














{ 


clouded in the North-Western Provinces, Rajputana and Southern India, 

overcast in Sind,‘the Punjab and the North-West Himalayas. Light to 
moderate snow had occurred in Kashmir and. light thundershowers at Trinco- 
malee and Madras. Temperature was in slight defect in Bengal, Assam, Bihar 
and Mysore, normal in Burma, Chota Nagpur, the North-Western Provinces 
and Southern India, and more or less above the normal over the remainder of 
India and Baluchistan, The excess was most marked in Baluchistan 7), 
Gujarat (5°) and Rajputana and Berar (each 4°), due chiefly to much hig! 

day temperature than usual. . 
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* Monday, December 19th—The barometric changes were generally small 
and unimportant except in Rajputana and the South-East Punjab, where 
pressure had given way brislrly to rapidly, due to the transfer into that area of 
the depression which lay over Spee ‘Sind on the previous day. Pressure was 


| more or Jess below the normal throughout India. The deficiency was least in | 


North-Eastern India and greatest in the area of depression where it ranged 
between ‘13’ and ‘17”.. The depression was diffused and ill-defined, and the 
winds in Upper India, although cyclonic in direction, were very light at the level 


| of the plains. Winds were very strong at Cherat whege they were blowing ate f 










the rate of 28 miles per hour at 8A.m. The air movement was somewhat less 
strong in the Konkan than on the previous day. Skies were overcast in the 
South-East Punjab, Rajputana, the western districts of the North-West Provinces 
and Kashmir and moderately clouded ‘in Southern India. Moderate snow had 
‘again been received in Kashmir. Temperature had decreased largely in 
\ Baluchistan and was now normal in that area. Temperature had fallen to | 
‘normal also in Orissa, Temperature had, on the other hand, increased 23° in | 
‘Rajputana, where it averaged 6}° above the normal during the previous 24 hours, 
‘Elsewhere the temperature conditions were practically unchanged. 


. 
Tuesday, December 20th.—The barometric changes were again small over 
nearly the whole of the country except locally in the areas affected by the 
depression. Pressure had increased briskly in Baluchistan and briskly to rapi 
in Upper India, and had fallen very slightly in the eastern states 
India and the neighbouring districts of the North-Western Provinces. 
‘turbance had shifted east-south-eastwards and filled up to some extent. It 
ape lay over East Rajputana and the neighbouring districts at 8 

















chief features of the air movement were unaltered. 
Baluchistan and Southern India and decyeased in the 

_ ate amounts had again fallen in Kashmir, The 
again unchanged over | 


ain Rauputans incr 
temperature of the previo 
Centsal India, 4° in Berar 
the North-West Province 


perature. 






he sree ‘Dosnib -a7ets sate 
india. 

: Ve eee ee © 

{ eas \ 





ue 
the previous 24, 


2y, December 22nd.—Pressure had again increased briskly to rapidly 
North-Western and Central India and was tee in slight to. raodeeate excess. 
oe sent ge in he Jatter ate The peters hee Nese | 2 
_ Wester i on the i y had apparently advanced into C ‘ 
4 ‘pur, where pressure tet cremesey very ligtely. had, however, filled up 
very largely and was no longer of any importance. Winds tended to. circulate 
_ eyclonically in South Bihar, Chota Nagpur and the adjacent districts of the 
* North-Western Pravinces, but were very hght. Skies continued densely clouded — 
in Southern India, and some light thundershowers had fallen in that area. Light 
_ snow had occurred in the Kumaon Himalayas and several rain or hail shi 
in the North-Western Provinces. The distribution of temperature with r 
to the normal was practically unchanged. 





rake riday, December 25rd—l Pressure had given way briskly to rapidly 
Bante aa Sightly in Sind, Kathiawarand the orth Konkan. “Ith 
“on the other hand, incréased sli htly to briskly in the Gangetic 
‘Central Provinces and Bengal, and was practical nee elsew) 


Pressure differed but little from the normal except in in, Southern 
tt tie ihe Konkan where it was in slight to moderate defect, and in North« 
‘Western and Central India where it was equally in excess. Gradients were 
considerably above their normal intensity over the Peninsula and the Bay of 
Bengal. Winds were of the anti-cyclonic type in North-Western and Central 
_ India, They-were unusually strong at Cherat, where they had a veli 
30 miles per hour at 8 a.M. Skies were moderately clouded in 3 
_ and the West Punjab and lightly clouded in Southern India. Temperature was 
except in Central India, the North-Western Provinces and Rajputana, 
decreased briskly to very ia The mean temperature of the 
urs was 3° below the normal in F apelapa aay from 2° to 6° in 


in Orissa, Bihar, Chota the tral Provinces, Berar, the 
“Coast. the Bombay eau “The i ht temperature was 


Targely in excess in these areas than the day temperature, 
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. — 
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Raset’ ca ho stad 4h Ge Sega ik ocala 
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esc the Crops. i 

—Light showers of rain fell in 

almost — 


Cattle are in normal condition, 
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d ct see 
Aare goed seta 4 Pete _condit ssh is lites in Dah 
ot Lara and Dera a ee an. Prices, especially of 
cht ei aS me = Jutta tang eli in Dera Khan, and are uni 
: abate Wheat is'se' ate ate to a1,° gram 20} to! 24, barley 3 
jh millet 91 to’ 26}, maize 38 to Booka 26, and rice 13 to 
per rupee. _ 
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of raim fell in Daweh, Raipur, a of Jub! 
in these distriet nd jn Sacto a he ther is generally ¢ 
most districts very cold.) The prospects of the spring crops are crt 
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“Central Provinces.—For polite. roth Seimeere Ss 


Harsud_tahsil iat Nimar, through clou ce weuthee th 
ipui d Balaghat. Reaping ar ingvofithe autumn crops _ 
_ sand pressing poe ane continue. The cheapest e's are—wheat 1 , gram 
92, Tice 26, and jwar 30 seers per rupee. The dearest prices are, wl eat 12, 
gram 14, Tice 11, and juar 20} per aa 
the normal price iin, the south, and. the pfovinces, and the oie of 
gram is still low in the northern districts. : i 
Burma.—For week Reacts ‘hy, Fanwary.—In Lower Burma has. 
been completed in several distri is ap foaching completion cs 
i Je Boose ‘Burma eps ts cies |. The sesamum, juar ace 
pe Reet Sarat oe Melia sic Eatin eae vara ave of rain, Th 
as risen slightly in f wa, Tayo 
io ele tin se ee iil Sor vant Moe bene 
_ Akyab and slightly in Minbu, Package HOSTS RO MITE 


t Assam:—For week ending cot Fa —Rain has’ me 
Baring of Jate-rice, gatheri of Pulses, ¢ pruning of tea are 
‘e pone fi ne continues in,Sylbet tad Lain The pase) 
scoop and. oma of pulses, mustard, ne a 
aS sale Mh A ap 15, Sylhet ‘ea, Dhubri 
Peace ibrugarh’1g, and Sibsagar 10 snemaier 
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Wheat continues to sell above ~ 













*y Sait eovknaaset oF woth * i. 
i ‘DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 
‘Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 am, on 
~*~ Saturday, December 3ist, 1898. . i 


+ Weather was more or less disturbed thro: the week under review in 
_ Northern India due to the passage of two cold weather storms through that 








The first of these appeared in, South-West re at the commence- ~ 


ment of the week and marching eastwards across Northern India and Upper 
Burma during the next four days passed out of the Indian area on the. 29th. 
It was throughout its existence a very diffused and ill-defined disturbance ‘but 
occasioned numerous light showers in the North-Western ‘Provinces, some 
local showers in the South-East and Submontane Punjab, Chota Nagpur, 
East Bengal and Assam and some Snow in the Kashmir and Punjab Himalayas. 
The second fib surance engend Sind from the west on the 2oth and advancing 
eastwards during the ing 24 hours parte toa secondary de ion 
of moderate intensity in'the East Punjab, The secondary: depression filled up 
as quickly as it formed during the day, whilst the primary depression continued 
to drift eastwards and lay over the eastern districts of the Gangetic Plain. at 
* 8AM of the gist. The double disturbance gave light to moderate’ rain to the 
* greater part of the Punjab and the neighbouring districts of the North-Western 
pads and moderate to heavy snow in the North-West Himalayas down to 
about 6,000 feet, chiefly on the 3oth and gist. Weather was throughout the 
week fine in Burma, Sind, Rajputana, Bombay, the Central Provinces, Berar, 
_ North Madras, the Deccan'and Mysore.» It was’ ‘on the* other hand unusual: 
_ unsettled with moderate to heavy rain in Ceylon, South Madras. and the South 
Coromandel Coast districts due to a disturbance of: a somewhat unusual 
character, » This disturbance originated in the extreme, south-west of the Bay 
to the east of Ceylon during the first xthree days .of the, week and marching 
westwards on the 28th passed into the south-east of the Arabian Sea on the 
agth. The disturbance was, it may be noted, (similar in general character to 
that of December 1895. “ i 
~ Daily Summary.—Sunday, December 25th.—Pressure had given way 
briskly to rapidly in Rajputana and th adjoining districts and a shallow depres- 
sion lay over South-West Rajputana, Over the remainder of the Indian. area 
the barometric changes wert small and unimportant. Pressure was everywhere 
below the normal. The deficiency was moderate to considerable over the 
Peninsula and Northern India and was, greatest inthe area of depression where 
it slightly exceeded a tenth of an inch in amount... Winds indicated a tendency 
to be hale circulation in Northern India and were light to moderate. Moderate- 
north-easterly winds prevailed on the Coromandel Coast and Toudeseae 
airs and calms in Burma, he were overcast in Kashmir and Baluchistan, 
thickly clouded in the southern half of the Peninsula and moderately clouded. 
in Rajputana, Sind and the Submontane and western districts of the , Punjab. 
Moderate to heavy rain had occurred in the Coromandel Coast districts 
East Ceylon. Feeble snow storms were in progress in, Kashmir. The tem- 
erature conditions were practically normal over the greater part, of ui 
fai. Temperature was on the other hand more or less,considerably ab 
the normal in the Peninsula and Burma. The excess was greatest it» Berar 
(5°) and the Central Provinces (4°). The day temperature was in moderate — 
excess and the night temperature im: large excess in the area of increased 
temperature. > ii x Zs 
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Monday, December 26th,—Pressure had increased to a modi extent, 

in North Bombay and South-West Rajputana and had given way bri pe 9 
Gangetic Plain and the eighbouring istricts of Central India and ¢ ntral 
ices. The depression which was passing through South-West 

on the previous day had advanced into East Rajputana and 
western districts of the North-Western Provinces, It was, however, 
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1e barometric u india, Ceylc d 
area were suchas tended to.accentuate the deficiency in that area. Pressure 
was now a tenth of an inch in defect over that area and moderate to strong east 


- |-than on the previous. 
; ent dott of the None Weoten 
re chang Souter ni ey 


ie Lod pein winds obtained on the Coromandel Coast. Moderate to heavy rain 
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“ture had on the other hand inereased in Central India, 
_vinces and the Pecean, and was during ,theyprevious 24 hours from 3° to 9° 


fallen in East Ceylon and the coast districts, of Southern India and 

ras, A brisk reduction of temperature had’ occurred in 
hill districts of Upper India: and: temperature: was now in considerable to 
defect in that areadue chiefly to very low ee temperature. “Tempera- 
ia, Berar, the Central Pro- 


e the normal in that area. dei 

» Tuesday, December 27the—Pressure had recovered briskly in Rajputana, 
CentralyIndia and Kathiawar’ has py Stationary over the rem: 
der of India and Burma. The diffused disturbance which was passing through © 
‘East Rajputana and the adjacent districts of the North-Western Provinces on 
the previous day had ‘advanced eastwards into Bihar and almost completely 
filled up. Pressure bad. given way yery slightlieis Baluchistan due to the 
influence. of a cold-weather seis n advancing from’the west. Pressure had 
again siesinisied eleghctyaes eylon and the south-west’ of the Bay, thus still 
further emphasizing the deficiency in that atea. Steep gradients obtained over 


the: southern half of the Bay.’ Winds continued moderate to strong on the 
Madras Coast, Skies were more or leSs-clouded in all districts» except Lower ~ 
andCentral Burma, Bengal, Rajputana and the greater part of the Punjab, » 
Very heavy rain had been reeeived in East Ceylon, moderately heavy rain in the 
Coromandel Coast districts and light rainin Malabar, Mysore and South Madras, 
Numerous light showers had again occurred in the Gangetic Plain and the 
eastern districts of Central India. Temperature had fallen rapidly in Rajputana, © 


Gujatat, CentralIndiay the west coast and Southern India, and increased briskly 
in Bihar. * Elsewhere the temperature changes were unimportant. “ 
Wednesday, December 28th,—Pres: had fallen briskly in Sind, the 
South-West Punjab and East Baluchistad and was in considerable to large 
defect. The sapresics approaching from the west on the preceding y was 
now crossing the north-west frontier into Sind. Pressure had fallen slightly in 
Bengal and the feeble residual disturbance in Bihar at 8 A.M. of the 27th had 
ere East Bengal. A slight fall of the barometer had occurred 
in Sout! India and Ceylon and pressure was from a tenth to a seventh of 
an’ inch in defect of the normal in that area, Winds were shifting round 
to cyclonic directions in Sind and Sp nee. Punjab but were light and 
below ‘their normal strength. Winds we exceedingly light at Cherat and 
Mirrecs. Wands -had> backed t& dorth Ge the Coromandet Coast betweon Cocas 
nada and Cuddalore and were somewhat weaker than for some days. past. 
Winds were very at ie 2a where theif'yelocity during the previous 
24 hours averaged 20 miles per hour. be epee in continued to be received 
in East’ Geylon and the South Coromandel C istricts and some showers in 
South Madras... The feeble rau ance in tern India had Oecasi 
some'local thunder-showers “in that area. 
very ‘titsteady and abnormal. The’ mean t 
hours was 6° above the normal in Baluchista Ori i 
Madras. Deccan, 4° in\Chota Nagpur, and 3 gal, Bihar, the Central Pro~_ 


2 igh ni it tempers re. Tt 
on ; 
Ps: siderable defect r ct xa ree and Central 


~ Seaeday, “Pieeibeigit: “ileal haa ey sh re 
‘Rajputana and 


briskly to rapidly, in 
cauhag! ‘a well marked depression. in ie 
of an inch below the nage lay over Sind. 
‘to. briskly in Bei ‘the fe : 


, and the neighbouring sea 
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averaged 10° higher than usual in 
a oF a , and was from 4° to 7° in istricts 
Une 2°in defect in Central India cote! sees Provinces. 

ts fe December 50th—Pressure had fallen rapidly in 
jpuita itband iad ‘ast Punjab'and the neigh! 

s Notsh-Weste Provinces. It had; on the other hand, 

istan and Sind. The Sind depression had’ marc! 
eastern and central districts of Rajputana and ‘had’ given ‘ri 
depression over the South-East Punjab, Pressure, was bal lyin’ 
North-Western and Central : hod the deficiency being largest in the area of the 
ae disturbance , where it averaged boas cei a — in me 
‘The sure changes were unit} over the: the country wit! 
othe Ssepiiong of Ceylon where tal taaiae had continued to tise to oa it 
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extent, during Hea of hours, «Pre: Pressure is more or less considerably 
Tu a 


in defect in fae Peninsula. The deficiency was greatest in the Malabar Coa: 
districts due to:the continued existence of the disturbed conditions which have 
ped into the southyeast of the Arabian Sea ffom'the Bay. Windsin North. 
eéstetn and CentraliIndia were under the influence of the depression and were 
_ of moderate intensity. Skies were overcast in’ the South-East Panjab, the 
western districts of the:North-Western Provinees "and the North-West Hima- 


« oi and cloud was extending rapidly cee to the North-Western Provinces. 


ie double disturbance had given. ger t to moderate srain to the East 
and South-East Punjab and the bie fot districts of the North-Western 
Provinces and some showers to West Rajputana. Moderate show; had. fallen 
in the hill districts of Upper India. Thessnow line had descended to abou 6,000. 
feet in la hills. Weather continued feebly unsettled in South dras 

_and Ceylon and some showers had again been received in that area. Av 
large teduction of temperature had oceurred in Baluchistan and Upper India, and 
the mean temperature of the prevans hourgywas: from 7° to below the 
ae ill districts of a ant below in Baluchistan ie a 

‘anja 
Saturday, D i Ms ps had increased as ‘cgay asi Nad 
non the Pecan ‘day in North-West its tans - the secondary depression 
“iri,the South-East Panjab had completely fille ‘The primai "7 eesin 
had advanced from East. and. Central vee 4 Fike eastern dist ae or 


ae the Che sen an ie de i 
‘he revious rp meee _ htly in the 
fot the i, Pee “ it was still a 4 rae 
yw the normal on. ala + Coast, ‘this: indi 
‘disturbance vin the south-east of the Arabian Sea 





"Gangetic Plain and Tague ean rapid fall of the barometer in Bihar,‘ 
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VARIATION FROM NORMAL OF MEAN TEMPERATURE 
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a on by the pawage of 
two cold weather storms actoss that area.’ The first of these which was a 
feeble disturbance gave favourable. showers'to the NorthWest Provinces and 
the South-East and Simons Punjab and some local showers to Chota a 
a ‘on the 26th and 27th, and to Assam and East Bengal on the 28th and 2 
he second storm which was of moderate intensity hal in Sind on ‘th 
agth, and while travelling eastwards Uy eislamr aii § the day eee) an 
tise to a subsidiary depression in the Punjab. The double dis i ce occasioned 
light to moderate rain over the Pun’ Panjab and the adjaising submontane districts 
. of the North-Western Provinces and moderate ‘to snow in the North- 
West Himalayas between the aoth and grst. lls exceeding one inch 
in amount were mpeniieed at aperal ge a the Taigett being + 
1°34 inches at Gurdaspur on the goth. owfall due og isturbance 
was heaviest at Dharmsala where it was equivalent to 375 inches of rain, 

‘The concluding rainfall statement shows that the rainfall‘of the week was 
abundant over the mp pews rd the western districts) and the west sub- 
montane and hill districtS ofthe North-Western Provinces and light though 
more or less,above the norma] over nearly the whole of North-Eastern India. 

The most noteworthytotals recorded during the wee? at individual rain- 
gauge stations were as f lows:— . 
Nannilam (Tanjore). * 
Jayankondasolapuram {richinopoi) : 
South Arcot ; ci im “eae ‘ 

ef nam (Tinnevelly) + * 
Dera Teshera)”™ . ’ ’ «. gtr 
Murrge (Rawalpindt)". SG oo * 
Lansdowne (Garhwal). 2s bs dk 86 
Una (Hoshiarpur) . . . . . . «+ 263 a x 

The chief features of the distribution of the rainfall period from 16th _ 
Coteher fe to gist Deape relatively to; the normal may be summarized as ~ 
follows : ~ 4 

1) Practically no rain throughout the iod in 
fs : Bengal, Bihar, the eastern iniatant riets fe the North 
Western Provinces, the West Punjab, the Eastern Si aie a. 
districts of the Central Provinces, Kathiawar and Sin 
(2) The rainfall of the period was practically path ne varied | pon 
less than 20 per cent, from the normal. in ‘Assam Brahmaput 2 
! North-Western Proyinces Wace! Ries West Ralpoiaty 
Madras Central-and East Coast Cent 
id It was in slight to moderate excess in Malabar land South 
~ yand in considerable to large excess in the western hill and 
west Suhiaciygne “Wistricts of the North-Western Prov: 
East South and Submontane Punjab, the Punjab- 
ladras South Central and East | Soast South, 
af stay moderate defect in North Oudh, ss 


Rajpu' i 
/ It was Ser ae marked defect o 
Assam (ex; ieee per te ae 













: ipiticthia: 
#13142, 





+8 oe 







ts 








dL 


H 


aug gugigaagagas 


e 





BBs ae 








eeren sheeze & 
































Berwada Hato, (Hast Cosst State 


Madras-Ennut ec, (Beawads-Nad.)” 


Metre gage 


lalwa (incldg, 
pe ag 





Tovar 





ora cere a) salt x 
Oud sea lida dina the 
eee, te ae 
mista Boeke Gacy mods? 
Erte) ee 

Speealganges™ 





age 
‘Great indian Peninsula ¢ynem 
Bombay, Baroda and Cena: India. 
Maias) ss 





form 
TOTAL (Gosnawtaea ano Stare). 
‘Assisted 


Stender 
Det iana 
‘Southern Punjab (DelhiSamésata) . 
Tapa : 

sey ana 
cm pierre si parse 
BEnitund and Keduon oss we. 
tegibeat ren ont ee 
Disersaciga : 





Daijecingtiimalyas «oy 
Bisat gH? 
Tor | 
Lines owned by native states and 
‘worked by other agencies, 
Standara gouge 
Bim-dooma 





‘The Gaguvas’s Pelad =, 
Golesi TS 
Maceo 
erie Four mon 
Religare 
hd Gackwar’s Dabloi 
pipe 


lp 





Lines owned and worked by ative 
‘tates, 


43 


EE fg 


51300 

sh) See |e 
9) to] ey 
474000 | 261 

"500 | | 29 

1,237,000 | 135) 

~ 








ae Poary ( 
Ot, ie ds 
Bacticrnd lame 
wae) [tg 
6.743000 | seia7| sn 
Tee TT 
soation | 
by sr 
a 
a 






































3 


& 








bs re ange ok 
aly BL cate 
eit alias 
Pt ieee 
a ss Ba00 | S8 
ne 
$1 aoat | eae |e 
8 0 39,800 as 


um 4,800, 
4 14,800 
2). a 
ie 
lips 





Eiesz ses 





ebees’ 


“Sacttie 


Sud BES 

















































raerin ree Met stench 





OF INDIAN § Ratuways, 


ol ari apelin ro ye hems oc cea a 





























ink (ee 
al) 
=: 1,60536 







abaza 


23ai 9 
















re 


err 





Gre gee 3 [fe seeikz ebst 









Beare 


2401/88,765 } 2,51,24,000 | 40,85.a51 | aw 
cians | atigion [anton | 





joe [395592 





eee] ag ses 



















See pietees 


Bad oh 


ao 





YY 





eg! 638 





BS ees 











9.400 [97.5549 | mw 


2.33.27 | 20,000 | ‘SaPo 
(Ayijesieer |. 11;22,000 | 10,1859 
~ (e)ais00 |" ayg00 fon 





(H)11,600] 14,500 

8) suse} “Save | 485s 
8) ste] Ses] dee 
8}. (09,008 8058 
os} 5.88549 
x “a 
ery ME 

1508 | 100,000] “38.302 aw 
Be aah Sidi | ouee | e 
a] apices aodiizce | 27,000 | 
106, 
ate 
8 
By 
a“ 
3 
|_s9 
154 











gig setae: 





e ‘ect the existing organisation. 
ihe flow were noticeable features — : 
(1) The improvement of postal facilities in rural districts...) 9 
(2) The extension of the fe Insurance scheme to i n 
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Tabourers and others for the relief of 
ief range 
‘The number of sterling money orders issued rose 69,654 in: 
x e 63,350 in 1897-98, and'their value from £208,50; ene wi 
‘the case of sterling money orders received for Soyu8 durtog py eee was an 
inerease in number rm S06 EDT. ia 


report, and io value from £186,896 to £221,024, tes average value of a 


money order issued from India during. 1897-98 was £3-10-10 as com 
with E39: 8 during the ae ear, aud that of a money order paid in 
£5-11-8 against £5-6-8 in 396.07. 
As regards the money ner transactions with: ign dor with fh whic 
. the bret Post Office ple i based on Indian current ies 
markable increase occurred in the orders issued in British. ia eae 
in India, which oa from about “4h lakhs in 196-07 to dre fh alae ie 
1897-98. ‘he total payments made by India on account of Bi Bs cae 
advised by forvign cbuntries ware, more ‘than six times us Seman ofite 
‘ “by India on the same countries, The telegray leap 
tions’ between India and Ceylon showed » considerab! spre develo; t in 
both directions, there being increase of 253 in the | number and of 83,348 
in the value of telegrap! ig oda orders issued by Indiu om Ueylon, and of 
4.903 the number ae “R3. 8,608 | in the value of orders issued by Ceylon 


an 
7. The opetations of the Post Office Savings Bake during. the last two 
years are compared below :— 





‘ ; Peroentago of 
> © aste.07. *, 1897-98.» increase + 
; " or decrease —- 
Nembe# of bauks . « 6,420 6,290 22 
Number of accounts opened 
daring the year . 208,140 175,946 1946 
Nambét of scoctte clog * obs 
during the year... 148,712 158,979 +683 
Nnaber' of teoonnip: : Bit 
ibe slae ofthe yest 73,820, 730,887, ¢ 2:39 
mot ol deposits 
© dee during the’gear . B 5,66,10,981 4,86, stage 6) Lae9 
Amount aft wichicemals 
during the year... B 5,654,034 4,99,75, ste 085 
Amount of interest. which a pe 
ier “aoGroed dnsing the your BR  90,)2,992 26,05,6h9 Babee 
© Bmoant of balance ‘at the 


olosé of the year «.--B 908,082,411 9,28,72,078 365 
i abreonge balan ‘of each * sj 


. g R 18518 ets et & 
‘There were se) otiokable feat ‘in the transactions of e year of 
“which however tio special i fined fewer agcounts were 
and ies ant: deposited, while for e first time since 1859-90, the closing 
‘balance was reduced below the figure of the previous year owing to the amount 
withdrawn being ines ett ry hea deposited by more than the interest 
for the year. e late ine has no doubt Died the chief factor in these 
‘results. Out of 730,387 active accounts at the close of the year, 86.586. 
were security: deposit accounts, 5,735 puvlic accounts, and’ 173 "regi 
ang other conjoint accounts. Of the remaining es eee private Bein 
an aggregate credit of over 840 lakhs, 89,596 with a lane of ver 100 
lakhs were held on behalf of minors } by. fis parents, relatives and guardi-n 
"Of the total umber. of doszant, O11 Bisbee: peld by natives of 
- Seountry, while consid eee edo 
mnestio 
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incomes faa are te : 
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“ » While the. of complaints held to be 
In the remainin, cases investigations were either pending 
‘11. As in previous years, the trans 
revenue throug! gore ak 
RL 050 Rony a A7,786 mannii Gf alts eeieer 
of: year, i % 
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seudoe rast ‘out i aooneling o 
not be mae» hag gin he tt under 
© The last two months sof the et saw the extension of habe 
's whose pay is audi . 
- Public Works Account Offices, and to| ‘stablishments of 
tary Department subject to Civil fe ye by ny cr 
‘Offices. It is too soon to form any confident opinion as to the 
tale aed ‘but the results, so far, seem to show that | ceil Me ar 


of quinine through the agency ofthe Bost Office was, ill 
‘Proyincesand Oudh. " In the Punjab the m 
7 ema inane tae Cioran a eae anes 
=e tion under the Land Acquisition Act hag eprcguicnm ayy 
t successful experiment irf usi the same system, the payment 
tefunds was made in pier while. the Panj tems 


‘the past. It may be added tat ater mass were then o pep for = 
decentralisation of mle Se order bh pre seiennereseais 
coin 
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am and Baluchistan, the Punjab and Burma rank highest as 
number of articles per head of the population, and Sind and Baluchistan, th 


Punjab and Bombay rank Se eer ete te 
Lee aerial Jae 











se a Un send of the year under review a 
era so far, on the parcel post traffic 
1 the eee with other countries, there was. 
in both directions,van addition of 7,433, 
ane: eas made to the number of parcels and of 
t Indian revenue. The increase in the nut of parcels 
‘ies is again to be attributed imaialy -2 the steady 
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: agtio ag : 
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Articles trauifeered "xb " . 
et Dead Letter a fi 
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1,092,724 articles were from 


statistics kept by the Ben ; 
3,188 letters, 4,656 





- small } anna, pivelenagpad the next largest 
issued during the year.” ‘Of the 4 anna adhesive stamps, over 58 millions were 
issued, of the anna Is, over 16 millions, of the one anna pid, 
na adhesive stamps, over 6 millions, of 
3 millions, and of the 4 anna adhesive stamps, 
se of the 4 anna square envelopes, both ordinary and 
one anna service envelopes, the sales 
vement in the number of one anna ordinary 
_ square pie ah issued, while there was also an increase in the sales of 
registration envelopesiof all kinds, over the figures of the previous year. 
The issue amc 18 fell from s 338 thousand in the preceding 
year to so sare ‘review, but there seems to 
have been a slightly increased demand for.one anna wra; of which the issues 
rose from about fifty, thousand i the previous year to 
‘in the year under rey 
rt from. the Tie stamps, | 
stamps to Be value of R3,94,650 were sold 
of the Pos _ Non-ju ‘amps and 
ati except in Burma, the 
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: avinces, during at under 
Nan ones t ean _As in former 
the payments were largely in excess of the issues. in the North. 
-vinces and Oudh, Bombay, and Bihar; whereas in Bengal, Assam, a 
PRS ? 

_ Central, Provinces, Rajputana, and Sind and Baluchistan, the issues were in 
excess of the payments. © | x 
23. In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh . the total number of 
revenue money orders issued, which during the previous year fell off in consequence 

of the prevalence of famine, showed during the year under report conside 

improvement. The number of orders rose from 193,498 to 168,14) 

and the amount from R3o,44,174 to R37,46,711. In the Central Provinces, 
iw however, famine continued to interfere with the progress of the scheme during 
the year under report. The total number of revenue money orders issued 
there fell from 10,728 in 1896-97 to 9,976, but the amount rose from R4,18,965 
in the previous year to R4,48,834 during the year under report. In the Lower 
Provinces of Bengal, including Eastern Bengal and Bihar, theré was an increase 
both in the number and value of revenue money orders, as compared with the 
figures of the preceding year. The number of orders rose from 192,495 in 
1896-97 to 193,278, and the amount from Rx17,79,477 to R18,91,028. The 
total number of revenue money orders issued in thesPunjab rose from 9,859 in 
1896-97 to 11,030 during the year under report, and the amount from R5,81,235 
to R7,¢5,213+ re a, PY Tap heals 
24. In the Lower Provinces of Bengal 93,993 official money ofders of 
aggregate value of R40,32,978 were issued during the year under report as ~ 
compared with 92,19§ money orders of the aggregate value of Ra1,a5,81g issued 
inthe previous year. In the North-Western Provinces aud Oudh the system of 
P remitting miscellaneous Goyernment dues by money orders is making progress 
every year, The number of orders rose from 22,847 in 1896-97 to 28,916 during — 
r) the year under report, and the value from R4,74,493 to R5,83,856. In the Punjab 
there was an increase of 248 in the number and of 16,305 in the value of official 
money orders—the total number of orders and their amount being 4,023 and 


R1,02,571 as compared with 3,775 and R86, 266, respectively, in the previous year, — 
ta Medias 4,416 official a orders" ¢ ag: 1 of R74,633 were 
issued during the year ander report as compared with money orders of they 
~ aggregate value of R75,018 in the previ ear. In Burma, where the system + 
| was introduced in August 1896, official money orders were issued only from | 
offices and numbered 119 of a total value of R6,665, jal nage Sa Se 
a5. In the North-Western nae and a the rent prey sie busi" 
“ which for the last three years has been falling off, considerably improved: 
site. ha year under teport. The total number of orders rose from 51,691 in. 
1896-97 to 59,085, and the amount from R7,03,349 to, R8,99,608. «In the Central 
Provinces the number of tent money orders fell aegine year under report 
1,509 in 1896-97 to 1,450, and the R24,603 to Regi02) 


decrease, is subd tobe. due to cau ted with ‘the late famine, 
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= ‘The average value of a telegraphic money order for the last six years 








other parts of India in the same way, while emigrant labourers and’ n 
distant places, such as Burma, used this means of remittance niore than usual in 
order to alleviate urgent distress in their homes. The postal commission on 
orders amounted to R1,65,274 in addition to R1,56,675,, the cost of 
which is paid by the remitters along with the postal commission but 
the Telegraph Department. ; 
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shown in the marginal statement. 
Telegraphic money orders con- 
tinued to be issued far more — 
freely from» Burma than else- 
where, the orders issued from that 
“province in the year under report 
} being 43°59 percent. of the total 
number for the wholé of India, 
: = Payments in Burma. also. con- 
- tinued, as in previous year, to be larger in amount than in any other provinces, 
» excepting only Madras. ue Pri Mert 2g mt) 
. ‘oreign money orders for and from the United Kingdom, most of. the 
British Colonies and possessions, foreign European countries and most of ‘their 
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img- golonies and possessions and Egypt are issued in sterling, payments being made 


yy the remitters and to the payees in India at the rates of exchange fixed by the 
"© Post Office from time to time for this purpose. Details of the sterling, money 




























order exchanges of the year are given in the table below :— +e 
ae Bes 
Counrems oF 1896-97. 1897-98, * : 
Excmaxon eae 
Orparsissvep ay | Onvers rao 
{eo Rigen} Inpia. an ixpia, 
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2 year th 
10 at the end of the year 1896-97, there being 5 
per cent. in the number of depositors. tschalg 
‘office to another, the amount deposited in the year was 
322 lakhs of rupees as compared with nearly 4514 lakhs of rupees in 
ihe no ih withdrawn was a little over 385 lakhs as compared with 
422 lakhs i in 1896-97 ; and the interest paid was about 28 lakhs as compared 
over go lakhs in, 1896-97. The total amount standing ‘at the credit of 
lepositors at the olose of the year was nearly 928f lakhs, showing a decrease of 
about 3s} lakhs as compared with the balance atthe close of the preceding year. 
Thus it will be seen that the transactions of the year were on the whole 
of an abnormal character. There was a decrease both in'the number of the 
accounts opened and inthe amount of the deposits; and for the first time 
since 1889-90 the closing balance was reduced below the figure of the previous — 
year, owing to the amount withdrawn being in excess of the amount deposited 
by more than the interest for the year. The total amount withdrawn, 
however, fell Short of the amount withdrawn in the previous year, notwithstanding Y 
~ the unusually large withdrawals made during the year under review at certain 
places in the Bombay Presidency, but then the withdrawals in the previous 
year were themselves exceptionally heavy. ‘The average balance of each 
account was 127°15 as compared with 135'13 in the previous year. Of the 
730,387 active accounts at the end of the year, 36,386 -were ‘security deposit 
accounts with a balance in favour of depositors of nearly 45} lakhs, giving an 
ayerage of Ria5 for each account, the maximum limit for a security deposit 
account being Rgoo. The number of public accounts was 5,735 with a 
balance of nearly 31} lakhs, giving an average of R549 foreach account, as 
compared with 5,632 accounts witha balance of nearly 35 lakhs at the end of the 
previous year, giving an average of R621 for each account. There were 173: 
regimental and other conjoint accounts with a balance of nearly 113 lakhs, — 
giving an average of 6,787 for ach account, There is no limit of deposit 
inthe case of regimental and other conjoint accounts. Of the remaining” 
688,093 active accounts with a balance of over 84o lakhs, 89,596 with a balance 
‘of over 160 lakhs were held on behalf of minors by their parents, relatives and 
eee the rest were accounts opened and held by depositors on their 
‘ ‘behalf. It will be seen, therefore, that 94°2 per cent, of all the accounts in 
t Office Savings Banks and go'45 per cent, of the total balanee of 
represent the’savings of private. persons, deposited either for their own 
or for the benefit of their children, minor relatives, and wards. i 
sk i i 2 









































36. In the following statement the depositors are classified according to Depositors — 
‘their occupation. As in the three preceding years the largest number of sccopaiien” 
accounts were held by the undermentioned classes of depositors in the following = 


“(1) persons of no occupation or whose incomes are derived from others 
or from their own property—classed as ‘Indefinite’ in the state- _ 


ment; : 
(2) the professional class, and 
(3) the domestic class, ai 
The highest percentage of increase was, however, in the agricultural 
the number of whose accounts increased at the rate of 14/07 per cent. during — 


za § 


‘ernie 








securities through the Post Office were 35 pared. 
The nominal value of the securities held in the custody of the 
General at the close of the year, on account of depositors in 


Savings Bank, was R7,g1,20 as compared With R6,05,600 on the gist March, 
of the: 


1897 ; and it may be interesting to note that of this balance in the han 
Comptroller General, R6,65,700 represented the nominal value of  securiti 
‘of the gf per cent. loan, while the balance R65,500 washeld in g per cent. loans. 





_ Section VII.—Insurance. 4 : ae 
38. The progress of the insurance business of the Post Office since it was. 
first undertaken is given in the following statement -— t i 
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= 
Larvae, 4 
jus, 
no. | Value. 
® 

"Uecamentanan at te 

(system es 4 6,66,320 18,60,191 

1878-79 ‘ 4 89,78.978 2,81,28,a19 

18798 E | 16335058 

18881. | ssr93428 | 

1881-82 1,79 69;808 $85.53413 7165;23,281 

1882-83 3 2,30,67.342 $.95,70,994 8,26,98,066 

1883-85 B | 2,21,26868 6.04.08,142 85,25,010 

1884-85 2,90,06.964 5.514.744 7/82.21,708 

1885-85 83,085 | 9,21,78,613, 4:78.99870 697:78,483 

bg 74808 | 235;74:205 | 148445"| 5,26.06,770 781,80,975 

1887-88 . 76,297 | 2-43:99,295 | 1491109 7.79588207, 

1888-89 76.354 | 253,60,326 |15n474 | 7)9315,020 

188990 | amas | 249165:787 | 60,228 898.7503) 

! 85 889 | 2.31 91,674 b 799,16,007 
16540274 
7430,60,710, 
8,00,89,402 
8,26,62,600 
‘8172315573 
8,81 85,426 
100,62, 590 





ere was an increase in the total of 
under report as regards both the number value of the 
It will be seen also that the parcel insurance business of the year 
Toul thom 


ring the year under review joe 
philic Six claims tof losses 
British territory, and 6 claims had to be” 
in respect of insured articles lost in an accident which Occurred on the 2nd 
897 to the Rivers Steam Navigation Company's steamer Loohit on the 
‘Megna, when she was a sudden squall and sank with all the mails 
‘on board, Pete an hour's run from Chandpur. Out of thé 34 claims made, 24 
were admitted and in 12 Of these 24 cases the loss was caused by 
negligence on the part of servants of the Post Office. The usual si 
showing the cases in which compensation was actually. paid or in wi 
“claims were admitted during the last two years, is given on the margin, 
a: will be seen that the 
¥ claims admitted 
“comin whieh ih companion wid ot - the Bos Often Fd 
—— > year oe fea am- 
‘tin v ounted to R7,045-0-0 
See te ee or 2°65 per cent. of 
om ‘by highway “robbery in Beni i the total amount 
Lowe by Tiighway robbery in Native States ° realized from. 








‘Value of property recovered . 5082 0.6 pared with a 
a, x centage of 4°57 in the 
Balance. being amount of claims admitted . a previous year. 
SSS _the 10 cases in wl 
claims -were not admitted 4 were actually jected, the remaining 6 being pend- 
ing at the close of the year, In all 4 in which compensation was refused, 
the Post Office declined to accept responsibility, as the insured articles had been 
livered go onions a clear receipt, and there 8 good reason to 
the articles said to be missing were either not inside the insured 
spsdalioaces paged oat ey were abstracted aft 














rupees against less than 2} crores, while the commission 
Jakh more than in the previous year, There was thus an increase of 8:53 per” 


cent, in the number of articles, of 11°38 per cent. in the value specified for reco- 
very and of 10'87 per cent. in the commission realized, As in previous years, nearly 
two-fifths of the entire business of the year was transacted in the Bengal circle, 


‘or practically in Calcutta. Out of a total of 818,602 articles sent by the value- 


payable post in the whole of the Bengal tircle, 779,808 were posted at the — 
Calcutta General Post Office: ‘town sub-offices, arid of the sum of 0} 1 
Jakhs of rupees s recovered from the. ssees of vvalue-payable 
that circle, 8 lakhs of rupees were 5 1 y 
‘this amount, was 4% lakhs of rupees in excess Of phe compappading: f 
yee - 
"The value-payable business with Ceylon sh 
ction in 1891. During the year under report 5 2. 
es of the a regate value of R2 07,000 ae 
eylon as aan Re ge of the aggregate se 
"in the sling year. be value-payaole sy: 
ce Tien sed pel y a 
x n details ate en of 





and of 4’09 per cent, in 
| that of value-payable 
unregistered packets. 
‘The average value of 


‘each article, taking all 
classes of articles to- 
gether was Rite12-4. 
‘The table in the mar- 
gin shows the average 
value during the last 
6 years,; The aver- 
age commission on 

a article was practically the same as in the preceding year. 

















Section 1X.—Miscellaneous, 

42. The following statement shows the transactions of the Post Office Post Office 
Guarantee Fund during the year under report. The balance at the credit of SMe? 
the Fund, including the nominal value of Government Securities purchased on 
its behalf, rose from R6,41,920 on the gist March 1897 to R6,69,225 on the 
gist March 1898. The subscriptions realised from postal servants amounted 
to R14,923, while the amount decreed against the Fund in connection with 
frauds committed by officials of the Department was R14,195 as compared «with 
R.16,469 in the previous year and with an average of R17,625 for the last ten 
years. A sum of Rag,700 was added to the Fund onaccount of interest during 
the year under report. 
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on account of excess realisation | 780 
against the Pun Ares 
subscribers on account of | “9S 

iptions 1377 


Rewards’ to. persons who gave informa: 
tion cee {o important results in Post 






Office 25 
Govern Com Yo Ponal servants tor lous | 
cons Pet ont loan of private property ne 132 
the halfeyears ending agth Dis:ount, brokerage, ete, on purchase of 
June 1897 and goth December 1897 «| 14110 jernment Securities (3 per cent. loan of 
Inierest. on Governs ‘Securities of the 1896-97) of the nominal value of R20,000 | 1,352 


Balance on gist March 1898 f 
























Pa a cornet aan ermine eat 
R3,51,000 


43. The number of “complaints made by the public during the year under Congite 
po Es against 18,827 in the previous year! There was thus an Y,h 
of van per cent. in the number of complaints received in 1897-98 as 


gt rag as compared with a correspond- 


re by the ate 








well founded’ was Naas “gs'ba pet 

groundless.complaints were 38°58 per cent, of | : 

eases the’ investigation of the complaints had either 

‘end of the year, or although the enquity had been ert ted no 
sion had been arrived’ at, 4 

Under the head of groundless complaints are Taotatied all thosé which 
‘out to have no justification, though there may have been reason for a: 
an enquiry, There are always, however, a number of complaints made without 
any real cause, of which the following may be.cited as an instance. Numerous 
complaints having been redeived against a village postman in Eastern Bengal, 
a superior officer of the Department was specially deputed to enquire into the 
matter onthe spot. It was then ascertained that the complaints had been 
lodged by or on behalf of a prominent resident of the village who thought 
that he had been insulted, because the village postman had once. inadvertently 
handed him a letter with his left, instead of with his right, hand, and that the 
whole of them were either made up, or grave exaggerations. 

It should be added that the difficulty of making effectual enquiries tegard- 
ing the loss or miscarriage of unregistered articles, and the danger of complaints 
being treated as mere matters of routine have been fully recognized by the Post 
Office of India as it is recognized by all postal administrations. The clearest 
instructions on this subjéct are contained in the rules of the Department, and 
it may be fairly claimed that it isa constant endeavour on the partof those in 
authority to ensure that investigations shall be thorough, a8 that every reason- 
able*complaint shall receive real attention, That there should be some failures 
is inevitable when the enormous mass of business of the Department is looked to, 
but it can only be repeated that complaints, when facts can be given, are'really 
welcomed by the administration, and that year by year much care and patient 
trouble is expended on putting these complaints to their real purpose. 

44. The usual statement is given below showing the number of complaints 
received during the year regarding registered letters, ordinary parcels, insured 
letters and value-payable articles. These figures are included in the number of 
complaints shown in paragraph 43,0f:this report. _ 
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1g0 out of a registered letters, 73 out of 2,965,990 parcels, 19 


articles and 62 out of 2,180,465 value-payable articles. 

cases in ean ea citcle in which servants of the Post Otentes 
Office were found poe” 
guilty of offences Office, 

punishable by law is | 

shown in Appendix 

VII, and a summary 

of the figures is given 

a . on the margin. The 

total faaluee' 59 cases of misappropriation Fat office cash, 112 money order 

frauds, 10° savings bank frauds, and 95 cases of theft frommails and post offices, 

Most of the remaining offences relate, as usual, to letters, parcels, and’other mail 

matter properly so-called. Among the offenders convicted or departmentally ~ 

punished were 64 departmental postmasters and g7’clerks (including 1 Railway - 

Mail Service sorter), 71 extraneous agents in charge of post offices, 65 postmen’ 

and village’postmen, 2 telegraph messengers, 2 overseers, 24 runners and 13 

others employed on various other duties in post offices.’ The amount of defal- 

s and losses was Rgq,285-15-11 as compared with R37,020-3-7 in the pre- 

vious year and R. 6-1-5 in 1895-96. Rupees 20, 100-1-9 was recovered from 

the offenders or their sureties; R1,514-5-8 was decreed against the’ Guarantee 

Fund, and R12,671-8-6 reuisined’ unadjusted at the close Of the year. 

46. There were 4 cases of fraud in respect of money orders to the value of Offences 
Rr59-14-0 and one case of fraudulent withdrawal amounting to R130-0-o from Pelonging to 
the savings bank in which persons not belonging to the Post Office wete con- tte Post 
cerned. Besides these, there were 49 cases of house-breaking and theft of 
Government money from post office safes and from the mails, apart from the: 
cases of highway robbery which are separately dealt with. The total amount 
stolen was R3,274-9-0, of which R1,741-13-8 was recovered, R624-1-1 was 
written. off as finally lost, and Rg08-10-3 was unadjusted at the close of the 
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a The usual abstract is given in the: margin showing the number of tases Higheer 
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Punjab the'number also. increased; whilein the Central 
whete there were no cases of the kind. last year, ‘two occurred: 
under.report.,..On the other hand, in Bengal aswell as in Bihar ard i 
the number decreased, while there were no mail robberies at all in the Assam,” 
Burma, Eastern Bengal, and Sind and Baluchistan circles, tes 438 
48, In 1g out of the g7-cases of highway robbery the mail carriers were 


* 
Mares, Wounded by the robbers, and in four cases so severely as to necessitate their 


‘Casualties. 


detention for some time in hospital. In a case that occurred in the Hissar district 
of the Punjab, the runner was killed and his body buried in the sand. Three men 
who were supposed to be implicated in the murder were arrested. One of these: 
was tried for the crime and sentenced to death. In another case which occurs’ 
red in the Thana district in Bombay, the runner was murdered by a spear-thrust 
through his neck. Two men concerned in the murder were arrested. One of 
them was sentenced to death and the other to rigorous imprisonment for a’ 
term of ten years. ‘Two other cases accompanied by loss of life occurred 
beyond the border in Waziristan, In one of these cases the driver of the mail. 
ekka in which the mails were being conveyed ftom Miranshah to Bannu was 


shot dead by a party of some go or 40 Waziris, Three men were arrested on 


suspicion in connection with this crime, but were dischatged for want of evi- 
dence. In the other case two mail eééas while on their way'to Miranshah, 
were fired on by a party of Waziris who were concealed behind some rocks, 
Two sepoys who were escorting the mails were shot dead; the two eéta 
horses were also killedon the spot; and one of the eééa drivers anda pas-" 
senger succumbed shortly afterwards to the wounds they received. The object 
of this attack appears to have been to obtain possession of the arms and ammu- 
nition which the two sepoys were carrying. No one was brought ‘to account 
for this outrage. The only other case involving a loss of life occurred in” the 
Ellichpur district in Berar, where a runner was beaten'to death by his assail- 
ants with clubs. For this crime one man was convicted of murder and sentenced 
to death, but on appeal the sentence was reversed by the Judicial Commissioner 
of the Hyderabad Assigned Districts who sentenced him to three years’ rigorous 
imprisonment on a charge of receiving stolen property. In a case that occurred 
in the Meerut district of the North-Western Provinces, the mail bag carried 
away was found hanging ona tree, It had, however, been opened and a parcel 
which: it contained was missing. In another case that occurred also in the 
North-Western Provinces, in the Bijnor district, the enquiry took an extra- 
ordit inary turn and resulted in the conviction of three police officials who were 
investigating the case, one of the rank of Inspector and two Sub-Inspectors, 
under Section 195 of the Indian Penal Code, for fabricating false evidence, and 
they were each sentenced to three years’ rigorous imprisonment. In one of. 
the ‘cases that occurred in) the Madras Presidency the object of the robbers” 
appears to have been to obtain some official papers. The bulk of the mail 
found: intact, but most of the articles addressed to Government officers had 
been opened. 

There were only 11 cases in which Government suffered any loss, and ‘tie 
total loss amounted to R4,865-11-8. Of this sum R1,g40-11-8 was taken from 
the mails in.actual cash, while R3,525 represents the compensation that 
to be paid for insured articles. In 11 cases the entire mail was recovered, i 

19 cases a portion was recovered, and in the remaining seven cases the entire 
was lost. Prosecutions were instituted in 17 eases, in. 10 of which convil 
were obtained. In addition to the.cases of actual highivay rob 
above, there were three unsuécessful attempts to rab the mail, two of 
took place in British = ‘one in a Native State. ” Phat 
me papeccgimepane te: s other cases during-the ‘in which the lives” 
postal. servants were lost ‘and destruction’ of | pier din 











y Pai thao Sa Ane 
Bengal: bay naga caused the entire destruc- 
‘office buildings, though happily there wa$.no loss of, life among 
the Department, In addition to the buildings altogether 
ed, §2 others suffered damage, which was of so serious a nature in 18 cases 
that the buildings had, to be almost entirely rebuilt» The Chittagong district in 
Eastern Bengal was visited, on the 24th October 1897, by a cyclone of unusual 
violence, which levelled almost all the buildings in the district to the ground, 
causing the total destruction of 33 post office buildings, of which 20 were the 
property, of Government, while 8 others were more or less seriously damaged. 
In one instance the destruction of a post office was unfortunately attended by 
loss of life, a postman and a daughter of the sub-postmaster being killed by 
the falling house. In March 1898 a mail runner was killed by a tiger in 
the Singbhum district of Bengal while returning to his stage and several 
lives were lost by river accidents. In August 1897 two mail carriers were 
drowned in Travancore owing to the capsizing of a boat in which they were cross« 
ing a stream, and Jater in the year a village postman of the Gorakhpur district 
in the North-Western Provinces lost his life owing to a similar ac 
the following month a small mail boat was upset ina whirlpool on the 
riyer in Burma and one of the mail carriers in it was drowned, while another mail 
carrier perished in Cutch, while attempting to ford a stream that was in flood, 
It should be added that awvillage postman. in the Jummoo pfovince of Kash- 
mir was precipitated into. the river Chenab, owing to the collapse of a swinging 
bridge over which he was crossing, and was never seen again. A mail 
peon attached to the Chandernagore post office was run over and killed 
by a train on the East Indian Railway. -[t was his duty to attend to the mail 
exchanging apparatus by the side of the railway line, and it is supposed that he 
had incautiously walked down the line and failed to hear the train coming. up 
behind him. 
In four instances during the rains of the year under report, mails were lost 
in the attempts of the mail carriers to cross streams that were in flood, 
In another instance a sowar who was conyeying the mails to Miranshah 
in the Tochi Valley was carried away by a flood which came down the road, and 
narrowly escaped being drowned, Most of the mails were, however, recovered 
when the flood subsided. On the 23rd February 1898 the Royal Indian Marine 
Steamer Hagan with five mail bags on board was wrecked .on her way from 
Kindat to Mandalay in Burma. . The mail bags were saved, though the contents 
were much damaged. On the 6th August 1897 the boat conveying mails from 
the S.S. Plover to the Sualkuthi post office in Assam capsized, resulting in the 
loss of an account bag containing a remittance of R100. A more. serious 
accident of the same kind that occurred during the year was the loss 
oe the River Steam Navigation Company’s Steamer Loohit on the 2nd April 
j, about an hour's journey from Chandpur, . The steamer was caught in 
i ‘sudden squall on theriver Megna and sank with all the mails on board, 
com| ig a large number of insured, value-payable, and rie registered 
pera parcels, 4 s 
_ During the year 21 post plies, were destroyed by fire, of which-y were the 
Perey ‘of the Department and two post. office buildings . were. blown 
down by storms. A postal van attached to the Delhi-Umballa-Kalka Railway 
Fi Ach rhage fi burnt on the 14th June 1897 between. the Lalm and 
govaes fire originated i ina boxy in front of the mail van,, 
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hy alin brake van next to it were also burnt. Owing. 
‘who were in the” mail van, the whole 
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Pow Ofice’ 50. The establishment of the Imperial Post Office in the various. grad 


ing the Lowari Pass; 10,450 feet in height, and a runner was. hurt. 
which occurred on the Srinagar side of Kargil, on the Leb line, 
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Postal Officials, 





an abstract of this — 
Appendix is given 
inthe margin. The 
total numerical 
strength of the 
Gus. x a ipo we Post Office staff 
Se craeee ae | was’ 53,966 on the 
peeled sha cmt "KGa | et | grst Marc 1898, 
‘work in combined offices 16sa_| @8 compared with 
4s “Tora 5966 | aye | 50,75900 the same 
ieee date of the previ- 
ag © One toss shown in 1896-07. ous, year, The 
increase one Several heads was due to the general development of Post 
Office work, the largest purely postal increas# being utder the head of extrane- 
ous agents and village postmen. This is owing to thé special attention which 
continues to be paid to providing postal facilities in rural tracts, The staff of the 
Post Office included 164 pensioned soldiers of the native army, of whom 34 were 
non-commissioned officers and 130 sepoys. These men were employed in various 
capacities, such as branch postmasters, clerks, postmen ot packers: Out of the 
total number of 164 pensioned soldiers, 92 were serving in the Punjab, and 39 
in the Madras circle. During the year 1897-98, 40 women were employed in 
the Post Office, of whom 37 were European or Eurasian. Of these 40 women, 
one was postmistress of a head office, 6 were postmistresses of sub-offices, 4 of 
branch offices, while 28 were clerks and one a postwoman. 
51. The charges incurred during the year on account of printing work déne 












Printing’? yy private presses amounted to Rg,717,,as compared with R3,676 in 1896-97 


and R7,805 in 1895-96, 
» Section X.—Non-Postal Branches of the Post Office. 


Postal Tele 52. During the year under review, 81 new combined post and telegraph 
Foehinea) Offices were opened, and 18 previously existing combined offices were closed, 
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fon: 


© ment telegeaph office, and 56 at places where’ there had pteviously been no 
* Government or Railway telegraph office. eh rath 





Of the latter number, seven offices situated on the North-West Frontier, were — 
‘ransferred from the Post Office to the Telegraph Department to be worked as, 
Departmental Telegraph offices in consequence of ‘the field operations, There, 
+ was thus a net increase of 63 in the total number of ¢ombined offices, as com~ 
* pared with a net increase of 106 during the previous year. Of the new combined. 
offices, 74 were opened at places which had previously been without a Govern- 










_ Inthe Madras circle, seventeen new combinedoflices were opened. 
comes next with ten new and then Bengal with nine new, offices, 
total number of combined in cach postal circle is shown in the 
given in the next paragraph, At the close of the year, there 
Government aph offices, of which 257 were 
nh Department, and 1,977 were i 
controlled by the Postal Department. 





re cen offices amounted to R20,84,000, and 
iture on the establishment of these offices by R16,21,129. 
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account of ‘the. Indo-Eur relegraph 
with 246 in 1896-97, and fees to the amount of R, 


compared with R3,391-2-0 in the previous year. 
Bont Ofice 55+ ‘The gross expenditure on the coke she a and | 
Paseniet Service was R3,76,326 against 4,98,242 during the previous ip ; 
Taain Ser decrease of R61,916 during the year under report, The receipts 33 
Kalka and to. R3,55,401 as compared with R3,45,874 during 1896-97, and there was, 
Simla. fore, an excess of charges over receipts of only R.20,925, although over R 
"were paid to the establishment as compensation for the famine prices of 

| Receipt of 56. The system of employing this Department as an agency for re : 

+ ait rere® salt revenue continued in force during the year at a few selected post offices in 
offices. the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, the Punjab, the Central. Provinces 

and Rajputana ; but, as in the previous four years, the transactions were very 
small during the year under report, The Post Office was made use of to 
forward to the salt depéts a total of 353 indents for 57,786 maunds of salt 
of the gross value of R1,56,050, on which R7g8 was realised as postal com- 

\ mission, ‘ 
poconal 57. The following table shows the supplies of quinine : atid on indent 
Post offices. for sale at post offices in the several postal circles during the year 1897-98 4s 

compated with the figures of the previous year. The result is an increase of 
nearly 393 Ibs. over the latter year. 
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Net increase 392 Ibs.6,$63 grains, 


_ The most noticeable features of the table are the rather marked decrease in) 
the supply of the drug to Bengal, and the still more marked increase in its supply 
to Madras. As stated in last year's report, the system was abandoned in» the 

& Punjab in compliance with the wishes of the Local Government. Witn the 

: exception, therefore, of Bengal, every postal circle in which quinine was on sale” 
‘at post offices exhibits a satisfactory increase—a result which may be regard: 
as showing that the masses are acquainted with its value as afebrifuge, and a 
they are ready to avail themselves of it when it is proctitis’ “at, their doors in 
‘small quantities at a cheap price. 

The falling off in Bengal is confined to Bengal p: as distinguished 
from Bihar and Eastern Bengal, and is attributed. att to the diminishe 
prevalence of malarial fevers and partly to the hi, pret a food-grains whi 
made less money available for the luxury of medicines. The large increase 
over 26 lbs, in Madras mightihave been even larger wete it not that the 
the drug was raised, under the orders of the Local Government, from 
three pies for the 5-grain packet, with the result that the sales, which 
ayeraged 71,731 packets monthly, fell to’ -about 39,000 packets a nm 
decline of about 45'0 per c oe if 


















of operation. branch of postal business was — cy 
tern Provinces and Oudh, where it embraces the whole 
‘circle jin the Central Provinces circle, where it now includes 


i ‘postal 
“pos ‘in the'Central India Agency, and in Burma, where ever 
: nd all but a few post offices now sell the drug. 
58. A separate report has been submitted, as usual, on the adi ion 
‘the Postal I Fund. From the 1st February 1898 the benefits of the! 

‘ |avere extended generally to all Government servants who are 
‘Civil Rules, and'from the same date a. system of Endowment 
added to the scheme. During the year 291 new policies for an aggregate 
‘of R4,38,250 were issued. Of these 82 were Endowment Assurance policies 
issued during February ¢nd March/1898, and it would seem that the system 
‘of Endowment policies is likely to prove in the future the most popular form 
of insurance. As regards the scheme for monthly allowances, which has 
- been practically inoperative, there was a decided increase this year 
‘in the number of contracts taken out. Eleven new contracts were issued as 
‘compared with two in the previous year, and there were 19 contracts in 
existence at the close of the year as compared with nine at the.end of 1896-97. 
Since the Postal Insurance Fund was started on the rst February 1884, 2,966 
lives have been insured, and at the close of the year under report there 

| 21455 active policies: in existence, 1,861 of which were held by Post ‘Office 
servants and 504 by servants of othér Departments. Forty-two claims, amount+ 

* ing. in all to R55,900, were paid during the year ‘on the deaths of insured 
persons, and the aggregate sum insured at the end of the year wa 69,650. 
In the year under report, asin the preceding epee advantage was taken by: 
women of the extension of the benefits of scheme to them, Nine life 

‘Fannuities were purchased under Article 867 of the Civil Service R tions 
‘doting the year under report, of which one was subsequently cancelled. " 
are ¥. paying the pensions of pensioners of the N: Army 

‘of the Post Office in the Punjab continued to work ‘satis. Mi 
Pode i ingen By ear under 
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| receipts and charges of the year, as 
a in detail in Appendix 
“and Non-Postal branches, a summary of whic! 


1, Postal Service Proper». 
2. Non-Postal Branches-— 
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Under Postal Service proper, the net receipts, after deducting the amounts _ 


"due to the British, Colonial and other Post Offices, were Ro,38,854 in excess of 

” those of the previous year, while the charges increased by R4,62,779. The 

_ improvement in the receipts was due to an increase of R6,05,606 from the sale 

of ordinary postage stamps, to an increase of R71,g95 in the revenue derived 

from \ervice postage stamps, and to an increase of R2,70,749 in the income 
realized from money order.commission. There was also an increase of R2,996 in_. 
the collections on account of postage paid in cash, and an increase of R11,796" 

in the misgellaneous receipts of the Department. On the other hand, there was 
an increase of R23,688 in the payments made to British and other Post Offices. 

_ Under the head of Non-Postal branches.the receipts were Ro,232 more 
i previous year. None of the items of postal expenditure calls for 

one special notice, Altogether the receipts exceeded the charges by R44,25,071, 

2 petit 61. In Appendix X1 will be found a comparative abstract of the receipts and 
Post charges of the Post Office for the year, including, under a distinct hi HM), 


certain recciptsand charges which appear in the Finance and Revenue Aecounts, 
aay ROSY Ma eee ~~] but not in the 
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tesa as compared| with R12,51,973 in 1896-97 and = R9,29,230 i in 

1 

Hee this estimate of the financial position of the Post “Office no allowance 

has been claimed, as stated cach year, on account of the services rendered by 
Fa the Department to Government in the management of the Post Office Savings 

Bank and in carrying official correspondenee at exceptionally low postage rates. 

It will be seen from the figures noted above that the. Post Office is now showing 

‘steady progress every year in its financial position. The progress this year is 

all the more noticeable, regard being had to the prevalences of both famine 

and Plague, almost throughout the year. i 


A Section XI1.—Notice of Post Office Officials. 

62. I have much pleasure in bringing to the notice of Government the ‘vali Mention of 
able services réndered by Mr. H. M. Kisch, : as the delegate of the Indian Post pe : 
Office at the Washington Congress. Mr. Kisch has already received the Office. 
special thanks of Government for the excellent work done by him on this occa 
sion, but it is right that his name should also be mentioned here. Mr. Kisch 
_was accompanied to Washington by Mr. Doran, Assistant Director-General, 
in the capacity of Secretary, and has reported in the highest ti the 
assistance reteived by him from that officer. I have also ete > 
bringing to the notice of Government the name of Mr. P. Sheridan, routine’ 
General, Punjab, for his successful organization and management of the postal 
arrangements for the various expeditions on the frontier, and with his name the 

s of Mr. W. T. vanSomeren, C.I.E., Chief Superintendent with the Tirah 

xpedition, of Mr. H.C. Sheridan, Silpetintededt nrchareeoethers ments 

the Malakand Field Force, and of Mr. C. J. Stowell, Superintendent with 
the uae Field Force. Il these officers also have altel Pieireo Ue 

ernment, but, in accordance with the usual practice, are mentioned 
oe eae Talso wish to place before G ment the Pirkre 
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A. U. FANSHAWE, 
Dirato-Goneral of the Post Offce of India. 
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A postal circle, and the grost value thereof during the years 1896-97 and 1847-98. 
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PosTAL SERVICE. 
Fixed Establishment and Charges. 
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: ‘ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. , 
_ DEPARTMENT OF. REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 amon 


Saturday, January 7th, 1899. : 5 


The cold weather storm which was the chief feature of the weather of the — 
three days of the previous week lay over South and Central Bengal at the 
sinnit of the week under review. It advanced eastwards during the next 24 
completely filled up. It was a comparatively important disturbance 
‘its last stage of existence and occasioned only very light local showers in 
Bengal, Assam snd pre Burma. Whilst the previous storm was ¢ 
“in. North: a disturbance was quickly formed in Berar and the 


ne gtd Lene ore rie before the 
general rain due to the disturbance fell in the Gangetic 
gal_on Wha satis ten -ight ta cabderate peer se tha) 


at 


, 





Dail Summary — Sunday, gine P 
in the Peninsula and was in mot e 
‘area, It had increased toa slight extent in No India and | 
d was below the normal by amounts ranging 2 R 

Ba recovered briskly to tal in Bihar and the eastern Shara the: 
Western Provinces and of Central India, and the depression which lay 
Bihar on the previous day had advanced into Bengal where the barometer had 
fallen slightly to briskly. Pressure was a sixth of an inch in defect of the 
normal in the area of depression in South and Central Bengal. Winds 
antiscyélonic in North-Western and Central India, feebly cyclonic in B 
south-easterly in the Deccan ahd Sera north-easterly in Southern 
and the west coast districts. They were very light and irregular in B 
Skies were more or less heavily clouded in Bengal and Assam, m 
Clouded in Southern India and clear over the remainder of the country. Light 
snow had fallen at Simla and Chakrata‘and some light local rain showers in 
South Bengal and Assam. Temperature had increased rapidly in North-Eastern 
India in front of the depression and was during the preceding 24 hours 8° in 
‘excess of the normal in Orissa, 6° in Chota Nagpur, 3°in Bengal, due chiefly to 
much higher night temperature than usual. Temperature was practically 
unchanged in Berar, the Central Provinces and the Deccan and,continued in 
‘moderate to large excess over that area, The cool wave in the rear of the 
depression had caused a very rapid reduction of temperature in Rajputana, 
Central India and the North-Western Provinces, and the mean temperature 
during the past day averaged 7° below the normal in the Punjab, Sind and 
Gujarat, 6° in Rajputana, 2° in Central India and 1° in the North-Western Prov- 
inces, Temperature had increased in Baluchistan and the Upper India hills, 
but was still very largely below the normal. 


Monday, Fanuary and—The pressure changes of the previous 24 hours 


were ee and tnimportant.over by far the er part of the coutitry. Pres- 


sure had increased briskly to rapidly in North-Eastern India and Upper Burma, 
~ and the depression in South and Central Bengal on the 1st had filled up and 
disappeared. Pressure had given way briskly to rapidly in North-Western and 
Central India, Berar and the western half of the Central Provinces, and was in 
considerable to large defect over the whole of that area and in Baluchistan. 


A depression in which pressure was nearly twostenths of an inch below the . — 


normal had formed quickly over Berar and the western and central of 
the Central Provinces during the past day. Pressure had increased slightly in 
the southern half of the Peninsula thus reducing the deficiency in that area, 
Northerly winds had set in over South Bengal. Winds had increased in Berar, 
the Central Provinces and the North Deccan where they were i larly 
eyclonic in direction, They were light and irregular on the Mildens Coasts 
Skies were moderately clouded in the Central Provinces and were clouding over 
in the North-Western Provinces and Bihar. Heavy rain had fallen at ‘Col 
and some very light local showers in Bengal, Assam and Upper Burma, A. 
brisk to rapid reduction of temperature had occurred over the North-Western 
Provinces, Central India, Chota Nagpur, Bengal, Orissa and Assam and was. 
practically unchanged elsewhere. 
Tuesday, Fanuary 3rd.—'lhe barometric changes were a; re OVE 
"id part of the country. Pressure had stefeaged briskly patie Bile 
riskly to rapidly in North-Western India, Berar and the Central Provinces, 
was in moderate to considerable defect over nearly the whole of 
Pressure had, on the other hand, fallen briskly to rapidly in Chota Ni 
Bihar, West Bengal and the eastern districts of lorth-Western 
and was considerably to largely below the normal, The depression in 
the Central Provinces on the previous day was now passing th 1 
Nagpur and the neighboutii distin Pressure wa ashy in 
the southern half of the Peninsula, and was below the normal to a1 
Winds exhibited zi jar cyclonic ciréulation in the area 
ig! ies were overcast in the Gangetic 
and light to moderate showers:had fallen in these 5 


dele hill di 
a aber 4 in NortheW, 





outhwards to Deccan where 
fect. Temperature was, on the other 

4° in the Madras Deccan and 3° in the 
ure, 


. Wednesday, ure gth-—Pressure had increased briskly to rapidly in 
the Punjab, Rajputana, Central India, the Central Provinces, Chota Nagpur and 
i ing districts of Bengal and Bihar, and was’ practically steady 
the remainder of the Indian area. er in Chota Nagpur on the 
s day had drifted eastwards and filled up. Pressure was in slight to 
moderate defect in Burma, Bengal, the Deccan, Southern India and the eastern 
of the Central Provinces and normal in North-Western and Central India, 
it was in moderate to considerable defect in Baluchistan and the Upper India 
“hill distri Pressure was gp ‘st at Ajmere and lowest at Colombo, and 
there was a difference of 0:86” between these two stations, Winds were fairly 
normal in direction and were strongest on the Kathiawar and Konkan coasts 
‘ ay in the Bombay Deccan, The ait was unusually dry in Sind and Kathiawar, 
lowest humidity at 8 A.M., béing 15 per cent. at Rajkot, Skies were héavil 
clouded in the Gangetic Plain and Tega and light to moderate showers i 
ores Seales the te sis ol i Roe western ree Bil 
jengal and Assam. Light a jin fallen at Mussoorie an inikh 
A large reduction of iene had et in Berar and the Central Provin 
and temperature now avegaged from 4° to 11° below the normal in North-West 
and Central India, Berar, the Central Provinces and the Bombay Deccan. It 
_ was 7° above the normal in Orissa, 4° in Chota Nagpur and Mysore, and 3° in 
the Madras Deccan. The temperature conditions were approximately normal 
in other districts. 
Thursday, eet eee had given way to a slight extent in 
Baluchistan and North-Western India and was steady or had increased slightly . 
over the remainder of the country. Pressure was now in considerable defect in 
Baluchistan and at the hill stations in North-Western India and practically 
normal elsewhere. The air circulation was similar in character to that of the 
‘previous day, except in the Deccan where winds were easterly. Skies were 
thickly clouded in Baluchistan, Kashmir and Bengal and were clear or lightly 
clouded over the remainder of the country. No rain had fallen beyond some 
local showers ARR Burma.and Bengal. Aeneas had increased more or 
ess rapidly juchistan, North-Western and Western India, thus diminish- 
ang: iency in these areas. It had on the other hand decreased largely 
jin Chota Nagpur and briskly in Orissa and. North-Western Provinces. 
Temperature during the previous 24 hours was most deficient in the plains in 
ajputana and Central India (each 9°) and most largely above the normal in 
Orissa (5°). ‘ y 
Friday, Fanuary 6th—Pressure had increased briskly in Baluchistan and 
was | cecah alight dees in that area. It had decreased briskly in the 
- Punjab, Upper’ Si fA Raigotanaed rapidly in Berar, Central India and the 
‘estern half of the Central inces. A closed depression of slight intensity 
- A e pealan p during the past day inthe Central Provinces, and the. distri= 






i, “pete 
Light 


te was similar in general character to that which’ obtained on 
egular ats 


"calms prevailed in Upper India, the souther 
jurma, fie cyclonic seas over the area of 
uring districts. Skies had cleared in Baluchistan 
c- Plain and. the greater part of Central 
in had in Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand and 
Himalayas. ‘Temperature was in slight to moderate 
ing eastwa pei ghneam ia ete 
ie 










ast in North-Eastern India and fairly gem 
and central districts of the Nor estern Prov 


and the northern and central districts of Bengal 

jin the eastern half of the North-West Himalayas f 

were even more abnormal than on the previous day, Tem] was: 

less largely below the normal over the whole of the or 

Madras Deccan, Madras Mee Poppet ited oe cairn h 

was in slight to considerable excess, \e deficiency temperature n 

than 5° ae Baluchistan, North-Western India, Central India and the , 

Deccan and was absolutely greatest at Simla and Chakrata (18°) and 

and Murree (14°). pie 
Temperature.—The temperature conditions of the week were very. 

and unusual over by far the greater part of the mires due ctilody te teas 2 

eastwards and southwards of the cool wave which followed in the rear of the 

cold weather storm of the last three days of the previous week. Temperature 

was throughout the week more or less largely below the normal in Baluchistan, 

Sind, Rajputana, the Punjab, Gujarat, Central India and the North-Western 









Provinces. The deficiency was on the whole largest in amount in Baluchi 
and the hill districts of North-Western India where it varied between 7° t 
18°, and was exhibited almost equally in both the day and night temperatures. 
Temperature was steadily in moderate to considerable excess of the normal in 
the Madras Deccan and the Madras Coast, and in large excess in Orissa. It 
was on the mean of the whole week practically normal in Burma, Assam, 
Bengal, the Central Provinces, Berar and Sonth India and slightly below the 
normal in Bihar, the West Coast and the Bombay Deccan. Ks 
Remarkably low night temperatures were recorded in Baluchistan, the. 
North-Western Himalayaseand the West Punjab during the week, ? 
‘The most noteworthy were as follow: 


Cc ea mh. 

Simla Ba ets en ° ‘ . 
Deralsmail Khang we kt ‘and and 7th, 
The following table gives temperature variation data of the week :-— 







‘Vaniation frot normal of mean temperature of 24 hours 
receding 8 4s. of sa 
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a tho stato of Hho Soon and P cts of 


the Crops. : 


set ¥ 
is g rgth Fanuary.— 
on ell in parts of the Carnatic shies adjoining 

Mn ees enérally ample except in parts of the Deccan. 
aera continue, The standing crops are generally in yood conditio 
z ee Deccan, The it outturn is almost normal. Pastur- 
ae Scarce in parts, but the fodder supply is generally sufficient, Cattle ar 

‘normal condition. . Prices continue to 

‘the West Coast. 


Bombay.—For week ending 18th Fanuary—Rain is wanted fot the 
late crops in patts of Poona, Ahmednagar, Satata and Shikarpur. The stand- 
“ing crops age | in parts of Poona and Ahmednagar, and have eee 
dathaged by frost in all districts of Sind, and by rats, blight ot frost, in parts of 
Ahmedabad, Ahmednagar, Bijapur and Dharwar. Harvesting of the early 
crops continues in three and of the late crops in five districts. Cotton-picking is 
progressing in parts of Khandesh and Kathiawar. Preparations for next 
Season continue in five districts. Fodder is sufficient, excépt in parts of Sind. 
Sareeiteral stock is healthy, Prices have risen slightly in three and fallen in 
ven districts, 


fall, except in parts of the Deccan ant 





is |—For week ending 16th Fanuary.—Rain, though not general, 
fell in several districts during Meee ae prsepetes Uallthe spring crops 
are favourable. Poppy is also promising. The winter rice crop is nearly all 
harvested, and threshing is now going on, Pulses and the earlier spring crops. 
are being gathered. Sugarcane-pressing is in progress. There is no want of 
fodder anywhere. Prices of common rice continue practically stationary. 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 18th 
Fanuary—Light showers of rain fell in two districts, otherwise the 
weather has been clear afd cold. The standing crops are, flourishing. Sugar- 
cane-pressing continues. Irrigation is being resorted to where necessary. 
Slight damage to crops, by frost, is reported from a few districts, Prospects 
LSedtawncetle The market is full and the fodder supply sufficient. Prices are 
almost stationary. P 


\ Punjab.—For week ending 18th Fanuary.—Slight rain is reported to 
ipa ittan ie Mucess: but core 4 urgeilly, Acaed-fnoughat the Provnen 
Pressing of sugarcane still continues. The spring sowings have been com. 
pleted, Watering and weeding of crops are in progress. outturn of sugar- 
“cane is said to be above the average in Sialkot. _ The condition and prospects 
of standing crops are ore ted to He geo ome elo 
average in| Esa ian aus say unirrig: ue in ype The 
i and crops ari cel caterpil in parts ‘erozi ; 
Dad confticn taicatie ih geo ohiin all districts, except in parts of Dera 

ismail Khan; Fodder is said to be sufficient in all’ districts, except in Delhi, 
and it sof Dera Ismail Khan. Prices, especially of wheat, are 

Delhi Sialkot and Shahpr, ee Hissar and Dera Ismail Khan, 

ling from 15}§ to 21, gram a1 to24, 


‘unchanged elsewhere, Wheatis si 
92, bulrush millet 20 to 26, maize a8 to 33, great millet 25 and rice 13 





ant 
‘crops are approaching ¢ Dr 
The cheapest prices are wheat 19, gram 32, Tice. 
rupee. The dearest prices are wheat 12, gram 16, rice 
rupee. Wheat continues to sell above the normal price in e 
© west of the Provinces, and the price of gram is still low in the northern, 
Burma.—For week ending 1gth Fanunary.—In Lower Burma reaping 
the main crop has nearly been completed. The Amberst District now repo 
outturn below the normal. In Upper Burma the greater part of the wet we 
ddy crop has been reaped, Prospects of the standing crops continue unch 
The price of paddy has risen considerably in Akyab, Thatén and the 
Chindwin and has fallen considerably in Mandalay and Bhamo, There 
been a slight increase in the price in Rangoon, Prome and Théngwa. . 







Assam.—For week ending 17th Fanuary.—No rain fell’ during the week. 

Harvesting of late rice isbeanig completion ; the outturn is generally good, 

Gathering of pulses, pruning of tea, and pressing of sugarcane continue, 

Prospects of pulses, mustard and sugarcane are generally good. Fodder is scarce 

in Cachar, the Naga, Khasi and Jaintia Hills and in parts of Sylhet. Water is 

insufficient in the Khasi and Jai tia Hills. Prices—common rice, Sjlchar 15, 
Ihet 16,4, Dhubri 17, Gauhati 16, Tezpur, Sibsagar and Dibrugarh 13, and 
jowgong 12 seers per rupee. 





Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 18th $¥anuary.—MYsORE: 
Prospects are favourable. Prices have slightly risen in Mysore and Kadur. 
Ragi (Lleusine coracana) has been harvested in parts of Bangalore, Kolar and 
Shimoga. = 


Coorc:—Harvesting of rice, threshing of ragi (Eleusine coracana) and 
coffee-picking continue. Prices of food-grains are stationary, Water and 
fodder for cattle are sufficient, 


Berar.and Hyderabad.—for week ending 18th Fanuary.—BeRraR: 
The weather is cool. The winter crops are suffering for want of moisture. 
The preparation of land for the monsoon crops is in progress in three districts, 
Fodder is sufficient, but a scarcity of water prevails in parts of the Akola and 
Amraoti Districts. Prices are almost stationary. 


Hyderabad.—No rain fell during the week. The autumn rice harvest is 
almost completed, and that of the spring crops has commenced‘in parts. Rats 
and insects are damaging the spring crops in a few talukas. The winter rice 
sowings continue. Prices are falling, Prices—wheat 9, coarse rice 10}, and 
Jawart 20% seers per current sicca rupee. 


Central India.—For week ending 18th Fanuary,—No rain fell during 
the week, Agricultural operations have been completed in Bundelkhand ant 
are in progress elsewhere. The condition of the standing crops and their 
probable outturn are reported to be good, though the arhdr (Cajanus deat 
and masur (Lens esculenta) crops have been partially damaged by frost in 
Baghelkhand. Slight damage to the poppy crop is reported from Indore, 

. Agricultural stock and pastutage are in good condition. Prices are normal. 


Rajputana—For week ending 18th Fanuary.—No rain fell d 
week. Irrigation of crops continues. ‘Their condition is generally 


they have been slightly damaged by frost in parts of Kerowlee and 
The average outturn of the autumn crop in thirty-one affected 
Ajmere is 5 annas, and forthe whole area of Marwar 8 annas in the ; 
Cattle are generally in good condition, The Government teserves 
opened to grazing in Ajmere-Merwara, Distress is 


spreadi 
in Merwara, Takavi advances have been granted freely with b 





205 persons emigrated during the week, the 
alia @aice’ i aere opr een ri Mactan ee 
Prices—Ajmere 20, Beawar 22 and Marwar 14} seers per 










Kashmir.—for week ending 17th Fanu: ‘The weather has been 
Reged sie (eacas Conte Clow earl Te pee we obey 
"seers per rupee. . E 

JAMMU PROVINCE :—For week ending 18th Fanuary.—No rain fell during 
the week. Prices have fallen slightly : sti tide at 19 and maize 26 seers 
per rupee. The condition of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is sufficient. 


| Nepal—For week ending 14th Fanuary.—Raintall 084. Wheat is 
Be iia ao Hnldscg? cn By acini 


} T, W. HOLDERNESS, ~ 
Secretary to the Government of India. 
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‘ “Imports or CoTToN, W 
| Statement of the Quantity (in hundreducight) 
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, the City 


of Bombay, and Kardchi, during the month of November 1898, and from 
ié years 1396 and 1397, 
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-Appareh, including aberaahery on 
millinery 
[Raion prodacts and preparations » 
Cotton manufactures: 
Twist and yarn. x 
* Pieee goods, grey ae 
» White ae 
» lowed. ee 
Drugs, medicines, and narcotics, 
matenais . 
Silk; raw and manufactured =. 
Site Sale sek 
Umbrellas 2 ew 
4 Wood and timber». 
i Woollen goods me Ge ks 
Imports by pot. we 
Allotherarticies 6 5 ey 
Toran 
EXPORTS (onoss nevanvs) 

Riceandriceflour . 6 ey 





Totat Gross and Net Indian Sea and Land Customs Reveal Conaing Salt 

















Other liquors. 





‘Tora: Gross Revenue». 


Tora Net Revenuz.  . 
| 
Provincral distribution of Net Customs) 

‘Kevenue 


Import, 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 





CS OF THE TRADE OF INDIA WITH RUSSIAN AND CHINESE TURKISTAN 
AND TIBET, FOR THE YEAR ENDED gist MARCH 1838. 


No. 461, dated Leh, the 17th September 1898. 
From—Carrain G. Cuenevix TRENCH, Assistant to the Resident in Kashmir 
for Leh, Ladakh, 


To—The Resident in Kashmir, 


* {have the honour to forward herewith, for favour of transmission to the 
Government of India, the statistics of the trade of India with Chinese and 
Russian Turkistan, and Tibet for the year ending 31st March 1898. 


® . The total value of trade which passed through Leh during the year under 
report amounts to R42,02,640-15, against R59,30,142-8-6 in the previous year. 
A decrease of R17,27,501-b-6, 

The subjoined table gives the figures for the past ten years. There has 
been a rapid decline in the last two years :— 
























































f ‘Years. Import. Export. Torat. 
1883-89.» «| 13,83:845 0 0 12,12,030 0 0 25,05875 0 9 
1889-90 « . . 16,00,580 9 © 15513.626 0 @ 31,14,200 0 0. 
1890-91 yee 15,25,483 0 © 14,40,906 9 0 29,60,389 0 0 m 
wigr-g2. +. e 15,65,278 9 © 14:47,840 0 © 30,13,113 0 © 
1892-93 . . . 17,95146 0 © 15,91,544 © © 33,86,685 0 0 
1893-04. + ~~ «| «215.252 0 0 18,37375 0 © 39,01,627 0 0 
1894-95 + . . 31,05,218 4 0 28,50,102 12 0 60,15,321 0 0 
cole a +) +] 33:0,751 10 0 28,95,426 2 0 62,16,177 12, 0 ¥ 
1896-97 - +s 31,00,098 0 0 28,30,044 8 0 59,30,142 8 0 
ft oe = + +] 239,262 1 6 49,63,378 13 6 42,02,640 15 0 

ToTaL «| 218,19,908 15 6 1,95,82,273 3 6 414,023,183 3 0 

‘ i AverRAGE «| _—-41,81,990 1 6 1958227 1 8 41,40,218 3 6 














The schedule below gives the value and direction of the trad for the past 


years between India, Chinese Turkistan, and Tibet :— 
hae Bi 




















‘Turkistan. Tibet. Toran. 

















| 17,69,143 19 0 | 11,72,697 6 © | 1,58,257 0 0 
aaeee 120| 647947 5 6 1147:306 0 0 
12\84)362 12 6 | 14,35,667 2 0 | 1,10,014 10 0 
° 


1 
22, 

28,3u 
786,618 13 6 | 11,10,723 0 © 00 19 


19) 






report the total value of the imports amounted to 
TR5j10.098) and the exports to R19,65,978-19.6 a8 





_ There was a decrease of R2,13,437°8 in 
“Manufactured Cotton as compared with last years | 
Drugs ‘and Medicines. 


= The number of maunds of charas imported was 4,020 maunds 16 
against 4,663 maunds 22 seers. Decrease of 643 maunds 6 seers, 5 


The import figures of charas for the last five years in rupees are as. 



































1893-04 


goes OS ea ee 
Thorpe. lee Shyla oo RO UR Sea 
Coe 


1Bo7-OB Fg ve a ie Fre eae a 
The decrease in the last two years is most marked. f 
Dying material, ae 
‘The indigo trade to Yarkand shows a large increase of R41,480 whic 
satisfactory when everything else is on the decline, .. 
The figures for the past four years are as follows :— 


R 
be a LC i pe 2 ote Impey a eee 
YEOHGO ee a, ei 
SBI OTN Te meres an aida eee RT Te so the ea a 
D8 es Te ef oa we he CORBET 


Hides and skins. 
The value of the trade in skins shows a decrease of 9,088 from that of the 
previous year. . 
‘The past four years’ figures are quoted below :— 
R 


18495 gags 
Se scat a2 py toy 1 Basil oe 
F rf ns ee eee Prisi bas -pamiaee 

cet aS eae eee ee FR mit 


Leather, 


A satisfactory increase of R98,665 is shown in th Peak 
leather this year. 5 ie value of manufactured 


The following are the tables for the last two years :— 


g 
Sieg Ss ha eae te tactile 
BAGH ergs seco thos Singita Aes 
Carpets and Namdas, 


The trade under the head of Namdas shows a slight i crease, 
sreat demand in Kashmir, as compared with near oe pi 
,020 in carpets. Takin; er? ‘ae dh 
increase in the pasa the frac ea oe vee. eet 
The following are the figures for the past five years:— 


1893-94 + 

i 1894-95 + 

oo) 3895-06. - 
1896-97 

‘ota 











+ 363/935 0 0 
» 1,00,277 8 o 
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Silk, raw. 


tee _Ra4.050 worth viopates in the previous year, 
Spices. 


Gold. Silver, 

R ap Rk 

ae Ries a 36 RO OOUS™ 9° “0 + 2,92)158 
+ +» 3,56,702 0 0 + 6,78.338 

ois roa, Nel GSAS O50. an eae TSN 
+ + + 348339 0.0. «582,347 

. +  « 48161 So , 2,18,410 

e Opium. 


Fifteen maunds of opium to the value of about R4,500 was brought up 
“this year by certain Hindu traders to be exported to Turkistan, 


Silk, raw, to the value of R15,570 was imported during nee year, as against 
Decrease of R18,480. 


The trade under this head shows a decrease of R36,530. 





The figures for the past five years are as follows :— 


wR 


Sate SAR eee gad oer +. spaahiag, 
“ot AP sage aap Sa + 35,805, 
MADD» oi wie Ny og sae os + 36,225, 
SOPOT gis he SB ce As, Sosy ot me + + 58590 
RGB BB ig na ow etn ee ae Ce Ne GR Oe: 


Precious stones, 
_. Turquoises and Coral. 


Sen epee of — ‘show an increase oft R4,5g1 on 





a that of the previous year, due to the Russian | 1 
dealers, not coming to Ladakh on account of plague prohibi 
The figures for the last ten years are as subjoined :— 





a end 
q 
a a Sa a 6 + 9160 
YOp-90 ke kh ee, Menai oe eo an . 
W0GT 8 sw we ee RG 32,047 
egrgn ss oe) gar a aaa 
snes 6 fs’ BEA ae + 39,060 E 
1893-04 + £4 * . . * sa + 45)700 
A Oe a ee ae er +4 15 7;280. | 
Lj I a Da Ye 72,318, 
1896-97 » a ak ae Gea mi 
1897-08. . . . . . . . + 43,180 
China Tea, 


This is green leaf tea, imported 24 Bombay or Calcutta, Shows a 
decrease of Rgi6. ‘ 


The figures are as f6llows :-— 
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1896-97 «we Co Rr oe SEs ny 
1897-98. . * ° ° < . . + 8360 a 
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Lhassa brick tea.—The trade under this head has slightly decreased 
compared with last year. ae 


The figures for the last ten years are as follows :-— 


ice co OA ee pee ly 
ak RMT ay Steers Oe aa 518 
MOON) — pL Se sat 2) Shape 
1893-04 + . . . . . . . 
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_ Unmanufactured. The trade under this head in the year under report 
shows a decrease of R18,754 on that of the previous year. " 
‘The manufactured woollen goods shows also a decrease of R11,660. 
The value of the above goods yore, during the year under report was 
_ R2,272-8-0 as against R3,438-8-0 in the previous year. 





Miscellaneous. 


The trade under this head shows a decrease of R1,980. 
’ The total amount of the miscellaneous imports is R35,088 against R37,068. 


General Remarks. 


In 1896 when reporting on the trade of 1895,1 was able to write most 
favourably on its rapid increase. Improved roads, increased interest, had 
materially raised the figures each successive year. 

2. In the trade there was profit to our home manufacturers, profit to. our 
Indian manufacturers and the means of a cash revenue to the Kashmir State. 

3. This year in reporting on last year’s trade, I regret to have to state that 
‘on the total value of the trade, and in almost every article of import and export 
there has been a heavy decrease. 

s oe From all appearance the Indian Yarkand trade is suffering from a rapid 
echine. 

5. In view then of the future uncertainty of our trade with Chinese Turkis« 
tan, and the chance that the “open door” in that quarter may not always be 
as open as now, it is our duty to look for fresh fields. 

6. In my opinion this is to be found in the direction of Tibet. A commer- 
cial invasion of that inystic country, with the rich provinces of Szo Chau Kansi 
and Shensi in China as objective, would I believe be profitable. 

7. There are already some hopeful signs. ‘The peasantry of Tibet are 

dually losing their suspicious dislike of the trader from India. Between 
eines and Tibet trade is busy to the few who are allowed to cross the border, 
and I am being constantly asked whether the wool trade used in carpet manu~ 
facture, etc., could not be increased. 
. Surely there is much to advocate a policy which should carry trade to 
South China, and | hope this trade report will at any rate be the means of draw- 
ing attention to Tibet and its possible use as a trade market. 
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on the trade between India 
i year ending the 31st March 1 
of obtaining locally any reliable stat 
ini tion regarding our tral Asian 
vaucapers a goods arrive in Yarkand from Ladakh, the great 
jortion is expedited to the different commercial centres of Khotan, nee 
Mfaralbashi, Aksu, ete., and no official record is kept by the Chinese Authorities 
of the quantity, and nature, of the wares thus distributed. With the assistance, 
however, of our traders, the two annexed tables have been prepared. The one 
contains information regarding the proportional demand for Joding “oie 
the principal cities of Chinese Turkistan, and the other gives ation 
regarding the proportional supply goods from these same centres for export to 
Ladakh, whilst the notes in the “ Remark column” deal with the present and — 
prospective state of the market for the goods. 2 


(2) It is not here intended to make an accurate comparison of the trade — 
of the year under report, with that of the previous. 
But, generally, it may be said that here hes been © 
a falling off in the imports as well as in the exports, The diminution in the 
former was not unexpected by the merchants, in view of the market having, in 
the spring of 1895, been over-stocked with Indian goods and of the consequent 
low prices. Another cause of the decrease may appatently be traced to the 
uncertainty of the Indian charas market: it is a well established fact that. there 
is nothing that so depresses import trade as when charas sells badly in the 
Punjab. Charas being the chief export from Turkistan, to the same uncertainty 
may be ascribed the cause of the fall in the exports. 
' (3) Although there appears to have been a diminution of trade during, 
General remarks regarding present 1897-98, yet there is no reason to anticipate 
condition of Indian trade, + _ that its injurious effects will be of a permanent 
nature. The capital invested, has, in no way, diminished ; and the number of 
our traders has remained practically the same as during the previous year. The 
profits realized are estimated at 12} per cent. per annum by the Hindus; and 
this, taking into account the fact that most of them trade with borrowed money 
on which interest varying from 6 tog per cent, is charged. The profits made 
by Mohamadans is said to be higher. This dividend of 123 per cent, would 
appear to have been fairly well maintained during the last five years. Previous 
to this period, the profits were more considerable, amounting at times to 25 per 
cent. But despite this diminution, the market for Indian goods has grown in 
firmness. During the eightcen years of peace which the natives of Kashgaria have 
uninterruptedly enjoyed under the Chinese rules there can be no doubt that the ~ 
wealth of the country has increased, and with it, the improved purchasing power _~ 
of the people. With time, too, Indian goods have become known, and, unlike 
shsigeboch phen. ouriGenteal Asay trade mack ach infancy, they now find their 
way not only to the whole of the Alta Shabr (literally, six cities, vés., Khotan, 
Kargalik, Yarkand, Yangi Hissar, Kashgar and Maralbashi), but also to the 
Aksu District. Tne present attitude of the Chinese local authorities with 
sent to the scan ce ought perhaps to be described as one of 
riendliness, a proof of which they have recently given in the re-openii na 
peaatd sad cago amie if Si opening, of 


_ te 
(4) The demand for goods from India for the year under report (especially 
during the latter portion of it) his puldisley 

other skins, brocades, velvet, broad-cloth 
¥ coral selling at present exceptionally well. It is 
regrettable to notice that the things for which the market is zeod are ge 
» not @f English manufacture. The brocades are from Benares or from. | 

The velvet and broad-cloth are “made in Germany.” 
(5) A few facts regarding the position which Indian trade now oce 
eat relation to its Russian rival cannot fail to 

‘ interest, 

_| The demand for Russian goods is without doubt ever increas 
prints of Moscow manufacture, as cheap as they are varied and f 
largely imported. The bazaars of every town are overestocked 






(a) There is no means 











Falling off in the exports and imports. 





















‘The present demand for goods fram 
India in the Chinsse Turkistan Mar- 












ist which may 
Pats mn i 
eum, honey,  SWeet meats, por 
mbl n io Bisaa salcics, halvaa. ‘ond alice These 
ew exceptions, could, but for the competition, be supplied from 

we gradually bac to relinquish our position in favour of Russia, 
til at last our trade has had to confine itself chiefly to articles of which we 
lucers, and in which there is no competition. This general rule 
few. exceptions, the most important, as well as the most unexpected, of 

which is the English cotton goods, = 
+ ©) The inequality of BG eee steak which Russian and Indian trades 
Naty a in this commodity are carried on is most marked ; 
rie ae a tamnnsass and, needless to add, largely preponderates in 
Sern eet, favour of Russia, Owing to the quickness with 
_ which goods from Moscow.can be exported to Kashgarh 72d trade routes which 
are practically open at all seasons, a Russian merchant can turn over his capital 
at least twice in the course of a year. Transport is moreover astonishingly 
cheap. Moscow goods are expedited to Kashgar by two different roads, the 
‘one 74 Kazan, Semipolatinsk and Vernoi, and the other vid Transcaspia and 
Osh, The charges of the carrying company (Comptoir) at Vernoi are roubles 
8 pet pood (36 Ibs.) from Moscow to that town. ‘The carriage for the remaining 
distance to ee is effected by means of camels, and cost 50 copeks for the 
‘same weight. le transport zd the southern route is largely in the hands of 
another carrying company established at Samarkand, whose charges are roubles 
2-60 copeks per pood from Moscow to Samarkand. The freightage thence by 
cart to Osh costs about 40 copeks per pood, whilst for the remaining distance 
to Kashgar, which is effected by means of ponies carrying at least 288 Ibs, the 
expenses of transport amount to 80 copeks. The average cost per pood, or 
0°44 maund, from Moscow to Kashgar is therefore roubles 38 copeks or 


tage is anticipated, consequent on the opening tb merchandise transport 

of the Samarkand-Andijan Railway, which will certainly take place during the 

current year. The average bounty given by the Russian Government on the 

export of different sort of cotton goods amounts to roubles 3-70 copeks which 

sum is more than suflicient to cover the costs of transport. In the near futdre, 

a further stimulus will probably be given to the Russian chintz trade by the 

encouragement which has systematically been afforded to the growth of cotton 

in the Caucasus and in Turkistan. The cotton yearly produced in the latter 

vince is said to amount to over four million poods. The yield in the 

erghana District, which is appraised at 18 million roubles per year, is such as 

to have considerably increased the value of land, the cost of which in the 

surroundings of Margillan is estimated at roubles 300 per desiatine (113,067 

Square yards). 

(7) Now, under these most favourable circumstances for Russian trade, it is 

My eg ike a curious fact that Englistr cotton goods still 

eee alge ane wir vale as sustain a competition. Can we claim superiority 

Be ee oem orate recatolg? “These ape she alghcea esauce 

for thinking so. One would rather believe that amongst our exports, some of the 

‘most worthless cottons from the bazaars of India find their way to Yarkand, 

- The same cottons sell, by reason of their exceeding cheapness, and are 

disposed of with little or no profit. Why are they then imported? Because of 

mawirare medium of’exchange for charas, the chief article of export to 
India. Suppose a trader had purchased in Yarkand some charas, and had 

eae Sor sects and ‘another trader had brought chintz, etc., with him from 

Ir ‘hich, plus carriage, had cost him the same amount. Even if the latter 

not dispose of his prints, by taking payment in money, so as to cover his 

outlay, he would still make a better bargain for charas in using his goods ag} a 
‘medium of exchange, than could the first trader who had only money to 

i t ity of the ish cotton goods. If the above proposition needs 

fel be bond the tact that, with very few exceptions, the exporters 

yneprints are our Hindus, and only such of our Muhammadan merchants 

h trade; whilst the other traders, Afghans and 

in that drug, seldom export cotton goods 


Ry coer’ the rouble=a5d., and the rupees 16¢.). A reduction in this 





case with reference 


a 
quarantine regulations on the Ferghana border F 

ipbeirtucioation there is. The Russian exports dis eng aen : 
are scarce, consisting merely of a few pieces of : known 
tari, The only goods from India which have, during the year under 


sincerest glfeste attention. "This may e 


. sent to Ferghana in any quantity are coral, for which the market is | 
good. It is estimated that one-third of the amount of this commodity ree 
m India are for consumption in Ferghana. As the duty is exiremely 
(roubles 180 per pood) doubtless the Russian customs find it extremely. 
nerative whenever they can levy it; there is no article in which contrabi 
. so Bereaved asin coral It is estinaies Sek fully padre d the q 
imported into Russian territory is smuggled. importation inglish mus 
is Dbsolutely prohibited, Harald this commodity is much liked, it also forms an 
item in contraband trade. Indigo, on which there is no duty, and tea used 
be sent vid Kashgar to Ferghana ; but for the last two years their import has 
ceased, owing, it is said, to their having now followed, from India,the toad vid 
Persia, to Russian Turkistan. The cause of this deviation in favour of a circuit. 
‘ous route ought to be an interesting subject for investigation, ¥ 
(9) Afew samples of piece-goods of Russian, French, German, ete. 
manufacture, collected in the Yarkand Bazaar, are forwarded with this report, 
together with a list containing some particulars regarding prices, etc. (see 
Tables C and D). a) shes 


YARKAND; GEORGE MACARTNEY, Special Assistant 
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TABLE A. 
‘Showing the imports from India, »:# I adakh, and their pro, 


ae in different parts of Chinese Tutkistand ‘ine 
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Table C. 
List of samples of Russian piece-goods with prices current at Yarkand in March 1898. 
. 
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sion which. ah ‘over South: 
previous week had advanced into. 
sand filled up. Pressure was in moderate to 
and Central India and in slight to moder 
‘the Peninsula, the Bay of Bengal, Bur 
hence above their normal January intensit 
‘normal cold-weather directions, Skies were 
‘Assam and Upper Burma, and clear el 
‘to moderate in amount, had occurred in 3 
fight shower of hail had fallen at Mussooree. | T! 
_wery marked, Temperature was in consi Pr 
Madras Deccan, and in moderate excess in Mysore, the Madras 
urna, Temperature was, on the other hand, more or less largely 
“normal over the remainder of the Indian area. iency 
6 and 11° over the area, including Baluchistan, the North: Western. P e 
Gujarat, the Punjab, Rayputana, Central India, the Central Provinces, Berar 
esd Soules vee “ee a signees ee at Simla (18°) and Chaleat 
an nikhet (each 17°). Both day and night temperatures were | large 
defect in the area of decreased temperature, rt fi 
Ms Monday, January oth.—Pressure was ‘unchanged in Baluchistan and 
Indus Valley and had increased throughout the remainder of the Indian 1 oj 
‘Phe rise was brisk to rapid in the Peninsula, North-Eastern india and 
“Burma and slight elsewhere. Pressure was more or less above the normal ¢ 
‘where, except in Lower Burma, where it was locally in slight defect. The ex 
least in Southern India (a2”), and greatest in Berar and ‘the neigh! 
districts of the Central Provinces, where it averaged a seventh of an inch 
amount. Strongly marked a icyclonic conditions hence obtained in India, 
mote especially in Berar arid at Nagpur, where pressure was higher than has been 
recorded during the past ten years, ‘The wind ‘system was of the usual 


weather type. Theair was abnormally dry in Cutch, the humidity at 8 A.Me 


Being only 18 percent. at Bhuj. Skies were more or less clouded i 
reaabon, tHe North. (West Himalayas, Assaen,(Uppbe Butea and ee 
Light thunder-showers had been received at Jalpaiguri and Cocanada, 
temperature conditions were even more abnormal than on the previous 
“Temperature was below the normal over. the whole of the country, with the 
exception of Burma, Mysore and Madras, where it continued in ‘ges 


» thoderate excess. The deficiency exceeded 5°over the whole of 


and Central India and the northern half of the Peninsul: 
“Berar and the Central Provinces where it averaged 11° dig ont 


Tuesday, toth Fanuary-—Pressure had decreased over the northern 
The 38 W 


* of the Indian area and increased over the southern hall. 


however, very small in amount and did not modify the. pres: ist 
sany important extent. Winds were normal in pera Stade 
_ westerly than usual in Lower Burma, Skies were generally clear, 
‘had fallen anywhere beyond light local showers at Trincomalee 
A ise of temperature had occurred in Baluchistan 
Andia hill districts, and the mean. temperature of the previous 24. 
above the normal in the former and 3° to.” in defect in the 
perature had increased slightly to pO Hie 
ep lain “an oe Deccan, ze the deficiency. in these areas 
marked than on the previous day. The lo ti 
‘other hand, extended eastwards to ‘y Ahad eae 
ature during the past day 
wure.remaiued in , 


slight 
Indias The distribu 
Raj Winds were 





est R 
a aan Il and of no signifi 
changes were sma! no significance and ce 
conditions anned unaltered. Winds weed feebly cyclonic in Sind 
more easterly than usual in the west coast districts, The i e 
hill districts of Upper India and the Central Punjab. The Palin Cag ‘ 
in these areas at/8 A.M. were 16 per cent..at Chakrata and 
hushab and 23 per cent. at Simla. Skies were generally overcast in Baluchis 
and Upper India and practically cloudless over the remainder of the country. 
rature had diminished briskly in. Mysore and Southern India and was 
or had increased, toa moderate extent over the remainder of the Indian 
gion. The mean temperature of the past day was 7° in defect. of the normal 
| Orissa and Chota Nagpur, 6° in Bengal, Bihar and Berar and 5° in Assam: 
and the Central Provinces. It was, on the other hand, 11° aboye the normal. 
Quetta and 5° at Simla, Chakrata and Ranikhet. Ws Mee 
5 Friday, 13th Fanuary.—Pressure had given way over the whole of the _ 
Indian region, with the exception of Baluchistan and the Indus Valley, where * 
it had increased slightly to rapidly. The fall was brisk in East Rajputana, 
“Bundelkhand, due to the transfer to that area of the depression which was 
ing through Sind on the previous day. Pressure was normal in Northern an 
Central India and in slight to moderate excess in the Peninsula, Gradients were, © - 
“hence, feebler than usual over India, Pressure contjnued in slight to modérate 
defect in Burma, and the area of minimum pressure lay as for some days past 
‘enasserim and the pi ing sea area, Southerly winds prevailed in 
the hill districts cof Uppee | ia, and humidity had again decreased in that area, © 
, The air was driest at 8 a.m. at Chakrata where the percentage of humidity was 
percent. Skies had cleared in Baluchistan and the Punjab. They were 
Le in Kashmir and light to moderate snow had fallen in that area, “A i 
ave of moderate intensity was affecting Baluchistan where temperature had 


- 


siskly over the greater part of India and was now approximately normal, exc é 
‘the Punjab, the Central Provinces, Berar, North-Western India, the outage 


. ey 11° during the past 24 hours, ‘Temperature had increased slightly to 
Deccan and ope ‘Burma, where it was from 3° to 8° below the normal, due to 
Fi oe 


a paeigaih peers “inal F 
jaturday, Fanuary 1gth— ure ges were again i 

nt si oa ‘importanc The chief features of the site at 

slight to deniaics lideer Hanne and 7s aijeeenes 

e in Baluchistan. Winds were very li 
0 Ate and Se it) ve 

were exceedingly un: on tl 

“had occurred the tl id ie of Upper : 
n cloud over the Indian region, with 

y were moderately clouded. No rain 


anyw at Vi Fe det-shower at Mergui, The t 
ul Ue 1€ | 
on ere ch es ro ¢ normal thar oe some day a 
in temperature of 


r jous 24 ‘hours “aa §° hela ths 
° it ‘ ‘in Assam, Berar 
Sprasheogucny cent re 
feature 


Rac an 
much lowe 





a 


Staion. 


The following table giving Ptonpoane variation data of the eae 
a oe the mean temperature of the whole of India including 
iderable defect of the normal on the first five days and in moderate 
the last two days. For the whole x week the mean temperature av 
below the ppm ‘as b pompared with 1%5, bec an’ previous week cee 


VARIATION PROM NORMAL OF MEAN THMPERATURS 
‘OF 24 HOURS FRROEDING 8 A.M. OF 


Province, 
toth. | asth, 








Mean for whole of India 7 ig —sa 








Rainfall—The zainfall of the week was small i amount 
almost solely in North-Eastern India, "The rainfall returns y pi 
districts which received. effective rain durin, the week w 

and Hills, East, Bs North va nal 
Coast South : 


a lade and were 














. Mar 
 Madras.—For week ending 21st Panuary Li 
‘patts of the southern districts, but none elsewhere, 
ally sufficient. Some sowings are still being made. 
gi - ly pee condition, See bits he Deccan. | 

_ continues, the outturn being almost not turage is | 
but fodder is sufficient. The condition of cattle is normal. Fe has 


a general fall in prices, 2 


Bombay.—For week ending 25th Fanuary.—Rain is wanted | 
slate crops in Shikarpur. The standing crops have been di frost 
Yhroughout Sind, and by rats or blight in parts’ of ae and Dharwar. 
Harvesting of the early crops continues in three, and_of the late crops in 
districts. Cotton-picking is progressing in parts of Gujarat and Kathia 
Preparations for next season continue in parts of the Deccan and the Konkan. 
pear is sufficient, except in parts of Sind, Agricultural| stock is healthy, 
ices have risen in four and have fallen in six districts. Be: 


Bengal.—For week ending 23rd Fanuary.—There was no rain durisg as 
week except 1"18 inches at Darjeeling. Reports of all crops are favourable, 
The harvesting of winter rice is practically over, and the gathering of pulses 
and pressing of sugarcane are going on, The SEripg Crp s are thriving and 
ay . Aisin | 


ly ready to be cut. Poppy is also doing wi ‘aterpillars have 

in Saran and Champaran, at are doing injury to the spring and poppy crops. 
The transplantation of spring rp is proceeding, and ploughing for autumn rice 
and jute has begun in some districts. The Datesmcely is everywhere abun 

and cattle are generally in good condition. No important change is 

in the price of common rice. : ‘ 


‘North-Western Provinces and Oudh,—For week ending 
Fanuary.—The weather is clear and cold. The standing crops, except 
Slight damage from frost in parts, are*doing well, Irrigation and the 
Sugarcane continue. Supplies ‘and fodder are sufficient. Prices have 
risen in places, otherwise they are practically stationary. 


Punjab.—For week ending 25th Fanuary,—Rain is ba 

throughout the Provinces none ra aie week. poration! 
tinues. Irrigation and weeding of the spring crops are in P 
for the extra ‘spring cro i‘ have commenced in Lahore. 

spring crops are ly promising, but their conditi 
ey Khan. Crops on lands dependent on rain are mostly 
drought, and the extreme dry cold -has stunted the growing crops in 
‘The gram and rapeseed ctops are being damaged a 
‘two talisils of the Ferozepore district, The condition of 

‘0. 


» Cat Ml 
cattle 
Fodder is getti 
Mirani! Rewdipingersegens eae 
i, awalpins in i, ind 
\gram 21 to 24, barley: g: np dente What e sling ia! pe! 
25, andtice 13 to 14. seers per rupee, fo sae nals Stee aa 


of Dera Ismail Khai 





‘ a rough msg as in. 
i autumn ¢ imost 

continu: Reanie | linseed 

nee are—wheat 1 Sant 


ha r er be aeatant peat —wheat 12 
10g, and juar 1 rupee. Wheat continues to 

‘rate in the » east west of the pravinces, and the 
‘gram is still low in the Northern districts. a 


—For week lending 21st Fanuary.—In Lower Burma the reapit 
1 i ip ist an aommend in nine districts. Threshing contitoadd 
In Upper Burma sowing of dry weather paddy and other crops is still in 
The standing crops generally promise well. The price of paddy 
slightly in Akyab and Myaungmya and risen in Pegu and Thayetmyo. 


Assam for week ending 24th Famuary. No nin fll during the week 

jarvesting of the late rice crop still continues in Kamrup, Darrang and 
Gathering of pulses, pruning of tea, and pressing of sugarcane are 

ss. The rent OL mustard, Bs and sugarcane crops 

generally good. Fodder is scarce in Cachar, the Naga, Khasi and Hills, 

and in parts of Sylhet. Water is insufficient in the Khasi and Jaintia Hil 

| Pri common rice, Silchar 144, Sylhet, Dhubri and Gauhati 16, Ti 4 

Nowgong, Sibsagar and Dibrugarh, 13 seers per rupee. : 


_, Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 25th Fanuary—Mvysore: The 
‘standing crops ard iappoed aaandinets; Piees. hates dalled alightly 4 Katae 
‘and Kadur and risen in eee: Ragi (Eleusine coracana) has been 
harvested in Bangalore, Kolar, Mysore, Chitaldrug and Shimoga, a 
Coors: The ged of rice has commenced, whilst that of ragi 

|» (Bleustne coracana) and coffee-picking continue. Prices of food-grains are 
_. stationary, Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient, 


Bae: 












Berar and Hyderabad.—For week ending 25th Fanuary.—BERAR: 
‘The weather is cool. The prospects of the winter rope are Saterounie Land 
is under preparation for the ensuing monsoon crops in parts of the Province. 

is insufficient in two districts. A scarcity of water prevails in Akola, 
‘Amraoti, and Wun, Prices of wheat and jzwar have fallen in the Akola 
luka but are steady elsewhere, 

Hyperapad: No rain fell during the week, The autumn rice harvest 

leted, and that of the spring crops has commenced in parts. 
ice is being sown, Insects are damaging the castor-seed crops | 
kas of the Naldrug and Warangal districts, and rats are i 





pending 25th Fansory.—No' cain fel daring the 
sei a betes in Bundelkhand and are 
standing crops is indifferent in 


condition of the 
-outturn will, be below the 
Baghelkh: 


snowy and cloudy. Prices contig fo 
‘seers per Tapee. 
Jammu Province For oid ending. 


week. The condition of the standi 
ices have risen slightly wheat is 


Nepal.—For week ending 21st Fanuary. 
— Wheat iF germinatng The p 








yet been driven out of the market. 
‘nder the head Prints there pages 
‘Tt was noted in last year's re) a : 
fae: ‘a bounty on prints, “Their command 
it report nnd the reasons were given. | Under 
goods,” there has also been a considerable 0. ‘ 
Large quantities of renulla eee eer _ imported to be 
year 
pri im to the 
Russians have manufactured muslin. In last year’s report 
‘it was imported into Central Asia vid Batoum. 
"The imports of cotton yarn and twist have pe 
‘Cotton, and twist, These ‘comm ities 
an amongst the inhabitant 
manufacture into country cloth of a rough quality. In 
97 there was a greatfall in thisimport. ‘The figures have, ho’ ‘ 
‘The import of drugs has risen from £154 to £2,100 ; the: toi 
have been due to an accumulation caused 
a pi ss slobig ot the roads into Persia 
under the Russian plague regulations, otherwise there is no special reason 


an unusual amount of drugs should have been imported. - Most of these di 
are of Indian produce. ‘ re 
“Dhere is an increase tinder the head of coffee, It is said that there is an 


wee increase in the consumption of this 
i in Meshed and the district. 

There was an increase also in spices, said to have been caused by a 
quantity coming in directly the 

were opened after they had been 

in consequence of the ramours of approaching plague, ts 

Broadcloth was imported to the extent of £2,730 

aD this article is said to be largely on 

‘increase, Formerly broadcloth 


Turkey and Tabriz. The broadcloth mies Bae Bombay is of a finer quality 
and suits public taste better ; an increase wl has taken place in the 


Spices, 


may be thus accounted for. 


i Russtan Imronrs, i 
‘With respect to articles imported from Russian territory itis 
ies that there has again beon a 
die. 3 increase under the head of loaf. 
crystallised sugar. . The increase over last year is said to be due toa 
extent to the increase in the custom of drinking tea sweetened 
which would be unpalatable in Europe. Other sugars are p hy 
.ousted from the market, ‘There’ is no competition between 
countries with regard to sugar. ‘This poate as been noted in 
: * ‘ 


Piece goods, bet Oe 
g ean be : 
| There has been an increase in iron goods (chi 
a Tron goods and steel, of mis 


& 





imported from Mot han dioxtate: Best 
os tore that there has: been | 
from inset de oy to pees 


Cee ee Gaktes asain Po 
a semiages estes ee i 





have come various € 
Meshed, it can be i 
the population of this town was 

$0,000 souls this year, : 


es Populations, 
Wap ¢ 
t it there Ybout 200 ving | 
‘At present are about pe reel : looms, sak 
‘The length of the aar is 41} inches. “there te et rat te 
0 e Zar is inches. ere iso a nm 
factsles dn Tarahidiand. Rata, sa 4 see bi 
‘Baluch and Herat carpets, which are much appreciated a 
expoited in large numbers to foreign counties, 
Formerly there were 2,200 looms for silk-weaving in M 
% cea present there eae 
‘The falling off is due toa rise in t 
| value of raw silk and less demand for Mashed silks owing to aniline dj 


me also shawl-weariig factories a the 
seen nen eat ie 
sumptior 
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Pabular statement showing vise of imports prety eda 


‘Tora 


GRAND TOTAL 





Norn—Tumans 5=21 string. 





of Werdpn geod iad from Meshed 


770 
15,854 
17,008 









































“For fice years 1893-94 to 1897-98. 
ta a mae 
108.94, | 1804-95. | 1995.96.| 1890-97, | 1807-08. 
Imports or Exports. Todia sis i Yet 
£ £ 2 2 fo) okaaas | 
1ss170 | 261,70 | 133,005] 42,824 | 47,190 | 
Tenports, 
From India (oid Bombay and Bandar] 198406 | i123 | 199197 | 80,547 | 150,282 
Abbas). 
Rowian Ey 0.208 | 86900| 99.647 | 121,270 
& Baope, (ea Sago | owes | Saree | tena0 | “aaare 
Abghenioma «{) 25aa6 | 13,470] 1880} 6206 | ag,78 
902,405 | 404,493 
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ig x GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 7 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, a 
eI gota pe | 


‘Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 am. on 
Saturday, January 2st, 1899, ’ 


Very strongly pronounced anti-cyclonie conditions obtained in the Indian 
area io the first two days of the week. A wave of low pressure crossed the 
North-West Frontier into North-Western India on the 17th, but it was of very 
slight imensity, and hence produced no important change in the weather con- « 
ditions ae 4s ing a light fall of snow in Kashmir and perlans the interior 

| Tanges te Paes Himalayas. te eeeacae ‘on the 18th was followed. 
by tye brisk i meneaae ‘of pressure which high pressure conditions of 
_ © moderate intensity on the aoth and ast. 
_ Weather was hence unusually fine and settled sar oagntt the week in the 
‘plains of India, except in South Madras, which obtained some local thunder- __ 
showers of ittle importance at the end of the week from intensified north-east 
fist ad 


a 


up’ 







feature of the weather of the week under review, as also of 
k, was the severe cold over the whole of Bagnern and Central 
‘Deccan, The mean tei ture of the week av 
@ below the noxmal in these areas due nett to unusually 
re. The cold was most severe in Bengal Pater? 
night temperatures were recorded at ican stations than have 


January 1 1sth-—Pressure was practically ; 
the remainder of the Indian 
Northern ‘and Central India. Pressure — 





es was” 0} 
and Burma, sdcteaange of pressure was 

‘amount than usual over the Indian area in January, 

‘ordinary cold weather type. The air was baiaier 

‘West Rajputana, Skies were overcast in the | i Valle v 

Tightly clouded in the plains of India, No rain had fallen anywhere dt 
Sore ious twenty-four hours, A cool wave of considerable int ectin| 
H Baluchistan and Upper India, and causing a large reduction of moa 

The mean temperature of the past day was 153° the normal at 

jn Sind and 5° in the Punjab due chiefly to unusually low night t 

Temperature was in moderate to considerable defect of the 

a ‘Assam, Orissa, Bombay and Southern India, and prac ly_no 

urma, the Gangetic Plain, Mysore, Madras Deccan, Central Ind‘a, Berar 
‘the Central Provinces. Liatvay ele 


Monday, ¥anuary 16th—The pressure changes of the previous 24 hc 
ei ne eee ie ola atid, tae eae 
to accentuate the abnormal pressure conditions obtaining ioe and Cen- 
tral India on the previous day. Pressure was nearly two-tenths of an inch above 
the normal in Sind and a twentieth of an inch below it in Upper Assam and 
North Bengal, and there was hence an abnormal gradient of a quarter of ‘an in 
between these two regions. Pressure had increased with great rapidity lo 
in Kashmir, the rise being greatest at Astor, where it was three-tenths. o 
inch in amount. A slight local fall of ihe barometer had occurred in Balu- 
chistan, and a feeble wave of low pressure was Sree eastwards through thats 
area) Winds were generally from their normal cold weather directions in the 
plains of India, but were somewhat stronger than usual. The air was abnor- re 
mally dy in Sind, Cutch and Rejputana. The lowest humidity recorded in this 
area was 17 per cent. at Hyderabad. Skies had clouded over in B: istan 
and Upper India. No rain or snow had again occurred at any of the meteoro- 

‘logical stations. Temperature had increased very rapidly in "Baluttistan, 
was only in slight defect in that area during the previous 24 hours, A 
reduction of temperature bad, on the other hand, occurred in Upper and 
tral India and also in the North-Western Provinces due to the extensio: 
cool wave to that area. The mean temperature during the past day was 
defect in the Punjab, 6° in Sind, 5° in Rajputana, 4° in Central India, 

+ and the North-Western Provinces, 3° in Bengal and Orissa and 2° in 
* Chota Nagpur, the Bombay Deccan and. West Coast, Elsewhere - 
. ® tions of temperature from the normal) were small and unimportant. 


Tuesday, Fanuary 17th.—\he wave of low Piste which 


» Baluchistan on the previous day had entered North-Western India, 
brisk to rapid fall of pressure in that. area. Pressure was now in 
moderate defect in the Punjab, and in considerable defect at the st 
North-Western Buea Oyer the remainder of the Indian area th 
changes were too small to modify the general pressure condi 
had diminished rapidly in Northern and Central India, and the wi 
much lighter than on the two days. The air continued 
dry in North Bombay. The driest station in India at 8 A.M. was 
the percentage of humidity recorded at that hour was only 
cleared in Baluchistan, but continued overcast in Kashmir, where 
fallen during the previous 24 hours. Temperature had fallen ove 

“ lorthern and Central India and the Deccan, and 
low the normal. The deficiency was most ked in 
sane dai Se and the North-Western Provinces, in 
een 6° and 11°. Temperature differed to importan 
normal in Burma and Southern india, 2 2 





most. wrthy ‘ 
‘the whole. icratinnsy India to the north of Lat, 20°N. . The 
ir area, and was greatest in the 
Provinces and Cen! . The temperature conditions 
ically normal in the Peninsula and ahs 
‘Thursday, Fanuary 19th-—Pressure had given way briskly in Baluchistan. * 
» thus reduci oe excess in that area. It had jnereased piceuetily the whole 


India and Burma, briskly in Southern India, Berar, the Central Provinces, 
Nagpur and South and East Bengal, and slightly elsewhere. ‘The varia- 
tions of pressure from the normal were small, except in Baluchistan, Berar and 
the Central Provinces, where pressure was nearly a tenth of an inch above the 
normal. No change of importance had occurred in the air movement. The air was 
abnormally eae Kathiawar, Gujarat and the northern districts of the Central 
- Provinces. lowest reported 8 A.M. humidity was 13 per cent. at Saugor. 
Skies were clouding over in Baluchistan and North-Western India, but remained 
clear over the remainder of the country. No rain had fallen in India during the 
previous 24 hours. A large increase of temperature had occurred in Baluchis- 
tan and a moderate increase in Northern India. The mean temperature of the 
previous 24 hours was in slight excess in Baluchistan, Upper Sind and the 
_ . South-West Punjab and also in Burma, and was more or less below the normal 
in other districts. The deficiency was more than 54° in amount in Central India 
re ©), Berar (7°) and the Ceniral Provinces, the North-Western Provinces,  * 
u ta Nagpur and Bengal (each 6°). The decreased temperature in these 
areas was due chiefly to much lower night temperature than usual, 





P iday, Fanuary 20th—Pressure had increased: slightly at the great 
majority of stations, thus intensifying the high pressure conditions obtaining on 
the previous day. Pressure was now approximately uniform over Northern 
and Central India and the North Deccan, and winds were light and irregular in 
these areas, Winds were strong over the west of the Peninsula, where gradients | 

4 Were steep. Humidity had increased in the Gangetic Plain, Central India and 
“the Central Provinces. Skies had cleared in Baluchistan and Upper India, No ee | 
rain or snow had fallen anywhere. The temperature conditions were practically 


_ unchanged. Ve 


Saturday, arst.—Pressure had changed erally by small — 
amounts except in Baluchistan and Upper India, where it had fallen slightly @ 
briskly, Pressure continued above the ayerage almost everywhere. The 
excess was moderate to considerable in amount in North-Eastern and Central » 
India, Berar, the Central Provinces and North Madras, and small and unimport- 
ant over the remainder of the country. Winds shifted to north-east on the 
Madras coast, and were blowing freshly, A northerly gale prevailed at Cherat. 

_ Skies were overcast in Southern India, and light showers had fallen in the 
i" me south thsi ae East Caen ies aa Sonting over in, 

- Baluchistan a er India. Temperature had increased over the greater 

f Y ited theeticlency oe yp less onounesd ome on the reas 

day, The mean temperature of the previous urs was from g° to 9’ i 

eet in area, including the whole of North-Eastern and Central 

Central inces and Berar, and approximately normal in the 
+ of India. nee night temperature was much more ly in defect 

ie 














a 
than ire. Tem) jure was, on the other : 
ble excess in Balachistan the Puab bil dence and Cena 


Bere gaaiiceniak tae Senioeralaee canine of ths, neck 


almost identical in character and amount with those of 
48 more or less below the normal over the 






by less 


Madras Deccan, and more or less in defect : 


The deficiency was small in amount in South India, the West | 
and Bomba Dates and moderate to large over the whole of Norio 
Central India and the North Deccan. It was most pronounced in 
“India, where it averaged 6°, The night temperature was inimuch larger defect 
in the area of decreased temperature than the day temperature. — c 
striking feature of the temperature conditions of the week was’ the ormally 
low night temperatures experienced in Baluchistan, the West Punjab and 
Teer Beheal The pital shed the lowest temperatures recorded in these — 
areas and also the lowest hitherto registered in the month of January at the 
same stations for comparison :— hosed sty eric 












Stations. 


uetta Silas z 1897 
hawar + ap 8 | 1878 and ¢ 
Saga 260 18: 
pmensing] . wr 8 
Segoe isend 5. 468 eh ¢ 
Calcutta =. . . 45°5. 1898 
False Point » a Hagel 


Variation from normal of mean tem; of 
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the Crops, 
tanwary—No ‘ain fell during the 
: li 2 ‘The watet-supply is- peal 
i capa peg iki the Deccan. ea angeare ati bela made: 
under ii n, The standing crops are ‘ing general apr se 
epee whee some are not in pod Nsondition, - he sears ae id 
‘yielded a fair to normal out-turn.  Pastu is growing scarce, but fodder is — 
; Oa Reve anaginee The condition of cattle isnormal. The fall in.prices. con- 
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- Bombay.—For week ending 1st Feb .—The standing crops have 
been injured by frost throughout Sind and by white ants in one Enlaka of Thar 
and Parkar, Wheat has been injured by rats in parts: of Bijapur and by 
excessive wind in two talukas of Dharwar. Cotton has been damaged by frost 
Hepes! Baroda Territory. The reaping of the late crops is rogressing.in ten — 
preparations for next season are being made in seven districts, Cotton= 
icking continues in parts of Gujarat and Kathiawar. Fodder is sufficient except 
tk of Sind. Agricultural stock are generally healthy. Prices have risen 
ive and have fallen in seven districts. ete 
. Bengal—For weet ending goth Fanuary.—There was tain over a cone : 
siderable portion of Bengal Proper hf Chota Nagpur, and also in places in 1 
__ + Bihar during the week. Prospects of the spring crops are generally favourable 
ae diocgeiot chen si being harvested, The Pope, crop in Bihar, except for 
‘some damage done by caterpillars in parts cf Darbhanga and Champaran, is. 
flourishing. Spring rice is being transplanted and doing well, Ploughing for 
Autumn tice and jute is proceeding. Fodder is plentiful in every’ district. 
* Prices have slightly risen in some places: in others they are stationary. vi 
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North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—for week ending rst 
February.—Slight showers of rain fell during the week in three districts, other- 
wise clear weatner has prevailed. ‘The standing crops are in good condition, 
sing of sugar-cane and irrigation of the spring crops, continue. Prospects, — 
: r damage by frost in parts, are favourable. Markets are well supplied, 
Fe ‘is sufficient. Prices show a slight rise in some districts otherwise they 
fairly stationary, — Dae atti - i 


‘or meck ending 1st February.—No rain fell during the 
badly wanted throughout the Prong ts sprays Ms prospects: 
conti 


cand itinues: ne dis- 
Wang oe spouting rth en ring wope 
s uundar and below the average in Dera Ismail Khan. lene 












crops have almost been completed and the pressing of suga 
eae. ; of the winter crops has begun in some: employ 
agricultural labour is scarce in Saugor and Damoh. Fodder has become 
- inthe Burgarh tahsil of Sambalpur. The cheapest are:—Wheat 
‘s— gram 92, rice 26 and ywar 38 seers per rupee. he dearest prices. are 
"Ta; gram 15, rice 11%, and jwar 20 seers per rupee, Wheat continues 
-above the normal rate in the south, east and west of the provinces, and 
price of gram is still low in the northern districts. AT yee each 







Burma.—For week ending 28th Fanuary—In Lower Burma ing 
still continues in a few districts. In Bassein the outtura is found to be slightly 

less than was anticipated. In Upper Burma sowing and transplanting of dry 
* weather paddy and miscellaneous crops are progressing. Prospects continue 
favourable. The rice of paddy has risen ee ae in Rangoon, ‘Thot i 
Henzada, Thaton, Tavoy, Minbu and Bhamo and has fallen in Mandalay to 
a less extent in Pegu. rf 


Assam.—For week aie gist Fit pd rain fell during the 
week in all districts except Goalpara ani pct arvesting of the late rice 
crop still continues in Kamrup and Nowgong. Gathering of pulses, pruning 
of tea, and pressing of sugarcane aré in progress, The prospects of the sugars 
cane, mustard and pulse crops are general good. Fodder is scarce in Cac 
and the Naga, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Water is insufficient in the Khasi and 
jaintia Hills. Prices—common rice, Silchar 14} to 15, Sylhet, Dhubri and 
' wuhati 16, and Tezpur, Nowgong, Sibsagar and Dibrugarh, 13 seers per rupee. 































Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending rst February.—Mysore: 

* Prospects are good. Rage (Eleustne coracana) has been harvested in parts of 
Bangalore, Kolar, Mysore and Chittaldroog. Prices have fallen slightly in 
Bangalore, Mysore and Kadur and have risen in Shimoga. ) 


Coorc:—The Sueshing of rice continues whilst that of ragi (Eleusine 
coracana) has been completed. Coffee is still being gathered. Prices of food 
grains are stationary. Wazer and fodder for cattle are sufficient, 


Berar and Hyderabad.—For week ending rst February.—BeRar 
The weather is cool,” The winter erops are not in good condition Land. is 
being prepared for the ensuing monsoon crops in all districts except” t 
A scarcity of fodder and water prevails in parts of the province. Price: 
stationary. 


Hyderabad.—No rain fell during the week. Harvesting of the 
crops continues and weeding of the winter is in progress, Ii 
damaging the castor-seed crop in Rent gn is Warangal an 
districts. Prices continue stationary. Prices—wheat 9, coarse rice 
Juari 2\% seers per current sicca rupee. 





Central India—For week ending rst ain 
Sige week Agriculual opcrarlinahave boot ¢onpcagsealoreiaiy - 
in progress elsewhere. The condition of hy standing crops and their 
outturn are good, though slight damage has caused 
es and Mates, igdesloent stock and 
. Prices are norm: » The 
Bhopal and fair in Malwa. wigan 






poet ending ast ‘anuary.—The weather jae bas 
aoandyciienetie Ph - continue below normal. pei 


‘ce is 27 seers per rupee. 


Neal ending 28th Fanuary—Rainfall “06. The weather 
watt wag, ot Jorn See 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Weather Review of India for the waek ending at 8 am. on 
Saturday, January 28th, 1899, 


‘The week under review was remarkably free from disturbance throughout 
the Indian region, with the exception of Kashmir, the extreme south of the 
Peninsula and Bengal. The first of these areas obtained light snow on the 
agth and 26th due to a slight depression in the North Punjab, the second area 
some local showers from intensified north-east winds on the 22nd and 23rd, and 
the last-named locality numerous thundershowers on the 27th due to the 

¢ eastwards through that area of a low pressure wave. The temperature 
conditions of the week were much less abnormal than during the previous two 
weeks, Temperature was in steady moderate defect in Madras due chiefly to 
low night temperature accompanying great dryness of the air caused by the 
revalencs of dry land winds. Very cool weather prevailed over the whole of 
Deal during the first three days of the week, and remarkably low night tem- 
peratures were recorded at Calcutta and Saugor Island on the night of the 21st. 
On the mean of the whole weak temperature was eeoene ey normal over 
the whole of the Indian area, excepting Assam, Bengal, Bihar and Madras, where 
it was in moderate defect. 


Daily Summary.—Sunday, Fanuary 22nd.—Pressure had’ decreased 
FR the Indian’ area, and was now pecially normal, Light irregular 
airs and calms obtained over the whole of Northern and Central India, where 
Pressure was approximately uniform, Moderate gradients obtained in the 
Peninsula and the Bay of Bengal, and winds were stea the south-west of 
the Bay. Skies were densely clouded in the North-West Himalayas, the South. 

i : a 





and the adjacent districts 0 os 
» were moderately clouded in the south 
“Moderate rain had fallen in East Ceylon and 


of Madras. Temperature was in considerable t ‘ 

‘Assam, Bengal, Orissa, Chota Nagpur, the G lain, | 

Central Provinces and’ practically normal in the remainder of India; 
Burma. Temperature was, on the other hand, in considerable excess in Balu- 


chistan due to much higher day temperature than usual. 


y 

Monday, Fanuary 23rd—A rapid rise of the barometer had occurred in 
Balan ae. J Gove! Sind, and prossuré was now upwards of a tenth of an 
inch above the normal in that area. Pressure had increased slightly to bash 
in the Punjab and Lower Sind, and was in slight excess. In the temainder of 
India the barometric changes were too small to affect the relative distribution 


‘of pressure. Winds were unchanged in direction, but were somewhat lighter in 


the south-west of the Bay and the Coromandel Coast districts. The air was 
yery dry in West Rajputana and the hill districts of Northern India, Skies 
had cleared in Upper India, and were now free from cloud over the whole of ¢ 

Indian area, except Southern India and Ceylon, where they continued sontertaly 
clouded, Moderate rain had fallen in Ceylon and showers in the extteme sot 

of Madras. A rapid fall of temperature had occurred in Baluchistan, and 
temperature was now practically normal in that area. “Temperature had, on the 
other hand, increased slightly to rapidly in India, thus reducing the deficiency in 
that area. The mean temperature of the previous 94 hours was from 3° to 7°” 


below the normal in North-Eastern India and approximately normal in other 


districts. The chief feature of the temperature conditions was the unusually 
large diurnal range in the Punjab and Rajputana (11° aboye the normal). i 


Tuesday, Fanuary 2gth—Pressure had given way over the whole Indian 
area, The fall was rapid in Sind and the Punjab, slight in Burma and Southern 
India and brisk over the intervening region. Pressure was below the normal 
throughout India and Burma by amounts ranging from -oq” in Burma and 
Southern India to “13” in the North-West Punjab. Pressure was unusually 
uniform over the greater part of the interior of India, and winds were light and 
unsteady. Winds had shifted to north-westerly directions in South Madras, 
and caused a very rapid decrease of humidity. Skies had clouded over in 





Kashmir and the Panjab due to the: formation of a slight disturbance in the — 


North Punjab and Chitral. Skies were-clearing in Southern India and Ceylon, 
Practically no rain or snow had fallen at any of the meteorological stations. 
Temperature had increased to a moderate extent in North-Eastern India, but 
was still in moderate to considerable defect, Temperature had decreased 
briskly in Southern India and also ‘in Gujarat and Baluchistan, and ave! 2 
to 3° below the normal. The variations of temperature from the normal were 
smail and unimportant in other districts, His 


Wednesday, Fanwary 25th—Pressure had increased slightly in Bengal, 
Assam and Upper’ Burma and briskly in the North-West Punjab. Pressure was 
steady in Lower and Central Burma and Baluchistan, and had fallen over the 
temainder of the country—briskly in Rajputana and Central India, f 
was in moderate excess in Baluchistan and more or less in defect in tale and 
Burma. The deficiency was least in amount in East and North a 
greatest in Rajputana, Central India and the central and: northern district 
the Central Provinces, where it was slightly upwards of a tenth of an 
Winds had shifted to southerly directions in Bengal and easterly 
in the Gangetic Plain. Humidity had increased very rapidly in Gi 
the hill districts of Upper India, and decreased in Sind, Rajputan 
_ Central Provinces and the Peninsula. Skies had cleared in the No 
West Punjab, but were overcast in Kashmir and heavily clouded in 
"East Punjab, the North-Western Provinces and East Raj 
had fallen in Kashmir and probably also in Chitral. Te 
rapidly in Orissa, Sind and Rajputana and briskly in'B 
‘The temperature conditions ‘were now much less abnorm: 















! fanuary 26th,—Pressure had fallen slightly in Baluchistan and 
ste ly to briskly in North-Western India, and was now practical 
over the whole of that area. Pressure had increased briskly to rapidly 
in Kashmir, and the feeble disturbance in that area on the previous day had 
pa away. Pressure had decreased htly to briskly in North-Eastern 


dia, and was nearly an eighth of an inch in defect of the normal in Chota Nag- 
pur. - The pressure changes were small and irregular in the Peninsula, and the 
. conditions remained unchanged in that area. Winds from between 


“south and east. prevailed in Bengal, Bihar and Chota Nagpur, and skies were 
| clouding over in that area. Skies were lightly clouded in Southern India, and 


were clear inthe remainder of India and Burma, Light snow had fallen in 
Kashmir anda local shower at Mymensingh, Temperature had decreased 

+htly in the southern half of the Peninsula, and averaged 3° below the normal 
in Mysore and Madras during the previous 24 hours due almost solely to much 
lower night temperature than usual. Temperature had again increased briskly 
in North-Eastern India, and_was now approximately normal over nearly the 
whole of Central India, the Central Provinces and Upper India. It was 2° in 
defect of the normal in Burma, Assam and the North-Western Provinces and 
5° below in Baluchistan. 


Friday, Fanuary 27th.—Pressure had recovered briskly over the greater 
part of Northern and Central India and Upper Burma and slightly in the Penin- 
sula and Baluchistan. Pressure differed to no important extent from the normal 
over by far the greater part of the country. It was in moderate to considerable 
excess in Upper Burma and Assam and in moderate defect in Berar and the 
Central Provinces. Winds were shifting back to northerly directions in Bengal. 
Humidity had increased. generally in India and fallen in Baluchistan, The air 
was very dry in Berar, Gujarat andthe West Punjab. The lowest humidity 
recorded at 8 A.M. in that area was 20 per cent. at Deesa and Bhavnagar-Para. 
Skies were heavily clouded in Baluchistan and Kashmir and partially clouded 
in North-Western and Central India, Local thundershowers had occurred in 
Bengal, but skies were now clearing in that area. A brisk to rapid increase of 
temperature had occurred in Chota Nagpur, Bihar and Bengal, and the mean 
temperature of the previous 24 hours was 5° above the normal in Chota Nagpur, 
3° in Orissa and 2° in Bengal and Bihar. Temperature continued in moderate 
to considerable defect of the normal in Mysore and Madras, Temperature was 
Practically normal in North-Western and Central India and the Deccan, The 
diurnal range of temperature was, however, unusually arg in the Punjab, where 
the day temperature averaged 4° above the normal and the night temperature 
4°"4 below it. 


Saturday, Fanuary 28th—The barometric changes of the previous 24 
hours were generally small in amount, and produced no important change in the 
pressure conditions prevailing on the previous day. Winds continued light and 
unsteady in Northern India. Winds were much below their normal strength in 
Madras.and Mysore. A further slight decrease of humidity had occurred in 
Gujarat and Upper Sind, and the air was now unusually dry in that area, The 
i e of humidity at 8 A.M. was only 18 at Bhavnagar-Para and 28 at 

huj. There was much cloud in Baluchistan, North-Eastern India and South 
iras, No rain had fallen anywhere in the Tndian area beyond a light shower 
emperature was in moderate to considerable excess in Orissa, 


at Te 
“Chota Nagpur, Rajputana, Central India and Berar and 3° in defect in the 


West Coast and Bihar. Elsewhere the variations from the normal were small 
and of no significance, 
e e.—The mean temperature conditions of the week varied to a 





‘Temperaturi 
uateenuse cea te the normal than during the preceding two weeks. The 


was a persist ent moderate deficiency of température in .Madras 
y to low night temperature accompanying the prevalence of dry land 
J r] ie Aa 





i feature wa 
in: Non-Western 
derable excess and the 
mounts, " Thus the diurnal range averaged 
Rajputana on the 2grd and 11}° above in 
‘Western Provinces on the 24th. byt 
Presidency during the first three days of the it 
asth and 26th and was more or less above the normal on the last two days. — 
‘Yemperature was in considerable defect of the normal in Berar and the Central 
Provinces at the commencement of the week, but rose rapidly during the 
two days and was from 1° to 3° above the normal d the remainder of 
Temperature differed but little from the normal throughout the _ 
Burma. On the mean of the whole week temperature was normal o1 
whole of the Indian area, with the exception of Assam, Bengal, Bihar < 
Madras, where it was in moderate defect. 
The following statement gives the variations of the mean Sally gem 
from the normal for the 20 divisions of the Empire on each day of the 
and for the whole week :— 


Province. 





Burma. 
Assam 4 
Bengal. 


¥ 


Orissa: 
Bihar 
‘Chota Nagpur _ 
North-Western Provinces an 

Oudh 
Punjab 
Si 


sjarat_ 
Central India 

Central Provinces 
Berar. 
West Coast 
Bumbay Deccan. 
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The following gives th : —_ 
Aieiepet | gives the most noteworthy night temperatures recorded dq 


Station, 











‘Weather was unusually fine and dry over the 

iY area tt zhout the week, except locally in the 

south of s, where light showers were received on the 22nd and 

rd from intensified east winds, Hence the chief feature of the weather 

the week was the absence of cold weather storms and the consequent preva- 

i of quiet settled weather over Baluchistan, North-Western and Central 

“India, which areas receive light to moderate rain during the period in years of 
ordinary meteorological co: ren @ z 

|__ During the period rst to a8th January less rain than usual has fallen over 

far the of the country, the only exceptions being Bengal, Chota 

He : see id and the east of the ‘North Western rovinces. The 

deficiency is, on the whole, most marked in Baluchistan and the Punjab, which 

usually obtain moderate to heavy rain, but where practically or absolutely no 





rain has fallen since the beginning of January. 
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‘Weekly Report on tho state of the Season and Prospects of - 
; i the Crops. 


Madras.—For week ending gth February—Some rain fell in the 
‘southern part of Tinnevelly and light scattered showers in the remaining parts 
‘of the southern districts and Circars. The water-supply is generally sufficient. 
‘Some sowings under irrigation are being made. The standing crops are in 

condition except in parts of the Deccan, The harvest outturn is fair to 
normal. Pasturage is scarce, but fodder is generally sufficient. The condition 
of cattle sis normal. Prices are falling generally, 


Bombay.—For weet ending 8th February.—Slight rain fell in two 
talukas of the Upper Sind Frontier, The standing crops have been damaged 
by frost in parts of three districts of Sind, by white ants in one taluka of Thar 
and Parkar, and by rats in one taluka of Bijapur. Yowart (Sorghum vulgare) 
has been injured by drought in one taluka of Poona, and wheat in one taluka of 
Dharwar by excessive wind, Reaping of the late crops is progressing in 

“twelve and preparations for next season in six ‘districts. Cotton-picking 
continues in parts of Gujarat and Kathiawar. Fodder is sufficient except in 
parts of Sind. Agricultural stock are generally healthy. Prices have risen in 
five and have fallen in the same number of districts. 


Bengal.—For week ending 6th February—There was tain during the 
week in various parts of Bengal Proper and in some.places in Bihar and Chota 
Nagpur. The general prospects of the crops are favourable,"but some damage 
is reported to have been done by hail in Gaya, Monghyr, and the Sonthal Par- 
ganas, Some of the spring crops are being harvested, and sugarcane is bei 

essed, Poppy has come into flower. Spring rice is still being transplant 
Picngting for suture rite afd ares in progress ‘There sisob ‘want of SoMHek 
anywhere, Prices show a slight fall in some districts and a slight rise in others, 
otherwise they are fairly stationary, 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh—For week ending 8th 
February.—Showers of rain are reported froma few districts and hail in 
Muzaffarnagar and Aligarh, otherwise the weather has beenclear. The standing 
crops are doing well, but more rain is said to be needed in parts. The damage 
done to crops t frost has been slight, except in a few districts. Irrigation and 

| sugarcane‘pressing continue. Harvesting of peas has begun. Prospects are 
favourable. Supplies and fodder are sufficient. Prices are stationary or rising 
slightly, 


Punjab.—for week ending 8th February.—Rain has fallen in all 
“Aistricts, except Hissar, Delhi, Ferozepore and Sialkote. More rain is 
urgently needed. Sugarcane pressing still continues in some districts. Water- 

ing of the spring and ploughing for and sowings of the extra spring crops are 

in progress. e standing crops are generally in fair condition: they have 
“benefited by'the recent rain in mostdistricts. Irrigated _crops are flourishing, 
“but those on dry land are still suffering from an insufficient rainfall. Crops 

' are being damaged by rats in parts of Umballa and by caterpillars and rust 
“in parts of Feroz . Cattle are generally in good condition. Fodder 
is scarce in Delhi, Umballa, Shahpur and Dera Ismail Khan, insufficient in 
_ Lahore but a1 elsewhere. _ Prices, especially of wheat, are unchanged in 
Hissar, Delhi, Multan and Amritsar: they have fallen in ‘Dera Ismail Khan, 
and have risen elsewhere on account of the continuous dry weather, Prices 
again generally shown a tendency to rise, but the late rainfall, though 
, may result ina check. Wheat is selling from 15} to 20, gram 21 to 24, 











5 1.) ARNE Sh a et ey 
Central Provinces. —For weeb ending 70h February —The weather is 
occasionally cloudy and cold in Betul, Chhindwara, Wardha and Bilaspur, but 
_is warmer than usual elsewhere. Slight showers of rain fell in Mandla, Se 
Bilaspur and Balaghat, and are said to have been beneficial in Mandla. 
spects of the winter crops are fait to good in all districts except in Saugor 
and parts of Damoh and Chanda. The spring crops have suffered from want 
of rain in Raipur. Crops have been damaged extensively through the recent 
frost in Saugor and through frost and cloudy weather in Bandara. The teap- 
ing and threshing of the autumn crops have almost been completed and — 
the pressing of sugarcane continues. The reaping of the winter crops has 
begun in some districts. Employment for agricultural labour is scarce in 
Saugor and Damoh. The cheapest prices are wheat 20, gram jo, rice 26 and 
juar 29 seers per rupee. The dearest prices are wheat 113, gram 14}, rice 1 th 
‘and juar 19}§ seers per rupee. Wheat continues to sell above the normal rate 
in the south, east and west of the provinces, but the price of gram is still low 
in the northern districts. : 










Burma.For week ending gth February.—In Lower Burma agricultural 
rations have been nearly completed ; the outturn being generally less favour- 
able than was anticipated. In Upper Burma cultivation of the dry weather 
paddy and miscellaneous crops continues, island crops are being reaped in 
laces and standing crops are generally in good condition, The price of paddy 
as risen slightly in Akyab, Rangoon, Prome, Thongwa and Thaton, and fallen 
slightly in Amherst and Minbu, Prices are stationary elsewhere. 


Assam —For week ending 7th February.—Slight rain fellin Sylhet and 
the Naga Hills. It has penefited the young tea plants and narseries in the 
furmer district. Harvesting of the late rice crop is finished, the outturn being 
generally good. Gathering of mustard and pulses, pruning of tea and pressing 
Of sugarcane are in progress. Prospects of the sugarcane, mustard and pulse 
crops are generally good. Ploughing for early rice has commenced. Fodder 
is scarce in Cachar and the Naga, Khasi and Jaintia Hills. Water is inguffi- 
cient in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. Prices—common rice, Silchar 15 to 154, 
Sylhet, Dhubri and Gauhati 16, Tezpur, Sibsagar and Dibrugarh 13, and Now- 
gong 14 seers per rupee. 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week sending Sth Feb:uary.—Mysore: The 

standing crops are in good condition, Ragi (Eleusine coracana) has been 

*\ harvested in a Kolar and Chittaldroog. Prices have fallen in Banga- 
lore, Kolar, Tumkur, Mysore and Kadur. 


CoorG: The threshing of rice and coffee-picking continue, Water and 
fodder for cattle are sulfvient. Prices of food grains are stationary. 


Berar and Hyderabad.—For week ending 8h February.—BERAR » 
The weather is cool. Harvesting of the winter crops has commenced, 
Ploughing continues in five districts. Fodder and water are inadequate in 
parts of Akola, Amraoti and Wun. Prices are almost stationary, 












Hyperapapd: No rain fell during the week, The sprin ee 

Progressing. Rats have harmed jewéri and the wheat crop aioe talukas. 

‘he sowing of winter rice continues, Prices are stationary, Prices—wheat o 
coarse rice 103 and jaward 21} seers per current sicca Tupee. . 


Central India.— For week ending 81h February.—Siight, rai i 
Baghelkhand Agency during the week, Agricultiral gilt isd ee 
completed in Bundelkhand and are in progress elsewhere, The sianding 
c in fairly good condition, though they nave been slightly damaged by fr 

roughout Central India, Agricultural stock and pasturage are in 


emigrated d the ‘he total emigration from Merwara 
amounts to 3,963 persons, The numbers employed on relief works — 
F -387 in Ajmere, 3,273 in Merwata and 1,057 in Marwar. Prices—Ajmere _ 
20, Beawar 22 and Marwar 144 seers per rupee. ~ ere 


oh abe ir.—For week ending 7th February.— The weather is sno 

and cl ly. Prices continue below normal. The price of rice is 27 seers per 

Jammu PRovINcE :—for week ording d:h February Good rain fell. 
during the week. The condition of the standing crops is generally” 


Fodder is sufficient. Prices are generally staticnary : wheat selling at 18 ar 
maize 24 seers per rupee, y ! 










_ Nepal.—For meek ending gth February. —No rain fell during the week, 
_ Prospects of the wheat crop are good. The price of rice is 9 seers per rupee. 





' 7. W. HOLDERNESS, - 
Secretary to the Government of India. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Weather Review of India for the weck ending at 8 a.m, on 
Saturday, February 4th, 1899. 


Ordinary high pressure conditions obtained in Baluchistan and North- 
Western India at the commencement of the period under review, and weather 
was fine over the whole of that area. The pressure changes during the next 
two days were such as tended to accentuate these conditions, so that on the 
morning of the gist a well marked anti-cyclone, in the central area of which 
pressure was two-tenths of an inch above the normal, overlay the whole of Balu- 
chistan and North-Western and Central India. A brisk to rapid fall of pres- 
sure, however, occurred during the day in the central area:of the anti-cyclone, 
which hence decreased considerably in intensity, The downward movement 
of the barometer continued during the next 24 hours in Baluchistan and North: . ~ 
Western India and a moderately deep cold weather depression formed in Upper’ » 
‘Sind. The disturbance. marched along the usual track of cold weather storms 
across Rajputana and filled up during the grd. Baluchistan obtained moderate 
al rain from the, disturbance on the 2nd and grd and the North-West andy — 
niral Punjab light to moderate rain, Light to moderate snow fell in Kash- ' 
‘mir and the interior ranges of the Punjab Himalayas on the 3rd. Weather 
_ improved rapidly in these areas during the grd, but only to become unsettled 
again on the 4th due to the formation of afresh disturbance in Upper Sind 
similar in character to the previous. : 
| Weather was settled throughout the week in the remainder of India with 
the exception of Bengal which was visited by a series of thunderstorms of mode- 
4 ie Intensity on the afternoon of the last day of the preceding week, a 
ne mean temperature conditions of the approximated to the normal 
‘over a large part olgthe country. ‘The only important leatures were a moderate 
Sei ae “ 
* ert 











rf 


2 se 





J 


> 


ible excess in North-Western India and a 
Orissa, . i 


Daily Summary.—Sunday, January 29th. had increa 
slightly ie isiekly in "Rajpscan, Central India, Berar, the Central neces” 
and Chota Nagpur and fallen over the remainder of the Indian area, The fall — 
was brisk in the submontane. districts of North-Eastern India and slight else- 
where. Pressure was in moderate to considerable defect over the greater 
of the Peninsula and approximately normal in Northern and Central India and — 
Burma. Winds were generally from their normal cold-weather directions, but 
were lighter than usual on the Coromandel and Ceylon Coasts. The air was 
smuch driér than usual in North-Western and Western India. Skies were Has: 
clouded in Baluchistan and partially clouded in Southern India and Bo 
A series of thunderstorms of moderate intensity (in some cases with ey 
visited Chota Nagpur, South Bihar, South and East Bengal, Assam and Upper 
Burma. Temperature had increased in Mysore and Madras and fallen over the 
remainder of India. The variations of temperature from the normal were small 
and unimportant over by far the greater part of the country. Temperature was 
in considerable defect in Bihar,due chiefly to low day temperature and in moder- 
ate excess in Mysore due to high day temperature. 

Monday, Fanuary zoth—Pressure had decreased briskly to ‘rapidly in gy 
Kashmir due to some local disturbance. Pressure had given way slightly in 
South India and Lower Burma and increased over the remainder of the coun- 
try. The rise was brisk in Assamand East Bengal. The general pressure 
conditions differed little from the normal over the greater. part of the country, 
the only important abnormal features being a slight (o considerable deficiency 
in the southern half of the Peninsula and a slight to moderate excess in Upper 
India. Gradients were hence slightly above their normal strength. Winds 
were light and unsteady in Bengal. ‘They had strengthened slightly in the 
Gangetic Plain and were also more westerly in direction than on the previous 
day, Skies were overcast in Kashmir and light sow had fallen in that area, 
Skies were heavily clouded in Ceylon and light rain had been received in that 
area. A rapid reduction of temperature had occurred in Bengal, Orissa and 
Chota Nagpur, and the mean temperature of the previous 24 hours was from 2° 
to 3° in Gefect of the normal in these areas. Temperature had on the other 
hand increased more or less rapidly in North-Western India, and was during the 
past day 5° above the normal in Sind and 2° in the Punjab, Temperature 
varied to no important extent from the normal in other districts. 

Tuesday, Fanuary 31st.—Pressure had increased throughout the Indian 
area. The rise was rapid in Baluchistan, Kashmir and the Indus Valley, slight 
in Burma and North-Eastern India and brisk in the intervening atea. Pressure 
continued slightly below the normal in South Madras and Ceylon, but exceeded 
the normal over the remainder of the country. The excess was large in 
Baluchistan and Upper India where it was most marked. Ver sional 
pronounced anti-cyclonic conditions hence obtained in India, the total range a 
eae in that area being about a fifth of an inch greater than the normal: 

1¢ wind circulation was of the usual cold-weather type. Unusually strong 





winds prevailed in Coorg, Mysore and the West Deccan, where gradients were 
steepest. Thus the velocity at 8 A.M. was at the rate of 76 miles per hour at. 
Belgaum and 24 miles per hour at Mercara, The air was generally drier, 
Skies had cleared in Kashmir and were now serene over the whole of the — 
country with the exception of the south of the Peninsula where they were sli 
clouded. Light snow had fallen in Kashmir. A brisk to rapid rise of temperar: 
ture had occurred in the North-Western Provinces, Rajputana, Guj; the 


‘est Coast, the Bombay Deccan and Chota Nagpur, and a sli; it 
the Central’ Provinces and Southern India. ‘The mean Reeser 
previous 24 hours was in moderate defect in Bengal, Assam and Orissa, 
considerable excess in North-Western India, the North-Western Provinces and 
the Madras Coast. ‘The excess was exhibited more largely in the day. thag. im 
she sis Aeeaperatare in the fies vt incteased temperature, In the 

hed temperature on the other hand i 

largely in defect than the day temperature. ee ate ~ 









fo vidal 


} y ssure was Steady in the Peninsula and 
iain in Southern India and in slight excess in the Deccan, 
_ Pressure had given way over the remainder of the Indian area except locally in 
Kashmir where it had increased slightly to rapidly. The decrease was brisk 
Baluchistan, the South Punjab and the North«Western Provinces and rapid in 
the North and East Punjab. The chief effect of these changes was to reduce 
considerably the excess of pressure prevailing in North-Western India and 
Baluchistan on the previous day. The air movement in the plains of India was 
similar in character to that of the previous day. Winds had strengthened 
rapidly in the Upper India hill districts and were blowing strongly from north, 
ey were strongest in that area at Cherat where their eich at 8 A.M, was 
at the rate of 40 miles per hour. The air was considerably drier in Uppet 
India, more especially in. the hill districts where humidity had fallen very 
rapidly with the prevalence of northerly winds. The percentage of humidity at 
8 a.m. on this day was only 14 at Murree, 16 at Chakrata, 22 at Mussoorie 
and 23 at Simla. Cloud was commencing toform in Baluchistan. Skies were 
moderately clouded in Southern India and clear in the remainder of India, 
No rain had fallen anywhere beyond light local showers at Tinnevelly and 
Darjeeling, Temperature had increased rapidly in Baluchistan and was 8° 
above the normal during the previous 24 hours. The distribution of tem- 
@ perature with respect tothe normal was unchanged in India and Burma. 
Thursday, February 2nd.—A rapid decrease of pressure had occurred in 
Baluchistan, Sind and the neighbourmg districts of the Punjab and Rajputana, 
and a moderately deep depression in which pressure was upwards an eighth of 
an inch in defect of the normal had formed in Upper Sind. Pressure had in- 
creased briskly to rapidly in the submontane and hill districts of Northern India, 
North Bengal, Upper Assam and Upper Burma and was now in moderate to 
considerable excess. The barometric.changes were small in the remainder of 
India and Burma and produced no important change in the relative distribution 
‘of pressure. Winds had under the influence of the depression in Upper Sind 
» shifted round to cyclonic directions in the sy al jorth-West Respclaas: 
Lower Sind and Cutch and were intensifying rapidly on the Sind and Cutch 
coasts. Winds had diminished in strength in the hill districts and were now 
light and unsteady. The air was considerably damper in Baluchistan and 
forth-Western and Central India. Skies were overcast in Baluchistan, the 
North Punjab and Kashmir, and were clouding over in the remainder of Northe 
Western India. Lightto moderate rain had fallen in Baluchistan, A 
and very rapid tise of temperature had occurred in Baluchistan and a rapid rise 
in Sind'and the Punjab. The mean temperature of the past day was 16° above 
_ the normal at Quetta, 8° in Sind, 4° in the Punjab and Rajputana and 3° in 
Gujarat and the West Coast, It was on the other hand from 2° to 3° below the 
normal in Burma, North-Eastern India and the North and West Deccan, 
Friday, February 3rd—Pressure had recovered rapidly to very rapidly in 
Baluchistan, Upper Sind, the West Punjab and West Rajputana, and the 
depression which lay in Upper Sind on the’ previous day had advanced into 
Central Rajputana and practically filled up, Pressure had given way slightly 
to briskly in Kashmir where conditions remained feebly disturbed. The baro- 
metfic sive were small and unimportant in the remainder of India, Pressure 
was ai per Sind and the 
North-West Punjab, in modetate excess in the Gangetic Bain and approxi+ 
mately normal elsewhere. Moderately strong north-west winds obtained in the 
North and Central Panjab, Winds were light and irregular in Northern and 
Central India where pressure was remarkably uniform, ‘Phe air was much 
damper in the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces and considerably drier 
in Southern India and the South Deccan. Light to moderate rain had oceurred 
in Baluchistan and the Northand Central Punjab, but skies were now clearing in 
that area. Light to moderate snow had fallen in Kashmir and light snow in 
‘the interior of the Simla hills down to about 8,500 feet. A cool wave 
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aluchistan, Sind and the Punjab and causing a very rapid 


ure, 
§ li ies - ath —Pressure had incteased locally in Kashmir and 
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rapid luchistan, 
North-Western pet cork oak over the rei 
tral India and Upper Burma. Pressure was in ool 

over the whole of North-Western India, the deficiency ' greatest 

Sind whereit was’a tenth of an inch in amount. Pressure was approxin 
uniform in the Indian area and winds were poet light, Skies were 
orless heavily clouded in Baluchistan and North-Western India, and there 

a marked tendency to the formation of a cold-weather depression in Upper 
Sind. A very rapid rise of temperature had occurred in Baluchistan and 
brisk rise in North-Western India and the mean temperature cof the previous 
24 hours was 10° higher than usual at Quetta, & in loner alia 
Punjab, Gujarat and Central India and 3° in the North-Western i ‘ 
Temperature was on the other hand in large defect in Mysore and in moderate _ 
to considerable defect in Madras and Orissa, Elsewhere the departures from 
the normal temperature conditions were small, 
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Temperature.—The mean temperature conditions of the week differed 
to no large extent from the normal over a mi part of the country. The only 
important features were a moderate to considerable excess in North-Western 
India and a moderate defect in Assam and Orissa. In all other districts the — 
average mean temperature of the week was practically normal, 

The mean température of India and Burma averaged 071° above the normal 
for the week and was hence practically normal. 


The following table gives temperature variation data of the week:— 
































































Variation from normal of mean temperature of 24 hours i 
pramdiog 6 xat-erilaer= ai Mest : 
Bi aclaien! Soh) goth | drt] am|sand | ord ene 
Jie | fase | dare | etre: | Betew| Warn, | Boe.) 
=| Cary, | ary. | ary. | ary. | 
Pe fee (ace Wan (cae ° 
Burma . .« « «| +03/ +07] —o4 —29 
Asam. «eo | ~HE] —0' | —2'9) —2'4) 
Bengal + » . .|+06|—2'2| 247) —20 
Orissa... +88 |—18 | —24) ~2'5 
se ees rank -18) -o'5| 
ChotaNagpur . . -r2) =o 4 
North-Western Provinces 
andOudh . ee 422] +24 
Baba | eect, fo +2'3| +08} 
Sin¢ 3) atte de +30 +474) 
Rajputana a era +44) +38 
Repeats ah Pee +25) +21 
Central India 2. 1] +1°2) 
Central Provinces 2 —18) -28 
Bilae ieoe oie aecaps —06| —29) 
‘West Coast a) sel ene, +16 +3°5| 
Bombay Deccan. +14] 0-4 
EE am 8 «7-23 
Madras Coast BBuks +22| +09 
Madras Deccan. 5 +04) —o'5) 
SouthIndia 6 —0'6| 
Mean for whole of India | 0 ° +02] 0 




















Rainfall—The precipitati it i 
Guaie talissing three waaay fering sewer andl ST ae 
iy Bengal and Assam. 
(2) Baluchistan and the Punjab, 
(3) South Madras and Malabar. 


The rainfall in the first of these arez 


of thunderstorms on the afternoon of eyed es aaa 


; derate amounts. fall 
m erage: Piatt 

and exceeded the normal by very smail 
in Assam phy Central Bengal, Chota Nagpur and South Bihar, 


seers soe tation was due to the formation of a cold 
ees ries on the last three days of the week. 


total fal ee the week was yey slightly rarestet than the normal in Balu- 
in, the North and West Baath ae less than the small normal of the 


" period in the Central and Submontane Punjab. 
In Malabar and South Madras the rainfall was due to thunderstorms and 


was light and local, 
The more notew 






totals recorded during the week at individual rain- 


gauge stations were as follows :— 
Inches, 
‘Agasteeswaram (Trivandrum) 4 9... + 245 
dae ie SEAS Sie pe ane a 183 j 
SSN SLM merece laine el ce 
not faeeat [eetbbemh ge ree Na aah SE goa 


The rainfall of the week has made no important change in the chief 
© features of the distribution of the seasonal rainfall beyond reducing to some 
extent the amount of deficiency in Baluchistan and parts of the Punjab. 
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


* Weekly Report on the state of the Season and Prospects of 
; the Crops. 


Madras.—For week ending 11th February.—Some rain fell in the southern 
districts, Coimbatore and South Arcot. The’ water-supply is generally sufi- 
cient. Some sowings under irrigation are being made. The standing crops 
are generally in fair condition. The harvest is yielding almost the noreal 
outturn, Pasturage is scarce, but fodder is generally sufficient. Prices are 
sect stationary in the Circars and the southern districts and are falling else- 
where. 


Bombay.—For week ending 15th February.—Slight rain fell in parts 
of Shikarpur, Khandesh, Sholapur and Dharwar. “The standing crops have been 
damaged by frost in parts of Sind, by white ants in one taluka of Thar and 
ee. by rats im one of Bijapur and by drought in one of the Upper Sind 

ontier, and one of Poona. The reaping of the late crops is progressing in 
thirteen and preparations for next season are being made in seven districts. 
Cotton-picking continues in parts of Gujarat and Kathiawar. Fodderis sufficient 
except in parts of Sind. Agricultural stock is healthy except in parts of two 
districts. Brists ‘have risen in six and fallen in four districts. 


Bengal—For week ending 13th February—Rain fell generally in Bihar 
and in some parts of Bengal Proper and Chota Nagpur during the week. The 
rain is reported to have been generally bencicial, bat in: Shahsbad ued 
Monghyr, where it was accompanied by hail, some damage has been done to 
the spring crops. These crops are rg as some are being harvested. The 
pressing of sugarcane is still eoreecita he general prospects of the poppy 
crop in Bihar are favourable except in the Siwan Sub-Agency, where consider= 
able damage is reported to have been done by blight. The transplantation of 
spring tice is still going on, and the ploughing for autumn rice and jute is in 
progress. Cattle are generally in good condition. No important change is 
reported in the price of common rice. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 15th Feb- 
ruary.—The rainfall ducing the week has been almost general: it was accom- 
panied in parts by hail which, however, has done little or no damage. The 
standing crops have been benefited by the rain and are thriving. Pressing 
of sugarcane continues. Prospects are favourable. Markets are well supplied. 
Fodder is sufficient. Prices are stationary or rising. 


Punjab.—For week ending 15th February.—Rain has fallen during the 
week in Ferozepore, Multan, Sialkot, Shabpur, Rawalpindi, Peshawar and 
Dera Ismail Khan ; but more is wanted urgently in most districts. Sugar- 
veane-pressing continues in some districts, The standing crops are being 
irrigated and are generally reported to be in good conditivn : their prospects 
have been improved by the recent rain, The crops on unirrigated areas are 
suftering from drought in Delhi, Crops have been damaged by caterpillars in 
pews a , Cattle are generally in good condition. Fodder is said 
to be sufficient in all districts, except in Delhi, Umballa and Snahpur. Prices, 
especially of wheat, are as He Delhi and Dera [smail Khan, falling in 
Umballa, Juilundur, Sialkot, Rawalpindi Peshawar and are unchanged 
elsewhere Wheat is selling from 15 to 20}, gra 20} to 24, barley 32, 
bulrush millet 19 to 24, maize 25 to 32, great millet 23, and rice 13 to 14 seers 
Deceit 





bruary.—The weather is 
cool ahd plessani, but the 


“daysisre gradually growing warm. Slight 
in ho dorrict tite rovinces i 


Mandla, but in Hoshangabad and Betul | done r 
standing crops. The prospec of the winter crops are fair to good 
tricts, except in Hoshangabad, Saugor and the northern half of Dai 
they are poor to gloomy, Hail storms have damaged the standing 
parts of Seoni and Saugor ; the damage in the Savgor and Khurai 
the latter district being considerable. Some damage through Sige 4 
reported from Betul and through the recent cloudy weather from Bhandara. 
The reaping and threshing of the autumn crops have almost been completed. 
Pressing of sugarcane continues, The reaping of winter crops has begun. 
Employment for agricultural labour is still scarce in Damoh, Prices are rising 
slowly. The cheapest prices are—wheat 18, gram 30, rice 24, and juar 29 seers — 
per rupee, The dearest prices are—wheat 11, gram 14, rice 11, and juar 20_ 
seers per rupee. if 





Burma.—For week ending 11th February.—In Lower Burma threshing 
and winnowing operations are approaching completion everywhere. In Uj 
Burma prospects of the standing ctops continue generally favourable. The 4 
rice of paddy has risen slightly in Rangoon, Thongwa, Henzada, Amherst, oy 
Shwebo; considerably in Bassein and Mandalay; whilst it has fallen slightly 
in Prome and Thayetmyo, Prices are stationary elsewhere, | 


Assam.—For week ending 14th February.—Slight rain is reported to have 
fallen in almost all districts. Gathering of mustard and pulses, pruning of tea 
and pressing of sugarcane are in progress. Prospects of the sugarcane, 
mustard and pulse crops are generally good. Lund is under preparation for 
the sowing of early rice. Fodder is scarce in Cachar, the Naga, Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills and in parts of Sylhet. Water is insufficient in the Khasi and 
jaintia Hills and in parts of Sylhet. Prices—common rice, Silchar 15 to 15}, 

hubri and Gauhati 16, Tezpur and Sibsagar 13, and Nowgong 15 seers per 
rupee. 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 15th February—MYSORE: 
Prospects are fair. Paddy has been harvested in parts of Bangalore, Kolar, 
“Tuucur, and Mesures: \Piscedharesisen slighily iq angaloceand Mya 
fallen in Kolar, Hassan, Kadur, and Chitaldrug. 


CoorG: Rainfall ‘95. The'threshing of rice and _coffee-picking continue. 
Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. Prices of food-grains are stationary. 


Berar and Hyderabad.—Por week ending 15th February—BERAR: 
The weather is cool with occasional clouds. Harvesting of the winter crops 
continues, Land is being prepared for the ensuing rain crops. Fodderis 
reported to be insufficient in the Murtizapur taluka. A scarcity of water 
prevails in parts of the Akola and Amraoti districts. Prices are almost 
stationary. ! 

Hyperasap : No rain fell during the week. The sowing of winter 
continues. Prices are almost stationary, Prices—wheat 9}, coarse rice 10} 
jowari 21% seers per current sicca rupee, ; 


Central India.—For week ending rsth February.—Slight rain 
Bundelkhand during the week. Hi gancletal pene aee ees co 
in Bundelkhand and are in progress elsewhere, The standing crops 
damaged by frost in Gwalior, Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand and Malwa. 
tural stock and pasturage are in good condition, Prices have 
but are still above the normal in Bundelkhand and normal else 

condition of opium is good in Gwalior and Bhopal and fair in Malwa, 










Rajputana.—-For week ending r5th Feb Slight rain f 
par and: showers i cree tehsil of Ulwar, ‘bat none claeshe 
‘of crops continues. state of the crops i 

been slightly damaged by frost in a few Be a Fed 





iaeias) February —Thi pate is 
Prices continue below “gh 8 ae Tice is 27 seers 


cE For Pst eating ts Rebraaiy- Sigel ccs a 
"he conion of the win i 
ve ca ee 


—For week ending 11th aa 0°49. Prospects 
crop are good. price ot rice is 8} seers per rupee. 


rit r T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
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Telegraph. 


————— 
“ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF 1HE INDO-EUROPEAN TELEGRAPH DEP/ 
sal LFOR 1897-98. 


No. 144 C. W, T., dated Simla, the 13th February 1899. 
RESOLUTION—By the Government of India, Pablic Works Department. 
Reap— 5 u " 
Despatch from Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, No. 1 Tel dated 
Pat oth Januar) 1899, and enclosures, being the Administration Rep 
the Indo-Enespean Telegraph Department for the year 1897-98, and 
India Office Note reviewing it. 





f Orper.—Ordered that copies of the Report and Note be forwarded to the 
Home Department of the Government of India, to the Government of Bombay, _ 
and to the Director General of Telegraphs for information. a 

Ordered also that the Report and Note be published in the Supplement 
to the Gazette of India. 
4 }0.°C, CEES, 


Under Secretary to’the Government of India. a 





ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
OF THE i 


INDO-EUROPEAN TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT | 


1897-08. 


CaPiTAL AND REVENUE ACCOUN?. 

1. Capital—The Capital account of the Department was decreased y 
R13,961, making the capital expenditure to end of the year R1,15,35,814. & 
. "Phe following statement shows how the above decrease is up — 
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tern of the year’s transactions on Capital account 
iK 


“2. Revenue—Appendix B is a su - earnings ? 
‘The earnings amounted to “Bilerabany oe of Ts, 


U —— . 
pil talaga ner tinntenscedeed cash et bsrenc 
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ing statement shows the chief lifferences. istween the earn- 
ure of the current and previous years. For details, see 







EARNINGS, 


















‘Head of Account. 1897-98. 

Re Rg pee a 
| *Traffic Earnings +] 19,20,488 | 18,49,445 we 74,043 

Common Purse |. s| = 2,790,885 | —193,331 86.224 fe 

Australasian Message Fund «| —1,71,753 | —1,40,35% 31,402 a 
Profit and loss “ = . 35 — 304 oe 339 
Total Message Revenue . +] 14,69)245 T5yt 126 1,382 

Mischassee Roca SOS Teaphil Sasol sages ica ‘ 

ToraL «| 14,84,507 15,40,153 127,028 71,982 











Net Increase «| a 35,646 

















4. There was thus an increase of R55,646 in the earnings of 1897-98, as 
compared with the preceding year. The rupee figures under Traffic earnings 
show a falling off, dee chiefly to an improvement in the value of the rupee, 
which resulted in a smaller amount of rupee collection as the franc equivalent. 
The earnings of 1897-98 as worked out in francs amounted to 2,990,675, against 
2,956,006 francs in the epee s and the amount drawn out of the Joint 
Purse on account of Indian traffic was 5,983/. more than last year. The 
increase in Miscellaneous revenue consists of realisations from sale of cable core 
and other unserviceable stoies in England. 











EXPENDITURE. _ 
Head of Account, 1896-97. 1897-98. Increase. Decrease. re 
je 
& R Rg Rg 
Persian Gulf :— 
General charges. a |. ygnnagn |. 1522,709 sine 18,622 
Line maintenance, 19,329, 40,090 20,761 pe 
eng + + +] 975/436 ions 5,287 
Cable maintenance. 1,714,079 1,85,7: 14,047 
| Persian Section :— 
General + ol gates 91,390 798 
ine maintenance, . 58,883 502 2,381 
ling © «+ ef 90385 010 ze 6.715 
21,905 11535, wee 10,371 
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Charges Gulf and Persian 
‘under superintendence, Gulf 
‘of some of its officers, and under exchat 
and also to less expenditure in England on | 
previous year, as well as to the absence of any out! qd 
charges. The decrease under exchange is due to the same cause, v2s., 
expenditure in England combined with improvement in the rate of exchange. — 

Line Maintenance.—Gulf Section.—The increase is due to a larger ea ; 
(both cash and stores) on repairs to the land lines, due to the destruction of — 
the line in Mekran by the Baluchis and to the murder of Mr, Graves. . 
Line Maintenance,—Persian Section—The dectease under this head 
represents chiefly less expenditure on account of exchange compensation allow- 
ance and carriage of line stores, 

Signalling. —Gulf Section-—The increase was caused by annual increases 
of pay to the signalling staff, employment of new men to fill existing vacancies, _ 
and an issue of new instruments to signal offices. 

Signalling-—Persian Section=—The decrease is due partly to short ex- 
penditure on house allowante, consequent on the completion of quarters for the 
signalling staff at Teheran, and partly to less outlay on repairs to buildings, 
office contingencies, and exchange compensation allowance. Hl 

Cable Maintenance»=The increase is due chiefly to more extensive cable 
repairs being necessary. 










Net REVENUE. 
6. On a total Capital nditure of R1,15,35,814 a net profit of R7,58,172 
was earned, which piesa dbidend of 637 per cent. The Misidonde irae 
during the past six years are as follows :-— 
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a eee 
__ The higher dividend in 1895-96 was due to the low rate of exchange, that 
is, a higher rate in rupees collected for the ftanc equivalent. 


Cis-INDIAN JOINT PuRSE. 


7. Appendix C deals with the ‘transactions in connection with this 
ment, which was entered into in 1878, The number of words carried 
Burope and India or Ti India and vice versd during the year by the 
Administrations (072. the Eastern ‘Telegraph Company, the Indo-Ei 
Telegraph Company, and thi Department) rose from 6,157,208} to 
showing an increasé of 311,962}, while the net value also ‘an ir 
Baik ve the Begin Figs nearer 

9302. Os. 1'1d,, ani amount paid into the 
‘in the preceding year by 149745 4d, 
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% 11. Interruptions affecting Foint Purse Trafic-—One interruption stop- 
__ ping trafic rier spre and Karachi occurred on the Persian Section and 
lend 22 hours, 56 minutes. Beyond Teheran to London the Indo-Ei 
Company's lines were totally interrupted for see 19 hours, 6 minutes, but 
none of these interruptions affected the divisions of the Joint Purse receipts.’ 

12, On the Turkish route interruptions occurred between Fao and Con- 
stantinople lasting 74 days, 16 hours, 21 minutes. The working of this route 
continues to be very unsatisfactory. The Fao-Bushire cable was also inter- 
rupted for repairs for 10 hours, § minutes. 

During the last six years the Turkish route beyond Fao has been inter- 
rupted as follows : 


‘Year, | 1899-93. 1898-94. | BoHas: 





Days, hours; minutes. — more [one 




















The Dey ent was only liable to the Joint Purse 
tions on the ash tote aes PONE 


AUSTRALASIAN MessaGe Funp. 


‘The Departmental receipts for this year show an increase of 
rape insti) oe De ponies) Gactalasas 









‘ Cue regulations of the Buda-Pesth International Conference of 
‘been in force since 1st July 1897, upto which date the Paris Conven- 
1890 remained in force. 

5. Appendix E shows the traffic carried by the two sections of the 
ment. The number of words was 2,122,710, against 2,059,941 in the 

previous year, showing an increase of 62,769; the value as stated in francs 

‘shows an increase from 2,956,006 to 2,990,675 francs, 


"In Indian currency the earnings of the Department are, however, less by 
R71,043, being Rx8,49,445, against R19,20,488 in the previous year, 





16, The comparative values of the franc and rupee varied once only during 
the year, rising in the case of the rupee from 1 franc= °64 in April 1897 to 1 
franc = ‘62 in October 1897, and continued so until the end of March 1898. 
As compared with 1896-97 there was a decided rise in the rupee. This accounts 
for the decrease in the revenue expressed in rupees as compared with the in- 
creased number of words. 


14. The following table gives the amounts paid into the Joint Purse by 
the Department as compared with its independent traffic revenue :—* 


——$<<$<—$———$— — a 
For Jouwr Pons, exc. : 

4 ae |__| Independent. roe. 

Lal Indian. ‘Trans-Indian. Raves. 























Ne] 3 te ig | eae | 
Persian Gulf Section. | 2,014,043 879:736°82 | 12,50007§ | 2,606,370"50: 
Persian Section . —.|_ 293,790'S6$4 | 82,089 208 | Bi5t5075 | 384304857 





TOTAL FRANCS —- | 2,307,744"177'y | 661,826'024 | 21,105°159§ | 2,090,675'35$5 





18. Appendix F gives the number of messages and words carried under 
the four following classes during the past five years :— 
State. Press, 
Commercial and Private, “Times ” (special rate). 


19. The average length of “ private and commercial” messages was 13°01 + 
words in 1897-98, as serail with 13°27 wordsin the previous year. The aver- 
age length, calculated from the averages of the past seven years, is 13°27, 
words, 


20. In addition to the messages classified in Appendix F, 844 messages’ 
containing 69,132 words, were forwarded to the British Resident at Bushire 
free of charge. These are called “Government and Press” telegrams, and 
would, if charged for, yield R16,203-at press rates, 


21. The percentages of traffic carried on the Teheran and Turkish routes 
were 95'06 and 4°94, respectively. The following table gives the respective per- 
centages for the past seven years :— 








Vid Teheran, Vid Turkey, 








oe 
eeeeia. The mean rate of transmission of 

dom and Karachi, and between Karachi and ‘the 
ig Bear ty ‘the Department, during each of the 


follows :— 























23. The reason of the present high rate is, however, owing in great mea- 
sure to the introduction of a modified system of calculating the daily aver- 
age delay on the two sections since October last. Formerly each transmit 
ting station worked out its own averages, whereas now the actual time of accepts, 
ance of every message at Teheran and Karachi from the adjoining Administra-* 
tions is inserted in the official instructions and is wired on, so that now Teheran 
works out Karachi’s delay and Karachi Teheran’s By this means all chances 
of arriving at inaccurate results, due to incorrect timing of messages by clerks, 
are eliminated. 

24. Check of Errors.—The accuracy of transmission over the lines of the 
Department for the past two years is shown below. It will be seen that in this 
respect the year under review compares somewhat unfavourably with the preced- 
ing one, but the accuracy is still very satisfactory, 

1896-07. . + «+ + « «  G'096 percent. 
Dp en ee eT ee ey 

23, Compiaints—The number of complaints received for investigation. 
amounted to 124, being 35 less than the total for the.year 1896-97. Of this. 
number, 76 were from Europe and 48 from India; 26 related to messages vid 
Turkey, and 2 to local traffic. 

The following table gives all details :— 



















Nature of Complaint. Received from | Received f 





Non-deliverics . 0. wee 19 ais 
Non-deliveries due to insufficient address . 2 es 
Mis-deliveries . . . . . ‘ 2 4 

eS ea bot) Sate 

‘Errors 


Refund of reply deposits not used” 


Retr 9 
en Ps ‘22 
Miscellaneous references. . 





Totan 










Of the above, 44 were not admitted by the Administrations con 
are still being investigated by thems, Of the remaining 80 this I 
responsible for 12 only, 

Orrices. - 


___ 26. The number of offices open to the public th aaa 
ing those on the Teheran and Meshed ersten mGoycomeert inet ad 


* Eastern Company's route intcerupted in March 1857. 








* 












ESTABLISHMENT. 


the close of the yéar the strength of the signalling establishment, 
if Inspectors in the Persian Section, stood at— ~ 


. eneral service cieiian clerks ee Ln Cee 
i Unattached list: Non-commissioned offi Royal Engineers . 8 
5° ‘Local service signallers 6 ew gO 
Postal employé Se mse ie Gap nail rem: | Ae 1 
4 TOTAL . 7 

28. The following casualties occurred during the year :— ‘ 


Resignations :—2 general service clerks (pensioned); 1 N.C.O. (returned 
to military au 1 officer of cable ship “ Patrick Stewart ;” 2 local 
service signallers (pensioned). 

Murdered —1 Temporary Superintendent. 

Died :—1 general service clerl 

Dismissed :—1 general service clerk. 


PERSIAN GULF SECTION. 
CaBLes. 


99. The lengths of the various cable sections on the gist March 18 
and 1898 weré a lions = 4 oe 























yar. 1897-98 
Cables, 
Knots, 
Fao-Bushire Gutta-percha Cable 

hire-Jask India-tubber Cable of 1869 press 
re-Jask Gutta-percha Cable of 1885 520680 
JaskeManora Gutta-percha Cable 328:066 
‘Manori-Karachi (3 harbour cables) 13°798 
4,719°072 





Showing an increase in length of -1g4 since last year, due to repairs In ad 
tion to the above there is a seven-core Fowler-Waring cable from the Karachi 
Harbour to the Central Telegraph Office, 1°414 knots in length, 

go. This Department also keeps the following cables in working order :— 

(@) The Harbour Defence Revised System, composed as follows :— 


‘Statute 
it From Customs Cable House through Junction Box to'Marsh 
Soy "Rott (Harbour Cables) ss 6708 
From Junction Box to Manora’ and Beach Forts (Fowler. 
Waring Cables) GatieftouscToneieinFouen, 3° 
From Central Office to Customs Cable House “one twin Fowler- 
GWaring Cable yee yw bag 
‘ TOTAL MILES =. g'660 





The remainder of the Harbour Defence line, consisting of a 
ind line from Central Office to Royal Artillery Office, 
‘the Indian Telegraph Department . 
























© Gi) A telephone line for the Port Trist 
a ab Keach! with the Port, Trust 


‘Land line—Manora to Cable Box IX. 
Harbour Cable to Customs Cable House 
Land line to Port Trust Office. . 


TOTAL MILES + 5824 


31. Summary of the History of the Cables and their Electrical and 
Mechanical Condition during the year 1897-98, 


No 1. Fao-Bushire Gutta-percha Cable of 1864.—One partial earth fault” 
occurred in this cable during the past year; it was removed in January 1898 at 
60°12 knots from Fao. The sheathing was found to be deeply pitted by the 
action of seashells and weed. Reviewing the past history of this cable since 
1836, it would appear that toredo insect faults are now common between 25 and 
65 knots from Fao, and when making future repairs in this length, brass taped 4] 
core will be used. The electrical condition of this cable during the year was 

ractically the same as the year previous, namely, 38 megohms per knot. — 

Frere js, however, a marked difference between the insulation to the east and 
west of 76 knots from Fao, the former being 212 and the latter (78'5 knots) 
82 megohms per knot. The maintenance of this cable at a high point of 
insulation is not considered necessary, and as it works well, its electrical 
condition may be accepted as satisfactory. 

* No, 2. Bushire-Fask Gutta-percha Cable of 1885.—Only one fault, a 
partial earth, occurred , this was near Bushire cable house in the shore end, and 
was easily removed, Since this cable was laid in 1885 there have been no 
faults due to cotrosion, and consequently its mechanical condition is probably 
fairly satisfactory, The insulation of the cable is now 227°5 megohms per 
knot, and although this isa good deal lower than last year (326 megohms) 
it may be considered good. 

No. 3. Bushive-Fisk Indit-rubber Cable of 1869.—This cable has not 
been disturbed during’ the year, and the fault which appeared in it in September 
1897 does not affect its satisfactory working. As pointed out in last year’s report, 
in this cable there are lengths of 101°679 knots of original Ui860) India- 
rubber Cable, and 135°597 knots of original (1864) Gutta-percha Cable which 
have been inserted at various times. Thus nearly half the section is composed 
of old cable which may require renewal shortly, The average insulation before 
it became faulty in September 1897 yas €0 megohms per knot. The fault has 
too high a resistance to permit of its being localised, and with this exception 
the electrical condition may be accepted as satisfactory. . 

No. 4. ¥ask-Manorz Gutta-percha Cable of 1864.—This cable has been 
repaired twice during the year, namely, on the 2nd May, a partial earth, andon = 

oth August, a total break in old cable. The composition of this cable now 
includes about 77 knots of the old 1864 cable and 18 knots of old India-rubber 
1869 cable. This may require renewal shortly. Its insulation at the end of the 
year was 65'5 megohms per knot, which is as high as can be expected, 

Harbour Cables—Two ‘aults occurred during the past year; one of these” 
was apparently a cut by a knife, and the other by a borer insect. Both were 
easily repaire: 

The seven-core Fowler-Waring Cable in use from the harbour tot 
Central Station was accidentally cut by some workmen employed in repairi 
the water pipes, and the three core Fowler-Waring Cable laid frum the local. 
the Manora Office was similarly cut. Measures to obviate such el 
in the future are under consideration. 

















Cable Houses and Cable Land Lines, 


32. The cable houses and cable land lines were inspected duting 
and found satisfactory. ‘The cable land line at Jask has been replac 
seven-core Fowler-Waring Cable during the year, and a similar ty 


will be laid at Bushire during 1898-99 when the cable ship visits 
cold weather, ' 













immary of the work done in the Cable Factory. duting the 


Cable manufactured at Manora sw. 
nicked up at sea and retaped q 
| f ecovered at sea and brought on charge sss 














i ToTaL 
f Cable stripped forcore 9. ww ne pL a 
, » Ce ae ee Be add 
Core used for leads ete sent to Stores, Karachi Hahei 
Gutta-percha core shipped to England , . . . . . 


At present the following core is lying in the tanks :— 


Gutta-percha strand core, 1st class, from England . . . «= 21000 
a » | cable recovered at sea and 

«stripped See stiees Perakath oe eon 3900 

Gutta-percha solid core, 2nd class, fit for harbour work and lea 





PP is shpat sata Meeks in — Serine Pil 8 fng > as Jem 
Also gutta-percha solid core cable, grd class, in short lengths, for 
sale or fencing purposes» sw + ww (57S 


The Harbour front has been thoroughly overhauled and repaired, 

34. The cable tanks have been tarred, all rust being first chipped off. Their 
condition just now may be considered fairly satisfactory; but extensive repairs will 
be requiréti in a few years, when a general deterioration of the iron plates through old 
age and rust is expected. 

35. Engine Boilers.—The old boiler has been replaced by a new one, and certi- 
ficates for the year have been granted as usual by the boiler inspector. The old engine 
pump, not possessing sufficient capacity to feed the new Cornish boiler, had to be 
teplaced by a Worthington pump, which works well. 


36. Cable Mackinery.—This remains the same as last year, and is in good order, 


Interruptions on Cables, 


37. Only one cable was totally interrupted through a fault due to corrosion during 
the year, This occurred in the Jask-Manora cable, and lasted 7 days, 18 hours, gr 
minutes. There were short interruptions caused while repairing partial faults, aggre- 
gating 1 day, 9 hours, 17 minutes. 


Repairs and Renewals of Cables. 


38. The meaning of these words has now heen defined, vis. :— 

A Repair,—When a fault occurs, and the cable ship - proceeds to remove it, and 
inserts a piece of good cable‘inthe place of the faulty portion, otherwise mechanical 

* good, it is a.repair. If the fault is some distance from where the cable is pa 
and a long length of good cable has to be inserted, it is still a repair. 

A Repair and Renewal.—lf,on grappling during a repair, the cable is found to 
be in bad condition, and it becomes necessary to insert a new length of cable, it is no 
longer merely a repatr, but also a renewal. 

A Renewal—When a length of cable, which has no specific fault or break, but 
which is known to be in bad mechanical condition through age or otherwise, is taken 
out and replaced by good cable, it is a renewal. 

- 99. During the year only 13°457 knots of cable were expended, as against 41°71 
adel torte proces acces « in repairs 4°717 he repairs and renewals 
8740 knots. Of the recovered only o°862 knots was suficiently good to be 
‘brought into stock, the remainder being stripped for the core. 









2 5 > ba penditere 
_-40,Cable in stock on 1st April eye 


Receipts since above date 

Janufactured at Manora, 13000 + ee 
Recovered at sea and retaped, 47885. ss 

Recovered and brought on charge,0862 ye 

























Deduct cable expended during the year’ ey a + + 1357 
Balance in hand on gist March 1898. . 4) StOpT 

Cable Steamer “ Patrick Stewart. wa 
| 


41. On the 1st April 1897, after her return from Ceylon, the Patrick Stewart was — 
‘still in dock at Bombay undergoing repairs, She returned to Karachi on sth idem. 

42, On 26th April the vessel left Karachi with the Director and the Political eee 
Southern Baluchistan, to see whether quarantine arrangements at the Persian Gulf — 
‘coast ports against India, where plague was, raging, were efficient, As a fault had to 
be cut out of the Jask-Manora cable, about 72 knots from Jask, it was decided that the — 
inspection of the coast ports between Karachi and Charbar and the cable repairs: 
should be done on the one trip, so as to reduce. the expenses to the Political Depart _ 
ment as much as possible. e Political Department was therefore only charged for 
actual expenses incurred on their account and for the hire of the vessel: for the time — 
employed on purely political business. The ship returned to Karachi on 6th May. 

43. On 24th August the Pat: ick Stewart again left Karachi in order to 
the Jask-Manora Cable-after Going. which oe rodturned’ On nd’ September: 
vessel left for Bombay in October, and fron: November ist to 22nd inclusive was in 
dock undergoing repairs. She returned to Karachi on 26th, From December 7th to 
January 19th the vessel was away from Karachi with the Director-in-Chief, @Director, 
and the Electrician, on her annual tour of inspection of the Gulf stations. The vessel 
lay off Galeg from'sathto 26th December melusive in. connection with the murder 
‘of the late Mr. Graves. After visiting the yarious Gulf stations (Fao excepted owing 
to quarantine), and after repairing faults in the Bushire-Fao and Bushire-Jask Gutta- 
percha Cable of 1885, the vessel returned to Karachi on 19th January. : 

44, After this the Patrick Stewart was employed between Karachi and Gwadur — 
in carrying troops and stores and line materials in connection with the rising of the 
Baluchis in the Mekran and the repair of the land lines between Pasni and Coil 
Three trips were made between January 22nd and February 2oth, since which date 
the vessel has been at Karachi, 


Dering the year the vessel steamed. 7.311 knots. 

45. The earnings of the ship during the year amounted to R1,563: 
0 Were on account of passages and R1,438-11-4 on account dae re t! 
Patrick Stewart by the Military Department. The latter amount, although earned’, 
during the year under review, will be adjusted during the current official year. 


MEKRAN COAST LAND LINE, 





46. The len; 


as follows, vis. 





Katachi to Sonmiani Branch 





Sonmiani Branch wera is ean Se 
Files a)> 180 Ocaien 95) Jarl cae aS he ay 
mara toPasniBranch , 5) ff Gt 
‘asni Branch =. . ‘« ° vir yee * . 

Benny to Gwadar. 1 aie ot See 


ec ate ae -4 
Ji 


Sel i ie va sah ivig oe 
Pe f e faluchis, vehi resulted 
yt many 


ion of t les between Pasni and Giadur, but the greater 
he subdivision was closely inspected by the Assistant Superintendent in 
cartied ‘out two renewals of wire, besides reconstructing the line where 


Gwadur-Fask Subdivision—Mr. E. Graves, Temporary Superintendent, held 
Pof the subdivision up to the and December 1897, when he was murdered by a 
of Karwanis at the River Rapch, where he had arrived on inspection duty on 
th November. After this it was not considered safe for an European to march alon, 
line, but Jater in the season the native artificer with his line gang did so and ea 
" out such repairs as were necessary. 3 





Interruptions on Land Lines. 
~ During the year there have been six total interruptions, the aggregate duration 

of which amounted to 53 days, 11 hours, §2 minutes. Of this, 50 days, 13 hours, 32 
minutes were caused by the wrecking of the lines during the late rising in Mekran, 
In addition to this, two other interruptions, lasting 1 day, 18 hours, 20 minutes, were 
due to wilful damage. Thus 52 days, 7 hours, 52 minutes are accounted for by 
wilful damage, the remaining 1 day, 4 hours being due to storms, As in the previous 
year, there was no total interruption on the Charbar-Jask section. ye 

49. Of partial interruptions there have been 22, aggregating 13 days, 20 hours, 
8 minutes, of which 13, lasting 7 days, 6 hours, 13 minutes, occurred in the Karachi- 
Gwadur subdivision, and 9, lasting 6 days, 13 hours, 55 minutes, in the Gwadur-Jask 
subdivision, } 

50. The causes of the faults are summarised as follows :— 
Number, io 


Definitely traced to preventable causes :— ours. 
Fasity conttrictio” ss) ss eT 3 
Haalty malntenance Sy) eT} as 157 
Wavetip partion ses cc orange 
Other preventable causes) JG St 53 

Unpreventable causes — 

Cyclones and storms = wg pm re 64 
Animals and birds Ate ips tare tala emia 

i icin Ps apucitlse, Me Aaa 876 
Unknown causes 2 0. Lt Cinder ia 





Of the 12 faults due to faulty maintenance, 11 were due to corrosion of the line 
wire, 

ate Inspections, 

51.-All the offices of the Persian Gulf,Section, with the. exception of Fao, where 
quarantine regulations prevented landing, were, inspected by the Director-in-Chief in 
company with the Director, and were’ generally found in a satisfactory state. The 
\ buildings were also in good order. . 
"g2. The Examiner of Telegraph Accounts also inspected the accounts of the 
Persian Gulf Section at Karachi during the year. 


ty General Remarks.—Persian Gulf Section. 
3: The year under review has been rendered remarkable by two chief events: 
1) ine ‘of the late Mr. Graves at the Rapch River in Perso-Baluchistan in 
cember 1897, and (2) the rising of the Baluchis in the Mekran under Sirdar Mehrab 
Khan, Gitchki,of Kej, in January 1898, : - 
k 54: A noticeable teeines an eee th oe i sec that ces ee) eopare 
‘once cut between Charbar an 1e Rapch River is situ: yt way 
f peers ey in was any damage 


i tt nor done to the lines throughoutthe 
| tpetions wai flowed te murder, ee wees 











‘At the time of the. outrage 
“loot”; afterwards it was suggested that race ha 
attack, It might, in some way, have been connected ts 
unrest which existed at the time along the Persian Gulf on th 
North-West Frontier of India. eS puate 

5. The second affair began with an.attack on the Nazim of Mekran and 

the Indian Survey Parties in the Kej Valley, and was followed immediately by 
the wrecking of the telegraph line between Pasni and west of Gwadur, , 

Such a display of ill-will Lowards this Department has never been known 
since the erection of the telegraph in 1862. Whatever the reason that actuated 
them on this occasion, the work of destruction was carried out with a thorough- 
ness not generally characteristic of Baluchis. No less than 370 posts had to 
be renewed and nearly 11 miles of. wire, besides nearly 750 insulators, were 
required to repair the damage done. : mee 

56. On the 25th April 1807 the village, which is attached to the Jask 
Station, and the Persian Fort there, wee surprised by a party of Bashkardis, 
who looted the shops of the native traders, The Persian Governor, instead of 
protecting the station, came to the telegraph buildings to seek protection, The 
result of this attack was the despatch from Bushire to Jask of a Persian 
garrison, consisting of 120 soldiers with afield gun. They did not, however, 
stay long, the whole force, including the Governor, returning to Bushire during 
May 1897, since when the fort has been garrisoned by Mustapha Khan, son of 
the late Mir Abdul Nubbee and Chief of Sudaich, who is in the pay of this 
Department. eee 

57. The Superintendent at Bushire in his report for November 1897 wrote 
that there was still an impression there that the telegraphs were keeping back 
the rain. This was, of course, with reference to the trigonometrical benche 
marks which had been destroyed by a mob in January 1897, but had been rebuilt 
in the following April, with much public ceremony, under the orders of the 
Political Resident at Bushire. At the end of the official year, ti. on 31st 
March last, the general state of affairs at Bushire was still reported as being 
very disturbed. 

























PERSIAN SECTION. 


58. Line Maintenance.—Only ordinary line repairs were carried out during 
the year. 

59. Ofices —The mud roof of the joint signalling room of the Indo-Euro- 
pean Telegraph Company and of this Department at Teheran was replaced by 
an iron roof, and some improvements and additions were made to the senior 
clerk's quarters. ‘1 hese works were done at the expense of the Persian Govern~ 
ment, the building being their property. The office building at Shiraz was also 
much improved by that Government, * Ket 

60, /nterruptions.—There was one total interruption on this section lasting 
for 22 hours; this occurred at an altitude above the sea-level of about 7,000 feet, 
and was caused by accumulations of snow, which broke the wires ina great 
number of places along a distance of two miles. 7 

61. The faults from all causes, including contacts between the wires, 
during the past three years have been: | 
—$——— -. 

‘Year. | a Wire, 





















Hours, Mins. 


35 
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63. Wilful Damage.—There were 478 acts of wilful damage reported d 


the year, being 226 more than last year. They were di 
as follows: — 


To 


striated along the Gnesi 
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No: of Acts, 








wt . «Teheran . 


Ispahen sw 





and... Ispaban’ . | Meshed.i-Meerghab, 88 
miles north of Shiraz. 


i 
td. « Meshedi-Meerghab | Mean Kotal, 60 miles 
z south of Shiraz 


qth 6 | Mean Kotal, Bushire < 


247 


195 


131 


102 


138 


143 


143 


54 














The reason for the greater number of acts invthe and and 3rd sections is 


probably due to their being more frequented by the nomad Ilyats than the other 
two sections. The attention of Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister and His Exe 
cellency the Mukhbar-ed-Dowlah has been requested to this, The amount 
claimed for damages from the Persian Government amounted to Krans 8,784.* 
Of this, Krans 1,672 has been collected locally, and the balance, 7,112, was 


deducted from the Jask royalty. 


64. Wilful damage caused interruptions for the past four years as shown 
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ree Sa ESS 
Cenvvat Remarks.— 
© 65 The Peppa evens which occurred : 
“ment are as follows :— i ah 
‘His Excellency Ali Guli Khan Mukhbar-ed-Dowlah died on the 16th ial 
© 1897, and his son the Mukhbar-ul-Mulk succeeded him as Minister of Tele- 
graphs on the roth August. By the death of His Excellency the late Mukhbar, 
the Department has lost.a great friend. 4 : 
Three hundred soldiers mobbed the Shiraz Office on one occasion, demand- 
‘Ming arrears of pay. On two occasions the Kazetun Office was invaded by a 
‘mob, complaining of the high price of bread and of ill-treatment, and on one 
‘occasion a crowd collected at Dehbeed Station, complaining of being looted - 
by Arabs, On each occasion the Persian Authorities took action and the men» 
dispersed. ; 
‘Two burglaries were committed and one attempted, 
On two occasions Inspectors while marching were threatened, and on two 
occasions line men were fired on, 

5 Once the post bag was robbed, 
/ The Mashelah (swampy ground) near Bushire was overrun by armed Tan 
| gistanies (hill men) in February and March 1898, so that the route under the 
line was pronounced unsafe, and several murders were committed near and in 
Bushire. . 











Buildings in Persia, 


66. In consequence of the stock of sheet iron for roofing purposes’ having 
become exhausted in the Teheran market, the completion of the iron roofing to 
the buildings for the clerks’ quarters at Teheran has had to be postponed, and 
there is still some work to be done, connected with laying out and draining the 
ground, etc. 

The new residence for the Director at Teheran was occupied by him in 
October 1897, and the completion report has now been submitted. 

‘The title deeds of the ground purchased for both the Director’s and clerks” 
quarters are deposited in the saie in the charge of the Superintendent, Teheran 
Station. 


Medical. 


67. Doctors Odling, C.M.G., and Scully, Medical and Assistant Medical 
Superintendents of this Department at Teheran and Shiraz respectively, were 
resent throughout the year.‘ Doctor Odling also holds the appointment of 

t Tegron Surgeon at Teheran since 1892, by permission of ‘the Goverament of 


‘The health of the staff was on the whole good, One clerk died at Shiraz 
in March 1898 of pleurisy. 
‘The fiee dispensaries at Teheran, Ispahan, and Shiraz are much appree 
a ciated and used by the people. ) 
Meteorology. ws 


68. Similarly to last year, telegrams reporting the state of the weather in 
Persia were sent to the Meteorological Reporter, India, from the 15th November 
| 4897 to the 15th March 1898, 


MESHED LINE. 


j 69. Mr. S. Butcher, Acting Assistant Superintendent, took over charge of 
this line on 15th May 1897, and executed the necessary “repairs teh 
| Ocrober 1897 and 28th March 1898. From the 25th Deceniecses to oth. 
| February 1898 work was stopped by snow and frost. Six handed amt 
six new juniper poles were erected, 106 old poles were dug up and re 
after rotten wood had been cut off, and 700 Feld service insulators were 
No money was teceived from the Petsian Government during this year 
the maintenance of the line, and therefore the expenditure was limited 
20,000 sanctioned by the Government of India, 5 


_ 70, Offices.—The olfice at Aiwanikief had again to be moved 
and the office at Sabzewar was also moved a baiting Z 
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Deducting faults in offices, the total number of hours of interruption due to 
causes works out thus :— ; 





Hours, Mins. 
EEE eS Ye a OC Gar eee Hog RH 4u rg 
PROBE eco 9? 7 91-2 ssyaaeelhnres ores er cae BS 7 2A 
SBOE A Meewih Carita fey Pion fate, MR tg EB 


The Persian clerk who caused 65 hours 28 minutes interruption under the 
head “Faults in Offices ” has since been dismissed by the Persian Government, 
together with another clerk and two gholams (line guards) for stealing insulators 
for the value of their iron stalks. J 
92. Wilfal Damage.—One hundred and ninety-seven cases of wilful damage 
occurred, in which 183 insulators and 57 posts were broken or stolen and 55 | 
yards of wire were carried away. : 


The figures were for the years :-— 5 ar 

Acts. 4 

1895-96 . . . . . . . . . + 445 f 
ABS nat a ow ina Mon paca sa cree ea Ona 














There is thus an increase of 28 over last year, but the improvement over 
1895-96 and before continues to be satisfactory. p 

The amount of Krans 200 was recovered from local Governors, etc., on 
account of compensation. < i) 

73- Traffic.—The table below shows the amount of paid conversational 
traffic, ete., carried by the line during the past three years :— 
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ET en ie ae eT TERS 3.423 krans 814 krans. 

1896-07 6 Ye fe fe ee 2993 1,195» 

1897 Wii nine cpa ke aap aare 23529 5, 1,278, 50g. 

== = — 
74+ There were no events of a political nature which affected the line or 

offices on the Meshed line, # 


f STORES. 
75. The principal items of expenditure under this head have been 


f i R ap. 

Stores purchased in India. 4) ews 750 10 
London stores, including freight, landing charges and i 

‘ fiche Slim i 2h ing asp fe OST COO 

‘Stores from other Departments.» 0. 0s. 1,814 5 3 

wing were the principal issues of stores — , 

5 fos th « gt452.0 8. 

a DRE 9 6 








rate z " 

“The issues to repairs and renewals to th 
R21,353, and were heavy, owing to the line | 

the chis. The issues to offices in that 

"to offices in the Persian Section to R6,715-4-2, : 

Personnel, a 

76. The Director, Persian Gulf Section, recommends to favourable notic 

peters officers of his staff for good services rendered after Mr. Graves’ 

‘der and the destruction of the line by the Baluchis in Mekran:—Messrs, 

E. Woodsell and R. C. Salted Assistant Superintendents, and Mr. W. H. 

Janes, General Service Clerk, the last of whom has been rewarded with a 

k eo allowance of R25 per mensem. Lieutenant-Colonel Wells and Mr. 

ly also report that their thanks are due to the staff generally for good 

ices rendered throughout the year, and their thanks are warmly qoined in by 

~ To the above Directors also my special acknowledgments are due for 

the continued assistance they have given in maintaining this, the Indo-European 

route, as the most accurate and quickest of the telegraph routes to India, 

it is again my pleasing duty to mention Mr. C. E. J. Twisaday, the senior 

clerk in my office, who during my absence in India, from November 1897 to 

March 1898, was in charge of the current duties of my office, and who per- 
formed those duties to my entire satisfaction. 





INDIA OFFICE, .  B. T. FFINCH, 
soth November 1898. mI Director-in. Chief. 



































*g6g1 HOUVW Ist OL LNNODDV IVLidVQ NO BUNLIGNIdXY AO AYYAWAS 


‘Vv XIGNdddV ~- 


_ "SHOIGNHddv 








“|e 9 Sox'gete |+ 


4 0 govt 





S £1 Goo'tg 
£0 oS 
9 gs oghlg 





9 6 esuges 


© ex Légion 


Sor offers |+ 





Str eeliogs 
3 1 Sebsgx 





© et Lyon 


aoe 


S 1 celtog't |- 
1 01 SelSgit | 
£8 ob0'or 
8 6 yor | 


a7 oe 








saumpeg pense, 








opay 


> (gq mppuaddy) 2740.1, 


‘Konamy. pia ovea veoms, Soypnppay 


pus SeTPUT SUE, ted he! 








BOGE ORY HY L81E O4 Z6gr uImay 481 KONA wanxiaKaAXg Ag 


“96g HOUVyY 4518 popuo 
















































“esett 
Bee 
pats 









sits9 












90'S 
sire 
ig 


x 






















woes famensera| Dy 





bed 
ey 














VAA AAld Wed 10) SASNAdXY ONIABOAL JO STIVLAG Buwoys aK 1 
PIES ESE OES eee 


Beal te 2 Say atta 3 









































ssaveg ai] 180d dof pesseca Aponzen so afo4z fo wessioig—A #1001, 











oa | fuwtwos) | «hoedmory 
Sadomgepay weeny] mye} 














~~ asaag anny 3804 40f Saisa2ay Jo wassiiq—¥ ML 
sasund Intof 


*DeKIGNaddv 
Ppa guns. alata” ae POR RET Oe 





ne 
é, 
e 








oi | .3 geages 
Bre tte 


oP $B8825 a3 


ili EE | 
Be 


§ BEST | 
a | 3 Beeees | 


























APPENDIX D. 


Summary of CapiTat and REVENUE ACCOUNT for the last Five Years. 
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ment during the past five years :— 




















| PERCENTAGE OF 
Gross Receipts. | Expenditure. | Net Receipts. 
Net Rees 
ns 
& a a | x a 
© 189304 151446,199 1350856 8,60,608 490248 428 637 
1894-05 1414,42,885 15,70420 8,26,897 7430523 650 526 
1895-98 111489206 16,70/081 817.450 852,631 7. 89 
1896-97 AS49774 14.84,507 WATT 7434030 617 3sr9 
1897-98 TN5:35,814 15405153 781981 758,172 657 WITLI 





™ This represents the revenue uf the Department alter adjustments made in accordance with the provisions of the Joint 
Purse arrangement, 

The Capital Account was decreased by Rs. 13,961. 

The total earnings of the Department show an increase of Rs. 55,645, as 
compared with the previous year, This is due to the fact that the traffic with 
India, which fell off considerably in 1896-97, more than recovered itself during 
the year under review. On the other hand, thetraffic with places beyond India 
shows a slight decrease, The increase under miscellaneous revenue is due to 
larger sales of old cable core and other unserviceable stores. 

The expenditure shows an increase of Rs, 10,504. This is mainly due to 
the large outlay on repairs to the Mekran Coast land lines necessitated after the 
destruction of the line by the Baluchis and the murder of Mr. Graves, 

The net result is a profit of Rs. 7,58,172, which gives a dividend of 6°57 
per cent. on the capital, against 617 per cent. in the previous year. When 
it is remembered that the capital of the Department is a very inflated one, and 


_ The following statement shows the financial results of working the Depart- 









. 


includes the cost of lines and cables which have long since been abolished, and * — 


sundry political charges, it will be seen that the dividends now earned are very 
satisfactory, and show that the lines are valuable from a commercial as well as 
from a political point of view. . 
The proportion of Indian traffic actually carried by the Indo-European route 
js still largely in excess of the proportion on which the Joint Purse was based, 
_ but the trans-Indian traffic is considerably less (see paragraphs g and to of the ~ 
Report). 
ions traffic shows a large falling-off during 1897-98, the total 
amount being 54,474/. less than inthe previous year, ard the Department’s 
share is 1,384/. less than last year, The sum drawn out of the Purse is, how- 
ever, 3,293/. more than the amount earned by the Department in 1889 when 
the Australasian Message Fund was formed. 
The general working of the Devartment continues to be very satisfactory. 
Only one total interruption to traffic between Teheran and Karachi occurred 
during the year, and only lasted 22 hours 56 minutes. The cables and land 
lines are, sean se oa, in a sound condition. The speed and accuracy 
of transmission are also satisfactory. 


The murder of Mr. Graves and the rising of the Baluchis on the Mckran 
Coast were fully reported at the time. Considerable damage was dons to the 
land lines during the latter disturbance, but the cables fortunately worked well, 

4 and the hog traffic was not interfered with, The lines have now been 


repaired, and 


districts appear to be more settled, . 


EDMUND NEEL, 
* Secretary, Public Works Department, 
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GOVERNMENT oF NDIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


may receive the SuprLasent 
it 


. 


Weather Review of India for the wack ending at $8 am. on 
oe Saturday, February 11th, 1899. 


‘The slight disturbance which had formed in Upper Sind at the close of 
ious week lay over Rajputana on the morning of the 5th. A secondary 
depression began to form in the East Punjab during the day. This subsidiary 
depression was of moderate intensity but was the chief feature of the weather 
‘on the morning of the 6th, It filled up as rapidly as it formed during the day 
and high poe conditions were re-established in North-Western India on 
the 7th. 
on he 6th, eastern districts of the North-Western Provinces and Bihar 
‘on the 7th, Assam and Upper Burma on the 8th, and broke up or passed out- 
side ats during the next 24 hours. 

“A second disturbance passed into Baluchistan on the 8th from the plateau 
of Iran, It marched among the usual track of cold weather storms through 
Rajputana, on the toth, into the Central districts of the North-Western Prov+ 
inces on the 11th, 

The two disturbances described above gave moderate rain in Baluchistan, 
moderate rain over the greater part of the Punjab, the Gangetic Plain, 

. and the Central Provinces and moderate to heavy snow in the Northe 
sas ee 


Jeather was fine throughout the week in Burma and the Peninsula, with 
‘exception of Southern India, which obtained moderate rain from thunder- 
chiefly on the 8th and gth. ; 
4 The mean temperature of-the week was in moderate to considerable excess 
nearly the whole of Northern and Central India and the 
nately normal in Burma and the Peni 


















he Gazette of Endia. 


he Heed or original disturbance advanced through Central India 
tl 
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Peninsula, The 
, Central India and the North. 
‘ 5 i i a on 3 mf Lic| 


excess in that area. Pi 
‘the transfer to that area 
‘at the close of the previous week. Pressure had incte 
‘of the depression in Upper Sind and was now from a t 
inch below the normal over bee vipie of fase Bye 
Winds were from their normal cold weat 
were light to unsteady in the Burmese Peninsula and Bengal and had shifi 
to easterly directions in the Gangetic Plain under the influence of the distur 
‘ance in Rajputana, Humidity had increased rapidly in. Sind, re 
India, Berar and the Central Provinces and at the hill-station: Uppss I 
Skies were free from cloud in parts of Bengal, Burma and Southern ni 
more or less clouded in the remainder of the country. They were overca 
Baluchistan and Upper India, Light rain or snow had fallen in Baluchistan, 
Kashmir and the arty hilland submontane districts. The mean tempera~ 
ture of the previous 24 hours was more or less largely in excess of the normal 
in the North-Western Provinces, Rajputana, the Punjab, Central India, Berar, 
Bihar and Gujarat, in slight to moderate defect in the southern half of the 
Peninsula and practically normal in the remainder of India, 











luchistan, Sind, Gujarat and West Rajputana and had decreased over nearly 
te sie of the rami of the country. The fall was brisk in Bundelkhand 
and the neighbouring districts and brisk to rapid.in Kashmir, the Punjab and the 
western and hill districts of the North-Western Provinces. The depression 
passing through Rajputana on the, previous day was central in Bun elkhand 
Tt was, however, obscured by the formation of @ secondary depression in the 
East Punjab, Pressure was about a seventh of an inch below the normal in 
the two ateas of depression. Winds were irregularly cyclonic in direction over 
the Punjab, Rajputana, Central India and the Gangetic Plain, but were light in 
force. Skies were overcast in the North-West Himalayas and heavily clouded 
in the Punjab and North-Western Provinces. Skies had cleared in Baluchistan. 
The double disturbance had occasioned light to moderate showers in Baluchistan, 
the Punjab and the western districts of the North-Western Provinces, and 
moderate snow in Kashmir and the Punjab Himalayas. Temperature had risen 
briskly in North-Eastern India and was higher than usual over the whole of the 
country, with the exception of the Deccan, Mysore and Madras where it was 
in slight to considerable defect, due chiefly to much lower day temperatures 
than usual. The,excess in the arca of increased temperature was most_ mark 
in the North-Western Provinces (9°), Central India (7°), Rajputana (6°) and 
the Punjab. (4°) and was on the whole exhibited more largely in the night than 
the day temperature, 


Tuesday, February 7th-—The secondary or the Punjab depression) had 
broken up completely.” The primary depression had, on the other hand, ade 
vanced eastwards into the eastern districts of the North-Western Provinces and 
become of less importance. Pressure had hence risen briskly to very rapidly 
in North-Western and Central India, thus re-establishing high pressure cone 
ditions in that area, A slight increase of pressure had also occurred ; 
Bengal and the greater part of the Peninsula, and pressure was now 
Jess above the normal throughout the country, with the exception of 
it-was in slight local defect. The excess was considerable to |, 
and the Punjab and was most marked in the North Punjab where it: 
of an eighth of an inch in amount, South-easterly winds held in 
the eastern and central districts of the North-Western Provinces. z 
cleared in North-Western and Central India but were more or less” 
in the Eastern districts of the North-Western Provinces, Bihar, C) 
and Bengal. Fairly general rain, light to moderate amount, 
received in the East Punjab and the North-Western Provinces 
showers in Bihar, the Central Provinces and Central India. it 
snow had fallen in the North-West Himalayas, A rapid r 

had occurred in the North«Western Provinces, Rajputana, Ce 
and the Punjab and a brisk to rapid increase in Bihar, Chota 


and Madras, The mean ‘of the 
‘in Bi na eden oe ae eet 4 
‘4 sataiteen Prowie jagpur, 4° in Central In 


Monday, February 6th—Pressure bad increased to a slight extent in 





L 


' variable airs’ and calms obtained in 
‘Peni 


TRE OEE LS ee 
re had again inci briskly to 
thus emphasizing the high pressure 

a on the previous day. Pressure had on the 
and fallen to a slight extent in Burma, Assam, Bengal and Bihar due to 
eastward advance of the residual disturbance which was in the eastern 


istricts of the North-Western Provinces on the previous day, Pressure was 
‘beginning to give way in West Baluchistan on the outskirts of a cold weather 
‘disturbance advancing through East Persia. Light to moderate north-west 
winds had set in over the Punjab and Rajputana and were extending eastwards 
lown the Gangetic Plain. Very Seog anne er blowing at Cherat. Light 
jengal and ordinary easterly winds in the 
la. Skies had cleared in Notth-Eastern India ‘but were moderately ~ 
Glouded in Southern India, Cloud was beginning to form in Baluchistan 
_and the Punjab. Some heavy thundershowers had occurred in East Ceyl 
‘and Southern India, and a few light showers had fallen in Bihar and North 
Bengal. Temperature had increased 9° ig Baluchistan and was 12° above the 
‘normal in that area during the past 24 hours. It had fallen 5° in Bihar and 
was normal in that area. The temperature conditions in the remainder of India 
were similar to those prevailing on the previous day. 

Thursday, February gth.—Pressure had decreased throughout the Indian _ 
area. The decrease was rapid in Sind and Kashmir and brisk in Baluchistan” 
and the remainder of North-Western India, The disturbance which was in 
East Persia on the previous day was now crossing the North-West frontier 
‘into Upper Sind. “Pressure was a twentieth of an inch in defect of the normal 
at Jacobabad and the depression was hence of very slight intensity, Pressure 
was normal in the Peninsula and in slight to moderate excess in Burma and 
North-Eastern India. Winds were light at the hill stations in Upper India and 
were falling off in the Gangetic Plain where they blew generally from westerly 
directions. Skies were overcast in Baluchistan,,the Punjab and Kashmir and 
light to moderate rain‘had fallen in ‘Baluchistan and some light showers in the 

‘est Punjab during the previous 24 hours. Local thundershowers had again 
occurred in Madras and Malabar where skies were overcast. Temperature had 
- diminished rapidly in Baluchistan and was now 7° higher than usual in that area. 
Temperature had on the other hand increased slightly to briskly in Northern 
India and the northern half of the Peninsula, and was during the past day 
normal in the Madras Deccan, Orissa, Madras Coast, West Coast and Burma, 
and from 2° to 5° above the normal in the remainder of the country due to 
_ much higher night temperature than usual. % 

Friday, February 1oth.—Pressure had recovered to a slight extent in 
Baluchistan and had again fallen in India and Burma, The fall was veer in 
Rajputana in'consequence of the advance to that area of the feeble disturbance 
passing through Upper Sind on the previous day. The depression was un- 

ed. in character, pressure being as on the gth poly pbyat a twentieth of - 
an inch below the normal of the day in the central area. inds from northerly 
directions obtained in the Punjab and light airs and calms in the Gangetic 
Plain. Winds were increasing in the Peninsula and were from their normal 
eather directions. Skies had cleared in Baluchistan and were less clouded - 
é Punjab than on the previous day. They were overcast in Kashmir 
and more or less heavily clouded’ in Berar, Central India and the Western 
Central districts of the Central Provinces. Baluchistan and the North and 
‘al Punjab had obtained light to moderate rain and Berar and the Central 
ces local thunders! Light snow had fallen in the Murree: and 


perature had fallen °in Baluchistan and 2° in the Punjab, and. was 
previous: hours in moderate excess in the former and normal in 


‘te perature tions were ig Sa nc in 





‘had increased 
pa Pople take beer: 
rovinces to which area it had now e 

what greater defect in the depression than on the previou 
thifted to + southerly arte Laws Bee and Cho 
“moderate intensity. Winds were cyclonic h 
were light. Goosesily strong winds prevailed at Cherat, their velocity be 
the rate of 44 miles per hour at 8 AM. Light to moderate 
westerly winds had appeared over Sind, Rajputana and the 
The air was abnormally dry in Gujarat and West Rajputana, the lowest humi 
recorded at 8 A.M, was only 6 per cent. at Mount Abu, Skies were more 
heavily clouded in the jorth-Western Provinces and Central Provinces 
numerous light to moderate showers had occurred in these areas and in 
Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand and the North Punjab, Light snow had fallen in the 
Murree and Kashmir Hills and hail in the hill districts of the North Western 
Provinces. A very rapid reduction of temperature had occurred in Berar, thus 
reducing the temperature considerably below the normal in that area. The 
mean temperature of the past 24 hours averaged 7° above the normal in 
Rajputana, 6° in Chota Nagpur, 5° in Central India and the North-Western 
Provinces, 4° in Bihar and Bengal and 2° in Assam, Orissa and the Central — 
Provinces. Temperature varied but slightly from the normal in other districts, 











* Temperature.—The mean temperature of the week was in general excess 
‘by amounts averaging 2° for the whole Indian land area. The only area in 
which the mean temperature of the month was lower than usual included the 
Madras Coast and Madras Deccan, The deficiency in that area was however 
small and of no importance. The excess of the mean temperature of the weck 
over the normal was least marked in Burma, Orissa, West Coast, Bombay 
Deccan, Mysore and South India and was largest in amount ina belt stretch- 
ing from Rajputana to Chota Nagpur in which it ranged between 4° aud 5° 
It may be noted that in the area of increased temperature the day temperature 
was almost as largely above the normal as the night temperature. ¢ 


The following table gives mean temperature variation data of the week =— 



















VARIATION FROM NORMAL OF MEAN TEMPERATURE 
OF 24 HOURS PRECEDING $ A.M, OF DATE 





Province. 














‘Madras Deccan 
South India 





Chota Nagpur th onal 
North-Western Provinces and| 
Oude. . al gerd 
Pang 9 dS Oh gl 
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jputana. ea 
Gujarat www | tag aT 
Central India. } 3} 45-4) 
Central Provinces 5 [) 4.36) 
Berar TN tal 
West Cost 2 ff 
Bombay Deccan, |) 
ayiore. 5) 135. ane 
Madras Coast) 
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and the wi Peni a 
rover the greater part of the rainless area was however 
Hd norms oe period is small in amount. In the area of 
all the ayerage amounts received ranged from a tenth of an inch 
: to 2°34 inches in the Punjab Hills and differed but _ 
° and North Bengal, Chota Nagpur, North Bihar, 
-Oudh, the South-East Punjab and gaat ‘of the North-Western 
rovinces. The fall of the week was in moderate excess of the normal in 
‘South Madras, Malabar, Coorg, Madras, South-Central, the North-Western 
__ Provinces Hills and West Submontane and Baluchistan and in large excess in 
the Fussell which obtained 1°59 inches more than their normal quantity, 
_pts., 0°75 inch, 





Pee The most noteworthy daily falls recorded sipagite week were 2'94 inches 
at Dehra Dun on the 7th, 2°84 inches at Trivandrum on the 9th and 2:25 
inches at Dharamsala on the 7th and the principal totals 6:70 inches at | 

‘Srivilliputtur (Tinnevelly), 4°31 inches at Palampur (Kangra), 4’22 inches at 

Cochin (Malabar), 3°16 inches at Coonoor (Nilgiris) and Pithoragarh (Almora) 
and 3'09 inches at Dehra Dun. . € es 

. ‘The seasonal rainfall continues more or less in defect of the normal over * 

the whole of the country with the exception of Bengal, Chota Nagpur, Bihar, 
Oudh, the eastern districts of the North-Western Provinces, Malabar, Coorg, 
South Madras and Madras South-Central, The deficiency is moderate to 
considerable in amount in Orissa, the western districts of the North-Western 
Provinces, the greater part of the Punjab and Baluchistan. It may be.noted 
that no rain has fallen during the past six weeks in Sind and Rajputana areas 
which usually obtained light to moderate rain during the period. } 
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- Pasturage is scarce, but fodder is+ generally 
falling. : 


. 





‘in the Umballa, Ferozepore, Mooltan, Lahore, ‘Sialkote, Rawalpindi, Peshawar 


rie 4 
: ‘the Crops. : 
 Madras.—For week ending 18th February:—No rain fell during the 
week except forrest showers in Ganjam and Vizagapatam. The water- 
supply is generally sufficient. Some sowings are being made. The standing 
ops are generally in fair condition. The harvest is yielding a fair outturn, 
sufficient. Prices are generally 


Bombay.—for weet ending 22nd February. —The standing crops have 
been damaged by frost in parts of the Upper Sind Frontier and by rats in one 
taluka of Bijapur. American cotton has fae blighted in two talukas of Dhar. 
war. The harvesting of the late crops is progressing in seventeen and prepa- 
rations for next. season are being made in nine districts. Cotton-picking 
continues in parts of Guzerat and Kathiawar. Fodder is sufficient except in 
rts of Sind. Agricultural stock is healthy. Prices have risen in seven, 
Hays fallen in three districts, and are stationary elsewhere. 7 


Bengal.—Ffor week ending 20th February.—Slight rain fell during the 
week in almost every: district of the Province, except those of the Orissa 
Division, The rain was accompanied by hail in places in Bihar, but not much 
damage to the crops is reported. The general prospects of the crops continue 
favourable. The spring crops are maturing, and poppy is coming into lower. 
Sugarcane-pressing is approaching completion, Spring tice is still being 
transplanted. Lands are bene loughed for autumn rice and jote. The 
fodder-supply is everywhere sufficient. The price of common rice continues 
almost stationary. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 22nd 


February.—With the exception of slight showers in afew districts’ clear weather ~ 


has prevailed generally. The standing crops are flourishing; and are being irri- 
gated where necessary, The pressing of sugarcane continues and planting of 
the new sugarcane crops has commenced ir parts. | The poppy crop is thriving 
and promises well. Damage to crops by rats is reported from some districts. 
Prospects continue favourable. Supplies and fodder are sufficient. Prices show 
a slight fall in a few districts but are otherwise stationary or rising. 


Punjab.—For week ending 22nd February.—More or less rain has fallen 


and Dera Ismail Khan districts. Pressing of sugarcane and ploughings for the 


_ extra spring crops continue, The standing amps have been generally benefited 


in the districts where rain has fallen recently. Crops on unirrigated areas 


are failing from drought in Delhi. ‘The condition of the standing spring crops 


is ener good to average. The gram and rapeseed crops are being damaged 
ie “and rust in Petaiejore,: saa abe sugareané ccoe has tech 

id by frost in parts of Sialkote. Cattle are generaily in good con- 
Fodder is sufficient except ‘in Delhi, Shahpur and parts. of. the 

tricts, Prines, especially of wheat, are rising in Hissar and Sialkote, 
Rawalpindi, Peshawar and Dera Ismail Khan and are 

Wheat is se Seat 15% tO 208, gram-19 to 25, 

45 to 34, great millet 25 and tice 13 


1. 
miles 1910 25, 


+ 





‘| 








and Juar 20 seers per rupee. 


jerwise prospects are hee ae 
almost been completed and the en sericea n 
of the winter crops is progressing. Em t fo ; 
the Haka tahsil of Damoh. Foader is becoming te in the Bargarh at 
of Sambalpur. The cheapest prices are—wheat 19}, gram 3o, rice 22, 
| juar 98 seers per rupee. The dearest prices are—wheat 12}, gram 16, rice 
. # 









Burma—For week ending 15th February.—In Lower Burma. thr 


"js nearing completion and winnowing is well advanced, Dry weather paddy has 


‘ 





been sown in Tavoy. In Upper Burma cultivation of the dry weather crops is 
prstresemng and prospects continue fair or goed, The priee of paddy has risen 
from three to five per cent. in Rangoon and seven other districts of Lower — 
Butma and ten per cent. in Thayetmyo and Pakokku. Prices are stationary” 
elsewhere. 







Assam.—For week ending 21st February.—Rain fell in most districts » 
during the week, Land is being eee! for early rice in the Assam Valley 
districts and for low land rice in Sylhet. Gathering of mustard and pulses, 
pruning of tea and pressing of sugarcane are in progress. Prospects of the 
tnustard crop are fair and of sugarcane and pulses generally good. Fodder is 

.*searce in Cachar, the Naga, Khasi and Jaintia Hills and in parts of Sylhet, 
Water is insufficient in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and in parts of Sylhet. 
Prices—common rice, Silchar 15 to 153, Sylhet,’ Dhubri, Gauhati and Tezpur 
16, Nowgong 14, Sibsagar 1g and Dibrugarh 13} seers pet rupee. 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week ae 2and February.—MYysore : 
The standing crops are in good condition. Paddy has been harvested rts. 
of Tumkur, Kolar, Mysore and Chitaldrug. Prices hive fallen slightly in 
Bangalore, Hassan and Shimoga and risen in Kolar and Kadur. 





Coorc :—The threshing of rice and coffee-picking continue. Water and 
fodder for cattle are sufficient. Prices of food grains are stationary. 


< Berar and Hyderabad.—Vor week ending 22nd February.—BERAR? 
The weather is cool. Harvesting of the winter crops is in progress and 
ploughing of fields for the ensuing monsoon crops continues. A scarcity of — 
fodder and water prevails in parts of <he province. Prices are fluctuating. 








HypeRasab: No rain fell during the week. The harvesting of the spring 
crops is progressing. The winter rice crop is in fair condition. Prices are 
almost stationary. Prices—wheat gj, coarse rice 10} and jawari 22 seers per 
‘current sicca rupee, 









Central India—For week ending 22nd February.—No rain fell in 
Central India during the week. Agricultural operations have been completed in 
Bundelkhand and are in progress elsewhere. The standing crops have been 
slightly damaged in Gwalior and Malwa, but are in good condition elsewh 
Agricultural stock is healthy and pasturage sufficient. Prices are above 
normal in Bundelkhand and normal elsewhere, The condition of 

good in Gwalior and Indore and fair in Malwa. Bs 





Rajputana.—For week ending 22nd February.—No rain fell 
week. Irrigation of crops Seer I Theic Contin is pe 
slight damage by frost is reported from Ajmere-Merwara and by 
Kerowlee, Cattle are generally in good condition. Fodder is still sc 
ae of Sirohi,, Marwar, Kherwara, Meywar, Haraoti, Aji 

ikanir, Prices are rising in Ajmere and five States, falling in Jey 
steady elsewhere, Emigration from the distressed Ajmere 
Merwara continues: 9 persons emigrated during the week. 
emigration up to date amounts to 4,115 persons, The numbers. 
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s of the years 1896 and 1597, 


» Calcutta, the City of Bombay, and Karéchi, during the month of December 1898, and | 















City of Bombay. 
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eon aay rs ty 
CASH BALANCES AND 
; ‘orgy, gym aon pauance aap 
No. 888A, dated Calcutta, the aged February 1899. ; 
ORDER—By the Government of India, Finance and ‘Commerce Department, 
Reap— { ey 
Letter from the Comptroller and Auditor dene No, 1886, dated the 7th 


189g submitting a report on the Cash Balances aad R 
Indian Treasuries for the twelve mouths from October 


est SR SS Heres 


OrpERED that the letter and its annexures be peste in the bisa oS) 
© India tor general information. 


B. H, RISLEY, é 
Off. Secretary to the Government of India. 


No, 1886, dated Caleutta, the 7th February 1899. 
t From—The Comptroller and Auditor General, — "y 
i’ ‘To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department. 
i I have the honour to submit my report on the Cash Balances and 
Resource Operations of our Treasuries for the twelve months from October 1897 


» September 1898. 
Minimum Balances, 

2. The following table gives the estimated Minimum Balances for all India W 
for each month, from October 1898 to September 1899, and their distribution 
between the Disttict Treasuries of the several Provinces and the Reserve Tréa- 
‘suries and Presidency Banks, The usual statements, marked A and B, show- 
ing the comparison of these balances with the estimates of previous years, are 

ed at the end. In the table’the total balances at the Presidency towns 
have been shown as usual in a lump sum in a separate column :— 


eeSaasatsasas 
<= 











gt 





poooasidlng th 
ima with reference to vente to the remark contained in the — 
With a very few exceptions I have accepted them in the above 
table, sRecsictalig Cie ects Cola aah al ro eras principle 
explained in previous reports. i) 


Cash Balances. ‘ 
4. The following statement shows the distribution of the actual balances 
Ce iar ne Geoiverdnaiasi none reba) 1897-98, with the 
corresponding figures of the previous yeat :— a 


ty7aat 
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12,4189 





























§- During the period referred to in the above table the balances passed 
through two crises, once in December 1896 and again in October 1897. The 


; "same causes, together with the war on ‘the North-Western Frontier, pied baal the 
- Both occasions required the adoption of special measures for hus- 


P ee ind oes 1896 by the investment of 200 lakhs of the 
Reserve (v#de last rae Site we oo 1897 by a remittance of 





6 ‘atthe relict afforded by. the ca 
temporary. The effects of famine, 


‘sequent months, and it became necessary. to ) reduce the capit 
Railways in July 1897, and to ask the Secretary of State to suspend 
jn September 1897. These measures, however, proved insufficient, and i 
1897, when the balance was 495 lakhs lower than in October 1896, they 
supplemented by the remittance from the Secretary of ‘State mentioned above. — 
‘The balances, however, remained very low until December, , when Revenue collec- 
tions improved the position and Famine Relief works began to be closed. Th 
Secretary of State was able to resume his drawings by the middle « of this month, 
and the balances rose steadily till they reached about 16 crores in “April, being — 
2 crores higher than the corresponding figure of the previous year, A consi- 
derable improvement in Railway Revenue and in some of the principal heads of 
“Revenue immediately after April, and the termination of the Military operations 
‘onthe North-Western Frontier soon after, enabled Government to effect a reduc- 
tion in the intended amount of the new loan and maintain easy balances 
throughout the second half of the twelve months under report. 3 
% The details given in the statement contained in para. 4 show that the 
balances in the hands of the Presidency Banks. were kept at a fairly high level” 
during the year, “the reduction in the balances being, as far as possible, ipa ss 
Government treasuries. 















Movement of Funds. 

8. The following table shows the net result of Inter-Provincial transfers by 
Foreign Remittances” and “ Supply Bills” during the year, and compares the 
position of each province with the previous year, eliminating in the last column 
the changes in its balance c 
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10, It appears from this statement that large improvements occurred in 
many provinces (especially North-Western Provinces, Central Provinces, Madras 
and Bengal), chiefly on account of a favourable agricultural season and the 
disappearance of famine. From these causes the revenue increased, expenditure 
on Famine Relief was discontinued, advances made in the previous year in con- 
nection with Famine were repaid, and the traffic on Railways revived. These 
‘improvements i ‘the Panjab were, however, insufficient to raise the balances 
there higher than they had been in the previous year in consequence of war ex- 
penditure, and in Bombay in consequence of very large payments of Council Bills 
and | shortness of Joan receipts there. The heads printed in italics in the 
che eovelig sep 1896-97, which a ‘not recur 











192 lakhs, the result of the brisk trade in wheat a ‘eda Bomba 
estate's between Beagal end ladiy in the accounts of the Bank of Bengal 
technically remittances, and their amount was almost the same as in he. pre 


year. 
12. Of the differences between the amounts of Roctigdl Soptly Bills the — 

two years given in the table under para. 8, the following only need be notice 

In Assam the receipts increased as the traders, especially in Sylhet, used thi: 
form of remittance more freely than before. As Bengal drew less on the 
i ae Provinces, the net receipts of the former decreased and the net result of 
\ the latter was converted into a receipt on account of smaller payments of these 
bills, Larger amounts of bills were drawn upon Punjab in connection with the 
wheat trade, the payment of which reduced the net receipts of the province. 
ih The “ Variation in balances” given in the same table shows thatin both years _ 

a the increase or decrease in the total balance was distributed among all provinces- 

13. The following statement gives the usual particulars of the large Foreign 
Remittances, as well as the more important of the Local Remittances, in se © | 
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8. 
_— against 52 in rb to meet the increased drawings of the Bank of Beat 
during the rice season. The total amount of local Bills sold on the Bassein 
Currency Agency was 13 lakhs more than during last year, the increase inthe 
demand being caused by a plentiful harvest of tice and better prices. On the 
other hand, Bills on Henzada Currency Agency fell off by about 2 lakhs, the w 
funds there being insufficient. The Mandalay treasury continued to be the 
. depdt for the supply of coin to the treasuries dependent on it, and was the 
only permanent Currency Agency in Upper Burma. The issue of local Supply ¥ 
Bills showed an increase of 4 lakhs, due to larger demands at Mandalay, 
| 19. In Assam there was an increase of 10 lakhs in the issue, and a decrease 
‘of 4 in the payment, of Foreign Supply Bills compared with last year. The " 
steady decrease since 1892-93 in the issue of Bills by Bengal continued, no in- | 
f crease in their demand having arisen after the special arrangements made last 
year for issuing them as freely as possible. No remittance of coin was required | 
from Bengal against 6 lakhs in the previous year, Mer | 
‘ 20. In Bengal the remittances to Calcutta from the District treasuries 
increased by 10 lakhs, owing chiefly to an increase in the issue of Supply Bills, 
as he District treasuries had larger balances, The remittances to the Opium- 
aying treasuries were 49 lakhs less on account of the closure of Famine Relief 
Wivects. The remittances made to the several centres of trade to facilitate the 
drawing of Supply Bills decreased by a6 lakhs, larger local surpluses being 
available for the parpose. There was also a decrease of about 9 lakhs inthe 
issue of Foreign Supply Bills on treasuries in the Central Provinces, as com- 
pared with the transactions of last year, The small coin depdt at Jalpaiguri 
has been closed. 
at, In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh with the disappearance of 
famine, the treasuries required smaller supplies of funds, There was a decrease 
‘of 2,38 lakhs in the total volume of local gemittances, namely, 1,64 lakhs in 
whole rupees, 60 lakhs in Currency Notes, and 14 lakhs in small silver and 
copper. The demand for Supply Bills on local treasuries also decreased by 
33 lakhs, which is attributable to the stagnation in trade caused by the 
outbreak of plague in other provinces. 
22. In the Punjab there was a very brisk demand, presumably in connec- 
tion with the heavy trade in wheat, for Supply Bills on Bombay and Karachi, 
and the largest sales took place at Delhi, Simla, Rawalpindi, Dehra Ismail Khan,, 
Peshawar, Bannu and Kohat. The-amount of local coin remittances decreased 
as larger sapplies were obtained from the local currency chests. 
23. In Mgdras the effects of famine being over, the net amount cosuitgedl 
by District treasuries to Madras was about 2 lakhs more thanin the previousyear. 
‘The issue of Supply Bills and wire transfers on District treasuries fell off by a} 
lakhs, owing to a decrease in the demand in connection with the working of, 
Cotton Presses, although the restrictions necessitated by the financial pressure ‘ 
of last year were removed. | 
24. InBombay the balance in the hands of the Presidency Bank was | 
4) generally kept above 4o lakhs, although the balance of the Province was low 
. eve the early Lphai hes The remittances from the Reserve Treasury 
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15. The following points in the Resource operations of the year under — 
report may be specially noticed. x 
fi 16. In Jndia the treasuries no longer accumulate coins of local currency. 
i Bhopali Rupees do not circulate now in Central India, having been called in by 
the Bhopal State as noted in the'last Report, and Halli Rupees have been 
considerably superseded by Government currency at Hyderabad since 1897, 
the few transactions in Halli coin that now remain resulting ina net outgoing 
from the treasury and necessitating at times a purchase in the local 
Sambhar, although a surplus treasury throughout the year jn every 
sequired help once during the year under report to meet. sudden a 
the Postal Department in connection with heavy Money Orders te 
merchants returning in large numbers from Calcutta in consequence of a 
about plague. The Nepal treasury was able, for the first time since 
when orders were issued for the purpose, to meet all its requirements by 
‘of Supply Bills which had not previously been in favour with the 
17, In the Central Provinces 9 lakhs of Foreign Supply Bil 
during the year on Calcutta and Bombay against 14 lakhs in the 























heavy drawings ‘of the Postal Department, however, 
n some Districts, "The Bank of Bombay took over 55 lakhs for the 


Small Silver and Copper Coin, 


35. Statement D annexed to this report shews the absorption of these 


Y coins in the different Provinces during the year under review and in the three 


preceding years, Its most prominent feature is that coins other than half pice 
and pie pieces were returned from circulation into the Goyernment treasuries~ 
This unusual fact was the result of the extraordinarily large issues of the previous 
year which had overstocked local markets. The copper coins returned were so 
numerous that in many treasuries it was difficult to find sufficient accommodation 
for their storage. This quick return of the surplus stock in the districts lately 
affected with famine is a satisfactory feature, as otherwise the coins might 
have circulated at a discount to the injury of the people. The special feature s 
of the several Provinces are noted below. 

26. In Jndia the net issues to the public from the Reserve Treasury at 
Calcutta decreased by over 5 lakhs, owing partly to large receipts of coins 
returned from circulation, and partly to smaller demands of the trade which was 
not very brisk during the last six months, In the Central Provinces the 
treasuries were generally overstocked, and consequently required fewer remit- 
tances than in the previous year. Out of the surplus copper at Nagpur a 
portion was found uncurrent, and this has since been ordered to the Bombay 
Mint for use in dollar coinage. In Burma the absorption increased in the 
Lower Provinces due to a bumper rice crop, but is was more than counter- 
balanced by the decrease in the Upper Provinces due to large remittances 
in the previous year to famine-stricken districts. In Assam the demand for 
small coin exists chiefly in connection with the payment of wages in Tea 
Estates, the Assam-Bengal Railway, and the Military and Public Works | 
Departments. In Bengal the absorption of small coin occurs in normal 
years in connection’ with tea, jute and silk trades, and the decrease from 
the last year is attributed to the large issues of that year on account of 
Famine Relief Works, In the Morth-Western Provinces, with the return of a 
good season after the famine of last year, the consumption of } Rs. and } Rs, 
increased, while there was a falling off in § Rs. as they were issued in excep- 
tionally large quantities in connection with Famine Relief Works. ‘The return of 
single pice from circulation after the closing of Relief Works counteracted the 
effects of the great demand for them during the marriage season in April and 
* May. Inthe Punjab the increase in the absorption of single pice was chiefly 

due to the concentration of troops on the Frontier, to larger demands of the 
Public Works Department, and to a large number of Hindu marriages. In 
oo heavy return of coins from circulation was a reaction from the 
i for famine expenditure @ the previous ye In 
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“ANNUAL REPORT ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE SAVINGS BANKS IN INDIA 
is _ DURING THE YEAR 1897-98, 


No. 868A, dated Caleutta, the agrd February 1899. 
ORDER—By the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department. 
Reap— Z 
Report by the Comptroller and Auditor General, No, 1981,dated the gth January 1899, 
as the opecaipesieae Sovligh ‘Banke a adie cucing tho pees slon-g6 bog sa 
Statements annexed to it. 


ORDERED that the Report and the Statements be published in the Gazette — 
of India for general information, 


H. H. RISLEY, 
Offy. Secretary to the Government of India, 


No, 1781, dated-Calcuta, the gth January 1899, 
From—The Comptroller and Auditor General, 
‘To—The Secretary to the Government of India Finance and Commerce Department. 

I ‘have ‘the honour to submit my Annual Report onthe operations of the 
Savings Banks in India during the year 1897-98. 

2, These Banks are of two desctiptions, vz., Banks open to the public and 
Service Institutions; the former head now includes the Post Office Banks 
only; and the latter, the State Railways Provident Institutions, the Civil En- 
gineers’ Provident Fund, the Forest Officers’ Provident Fund, and the Mili 
Banks. The State Railways Provident Institutions are for the non-pensionable — — 
employés of the State Railways, the Civil Engineers’ Provident Fund is for the 

cers of the Public Works and Telegraph Departments, the Forest Officers’ 
Provident Fund is for the officers of the [mperial and Provincial branches of the 
Forest Service, and for the officers of the Geological Survey Department, and 
the Military Banks are for the benefit of Non-Commissioned Officers and 
Privates of British Regiments. 

3. I enclose the usual Statements marked I to VII, containing the accounts 
and statistics for the year. 

4- The principal features of the zeturns are shown in the following table, 
which also compares them with those of the previous year:— 
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Increase | 








re ae eee 
ay iting R10,55,67,332, exclusive bi 
Of abe depose ts toe nominal volog of & As compared with 
year 1896-97, there has been a decrease of 112) eines ae yen a 
increase of 13,211 in the namber of depositors. ¢ balance of 
however, declined by 833,00,584 and the amount of interest earned by Rt, 
The causes of these decreases are probably to be found in the famine 
plague which prevailed during the + The volume of the transacti 
account of Government Promissory was less than in 1896-97, but 
‘net result was an increase of R:,13,600. aon s 
6. Upon the working of the Post Office | the Director-General of 
the Post Office will submit a detailed report, and it is therefore only necessary” 
here to make some observations in respect of the other Banks. ~ 
7. There has been a large decrease of Ro,27,609 in the balances in th 
Military Banks. The decrease occurs in all the ‘commands, The chief cause 
which fed to this result was the operations on the Frontier, Savings Bank trans- 
actions being suspended when corps proceed on Field Service. Military Savings 
Banks will shortly be closed, as their maintenance is not considered neck D 
now that the Postal Savings Banks afford the necessary facilities for thrift, an 
it may be that the prospective closing of these Banks has affected the deposits, 
8 The Forest Officers’ Provident Fund was created only in 1896-97, and 
the balance stands at R1,36,991. i K 
g. The balances of the other Service Institutions still continue to increase, 
and now amount to R1,12,04,746, an qorety over the is _ year of | 
R3,54,634- The transfer of the Burma State Railway to a Private Company 
accounts for the decrease in the number of Banks and depositors which 
appeats under the State Railway Provident Fund Institu 
10. The balances of the Savings Banks proper, including the Military 
~ Banks, amount to Rg,41,35,595, which Tepresents a decrease of R37,47,042 as 
compared ere the balances of 4896-97. ese balances are held by Govern. 
ment at call, 4 








BANKS OPEN TO THE PuBLic— 
Post Office Banks 
ors 


Tota 
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Service INvrituTIONS— 


State Railway Provident Institu- 
tions. * pa ae 


Civil Engineers’ Provident Fund . 
Forest Officers’ Provident Fund , 
Military Banks. =. 


713:320 





733,320 


+t 
+3r 
2,846 
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GRAND TOTAL 
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$13,211 
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No. 102—113. 


Sia Joon Rivomtungs af the Government ake ge the Home 
Department (Baueation),—under date Calcutta, the 22nd February 1899. 
Rrap— 4 ! 
! ‘The several reports on the Progress of Education in India during the year 1897-98, 
; with the orders passed on them by Local Governments and Administrations, 

























RESOLUTION. 

‘The information regarding the state and progress of Education in India — 
during the quinquennial period 1892-93 to 1896-97, given in the special reports 
submitted by Local Governments and Administrations in accordance with the 
instructions contained in Home Department Circular No. "yf", dated the 
18th July 1895, is being separately reviewed. The present Resolution gives a- 
brief summary of the most striking features presented by the figures for the 
year 1897-98. 

2. The total number of Public and Private Institutions in 1897-98 was 
148,829 as compared with 152,025 in 1896-97 and 152,841 in 1895-96, The 
decrease was in Public Institutions, the number of which fell to 106,462 
from 109,886 in 1896-97. ‘The number of Private Institutions showed a small 
fnerease from 42,139 to 42,367, Primary (Public) Institutions which had 
risen to 102,036 in 1895-96 and 103,920 in 1896-97 fell to 100,507 in the year 
under review, the decrease occurring among both boys’ and girls’ schools. The 
number of Secondary (Public) Schools (5,383) showed an increase of 66+ 
‘The number of Elementary Private Institutions rose from 36,959 in 1896-97 to 

_ 87,443 in 1897-98, Arts Colleges (124) showed. an increase of 4, and the number ~ 
of Professional Colleges (40) was the same as in the previous year. 


8, Taking the population of school-going age at 15 per cent. of the total 
population according to the last census, the percentage of total scholars to total 
population of school-going age was 12:25 against 1249 in 186-07 and 
1205" in 1895-96; the percentages of male. and female scholars on 
- the total male and female population of school-going age was 21°84 and 233, 
I , a8 compared with 22°29 and 2°34 in 1896-97 and § and 2°34 i 
1895-96, ‘The total number of pupils under instruction decreased from 4,856,870 
"Lani pogo sade pra a Of thetotalmumber 

_ of scholars 3,874,809 were males and 399,466 were females against 3,954,712 and 
402,158, respectively, in 1896-07. ‘The mumber of pupils in Seoondary (Publie) 
fs Fal gen age erg mpiwanadtaet aici yd a 









‘the number in Private Elementary Institutions which 
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years 1896-97 and 1897- 
Public Institutions. 98 is shown in the 
1896-27. | 1807-98. 
t |__| comparative statement 
Catlogss - :| ge] as in the margin, ‘The 
aie » Gow Sonny Baal 2 otittes ae total shows a decrease 
ernineat, Schools for spel incre 1) sa i268 of 88,832 onthe figures 
aay too | ggg) 08 1896-07, The mum 
Colleges PS iss ; 
o cal ( Sceontary Béhoots =. 2 | Mes0o| 10517| ber of scholars in Arts 
‘=e cae ttre ssudoo | s140:6 | “Colleges on the Bist 
tion ; 24885 2001) March 1898 was 14,842 
‘Colleges oats 391 200| against 14,420 in 1897. 
Myntaion by ear : 1] ypttas'| “aspads | In Colleges and Depart- 
[Sele tr 'speit titres: | | apg | momts of Colleges for 
pins 2s] gpQ8ts | agg Professional _ training 
ied ore ea +t |uesien laprsu| there were ee 
ee | | Fai for apes ite: au scholars on the rolls at 
10 | S88) the end of 1897-98 as 
ees Behools suse compared with 4,363 in 
Unsided . «Primary Schools 408,782 the preceding year. The 
, Schools for special ilarees 
tin ew] MBO} inereaso in the number 
—— of pupils in the second 
Tone. | 040278 ary stage of instruction 








——_— CC '''’|—_ was maintained during 
the year under review, the number having risen from 535,155 on the 81st March. 
1897 to 551,141 on the 3lst March 1898; on the other hand, the number of 
pupils in the primary stage decreased’ from 8,209,825 to 3,104,583 or by 3°27 per 
cent, ‘The reason for this decrease is as stated in paragraph 8 above. The 
number of scholars in Training Schools for Masters and Mistresses, which at the 
close of 1896-97 had risen to 5,667 from 5,046 in 1895-96, fell fo 5,409 at 
the close of 1897-98. The attendance at other schools for special instruction 


showed a slight decline from 18,952 on the 31st March 1897 to 18,663 on the 
Bist March 1898. od 


6. Tho total number of pupils under instruction in all institutions on ‘the 
Sist March 1898 was 4,274,275; of these 44,599 were receiving instruction i 
English against 438,846 in 1896-07; and 584,791 were studying a 
language as compared with 571,209 in the previous year. The number 
vernacular pupils (3,907,804) showed a marked decrease of 81,638, 
oveurred mainly in the Primary (Public) Institutions for boys. In Private 
Institutions the number of pupils studying a classical language and a 
(294,144 and 338,573, respectively) compared favourably with the’ number 
such pupils in 1896.97 (268,727 and $28,842, respectively) ; but i, m 
‘studying English decreased from 5,240 to 4,306. 































1897-98, 
st cae Wamber of Peroentagy | Number of | Pera 
“s soholare. on 4 scholars, on 
Bist 604 8) 8,088 507 67-38 | 2,886,879 0758 
Mesaicisdans =. eve ke ad ORR 2218 922,566 2150 
Europeans and Eyrasians . . “29,176 “67 29,855 69 
Native Christions =.=. .| 124,695 2°63 117,858 275 
Others. 1 wef BLY TTO 718 317,917 148 














‘There was a decrease in the numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan 
scholars, and an increase in the caso of Europeans and Eurasians, Native Christians 
and other classes. ‘The groater proportionate decrease was among the Muham- 
madans, and the percentage of Muhammadan scholars therefore fell away whilst 
the percentage of Hindu scholars incroased notwithstanding their numerical 
decline. Of the students at, Colleges (19,810), 84°2 per cent. were Hindus, 6°8 per 
cent. Muhammadans, 3°2 per cent. Native Christians, and 2°1 per cent. Europeans 
and Eurasians. The Muhammadan students show a numerical increase of only 14 
on the preceding year. Of those reociving a secondary education (651,141), 714 
per cent. were Hindus, 14°0 per cent. Muhammadans, 5:5 per cent. Native 
Christians, and 4°5 per cent. Europeans and Eurasians. Of the 3,104,583 pupils 
under primary instruction et Public Institutions, 2,239,849 (72'1 per cent.) were 
Hindus ; 607,271 (19'6 per cent.) were Muhammadans ; 78,081 (2°5 per cent.) 
were Native Christians; 3,548 (-1 per cent.) were Europeans and Eurasians ; 
and the remainder. (176,384 or 5°7 per cent.) belonged to other classes. In the 
case of Hindus the numerical decrease was from 2,296,545 to 2,289,349 and in 
the case of Muhammadans from 647,159 to 607,271. 

8. The total expenditure (direct and indirect) on public instruction, which in 
1895-06 and 1896-97 amounted to R5,50,65,032 and R3,52,44,900, respectively, 
increased to R3,55,40,262 in 1897-98. The increase was distributed over all 
classes of education. ‘The direct expenditure reached R2,82,16,889 as compared 
with 22,77,38,737 in the preceding year. The indirect expenditure which 
embraces charges on account of direction, inspection, scholarships, building, 
school grants and other miscellaneous items amounted to R78,23,873 against 
R75,06,163 in 1896-07. idacks Lovber ies ae Rl repent eee te 
buildings. 

9. The expenditure on education was met from Provincial Revenues, Local 
and Municipal Funds, from fees and from miscellaneous sources, such as endow- 
pasate Ace A comparison of the sums spent from each of these 
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4 Fer. 4) s+} 1,00,10,088 1,05,82,145 
r ‘Miscellaneous. =. ss | 78,068,817 rr) 85,12,519 











Tora. . «| 8,624,900 | 1000 | 3,5,40,208 


The contributions from Provincial, Municipal and Local Funds and ~ 
fees all fell off, but the decrease-was more than counterbalanced by a consider~ 
able rise in the income from miscellaneous sources. ; 

F 10. The statistics for the year appear to the Governor General in Council 
to be satisfactory, except for the check in the progress of primary education 
So eh eer ee 


Onper.—Ordered, that a copy of the 
















¢ Sete, Geri Proviaes, above Resolution be forwarded to the Local 
RE and Oath. ray Governments and Administrations noted 

ae, beatae] in the margin and the Department of — 
Revenue and Agriculture for information, 


Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Supplement to’ the 
Gazette of India, 
(True Extract.) 
4. H. L. FRASER, ; 
Offg. Secretary to the Government of India, 














instirostons— 
For males 


For females. 


Mater— 
118,266,209 


Females 
114,223,813 

















4468} 551,141) 





























© The population of scheol-yoing age is taken at 1§ percent of the whole population. 
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\L INDIRECT EXPENDITURE ON PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
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8311055 12970793 | 733,873 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
; DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, 





Weather Review of India for tha week ending at 8 am, on” re 
Saturday, February 18th, 1899. Pia 


During the greater part of the week under review the ordinary cold weather 
conditions of pressure and circulation of the winds have obtained over Indi: 
accompanied generally with fine and bright weather. These settled conditions _ 
were disturbed on three occasions during the week under review. Thus during 
the 24 hours ending at $ A.M., on the 12th, numerous thundershowers were ex- 

_ perienced over Bengal, Assam, Bihar and Chota Nagpur, then on the 14th, a 
“slight storm was shown over Sind, and light to moderate rain was falling in 
| Baluchistan and showers in the West Punjab. On the following. day the sth ‘ 
‘a double disturbance was shown over North-Western India, and rain had been 
pt received in Baluchistan and the North and West Punjab and snow in Kashmir. — 
__ By the morning of the 16th, the disturbed weather had away and fine 
weather prevailed till the 18th, when again a feeble disturbance appeared over 
the North-Western Frontier and the sky clouded over, During the greater part 
of the week the heat was greater than usual over a large part of the cou f 
‘the excess being most marked over the North-Western Provinces, the Punjaby 
"Sind, the’ Provinces.and Berar. In South India the weather during t! 
was slightly cooler than usual, Y ‘ . 
i . 












- somewhat dower than usual over Burma, 


Spi é i ae Fs 4 
"pressure conditions were approximately. oral excep 
weather directions except in Bengal, where 4 “more than PS oy 
Variable. ‘The skies were thickly clouded Gre Nog Rated India, where a 
series of thunderstorms bad occasioned light to heavy fairly general rain, 
showers were at the same time reported from one or two stations in Persia — 
and the North-Western Himalayas. The heat had been excessive over Burma, — 
Bengal, the Indus Valley and Bombay, and had been nearly normal elsewhere. — 
Monday, February r3th—The barometer had fallen over most parts of — 
India, more particularly in the North-West and a feeble low pressure area has 
entered upper Sind. This was the only change of importance, The depres. 
sion had drawn the wind into South-East in Baluchistan, but elsewhere the usual 
_cold weather winds were reported. The skies had cleared over North-Eastern 
India, the showers had again been received oyer parts of Burma, On the other 
hand, cloud has increased over North-Western India, Kashmir and Baluchistan, 
The air was exceedingly dry over parts of Rajputana and North Bombay. The 
heat was much greater than usual over the depression area in supper Sind, and 
slightly greater than usual over Rajputana and Bombay. On the other hand — 
the weather was cool over Bengal and Assam, 
Tuesday, February 14th.—Pressure had again given way over nearly thi 
whole of India. The change had been brisk to rapid in the North-West an 
the depression in Sind had intensified considerably. Heuce humidity andthe 
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‘cloudiness of the yy, had increased in the North-West, and rain had fallen 


in Baluchistan and the West Punjab while the winds had assumed cyclonic 

directions. _In other parts of India except the North-West, the weather was quiet 

and fine, The heat was greater than usual except over North-Eastern India and 1 

Burma, The temperature excess was, as is usual under these conditions,  ” 
eatest within the depression area in the North-West and amounted to 8° at © 

Riciticn sad Bickaneec.® The previogs’right had "been very warn’ dhtoughomt 

North-Western India, 

Wednesday, February 15th.—Pressure had increased over Rajputana, North 
Bombay and the greater part of the Peninsula but had continued to decrease 
elsewhere. The Sind depression had drifted eastward and was shown between 
Agra and Jhansi, while a shallow secondary depression had been developed in 
the North Punjab. The north-west of India was thus under the influence of a 
double disturbance, so that rain had fallen in Baluchistan and the North and West 
Panjab, and snow in Kashmir where the air was damper and the sky cloudy. 
in other parts of India the weather Was quiet and settled, and the winds tight 
and variable. The heat was very excessive over the central north-west divi- 
sions of India the excess having been over 10° at Sirsa and 9° at Sambhar. In 
Burma and the south of the Peninsula the weather was cooler than usual. 

| Thursday, February 16th—The barometer had fallen rapidly in Bengal 
and risen rapidly in North-Western India. The double disturbance over North- 
Western India had filled up, and a large high pressure area occupied that 
region while the lowest pressure were reported from Bengal. The weather 
had consequently cleared in upper India, and the irregular cyclonic winds 
‘had given way tothe usual north-west and north-east winds of the cold 
weather. In Bengal south-west winds were blowing in from the Bay | 
the sky was cloudy over Bengal and Assam, Temperature had fallen : 
‘mote or less rapidly over North-Western India, and the area of excessive heat 
had moved eastward and was shown over the North-Western Provinces where the 
mean temperature was over 6° higher than usual. Inthe North Punjab, 
Bombay and the west and south of the Peninsula and in Burma the weather 
’ was cooler than the normal. 
Friday, February ryih—The barometer had fallen over the Indus Vz 
but had risen elsewhere most so in Bengal. Pressure was high in the Ni 
_ and low over the Bay, and the winds blew from the usual cold weather 

The sky was practically clear of cloud except in parts of North] 
) and of the Peninsula, and the*only rainfall peachy was a few drops in 
_ Assam, Burma and Malabar, The heat was less than usual over Rajp 

North Bombay, the west and south of the Peninsula and Tenassert 
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atu February 15th.—The barometer had fallen almost everywhere, 
setting teistson tea leokerl'Stalroriths westward’ Pestise was high 
in Rajpatana and low near Jacobabad, near Darbhanga, and near Gopalpur, 
winds were feebly cyclonic in North-Western India but blew from the normal 
© directions elsewhere. The only rainfall had been atrifling shower at Sibsagar, 
The weather remained cool over Rajputana, North Bombay, the west and south 
‘of the Peninsula and Tenasserim and hotter than usual elsewhere. The prin- 
cipal variations were +68 at Sialkot, — 4°3 at Rajkot and —5%2 at Tavoy. 





\ Temperature.—The principal feature in the temperature conditions of 
the week has been the progress eastward across Northern India of a well 
marked wave of heat, On the 12th the crest of the wave lay over Quetta 

+6°2 ) and Jacobabad ( +5%0); onthe 13th over Mooltan ( +7%5 ) and 
jacobabad (+7°4) ; on the 14th over Mooltan (48%3) and Bickaneer (+81) ; 
‘on the 15th over Sirsa (+ 10°) and Sambhar (+9°°8) ; on the t6th over Bareilly 
(+6°'7) and Sutna (+68) and on the 17th and 18th over the Central Provinces 
and the North Madras Coast. The cold wave succeeding this wave of heat 
was neither well marked nor extensive, and hence the mean temperature of the 
‘whole country for the week has been above the normal. 


The following table gives the temperature variation data for the weck:— 























February 1899. ade 
Province, vation 
rath | agth | agth | igh | roth | ath | user | ° 

e ° ° ° ° ° 

Béemat os: re prey oe KS, 23) -1'5) 401 | +03) —o-4 
Ria, TS at 02) +6429] +27] +05 
Beng 6) is org) +2) 43:7 | +23] +19 
Crean Sl ct tise hts ee +04) 43's) r5°3| 43°] +18 
Gilbiag - Sicsicey Nate Dy +8) +23) 423 | 415) 41-4 
Chota Nagpur. . «| +28 +05 +52) +45] +14 +16 

North-Western Provinces 

and Qudh se |e | 40% +46) +50 +28] 425) 425 
Ponjab  , 5s | +90 +45) F0°8) +26] +541] 43:0 | 
Sine Hat ie a oR: +3°1 +27) $234 
Rajputana gree Se: +69) tot) +r8 
Gujarat. 6. | 425 —0'6| so] —0'g 
Central India, ‘ +02 +5'5| $3°6) +03 | —13] +13 
Central Provinces | +05 +40) +4'4)+3°5| +20] +22 
Beate.) TS « +04 +54) 441) 423 | +18) +27 
West Coast < +09 toa) —ry}—r2| 16] og 
Bombay Deccan ¥ +16 |) +20) +19) +107) +02\ 403) —1r7) +09 
Mysore Fe oN =ro|—re| +0'7) —o2 +21) +03 

Madras Coast. (1. j|-08|+01| +14) -06) — +13) 0 
Mitte Decca Sos] ep leeg | 40d bec tird tye | sae +07 
SouthIndia . , | -0'3 |—0'8 | —1-4| ara] —2'7}—30| 402) —1°3 
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The above shows that the heat was about normal onthe 13th but was 
above the normal on all other days. The provincial variations exhibit a defi- 
ciency of temperature in South India, an excess in Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, Chota 
Nagpur, the RortcWestern Provinces, the Punjab, Sind, Ralptans, Central 
I ‘the Central Provinces, Berar and the Mise Deccan, and about normal 
conditions elsewhere. * 








_ Rainfall.—The rainfall during the week under review has been confined 
wholly to the more northern districts, and has fallen principally over the Punjab 
on the one hand and over Bengal and Assam on the other. The former was 

; © 4 aa 











butable to, and fell during the existence 
which geil ame gare’ in North- pits 

of February when rainfall varying in amou | 1 
hours was ceraiet over Baluchistan, the North and West Punjab, and Kash: 
mir, The latter fall of rain, 1.¢., that in Lp and Assam was due toa feeble 


disturbance which was transferred eastward from the North-Western Provin 
to Bengal, Assam and Upper Burma on the first day of the week, and which 
occasioned numerous showers in Bengal, Assam, Bihar and Chota Nagpur on 
the 12th, and to Assam and Upper Burma on the 13th, The very light rainfall 
reported from some districts of the North-Western Provinces was also probably 
attributable to this disturbance. The rainfall table at the close of the summary 
shows that during the week under review effective rain, 7, rainfall averaging 
‘one-tenth of an inch or over was received in fifteen of the rainfall divisions, ais, 
all the Assam divisions, East Bengal, Deltaic Bengal, Central Bengal, North 
Bengal, the Bengal Hills, both the Bihar divisions, the Central Punjab, the 
Punjab Hills, the North Punjab, the West Punjab, and the Baluchistan Hills, 
In all the remaining divisions of India the rainfall of the week was either 
. actually or practically mi/, The third column of the table shows that during 
the week there was a tri excess of rainfall in the case of Upper Burma, 
Baluchistan and the West Punjab, and a moderate excess in the case of the 
Assam Valley and the North Punjab, but that in all other divisions the rainfall 
was short of the normal. 

The three concluding columns of the table show that from the rst of Janu+ 
ary to date the rainfall has been 20°/, or more in excess of the normal in Cen. 
tral Bengal, the Bengal Hills, South and North Bihar, the east of the North. 
Western Provinces, the East Submontane division of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, Malabar, South Central Madras, Coorg and South Madras, but that in 
all the remaining divisions the seasonal rainfall te been normal or in defect, 
Over a considerable part of Burma and of the Peninsula no rain whatever has 
fallen. e 

The more noteworthy totals recorded during the week at individual rain. 
gauge stations were as follows :-— 
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Asst, Meteorological Reporter 
¢ to the Government of India,» 
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| GOVERNMENT OF INDI zl i ‘e 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 





Weekly Report on the state of the Season and Prospects of 
the Crops. peat 


Madras.—For week ending 25th February.—No rain fell during the week 
except slight showers in the Circars. The water-supply is generally sufficient, 
Some sowings are being made. The standing crops are generally in fait 
condition. The harvest is yielding a fair to normal outturn, Pasturage is 
searce, but fodder is generally sufficient. Prices have risen slightly in parts. 


Bombay.—For week ending 1st March—The standing crops have 
been damaged by frost, rats or white ants in parts of Sind, American cotton 
has been blighted in two talukas of Dharwar. Harvesting of the late crops is 
progressing generally and preparations for next season ate being made in 
eight districts, Cotton-picking continues in parts of Guzerat and Kathiawar. 
Fodder is sufficient and agricultural stock is healthy. Prices have risen in 
five and fallen in six districts. 


Bengal—for week ending 27th February.—The weather during the 
week was unsettled, and rain is sepcad to have fallen in some parts of Lower 
Bengal. The general agricultural prospects are favourable. The  sprin, 
harvest is proceeding. Poppy is in flower, and in some places lancing an 
collection operations have begun, Transplanting of spring rice is still going 
on, and ploughing for autumn rice and jate is in progress. Cattle are generally. 
in good condition, ‘The fodder-supply is generally sufficient. The price of 
common rice shows a slight rise in some districts, but is generally stationary. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 1st March.— 
Showers are reported from a few districts, otherwise the weather has been 
clear. The standing crops are in good condition, Irrigation continues where 
necessary. Sugarcane is being pressed. The earlier sown crops are ripenin 
and harvesting has begun in parts. Prospects are good. Markets are wel 
stocked and fodder is sufficient. Priees are rising in a few districts but are 
otherwise stationary or falling. 


Punjab.—For week ending 1st March.—Slight showers fell during the 
week in parts of the Hissar, Delhi, Sialkot and Rawalpindi districts. Rain is 
badly wanted in most districts. Ploughing for the extra spring crops continues. 
The standing crops on irrigated areas promise well, but prospects are only 
average on itrigated and below average on unirrigatsd lands. In Delhi the un- 
irrigated crops are failing from drought. The rapeseed, barley and gram crops 
are being damaged by caterpillars in parts of Ferozepore and the standing crops 
by rats in parts of Umballa. Cattle are generally in good condition, Fodder is 
scarce in Delhi, Umballa, Lahore, Shanpar and Dera Ismail Khan, but is suffi- 
cient elsewhere. Prices, especially of wheat, are rising in Hissar, Delhi, Umballa, 
Sialkot and Peshawar, falling in Shalipur, but are unchanged elsewhere. Wheat 
is selling from 15 ;%4 to 203, gram 18} to 25, barley 2g, bulrush millet 19 to 24%, 
maize 25 to 34, great millet 25 and rice 13 to 14 seers per rupee, “ f 


Central Provinces.—For week ending 28th February.—The ! 
clear. The nights and mornings are still one but the aiyrane zou se 
The threshing of the autumn crops has almost been completed and the 

ing of sugarcane continues. The reaping of the spring crops is in full 

‘The estimated outturn is 60 in Betul and Bhandara, and go to 105 in Mar 

In the northern half of Damoh crop prospects are lema 


i s 
agricultural labour is improving in the Khurai Aatel eee > 





a ae x 7 * . . "i 
cae hz the ploughing of fields for monsoon sowings to be 
ed in Mandla. In Bilaspur a good deal of field embankment is being 
The cheapest prices are—wheat 19}, gram go, rice 22 and juar 27 
's per tupee. The dearest prices are—wheat 14, gram 16, rice 11] and juar 


seers perrupee. Wheat is selling dearer than usual in Damoh, Hoshang- 
abad, Betul and the Nagpur country. 


Burma.—For week ending 25th February—tn Lower Burma threshin; 
Bisset ale Ne orcad eager tet tite an gure <Burracsoning at 
the dry weather crops continues, harvesting of the pea and other miscellaneous 
entice begun and ploughing forearly wet weather paddy is progressing in 
Mandalay and Shwebo Crop prospects continue unchanged. The price.of 
paddy has fallen slightly in Rangoon and Thayetmyo and has risen in Tharra- 
waddy, Prome, Thongwa, Henzada, Thaton and Amherst. 


Assam.—For week ending 28th February.—Rain fell in all districts except 
Goalpara. Land is under preparation for summer rice sowings in the Assan 
Valley districts and for lowland winter rice in Sylhet. Gathering of mustard and 
pulses, pruning of tea and pressing of sugarcane are in progress. Prospects of 
the mustard crop are fair and of sugarcane and pulses generally good. Fodder 
is scarce in the Naga, Khasi and Jaintia Hills and water insufficient in the 
two latter hill districts. Prices—common rice, Silchar, Sylhet, Dhubri, Gau- 
hati, Tezpur and Nowgong 16, Sibsagar 13 and Lakhimpur 13} seers per 
rupee. - 

Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 1st March.—Mysort: Pros- 

ects of the crops continue favourable, Paddy has been harvested in parts of 
olar, Tumkur, Mysore and Chitaldrug. Prices have fallen in Kolar, Hassan, 
Kadur and Shimoga. 


CoorG: The threshing of rice and coffeespicking continuein parts. Water 
and fodder for cattle are sufficient. Prices of food-grains are stationary. 


Berar and Hyderabad.—For week ending 1st March.—The weather 
is warm. Harvesting of the winter crops continues and land is under prepara- 
tion in all districts except Amraoti, for the ensuing rain crops. The fodder- 
supply is sufficient but a scarcity of water prevails in parts of three districts. 
Prices are fluctuating. » 


HYDERABAD : No rain fell during the week. Harvesting of the spring 
crops is progressing. The standing winter rice crop is in fairly good condition. 
Prices are falling. Prices—wheat 9}, coarse rice 10, and jawart 224 seers per 
current sicca rupee. 


Central India.—For week ending rst March.—No rain fell during the 
week. Agricultural operations have been completed in Bundelkhand and are in 
progress elsewhere. Pasturage is sufficient. Prices of food-grains are above 
normal in Bundelkhand and normal elsewhere, The condition of opium is good 
in Gwalior, Bhopal and Indore. 


Rajputana.—for weet ending 1st March.—Agricultural operations are 
progressing satisfactorily and the state of the crops is generally good. The 

ing crops have been damaged by blight and frost in Ajmere-Merwara, Kotah 
and Kerowlie. Cattle are generally in good condition, A scarcity of fodder 
prevails in parts of Sirohi, Marwar, Kherwara, Meywar, Haraoti, Ajmere, Jeypore 
and Bikanit, Prices are rising in’ two States, falling in Meywar and. steady 
elsewhere. Emigration from the distressed Ajmere villages and from Merwara 
continues : 167 persons emigrated during the week The total emigration from 
Merwara up to date amounts to 4,213 persons. 334 persons and Ry cattle 
have left Matwar for Sindh, The numbers employed on relief works were— 
243 in Ajmere, one in Merwara, and 1,036. in Hpi ir. Prices—Ajmere 19, 
Beawar 29, and 15 seers per rupee. : 
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OF SKILLED AND UNSKILLED LABOUR FOR THE HALF-VEAR 
ING grst DECEMBER 1898 AND THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF 1897. 
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ae, H. H, RISLEY, q 
wce AND COMMERCE DapanT snr. fig. Secretory to the Government of India, 
March 3, 1399. 7 . 












MUNICATES REMARKS ON THE PROGRESS REPORT OF THE IMPERIAL 
aaah i FOREST SCHOOL, DEHRA DUN, FOR 1897-08, i 












i Circular No. 5—218-2F.. . 
; ings of the Government of India, inthe Deperiment of Hovenae end. 
et fom th Deng of ie ran of di ini erie : 
© Reap Ciroular No, 19F., dated the 18th Oetober 1897, ‘eli 
eee on the Atininistration Report of the Taped Foret Beln = 
Dun, for the year 1896-97. Rorests bohonl aie 
Read also— 
+ {) Report of the Forest School for 1897-98, 


(fi) Levies trom tue Taepector-General of Forests, No. 1207, dated tho 3rd October 
1598, submitting the above Report, 


RESOLUTION. 


From the commencement of the year until the 10th January 1898 the _ 
Directorship of the School was in the hands of Mr. J. W. Oliver, who was on 
© that date relieved by Mr. J. 8. Gamble, M. A., on his return from furl % 
&» Mr. P. Gleadow continued to hold the post of ‘Deputy Director throughout the — 
* year,and, Mr, A. P. Gradon that of Ist Instructor. Mr. B. B. Sentead i 
continued to fulfil the duties of 2nd Instructor until the 18th Aj and his 
successor, Mr. A. M. F. Caccia, was appointed 2nd Instructor on bape eT 
Babu Upendra Nath Kanjilal held the appointment of Vernacular tot 5) 
throughout the year, except from the 3nd April to end of June, when he was 
on privilege leave. 
The School staff was also assisted by the Director, Botanical 
Northern India, the Assistant Agricultural Chemist to the Government of 
and the officers of the School Cirele. Honoraria to the amount of #710 
sanctioned for officers, not members of the School staff, who assisted in 
teaching during the previous year. 7h 
_ 2. The total number of students attending the School was 65, as against. Sg 
in the previous year and 83in the year 1895-96, Of these, 50 were in 
Upper class and 15 in the Lower ; whilst of the 50 students in Ss Vanes clas 
‘7 were students already in the Government service, 14 were private st 
in receipt of a stiy 20 were private students without stipends, and 9 
students deputed Native States. The Government of India view 
some concern the stead, it li 


a 


School course. In 1893-94 the number stood at 106, and the attends 
during the year under notice has, therefore, been 41 less than in that year 
From Resolution No. X passed by the Board of Control of ioe i ee h 


40 students in the Upper class and 10 in the Lower is the number can 
properly admitted in any one year, i.c., that the attendance may be 100. It 
evident, therefore, that the attendance at the School has fallen below what 
might with advantage be, The reason clearly isthe restricted grant of 
‘Of the new students admitted to the School during the year, private students 
without stipends formed 49 per cent. of the total, whereas in 1891 ne 
only 21 per cent. This is satisfactory, but more students than cone 
present can and ought to be taught at the School, It will be 
carefully watch the attendance during the next few years, and not to 
to fall below the number required for the recruitment of the service. 

3. It is noticed with much satisfaction that Native States 
students a the School in fair numbers, and that many former 
School are doing good work, not only in the Government i 
»partment but in the service of ras States. E es 





x inspector-General 
bring these matters to the notice of Local Government yf 
‘7, The Government of India are pleased to observe that the members of the 
School staff have performed their duties to the Director's satisfaction, and to 
| thei of Mr. Oliver’s and Mr. Gamble’s efficient manage- 
‘The latter officer has now relinquished the post of Director _ 
of the School, and intends shortly to retire from service, of which he has 
been a member for 27 years. He has been Director for eight years, and it 
_ is mainly due to his able management that the Forest School has reached its 
fo it standard, ‘The Government of India desire to record their thanks to ~ 
‘Mr. Gamble for the excellent work he has done at the School, and for the great 
© services he has rendered to Indian forestry by the im] % 
‘publications associated with his name. The anual a 
oie pcegtckaeanoly hia h ouie eg on the subject of which 





it treats, and asa monument ious research and wide and accurate bo- 

‘ tanical knowledge. 4 
“  Orver.—Ordered that the above Resolution be published in the’ fuple. 
* te | Asam ment to the Gazette of India, and that 
A br anes IB rs copies be forwarded, for information, to 
‘Andaman. oa pbiiccaieat oe of St ah ae eee 
Irma. juchistam. Local remmm an - 
st ae a Sa istrations noted. in the margin, the De- 





mat of Finance and Commeros, and the Comptroller and Auditor General; 

“also to the Inspoctor-General of Forests for information and guidance and for 

‘communication to the Director of the Forest School and the Superintendent 
t 5 


et 
ch ‘Qrieret, ‘arther, tat a copy, with copies of the Report, bo forward to 
‘the For Department for communication to the Nizam’s Government and 
to the ee slinee: Kashmir, Jeypore, and Rewah Darbars. 
mw [True Extract.] | 
T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
“Secretary to the Government of India. 
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The Gazette of Endia. 


No. 10. CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 1899. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, 
RAILWAY STATISTICS. 





RETURNS OF ACCIDENTS ON INDIAN RAILWAYS FOR THE SIX MONTHS ENDING 
WITH THE 3oth JUNE 1898, 


‘No. 139 R, Stat, dated Simla, the 24th February 1899. 
RESOLUTION—Bj the Government of India, Publie Works Department, 


Read again— 
Government of India order No, 242 R. Stat., dated the gth July 1896, 
Government of India order No. 42 R, Stat., dated the 16th January 1897, 
Government of India order No. 40 R. Stat.,"dated the 18th January 1898. 


Read also— 


kaediciaheaa or oa ELECT 


‘The following note by the Director of Railway Traffic, dated the 17th February 1899 


with abstract returns of accidents to trains, etc , on the open lines of rail 
India for the six months ending with the 30th June 1898. 





J—Accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent may, etc. 


Accidents to trains, rolling  stoc! nent way, etc., during the six 
‘months eatin with the Gat iste ee shown ade abstract No, ay 





to the collision on the Nort! 
Jhimpir station, in which four 
three servants were injured. 

| average :— 


ers were and six passen; 
‘be total number of accidents was also al 
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2. The following table compares the variations in the mean mileage worked, 
the train-mileage run and the number of accidents with the average, and shows 
that, with-an increase of 7°33 percent. in the. mean mileage worked and of 
9°06 per cent. in the train-mileage run during the six months ending with the 
goth done 1898, the number of accidents increased by 436 or 16°37 per cent., 
as compared with the average of the corresponding periods of the three previous 


years — 


SS 














INCREASE OR'DECREASE AS COMPARED WITH ‘THE AVERAGE OF THE 


THREE PREVIOUS YEARS, 




































No noticeable variations occurred on 


Gavan AND ccassieicarion. 


‘shows the principal increases and:decreases in the 
different classes on the standard and metre ae 
with the average of the ie easing: nari of the three 

the special gauge rail- 
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Under the head “ Other accidents” « 
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It will be observed from the foregoing that the increases on the standard 
gauge lines occurred under “Trains running over cattle on the line,” 127 
accidents or 19 69 per cent. ; under “‘ The bursting of tubes, etc., of engines, ” 
62 accidents or g1"18 per cent. ; under “ The failure of machinery, springs, ete., 
of engines, "” 67 accidents or 35"45 per cent, ; under “The failure of couplings,” 
§1 accidents or 124°39 per cent. ; and under the head “ Other accidents,” 100 
accidents or 113°64 per cent. On the metre gauge railways the noticeable 


increases occurred under “ The failure of axles, 
and under the head “ Other accidents, ” 16 accidents or,31°37 per cent. 


4. Under the head “' The bursting of tubes, etc., of engines,” the 


1g accidents or 54°17 per cent. ~ 


largest 


number, v#s,, 53, occurred on the Madras railway ; next tothat line comes the 
North Western State railway with 42 accidents ; under the head “ The failure 
of machiner: 7 springs, etc., of engines,” the largest number, viz., 55 occurred 


on the Nort! estern State railway ; next to that line come the 
with 42, the Madras railway with.40 and the Great Indian Peninsula 
with 38 accidents; under the head “The failure of couplings,” the 


ast. Indian 


oe 
largest 


number, viz., 43, occurred on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India railway; 
and under the head “ Other accidents,” the largest number, vis., 68, occurred 
on the East Indian railway, and next to that line come the North Western State 
and the Great Indian Peninsula railways with 55 and 29 accidents on each, 


fespectively. 


5. The number of cattle accidents was largest on the South Indian railway, 





vis. ¥ 

Eastern east ‘State Tailway (standard “gauge section) with 144 
“the East Indian railway with 125, the a 

railway with 106 and the North Western State railway with 97. 


In relation to the train-mileage run the highest proportion was on the 





Beaual- overs Taney, which gives an average of 1 accident in 
‘se 










165; next comes the Southern Mahratta railway with 156, then the 


jombay, Baroda and [ores ure 
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87,72: 


2, 
ite railway with 1 in 5! the East Indian railway with 1 in 57,026, 


fr Rajputana-Malwa railway with 1 in 42,857 and the Indian Midland railway 


1 im 39,704. veh: 
6. Taking the total number of accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent- 
stc,, on each railway as given in table No. 3, the piotatien of accidents: 

to train-mileage run was highest on the Cooch Behar railway, on which 1 

accident occurred on an average in 2,451 train-miles ; next comes the Assam- 
| railway with 1 accident in 3,152 train-miles ; then the Bengal-Dooars, 


Bengal 
; the “Rohi und and Kumaon (including the Lucknow-Bareilly section), the 














‘Tezpur-Balipara and the Dibru- Sadiya railways with averages of 1 in 3,156, 1 
in 3,407, 1 in 3,846, and 1 in 4,672, respectively. The lowest proportion was 
on the Oodeypore-Chitor railway , vz., 1 in 23,188, the Great Indian Peninsula 
railway coming next with 1 in 23,016, then the East Indian railway with 1 in 
21,536, the Gaekwar's Dabhoi railway with 1, in 18,006, the’ Jodhpore-Bickaneer 
railway with 1 in 16,974 and the Rajputana-Malwa railway with 1 in 16,667. 





I1.—Accidents from other causes not involving accidents to trains, etc, 


y- The casualties to passengers, servants in the employ of railways or of 
contractors, and to others, from causes not involving accidents to trains (which 
are detailed in abstract No, 2) are compared separately, for each gauge, with 
the average of the corresponding periods of the three previous years in the 
table below :— 

SIX MONTHS ENDING WITH THE som | AVERAGE OF THE CoRRFSPONDING PERIODS 
JUNE 1598. ‘OF THE THREE PREVIOUS YEARS. 

















Orwers.” | Torat, |Passenouns, Seevanira. | Orwees, | Toran, 


lPassencuns, Sexvanrs. 






















































Be 


It will be seen from the foregoing table that the number of persons ~ 
and injured, excepting in the case of servants injured, compares un 
‘with the average of the corresponding periods of the three previous years. 

increase is attributable, to some extent, to the opening of new lines. vii 


I1,—Accidents in which the movement of vehicles used exelusively 
i railways was not concerned. ‘ae 
“B. The following table shows, for the several he number 
reported to have been killed ot injored by accidents, in’ which 
vehicles used exclusively upon railways was not concerned, Con 
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‘1V.—Statistical results. 


9. The following table gives certain statistical results for the period under 
review, Sean, the number of passengers killed and injured by accidents. 
to trains, and from all causes with the number carried and the number of — 

ssenger-units carried one mile, Comparative results, based on the average — 
Egies ‘of the corresponding periods of the three previous years, are also. 
given :— y f i 
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V.—Number of persons killed and injured by accidents to ais rolling < 


‘stock, etc., durtng the second quarter of 1898, 
‘The following table gives the number of accidents, as classified 
re No. 4.0l tak rotunigeeeiah «siege isaa gl dear arte? 
and shows the railways on which they occurred :— 
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11. A brief description f some of the accidents resulted. 
ne winivtapeene cone tara re 
East Indian raitway.—On the 4th May 1898, the down 











ae ty ea wx ale 
e 17th May 1898, some wagons while being shunted on to an up 
a-Gya train at Jehanabad station, collided wihthe coaching stock of the 
‘Three passengers were slightly injured, 
On'the 18th June 1898, an up goods train, which had been shunted into 
ling at Jdmtdra station to enable the up Bombay mail train to pass, 
alled to come out, but the driver instead of doing so backed his train, 
and before he had discovered his mistake a low-sided truck next the brake-van, 
containing cases of heavy machinery, telescoped into the latter, and both vehi- 
cles were thrown down the bank, guard was killed and rolling stock con- 
siderably damaged. 
‘On the 23rd June 1298, seven vehicles of the up Bombay mail train, when 
passing over points on entering the station at Raneegunge, ran off the line, and 
five of then were overturned. The accident was due to the breakage of the 
heel block caused in all probability by the flange of the leading wheel of the 
engine. One Pesiacaet was killed and nine were injured; and rolling stock was 
considetably damaged. 


North Western State railway.—On the 25th April 1898 an up mail train 
was admitted on the down main line at Jhimpir station through the carelessness 
of the pointsman and collided with a down ds train standing there. Four 
passengers were killed and six passengers and three railway servants were injured, 
and rolling stock was considerably damaged. , 


On the 14th June 1898, a down goods train, while entering Gfllawdla 
station against signals, collided with the coupled engines of an up goods train 
which were shunting inthe yard, and the latter were hurled against a truck 
which was being hand-shunted, Two coolies were killed and rolling stock 
and permanent way were considerably damaged. 


Eas! Coast State railway,—On the 11th June 1898, a cart, while crossing 
the line through the level-crossing gate at mileage 361-4 near Sdémpéta 
station, was run into by the engine of adown mixed train, The cartman was 
killed and the cart smashed. 


Great Indian Peninsula raileay.—On the a5th May 1898, a down 
Nagpur mail train collided with some wagons standing foul of a crossing at 
Wardba station, The head guard and a raihway mail sorter were injured. 


Bombay, Baroda and Central India rail vay,—On the gth April 1898, a 
third class carriage of an up ordinary train, while entering the loop platform 
siding at Grant Road station, was derailed at the points. One passenger was 
injured. 

Madras railw2y.—On the 16th April 1898, a mail train, while enterin 
Jalarpet station, was admitted into the second instead of the main line ani 
collided with some standing vehicles. Seven passengers were injured. 

























OrveR,—Ordered that the above note, with the abstract returns and 
‘The Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the North-Western Pro- @Ppendices thereto, 















bas sot ‘Oudh, the Punjab and Burma. be communicated, for 
eal omnes Mi Cassa Prag, fooee set'Coce./ infortiation, [to the 
The Resident MA ‘ "| Local Governments 


The Agents tothe Governor General for Rajpatana, Cott Inds, and and Administrations, 
"The Const to the Government of India for Railways, and to the 
gare Sse are ne 


rire ies noted in the margin. 
itr ci, er el ese 
Ordered also, that copies be forwarded for the information of Her Majesty's 
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June 1898. 





ABSTRAOT No. 1. 
te a : GuveraL Toran. 
(BEI ‘of PERSONS reported, during the six Montus ending with the 30th June 1898, as xxx 
or INJUKED On ALL RAILWAYS open for TRavrtc in Inpra, distinguishing between PassenoE 
‘RAILWAY SEWVANTS, and Ormen PeRsons; and distinguishing also, in the case of the two 
classes, between accrpENTS caused by ACCIDENTS to TRAINS, ROLLING STOCK, PEKMANENT-Wa 
etc., and accrpeNnts happening otherwise, 
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“Weather Roviow of India for the wook 
Saturday, February 25th, 1899, 


i ‘ 

Fine, quiet and unusually warm weather prevailed over a large part of the: 
‘country five most of the week. under: review, During this period there was 
‘no rain of importance throughout the Indian area while was a fairly steady 


increase of heat. On Sun the 19th the highest maximum recorded was. 
‘99°-2 at Cuddapah, but on following day for the first time this season. 
maximum exceeding too was reported, and from that occasion onward to the 
close of the week maxima exceeding 100° were daily reported.» These quiet 
settled conditions were disturbed towards the close of the week by a fairly con 
siderable storm. The first indications of this storm were afforded by the 
Ispahan and Teheran observations on the 21st, On the 2and the alee 
‘was apparently still near Ispahan and was growing deeper, while on the 2grd_ 
it was approaching Quetta, on the 24th it had reached Eastern Rajputana and 
on the 25th West Bengal. The disturbance was a very rapidly moving storm 
having a pressure deficiency near its centre of between 0°20” and 0°25”, but on 


- the other hand it affected the weather only to a-small extent. Dustestorms and 





| snow. 


increase had been greatest and large over Bihar and North Bengal, so tl 


rain, and snow and hail have been received im “Baluchistan, Kashmir, part. of 
the North-Western Himalayas and at the sation of Sirsa, Delhi, Dehra Dun, 
Meerut, Darjeeling and Sibsagar. A considerable fall of temperature occurred. 
over Persia, Baluchistan and the Indus Valley as the storm advanced, but 
‘this fall did not extend eastward and a cold wave was never a marked feature of 


the disturbance, 


Dails Summary.—Sunday, February 19th.—Pressure had fallen baat ‘ 


over North-East India, thus intensilying the low pressure over Bihar and Nortl 

Bengal, while it had risen in the North-West. Pressure was highest over the 
‘West Punjab and Rajputana and lowest in Bihar, and gradients were steep over 
the Gangetic Plain. A fresh westerly wind prevailed down the Gangetic Plain, 


while variable light airs prevailed elsewhere. The mean temperature was low 


over Bombay, the Central Provinces and Tenasserim and was notmal or, 
excessive elsewhere. A little snow and hail had fallen at Murree and Minimarg 
and light rain at Sibsagar and Moulmein, 
Monday, February 20th,—There had been no important change in the 
general conditions. North-westerly to westerly winds light to strong in force 


| prevailed over North-Western and Northern India and light variable breezes ” 


elsewhere. The mean temperature was low over Bombay, Tenasserim and 
‘Assam and was more or less excessive elsewhere. There had been no rain or 


Tuesday, bebruary 215t,—Pressure had increased almost everywhere. The- 


the low pressure area in that region had filled up and pressure had become much 
more uniform generally. The wind directions had not changed much, but the 
force of the wind down the Gangetic Plain had diminished. Temperature had 
falien in West Bengal and the North-Western Provinces and was below the 


| normal in that area. It was also below the normal along the West Coast and in 


| Tenasserim, and elsewhere it was generally excessive. Sibsagar report 


trifling shower. The most important changes on this day were in Persia 
the barometer was falling rapidly with a cloudy sky. : 
Wednesday, February 22nd.—The changes over Indin were t 
and pressure remained uniform throughout the country. In Persia, 
the barometer was still falling ently ihe storm was intensilyir n 
of rain had fallen at Teheran and Bushire, In India, beyond a 
in Baluchistan, conditions were unaffected by this disturbance 
‘was quiet with Baie and variable winds and no rain, The heat 
hours had been less than usual over paft of Burma, 
‘the west and of the Peninsula, , 


dust-haze have been reported in the districts passéd over by the storm and light 













was cooler than usual over North- 
Burma and the South of the Penin-. 
ie Ct more particularly at Quetta. 
| Friday, February 24th—Vhe storm, which was passing through Eastern 
on the ard, had reached Eastern Rajputana where the barometer had 
very tapidly and was’0'2g” below the normal. The winds were cyclonic 
and squally over North-Western India in the storm area and the tem: 
ture was very high, but the weather was less disturbed than might have been 
expected and the rainfall amounts were everywhere small. Light snow and rain 
had fallen in Baluchistan and Kashmir and rain at_ Sir: Beyond the north- 
west the weather over India remained quiet and fine with lower mean temperae 
tores than usual over North-Eastern India and Burma and higher mean temper= 
atures over the Peninsula, i 
|) Saturday, February 25th—The storm, moving very quickly, had reached 
West Bengal. There had consequently been a rapid barometric fall over North- / 
astern India and a rapid barometric recovery over North-Western India, The 
winds were squally and cyclonic in the north-east, while light airs and calms 
were reported in the north-west. Dust-storms and dust-haze were reported 
the central districts of the country. Light snow-and rain had been receivet 
Kashmir, and light hail or rain at Mussoorie, Ranikhet, Delhi, Dehra Dun, Meetut, 
Tarjecling and Sibsagar. ‘The weather was much cooler than usual over the east 
‘of the Punjab and the west of the North-Western Provinces and slightly gels 
over Central Bengal and Burma, but elsewhere the heat was excessive. Ovi 
© the Peninsula the influence of the storm was not felt and the weather was quiet 
and warm. ; 
Temperature.—The temperature conditions have been somewhat unsteady 
during the week under review over Burma, North-Eastern India, the central 
parts of the country and South India, but has been fairly steady in most other , 
provinces. The most marked features in the temperature conditions were—(1} 
the low temperatures which appeared in the Upper Assam ‘Vallev on the 2 
and subsequently spread over the whole of North-East India, and (2) the hot 
wave which preceded and accompanied the storm that entered North-Western 
‘India towards the close of the week. 7 
‘The following table gives mean temperature variation data for the week :— 
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d wel, 

id agth, On the lutter vince exce 
“excess of temperature. The j i ions sho i 
the weck was about normal in Burma, Assam, ies oe Bihar, Chota Ni 
the Central Provinces, the West Coast, and South India, and was more or les 
excessive in all other places, the excess bette as much as 4° in Sind. Th 
maxima,or day temperatures were very steadily excessive during the week, 
as mentioned above the thermometer for the first time this season 
readings exceeding 100° on several days in Southern and Central India, 





Rainfall.—The week under review has been one of exceedingly light rain- 
fall. Most of the light scattered showers which have been received during the 
week were attributable to the rapidly moving depression which crossed Northern ref 
India between the agrd and esti but there was some rain due to local causes 

® in Assam between the 19th and aand, As mentioned in the general summary 
the rainfall accompanying the depression was exceedingly slight considering 
the intensity of the storm and the rainfall table at the close of the summary 
shows that effective rain, #, ¢., rain averaging over one-tenth of an inch was 
received only in three of the rainfall divisions, véz., East Bengal, the Assam 
Valley, and the hills of the North-Western Provinces, though rainin small and 
unimportant amounts was received in addition in the Surma and_ Hills divisions 
of Assam, Central Bengal, the Bengal Hills, the submontane divisions of the 
i North-Western Provinces, the South-East and South Punjab, the Punjab Hills, 
"the Baluchistan Hills and the north division of the East Coast. All ree) parts 
of the country were rainless ini the week. In the case of East Bengal 
ag 


; 


» the average actual rainfall was tly heavier than usual, and in the case of» 
the Assam Valley and of Baluchistan the rainfall was exactly normal, but in all 
ether places even where rain had been received the amount was less than the 
‘small normal 
Asa eoceaece of this light and generally deficient fall the condition of the 

* geasonal rainfall returns has not improved and indicates a considerable seasonal 

, | + deficiency over a large part of the country. In the eastern and central divisions 
of Bengal, Bengal Hills, the Bihar division, the east of the North-Western 
Provinces, Malabar, South-Central Madras, Coorg and Berar, the total rainfall 

from the 1st of January has been more or less excessive and in the Assam 
Valley, North Bengal, Chota Nagpur, the Oudh divisions, the East Submontane 
division of the North-Western Proyinces and the south of Madras, the total fall 

has been about normal, but in all the remaining divisions the rainfall has been 

‘short of the normal, and over a considerable part of the country no rain whatever 

was received during the whole period. hs “ 
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Weekly Report on the state of the Season and Prospects of — 
i : the Crops. : : 
Madras.—For week ending 4th Merch—No rain fell during the week 
except scattered local showers. ‘The water-supply is generally sufficient. Some 
sowings are being carried out in parts, The standing crops are sly in 
fair condition, The harvest is yielding a fair to normal outturn. turage is 
scatce, but fodder is generally sufficient. Pri ces have risen slightly in parts of 
the Southern districts, ri 


Bombay.—For week ending 8th March-—Slight rain fell in one taluka of 
Khandesh. The standing eee thy been injured by drought in one taluka of 

the Upper Sind Frontier. American cotton has been blighted in two talukas of 
‘Dharwar. The reaping of the late crops continues in seventeen and prepara- 
tions for next season are being made in ten districts. Cotton picking is pro- 
gressing in parts of Gujarat, Kathiawar and Belgaum. Fodder is sufficient 
except in parts of Sind. Agricultural stock is generally healthy. Prices have 
fallen in five and risen in four districts. ri 


» Bengal.—For week ending 6th March.—The tain which fell during the 
week over a considerable part of Bengal Proper and in Orissa has benefited 
spring rice, which is still being transplanted, and helped the ploughing of lands 
for autumn rice and jute. The spring harvest is in progress, and generally 
“promises to yield a good outturn, “Lhe pressing of sugarcane still continues in 
several districts. Opium is being collected in some districts, and {the yield is 
= reported to be fair. The fodder-supply is sufficient. Prices are on the whole 
stationary. ‘ 








‘ 
a North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 8th March.— 
With the exception of a slight shower in one district the weather has been,clear 
and seasonable during the week. More rain is said to be needed in a few dis- ~ 
tricts. The standing crops are thriving. Irrigation where necessary and the * 
ipsssing of sugarcane continue. The spring crops are fast ripening and are 
ing harvested in parts. The extraction of opium is in progress. Texcnpe for 
slight damage by frost and rats in places prospects are favourable. Supplies 
and fodd<r ave sufficient. Prices have risen or are falling in some districts, 
‘otherwise they are stationary. ? 






Punjab.—For week ending Sth Marck —Slight rain fell in parts of the 

Rawalpindi and Peshawar districts, but more is badly wanted throughout the 

F province. Ploughings for the autumn crops continue. The condition of the — 

* arrigated crops peel to average. Some of the erops on unitrigated areas 

© “have totally failed and most of them are drying up for want of rain. Crops 

“\y ate being damaged by rats in parts of Umballa and by caterpillars in parts of 
Ferozepore. Cattle are generally in fair condition. Fodder is sufficient in all. 

'» districts, except Delhi, Lahore, Shahpur and Dera Ismail Khan. i 

“especially of wheat, are rising in Jullundur and Lahore, falling in Peshawar 

* “and Dera Ismail Khan and are unchanged elsewhere, Wheat is selling fr 

15% to 20}, gram 19 to 25, barley ag, bulrush millet 18 to. 4, maize 25 to 33, 

_ great millet 25 and rice 1g to 14 seers per rupee, tr " 












« Central Provinces.—For week ending 7th March.—The \ 
clear and the heat isincreasing steadily.’ Slight showers of 
of the Chhindwara, Bhandara, Balaghat and Bilaspur districts durin, 
| The threshing of the autumn crops has nearly been completed 
ofisugareane continues, ‘The reaping of the spring crops is in ful] 
ring a - ; 


mentifor 4 
3 ier tee been granted to 437 itute and infirm paupers in the Khurai 
‘and Banda Tabsils. Prices continue very in Saugor, thus obviating, 
distress.. Fodder is scarce in the Bargath Tabsil of Sambulpur. Wheat i 
selling dearer than usual in Damoh, Hoshangabad and the Nagpur country. 
‘The rates for gram and juar rate very low, and rice is singularly cheap, in 
Seoni, Balaghat and Chhattisgarh, The olicatene rices are—wheat 19}, gram 
30, rice 224, and juar 27 seers per rupee, The dearest prices are—wheat 19, 

» gram 16, rice 11$ and juar 10 seers per rupee. % 


s Burma.—For week ending 4th March.—In Lower Burma threshing has 
been completed. In Upper Burma most of the dry weather crops have been 
sown or transplanted. Harvesting of maize and gram has commenced in 
Minbu, The standing crops are doing well. The price of paddy has fallen 
nearly one-tenth in Rangoon’ and to a less extent in Prome, Thongwa and 

~ Bassein, but has risen slightly in Pegu, Amherst and Mandalay and very 
considerably in the Northern Shan States. Poe 





Assam.—For week ending 7th March:—Rain fell in all districts. 
except Goalpara and the Garo Hills. Ploughing for early rice in the Assam 
Valley Districts and for low land winter rice in Sylhet continues, Gathering 
of mustard and pulses, hocing of tea and pressing of sugarcane are in progress 


The outturn of the mustard crop is below the average and cratpucts of sugar « 
caneare generally good. Pruning of tea is finished. Land is being prepared 

for the jute crop in Goalpara. Fodder is scarce in Cachar, the Naga, Khasi J 

and Jaintia Hills and in parts of Sylhet and water insufficient in the two latter ~ 
hill ‘districts. Prices—common rice, Silchar, Dhubri, Gauhati, Tezpur and 

- Nowgong 16, Sylhet 17, Sibsagar 12 and Dibrugarh 14 seers per rupee. ci 

4 


_. Mysore and Coorg.—/or week ending 8th March.—The standing crops. 

are in good condition. Paddy has been harvested in parts of Tumkur and 
*Chitaldrag and ragi (Eleusine coracana) im, Mysore Prices have fallen. in 
~ Bangalore, Tumkur, Kadur and Shimoga and risen in Kolar and Mysore. 


CoorG: The threshing of rice and coffee-picking continue in parts. 
Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. Prices of food grains are station- 


ary. 


Berar. —For week ending 8th March—The days are growing warm but 
the nights continue cool. Harvesting of the winter crops is well advanced and 
Jand is under preparation in all districts except Amraoti for the ensuing rain 
crops, Fodder and water are insufficient in parts of three districts. The price 
of yowar has fallen in Akola and Buldana. 


Hyperapab: Slight rain fell during the week, ela of the spring 


crops is sessing. The standing winter tice crop is in fairly good condi- — 


tion. Prices of grain continue to fall in parts. Prices—wheat 9}, coarse rice 
10} and jowari 22% seers per current sicca rupee. 


Central India.—For week ending 8th March.—No rain fell in Centr: 
India during the week, Agricultural. Giewors have been completed in Saat 


khand i Progres s elsewhere, Agricultural stock is healthy and pas- 
rape ean ces continue normal, The condition capi td 
eee sae ‘i 7 me ie apa 
dg Hien 


Bhopal 
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| APPROPRIATION REPORT ON THE ACCOUNTS OF 1897-98, 
GENERAL REVIEW. 


Ce eee ‘1=Rio), with ths last two figares cat off for brevity, thus, 149,7 reads cer 
forty-nine thoasand seven hundred tens of rupecs. 


1. The Budget Estimate of 1897-98 anticipated a deficit of 2,464,0, notwithstanding _ 

‘that the rate of exchange, 14°46d., taken in it, resulted in an improvement of 1,360,0 a8 com= 

» pared with the Estimate of 1896-97. Owing to a continuation of the drought of 1896, the 

Estimate anticipated a loss of 1,337,8 under Land Revenue and Railway exrnings, while it 

provided 3,641,2 for actual famine relief. The expenditure however exceeded even 

large provision, owing mainly to the monsoon rains being late though ultimately very ” 

favourable. There was also a renewal of plague which necessitated.expendituré on preventit 
measures in every Province, but especially in Bombay. 


2, In addition to the calamities of famine and plague, the Government of India had to 
meet heavy charges in repairing the damage done to buildings and Railway works by the 
earthquake of the tath June 1897, which affected the north-eastern parts of the country. 
‘The earthquake was followed by trouble on the North-West Frontier, which involved a 
tional military expenditure of 3,848,0. ‘The expenditure on Famine Relief exceeded the 
Budget provision by 1,684,4, chiefly in the Central Provinces and Madras. In the fo 
relief had to be continued Jater than had been exptcted, because a series of bad seasons be 

1896-97 had greatly impoverished ‘the people; while in Madras the extent of the distress. 
was under-estimated. There were excesses too in Bombay and the North-Western Provinces, 
mainly due to the late arrival of the monsoon rains. Altogether the.loss of Revenue and addi- 
tional expenditure, due directly or indirectly to famine, amounted to some 8,920,8. To meet 
these unforeseen demands it was found necessary to reduce expenditure on Railway Con- 
struction; to postpone till January-1858 all other expenditure that could be postponed; to 
stop the sale of Council Bills for 14 weeks from September 8th to December 15th, and™ 
to obtain a remittance from the Secretary of State of one crore of rupees by means of Bank 
drafts. There was a large falling off under Opium Revenue, and Salt yielded a worse 
result owing to the ‘postponement of actual payment to the following year on the security 
of Government Paper under roles in force in Madras. On the other hand, there was a . 
derable and unexpected improvement under Railways owing to the movement of grain into 
the'famine districts and the conveyance of troops totake part in the Frontier Operations, w o 
the special demand for canal water resulted in 
The | it imptovement was however due to the rise in the rate of exchange from 14° 
to 1595, which produced a saving (including exchange compensation) of bly 

net \ ARDEMS Ne ; 

















A “Budget 
Principal Heads of Revenue. —_11,229,4 
































63,1543 A 
872,2 B Interest . -. = $1550,0 
3)370,6 © Post Office, Telegraph, ie 
i Mint. 5 . + 2,891,2 
1,689,2 17235 D Civil Departments oe 15)467,8 
1,023,1 941,0 E Miscellaneous . . +.  5§,913,0 
bes tae F Famine . . 3,066,2 
pes. a» G Construction of Railways « 13 
20,682,4 21,260,9 H Railways . . PS + 293)499,2 
3)122,5 315698 J Irrigation . ‘ + * 3)111,7 
679,6 667,8 K Buildings and Roads . + §)780,4 
881,3 881,9 L ArmyServices .  . + 24,195,5 
ibe ase LL Special Defence Works . 19,4. 
=) M Provincial Surplus or 
Deficit— —. + =1,190,0 4577 
- a3 rile Surplus + or Deficit —. —2,464,0 = 5,359)2 
(95:676,8 96, 442,0 ToTaL . 95,6768  — 96,442,0 
* vores re 
Recerers, Orman Trawsactions. Ouroomes, 
Budget. ‘Accounts, Budget. Accounts, 
—2,464,0 —3,359,2 ‘Imperial Surplus or Deficit as 
] above . . . . ton bed q 
ae «.  N Capital Outlay on Railways, 
Irrigation and Other Works 6,588,6 4,328,5, 
6,924.9 60778 O Permanent Debt oR 5 oon oo 
1,000,0 5,000,0 Temporary Debt. s . ten ey 
02,4 +. P Unfunded Debt . . . ory 308,2 
3,497,5 2,944,6 Q Deposits and Advances . ave on 
95 45,0 R Loans and Advances by Impe- 
tial Government . . 


«+. RR Loans and Advances by Pro- 
vincial Governments . . 336,9 
+» S Guaranteed and Subsidized 
Companies, Capital Ac- 
counts. . . + 1,274,0 
wT Remittances . ° 15,0 
9,061 U Secretary of State’s Bills ’ 
16,7061 V Cash Balance, April ist. 
oi Ditto, March gist . 15,5 


_ GRAND TOTAL 








‘ Ces aoe ey 

epee pera 

rerares watliaheipeat 1895-99 isasfollows:— ; 
Diflerence, 






‘Revewues, 1896-07. aB8g7-08. 1897-98, greater 
cist t (+) or less (~. 
Principal Heads of Revenue. =... 62,192,4 63,154,3 +961,9 
Interest. + 8 8 8 8 1,082,6 87,2 2104 
Post Office, Telegraph, and Mint , «3.0116 3,976 +359,0 
"Civil Departments =. wes 1,678,61,723,5 44.9 
‘i: iy Miscellaneous . . . «4 + 1,0666 41,0 —125,6 
Railways... y aii ra + 20,297,8 21,2609  ++963,1 
Irrigation» we ees 3157 3,569,8 — ++419,1 
Buildings and Roads . . Cae 696,2 67,8 —28,4 

Army Services. “ me * . 9533 881,9 74 
Mira icra Me = 

TOTAL = 94:129,8 96,4420 +2,312,2 

































6. The important variations under Principal Heads of Revenue are the following:— 
Land Revenue . . eee . . . . + +1,709,2 
Opium. . . . + . Sel . + —1,229,4 
Salt n . . . i . ‘ . ‘ «© #172,5 
Excise. . . . ght 4 . Fs . —124,7 
Provincial Rates . ’ * soe . . . «= +1864 
Customs . . . . . . . . . » +1498 








+ +863,8 












7. The increase under Land Revenue occurred chiefly in the North-Western Provinces 
(615,3), Madras (291,7), Bombay (276,8), Burma (249, 4) Punjab (176,4), and Bengal 
(01,3). It was due chiefly to excellent harvests and high prices having rendered it possible 
to collect arrears in these Provinces. The improvement under Provincial Rates was due 

the same cause, bbut in both cases the comparative increase was the greater i in consequence of 
the low collections and large remissions of ‘the previous year. Under Opium there was a 







fiscount, There Bs sctachale 95,7 in Post Offee Revenue, and of 237,8 in’ 

the latter being due to the large increase in message traffic owing to 

ons'on the North-West Frontier, the famine, plague, and the earthquake of 
. ‘There was an increase in A/inf Receipts, due chiefly to a large dollar 
"for the Straits Settlemerits and a re-coinage of Kashmir and Bhopali rupees. Under 
Departments the improvement occurred chiefly under Marine, and was due to larger reco 
- onaccount of hire of vessels employed in conveying troops to the south coast of Africa, 
‘Mombasa, and Suez, and to and from the Cape and Mauritius. The decrease under’ 
“Miscellancos occurred chiefly under Gain by Exchange (100,). 
































9. Under Railway Revenue the improvement was mainly due to the running of extta 
FP eetaupfand mule trains and to the movement of food grains into the famine districts, The 
"chief contributors to the improvement were the North-Western Railway (594,50), the Eastern 
\ Bengal Railway (477,8), and the East Indian Railway (433,6). Under /sigation the im. 
‘provement occurred mainly in the Direct Receipts from canals in the North-Western Proy. 
“inces and Oudh (145,5), and the Punjab (120,4), owing to the drought, but partly also 
~ to the development of irrigation from the Chenab Canal. An improvement of 92,9 on 
under Indirect Receipts under the Godavari and Kistna Delta systems. 


10. A comparison of the expenditure side is ogiven below. The average rate of 
Exchange for the Secretary of State's drawings in 1897-98 was 15°3539d. against 14°4505¢, | 
in 1896-97. The decrease under the different heads in the exchange on the English expenditure 
is shown separately :— 


Dirvenence, 1897-98, OnEATER + OR LESS — 


1896-97. 1897-98. In the Due to Tora, 
| Exchange, other causes. 
‘on English P. 
expenditure. 4 

By, Direct Demands on the . 

4 Revenues . - « ~ '10,909,7108168 — 90 — 839 — o29 
Interest. 9. + + 34539-3473 Dt 1956 + By 
Post Office, Telegraph, and : s 

Mit... tt? 2,865 131 3g 1578 
Civil Departments . »  15)445,2 15,7396 — 495 + 343.9 
“Miscellaneous ak 1) Seay 517168 2086 + 68,7 
Famine... «126.4 5,96308 45 43,241 4 





Construction of Railways . 12,8 38 

Railways w A . (92,9578  a96035 
Po Mivigation we, BAS, Bld 
“ “Buildings'and Roads. 5,783.3 54189 | 
 ArmyServices «= «| 24,255,3  26,996,8 
Special Defence Works. 946 23,7 








Tora, | + 96,8584 | to, 













of 49,6 under Salt due to smaller expenditure on sable 

cand on freight in Madras; and of 43,2 under Refunds and Drawbacks, the yoni 

Iargest in Madras and Bombay. On the other hand, there was an increase of 78,0 under 

Land Revenue, mainly through indirect famine charges, and of 27,6 under Excise, due to 
acliange in the distribution of the establishment charges between Salt and Excise in 

“Madras, Under /nterest the excess was due to the payment of discount on the loans raised 
both in England (117,8) and India (50,6), and to no interest-having been paid in the 
previous year to the Uncovenanted Service Family Pension Fund ; this was partly, courtter- 
balanced by a saving arising from the transfer to Railway and Irrigation Accounts of a 
larger pottion of interest charges in India in consequence of the increase in the ‘empitall 
expenditure. The increase-under Post Office and Telegraph was the result of normal 
development, while that under Afinf was mainly due to the large re-coinage of Kashmir and 
Bhopali rupees, Under Gini? Departments there was an excess of 278,7 under Medical, 
caused chiefly by plague. operations. The excesses under Police (77,3), Law and Justice— 
Jails (38,63, and Law and Justice—Courts of Law (g8,2), were chiefly due to the high prices 
of food-grains and the consequent payment of grain compensation. Part of the increase 
under Police was however due to plague measures, and under Jails to an increase in Jail 
population. Against these increases there was a saving of 69,5 under Political owing to 
the subsidy of the Amir of Afghanistan not having been fully drawn, and to the payment in 
the previous year of arrears of his subsidy. There was also a saving under Marine mainly in 
Exchange Compensation and because of a special payment in 1896-97 to the Madras Harbour 
Trust Board, in satisfaction of its claim against the Madras Port Fund. Under Miscedlaneous 
the increase occurred chiefly under Superannuation Allowances and Pensions both in 
(42,7) and England (27,2). 

13. Under Famine the expenditure was almost entirely for famine relief (5,32 
Thére was besides a small charge (37,5) for construction of Protective Irrigation W: 
_ The largest excesses occurred in the Central Provinces (1,042,5), Madras (849,0), Bengal 
(642,3) and Bombay (619,3). Under Ra#lways there was an increase of 381,6 in the work= 
ing expenses of State Railways due to heavier traffic, and of 259,2 in the charges for Interest 
in India and England, but against these there was a saving of 349,2 owing to smaller 2 
surplus profits earned by Guaranteed Railways. Under /rrigation the decrease was due a 
to restriction of Minor Works and Navigation owing to famine. But this was partly “| 
counterbalanced by larger expenditure on Major Works (51,7), due to increased charges for 
Interest (g0,8) and increased cost of maintenance (20,9). Under Buildings and Roads the 
saving ‘was caused by the restriction of expen ‘iture in consequence of famine, and this saving 
would have been larger but for the charges due to the earthquake in Assam and Bengal, 
The increase under Army Services was entirely due to the expenditure on the North-West 
Frontier, which involved a charge of 3,8;8,0: On the other hand there was a decrease of 746,7, a 
of which 337,6 is accounted for by the mobilisation charges of the previous year and the. 4 
_ balance by a more favourable rate for paying British Troops and Exchange compensation. 
‘The head Special Defence Works was kept open for the record of expenditure in 
pees esamanep pee ay reas closed in India on the gist March 8975 

| and only English ons appear. 1¢ accounts of 1897-98, 
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The improvements, due to a rise in the rate of Basie require no special enema | 

necessary to explain only the differences arising from other causes. The worse 

shown above may be ascribed to famine expenditure, and to the Military Oneraeese! 
North-West Frontier. 


The following itr pans meg ven HLA and may be accepted as 
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The total loss of revenue and increase of expenditure due to famine may therefore 5 
put down at about 8,920,8. 


18. The chief variations between the Budget figures’ and the Accounts apart from 
exchange are explained below. The causes are in most cases the same as those already given 
to account for the differences between the accounts of 1896-97 and 1897-98. Under Principal 
Heads of Revenue the largest falling off occurred under Opium (370,8), the revenue of which 
showed a decrease of 636,4 dué to the expected price for Bengal Opium not having been 
realized, and toa diminished demand for Indian Opium in China; while the expenditure — 
gave a saving of 265,6, as the crop was a short one. The next largest decrease occurred’ 
under Excise, where the revenue showed a fall of 189,6 owing to the impoverished condition 
of the agricultural classes, and the expendituse an increase of 29,1 due to the change in 
Madras referred to in patagraph 12. Under Salt there was a decrease of 139,8 in “the 
revenue due to an increase in credit transactions in Madras on the Security of Government 
Paper, counterbalanced by a saving of 96,4 in expenditure owing to an over-estimate. On 
the other hand, there were improvements in the revenue under Provincial Rates (101,6,) and 
Customs (149,4) due to the causes mentioned in paragraph 7, There were smaller. 
improvements under the Revenue heads of Assessed Taxes (45,2), Registration (45,6), _ 
attributed to the increased sales and mortgages of land in consequence of the famine; and 4 
under Land Revenue (37,5), due to arrear collections as stated in paragraph 7, Under 
Interest the cause of the excess is that stated in paragraph 12, to which may be added 
larger payments of interest in England on India Bills (69,1). On the other hand, there” 
were reduced transfers to Railway Revenu2 Account (20,5), and smaller payment of interest - 
on debt in India (109,1), besides less interest on Savings Bank Deposits (23,8). The excess 
under Civil Departments was due mainly to charges connected with the plague and famine, 
the largest of which occurred under Medical (278,6). There were excesses under Law and _ 
Justice Jails (79,5), and Police (49,6), arising from the circumstances explained in paragraj 
12, There were*on the other hand savings under Education (45,1) spread over all the 
Provinces, and due chiefly to grants for special purposes not having been utilized, Political 
(49) ee Bier showed a saving o to the subsidy of the Amir of Afghanistan not hay’ 












































Under Marine the receipts showed an improvement of 60,4 for the 1 
a Under Miscellaneous the excess occurred chiefly w 
sti is) England (17,5) and 









iat 578.5 ins a 
to the causes explainéd in par hg. The: 
(584,2), “where it was edits as pitt 
“on the North-Western (482,8,), Indian Midland ne Madras R. way ee 
the Burma Railway (109.3), the last being due to: the Estimate having been kept low, 
$ not considered likely that the high earnings of the previous year would be omen] 
se improvements were partly counterbalanced by a falling off on some lines, the Principal 
which were on the Rajputana-Malwa Railway (275,5), Bombay, Baroda and Central 
zo (198,2), and the Great Indian Peninsula Railway (176,9). Under expenditure the» 
[decrease occurred under Surplus Profits of Guaranteed Railways (176,8), Land for ‘Subsidised — 
Ep Companies (122,4), Interest (50,8), and under Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure (43,8), 
partly codnterbalanced by an increase under Working Expenses, of, State, Railways. The 
decrease under Surplus Profits was due mainly to the Bumbay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway having earned no surplus during the second half of 1897 (56,9), and. to the pro- 
"vision for land for the Calicut-Cannanore Branch of the Madras Railway having been only | 
partially utilized (98,8), The excess under Working Expenses of State Railways occurred 
principally on the East Indian Railway (153,2), the Burma Railway (72,3), and’. the 
Eastern Bengal Railway (58,4). Under Irrigation there was an improvement in the 
revel of 447,3, due to the causes stated in paragraph 9. There was an excess in the 
expenditure of 32,4, owing chiefly to the increase in the cost of maintenance necessitated — 
by increased irrigation. Under Buildings and Roads the improvement was mainly due to _ 
"restriction of expenditure in consequence of famine, and would have been larger by abdlt 
940 but for expenditure in Assam due to earthquake damages. Under Army Services | 
the latge excess was due to the Military Operations, which inyolved.an. outlay of, 3,848,0, 
Apart from this expenditure there-was.a saving.of 563,5, of which .199,2. occurred. in, England, 
chiefly under Indian. Troop Service, due to the. engagement of fewer. transports, ai 1 
under Special Services, for which the Budget.provided 321,6.. The. saving.was, incellake 
charges on account of Occupation.of Chitral and. its» Communications.(117,6),, owing to the | 
charges. for a: part ofthe year haying been.shown under Military Operations, on the North- 
West Frontier, There was. a saying of 321,2in the ordinary. charges, due chiefly. to)smaller 
of Exchange Compensation (6158), short. strength, of the army, chiefly inthe | 

ens, which was, short, by two, battalions. for, a part.of-the year:(1069), the saying — 
‘im pay, stores, and clothing due. to despatch of, troops. to. Mombassa.at,the. cost.of. the 
Home Government. (10,4), deputations, to the Civil Department for plague duty; (17,1), smaller 
purchase of remounts and to the purchase of Australian horses at more,favourable rates, 
and saying in feed of cattle and remounts, (86,9), smaller. consumption of malt,liquor owing to 
_ the absence of British regiments on field. service (56,8), fewer. movements, of, troops and 
‘estores. in consequence of the absence,of troops on, field service (53,3), larger recoveries. 
supplies to other departments (20,2), saving. in, cost of clothing (13,0), less horse allowance 
to Artillery and Cavalry officers (11,8), and fayourable rates for. food supplies in the Madras 
Command (42,9). These savings were partly counterbalanced by increased charges. elsewhere 
than in Madras for food supplies, owing to famine and field operations..on the North-West 
Frontier (48,8), special money grants to, troops on the occasion of, the Diamond Jubilee, 
(11,7), and by 180,9 for compensation to Native troops for dearness of, provisions an 


20. The Budget estimated for an expenditure of 3,654,0 in excess of the 
whole account, but 1,190,0 of this was payable out of accumulations of P 
Local Balances, so that there was a net deficit on Imperial Account of. 
accounts closed with a deficit on Imperial account of 5,359, and on Provincial 
‘account of 457,7- The net Imperial expenditure has therefore been than 
by 5,359, —2,464,0 = 2,895,2, and the net Provincial and Local expenditure 
1,190,0 —457,7=732,3- 
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Famine. + , ahs we [7479 
Construction of Railways». ve oo 

Railways * + 5778 | + 7\+ 5785|+ 819|/- 6,2 
Intigation Fee af 20706 | 299.7 | + 4473 |— 309 |= 3 
Buildingsand Roads. =.) + 3.0), — 148) — 118 | + 1064) + 2548 

FG oy asp ean al Gp m ekg ACR. Bal aap x 
Special Defence Works =. .| si Cs Aad aan 

sy TOTAL s}#  tn3 | + 7537 | + 76512 |—2,906,7 |— ang 

Total Net = + | 2,895,2 | + 732,3 | — 2,162,9 is See iss 














_} vga. The improvement in: the Provincial and Local Section occurred chiefly in the 
al Heads of Revenue and in the Provincial share of-Irrigation, and in the chester: 
for Buildings and- Roads. ‘ 


23. The principal items making up the difference in the Imperial Section are indicated ia 
the following table -— 
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revenue in, Tikes fell short of the Budget Estimate by 620,4, but er 
hee of the previous year by 991,9. Of the decrease as compared with the Budget — 
Brim bu erred under Opium, due toa fall in price and to a diminished demand 
for Indian opium in China; 1398 under Salt, due chiefly (o a fall in the cash and rise in’ the f 
tions in Madras, owing to the low price of Government paper, but partly also 
“ato ‘sales of Government sali in Madras, and a decline in duty on imported salt in 
Bengal; and 189,6 under Excise, due chiefly to the distressed condition of the agricultural — 
classes ; there were smaller decreases under Forest and Tributes. These decreases were 
counterbalanced to the extent of 379,8 by improvements under the other heads, the most im= 
portant being those of 101,6 under Provincial rates, due chiefly to collection of arrears; 
149,4 under Customs, due to larger imports of oils, bullion and coins and articles of food a 
drink, and larger exports of rice in Madras and Bombay; Assessed Taxes and Registration 
contributed 45,2 and 45,6, respectively to the increase, due, under the latter, chiefly to 
itterease in the number of sales and mortgages of land as an effect of the famine. There’ ae 
improvement of 37,5 under Land Revenue, due to better collections consequent the 
improved conditions of the latter part of the year. 
26. Of the improvement as compared with the actuals of the previous year, 1,' 
ogee under Land Revenue, due partly to the realizations of arrears, and partly = 
collections and large remissions of the previous year, 172,5 under Salt, due partly t¢ 
revival of the trade from the effects of the famine, and partly to larger cash transactions in 
Madras, 186,4 under Provincial Rates, 149,8 under Customs and 28,2 under Registration 
owing to the reasons given above, 59,3 under Stamps, due indirectly to the scarcity. These — 
improvements were partly counterbalanced by decreases of 1,229,4 under Opium, and 147 
under Excise, due to the reasons stated above, and of 17,7 under Tributes. 
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27. The actuals exceeded the Budget Estimate and the actuals.of the previous year by 375 and:1,709j2° 
respectively. The improvement as compared with the Budget was small in the aggregate; there were 
improvements in some Provinces and falling off in others, The principal improvements were in Butma, 
(223,4) due to growth in the assessed arca and prompt realizations of mary Land Revenue, 
‘owing'to good harvests, and larger collections, of Capitation and Thathameda taxes, in’ the i 
Provinces (67)7) and Punjab (1143,4) were due chiefly to better collections of Ordinary Land Revenue 
consequent on the improved condition. in the latter part of the year owing to the termination of the 
‘amine, and in Bengal (53,2) due chiefly to larger recoveries on account of survey and settlement 
‘eperations in Behar, The falling off was in the North-Western Provinces (207,8), in Madras (161,9) and 
Bombay (57,6); in the case ofthe first the Budget anticipated a large deficiency in the collections owing: 
toa continuance of famine, but the results proved even worse than the Estimate, which, it appears; did) 
nof'make sufficient allowance for the balance of revenue falling due within, but not collected till after 
the ‘of the financial year ; in Madras the collections were smaller owing to the unfavourable season, 

which necessitated the grant of remissions, and to largas remissions in 1896-97 than were anticipated in the 
Budget, which thus reduced the arrears expectedto be collected during 1897-98. In Bombay the Budget 
did not allow. sufficiently for the effects of the famine, owing to which. the Ordinary Land 
Jections fell short : other causes for the falling off in Bombay arose from the fall in price of cotton, 
delayed the sale. of cultivators’ produce -and» led to outstandings to the extent of 23,4 at the end 
‘year: the prevalence of famine and plague led tofurther postponements of the revenue due in 1 
‘o the postponement of the introduction of revised survey rates. Assam contributed 18,5 of the decr 
16,4.0f whieh occurred under Ordinary Land Revenue, due to the epidemic of Kala-Azar in the N 

‘and to the effects of the.carthquake of June 1897 and the subsequent floods. The i 
ones ‘previous year was due partly to the low collections and large remission of that year and pal 

‘to the realization of arrears. 


ie 
28, Under Sale of Proprietary Right, etc, the increases were the result of undet-estimati 
North-Western Provinces, chiefly in respect of capitalized value of abatement of land revenue on 
made over to Railway Companies, Under Capitation Tax, ofc., in Burma the increase was 
impravément in both Capitationand Thathameda revenue, the former being due'to growth in pop 
_ to immigration to the delta districts from parts of Upper Burma, and to greater care in the, 
‘ment of the tax, and the latter to more households being assessed, to levy of higher rates in 
distrigts, and to Railway employés, hitherto exempt, being assessed, The distress in 189 
‘Upper Burma leading to an emigration to Lower Burma, and to exemption from, assessment on 
of poverty, chiefly accounts for the difference between that year and the year-under report. 


29. The principal difference under Miscellaneous occurred ‘n Bengal and has been 
increase in Burma (3,6) was due to improvement in Petroleum revenue, and 


i Seon ues owing mainly to the sale of a qaantity of confiscated jade, co 
ee number of licenses for inland fishing, in consequence of exemption of small 
“and of better wages being obtainable by ficld labourers, and by a decrease in rents from 
owing of, the Bassein pearl oyster beds, and the closing of two 
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1 _AcrTransntensafeting the Distribution of Land Revenue in 1807-98. 


Crxpits + Dusirs— 10 Provinciat. 











* 









‘Transiers: 
contract. 





Seleqient |» oat. | Mitellane- 
Transfers, | Teamsters. | 4 4jistments|Adjastments, 



















+160,3 
















Central Provinces. + swt 
Burma. ast asap bi Po nll gONS 
Assam 4 + Say yaw ears lea 4s 
+ * + . ~ + * 141, 
Western Provinces and Oudh | .| —323,8 | 
BeBe iio" fru emihvrg: enemas Beg +| #258 |" 
Madras. ht gat ae Names SRL est 
ape Ea ALES +836,0 
— ee — 

















B,—Distribution of Land Revenue in 1897-98. 
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From the details of recurring and special transfers which are given in the Appendix to this — 
page 165, it will be seen that the Government of India.has, in consequence of the loss to Pro- 
ial expenditure owing to agricultural distress, been compelled to make grants-in-aid’ of Provi 
to the Central Provinees (81,0), and to the North-Western Provinces (102,7), To Bombay a 
‘yas madein aid of Plague expenditure, and to Assam (80,0) for Earthquake expenditure. 
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icbtimated- Ganber of chests '39,000) was sold, and ciao 
price realized being only R1,02g against an estimate of ee 








Bs a ‘Bombay Opium Pass (es nc tlle ‘oft (43330,) 
it im in China, owing partly to the increased production in ‘Chins itself, 


iu 
ys P= vate of Exchange, and to the lowering of the rate of the duty ia October 1897 from 
a : 


“<4. Under Excise Opium the Budget gutted = a large ecteane ’ in” tales Swing tn 
“the falling off in Assam was due to the effects of the earthquake and subsequent Hilger = 
‘of the Malwa opium ; in Bengal and the ‘North-Western Provinees it was duc to 


35. The following table gives the usual statistics for the last ten years of the produce and sa in 
"Bengal, and the exports from Bombay : 
‘Benoa. 
<<< 
radioge Of sea300-—Choyts AYES 

Forexport. For ces, Total, hg" pike per price Chest 

‘Chests, Chests. Chests, a 

+ $7500" 4,034 61,534 $7,009 1,059 6,038,0 34,884) 

= 69,500 3,259 72,759 57,009 1,120 6,384,0 30,22ah 
1889-90 - «38,305 4.417 42,722 $7000 1,136 6.4376 29,029 
1890-91 + 44760 7,063 51,823 57,000" 1,037 5,912,9 28,591 
4891-92 + 44522. 4,37 48,893 56,250 1,058 5,949.7 30,6544 
1892-93 - + 33:679 5,004 38, 48,852 1,247 6,093.3 27,8454 
1893-94 «+ 40,506 3,816 43.353 1129 4,803,4 26,6754 
3894-95 - + -33n329 4802 98,131 39,789 1,338 5,3%14 20,577) 
1895-06» +: 359953 4.766 371695 1,390 5,240,4 25.475¢ 
896-97 + 4504t 4,910 39,000 1,243 4,850.4 21,751h 
1897-98, Budget. ~ “ 39:00 1/075 4,192 23.3334 
1897-98, Revised se sue | ms 391000 1,028 3,992,0. 18,456 
1897-98, Actuals . 45,500 3.279 39,029. 1,023 3,991.0. 17,4324 

© Excluding 27 chests issued to the Excise Departmeat, 
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15975,0 
1,947,8 























oe Rich aad * 
for the past nirie years, during which no change in the'rates of duty has occurred, 


5, The actuals 
aia follows :— 


India, Burma, Bengal, Madcas. Bombay, * ToTat. 
1889-99 1,959.2 1320 2,270,7 1,756.8 2,069,0 8,187,7 
1890-91 41,9305 158,8 231955 1,951,8 2,162,8 8,523.4 
1891-92 19712 1610 3,404,5 4,772.9 2,326,6 8,636, 
1892-93 2,118,0 162,2, 2,410, 1,724,2 2,244,5 
1893-04 rBsb7 G 1676 24374,1 1,629,8 2,218,7 
1894-95 1,894,3 119,0 2,458,2 1,795 04 2,398,8 
1895-96 1999503 156,0 2,488,6 41,9975 2304 
1806-97 1,848,7 1409 2)500,1 1,694,2 2,237.8 
1897-98 1,947.8 | 1567 2,463.3, 1,717,0 22994 





37+ The receipts show an improvement of 172,5 as compared with the actuals of the previous year, 
and a falling off as compared with the Budget Estimate of 139,8, of which 113,2 occurred in Madras, 
mainly under Excise on Local Manufacture (79,8), due chiefly to a fall in the cash and rise in the credit 
sales, owing mainly to the fall in the price of Government paper ; the fall however was not so great as 
the previous year ; and under Sales of Government Salt (28,2) due to poor sales at the Madras Dey 
Bengal contributed 42,1 of the decrease under Duty on Jmported Salt owing to a large quantityfof non. 
duty paid salt having been removed under bond during the year. The continued expansion of revenue 
under this head noticed in last year's report seems to have received a check. 


38. In India the falling off under Sales of Government Salt occurred chiefly in Sambhar, The 
imptovement under the second head would have been better by 19,5, but for a decrease in Kohat owing 
to the stoppage of traffic in consequence of hostilities on the frontier. In Burma the increase under 
m4 ‘on Imported Salt was due to large importations of salted fish and Penang-made gnapi. In 
Bombay the decrease under this head was due to diminished importations of Government salt owing 
tothe agreement between the Great Indian Peninsula and Southern Mabratta Railways to convey 
goods vid Poona at low rates of freight, The improvement under Excise on Local Manufac- 
ture was due to abetter demand in the latter half of the year owing to the effects of the famine 
having to a considerable extent disappeared, and that under Sale of Government Salt was due to the 
introduction of new maundage rate on salt sold in the Konkan Division and to an increased sal 
of Paragara Salt. we 

39. The increase over the previous year’s actuals was contributed by all the provinces except Ben: 
where the falling off occurred under Duty on Imported Sait. The improvement in India (99,1}is 
attributed to the revival of trade in the latter portion of the year from the effects of scarcit nd 
tronpiee disturbances. In Burma (15,8) and in Madras (32,8) it was due to the causes explaial 7 
and in Bombay (61,6) to the fact that during 1896-97 both plague and famine raged in- several 
districts, while in the year under review famine had to a considerable extent disappeared, 











IV.—Stamps. > 
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taimps—condined 
n inprovement over the Budget Eatimate and the neta 

year by 5 and 59,3 respectively. The actuals practically agreed with the Budget in 

‘there Were considerable diflerences in all the Provinces and under the several heads, Tu India and the 

Central Provinces the Estimates were pitched too high, sufficient allowances not having been made for 

‘the effects of the famine. In Burma the improved condition of the agriculturists resulted in fewer law _ 
‘suits and reduced the sules under Court-fee Stamps, while by increasing the commercial activity jt 
ey the revenue under Commercial and other Stamps. \n Assam the decrease was small and 
“was die to the suspension of litigation for sometime owing to the earthquake of June 1897 and the 
subsequent floods. In Bengal the improvement undet the first head was due to increased li 

probably an after effect of the failure of crops in the previous year, which alo led-to a larger number 
of loan transactions, and thus imptoved the receipts under the second head. Inthe North-Western 
Provinces the increase under Court=/ee Stamps was due chiefly (4,4) to the sale of plain paper to be 
used with Courtfee Stamps, introduced from. 1st December 1897, and partly to increased litigation 
consequent on a return of prosperity; the decrease, under Commercial other Stamps was Lo to 
the large: relief afforded to the distressed classes, more especially by the liberal policy of, en 

pensions of revenue.adopted to save the people from financial collapse. In the Fatih the 

| the first head. was due to reduced litigation, probably the result of scarcity, while the impro 

conditi@n of the agricultural classes seduced the borrowing transaction and thus decreased th A ed 
under the, second head. In. Madras the improvement, was due to the increase in the amo 
agricultural loans given by Government, to the indebtedness of, landlords forcing them to mortgage 
Jands, and,to tenants having to borrow on bonds to pi under | 
second head was due to the prevalence of lague iistricts, the mortality from which, how: 
‘ever, brought in additional probate dut accounts for thei increase under Court-fee Stamps, 
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4x. The revenue under fhis head showed a falling 
‘and of 124,7 as compared with the actuals of the previous. y 
‘the Nocth-Westetn Provinées, and Madras, due'generally to scala ae 
d under License and Distillery fees, etz., the variations under the o| 
im in Burma, Assam, Bengal and Madras the revenue fell short of 
‘ease, to famine,.in Burma,to ovér-e: te fit in Assam to the cat eee 
The improvement | ae 
“Western Provinces, was due fo un tne, Jn Punjab it occarred in ti 
“consuniption of opiam imported from Kashmir rand the Hill States, and in. 
‘Tow ar estimate and pattly to low prices of opium ioe in Bombay, 
Improvement, which occurred chiefly under the first head, partly due “the 1 
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‘42. The revenue under this head showed an improvement of ro1,6 as compared with the Budget 
Estimate, and of 1864 as compared with the actuals of the previous year. ' This ‘improveinent 
was the result chiefly of increase'in Benge! (80,2), in Punjab (33,8), and Madras (19,3), diejymainly 
to large collection of arrears, in Bengal partly also to an increase due to re-valuations, and in Punjab to 
realizations on account of Patwarls’ Fees Fund in the Chenab Colony, These improvements:were partly 
counterbalanced by decreases chiefly in the Central Provinces (24,3), North-Western Provinces (6,4), and 
Bombay. (6,0), due in the first. case mainly to suspensions and remissions under the first and second heads ; 

| in che North-Western Provinces to the further postponement of reforms in the Rural Police system of 
Oudh under the Oudh Local Rates Act V of 18945 and in Bombay to reasons stated under I—Land 
Revenue-(para, 27). . 


VII.—Customs. * es 
































s VII.—Customs—continued. Pela 

» © 45. The revenue under this head showed an improvement of 149,4 as Compared with the Budget 
© Estimate, and of 149,8 as compared with the actuals of the previous year. ‘This improvement was the 
result of increased receipts in Madras and Bombay and a falling off in the other Provinces, Of the im. 
ment in Madras 28,1 was under /mport Duties and 34,5 under Export Duties, the former being due 
to increased import of Kerosine Oil, and the latter to large shipments of rice to Ceylon owing to the 
© supply from Bengal having failed ; in Bombay 10,8 occurred under mport Duties chiefly in the duties 
© 0n Silver bullion and coin (13,3), Oils (95,6) and artcles of food and drink (22,0), partly counterbalanced: 

by a falling off in the duties on Cotton Manufactures (18,7), other Metals and Manufactures of 





= 
rs 
| i oa 30,4), Manufactured articles (59,8) and raw materials (15,3) due to slackness in trade owing to. the 


prevalence of plague, and 15,8 under Export Duties due to large shipments of rice to Cutch and Kathie 
awar,. The excess over the actuals of the previous year occurred mainly in Bombay (118,3) and. Madras 
© (40,9), and was due generally to the improvements noticed above. 


44. Under /mport Duties the increase in Burma (47,3) was due to the revival of the import trade 
following the rich rice harvest of December 1896, while the decrease in Bengal (23,4) was chiefly due toa 
falling off in the duties on cotton (75,7), manufactured articles (47,9) and raw materials (20,7), due to 
stringency in the money market and famine, partly counterbalanced by increased reccipts under of 
food and drink (37,8), Silver bullion and coin (35,1), and Oils (43,7). Under Export Duties the dectease 
in Burmia (64,3) was due to the diversion of a large portion of the trade to India owing to the, famine, 
and in Bengal (6t,2) owing to smaller exportations of rice, Under Excise Duty on Cotton Manufacture 
‘the improvement in Madras (3,6) was due to the diversion of the trade in cotton piece-goods to Caleuttg 
and Rarigoon (which are Customs ports), owing to the American competition in China, and in Bombay 
(6:1), to improved receipts under the Cotton Duties Act II of 1896, and activity of the Gujarat mills, 
Under Land Customs and Miscellaneous the increase was chiefly in Madras (9,6), where it was due.to 
increased export of British rice through the French ports of Pondicherry and Karikal, and in Burma 
(48) due to overtime fees earned by preventive officers, hitherto kept out of account, having been 
treated as miscellaneous receipts, and the payments out of them as charges under g.—Customs (para. 74). 
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45: The receipts showed an improvement of 45,2 and 22,7 over the Budget Estimate and the actuals 

_ of the previous year respectively. The improvement, which occurred in all the Provinces except India 

“and the Central Provinces, was due generally to under-estimates. In Burma it was partly due to the 

troduction of Act Il of 1886 in Mandalay Town ; and in the North-Western Provinces to the presence of 

a larger number of officers on duty in consequence of famine and plague. In Bombay the receipts would 

have been better but for the falling off due to the absence of surplus profits on the Great Indian Penin- 

sula Railway, and decrease in the earning of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India and Southera 
‘Maliratta Railways owing to a decline in traffic caused by the famine and plague, 


46. The /ndia figures include, in addition to the collections made in the Districts directly adminie 
tered by the Government of India, the recoveries of the nou-Civil Departments from the salaries of 
Government officers, The details are given below i— 

1896-97. 4 1897-98, 
i ‘Accounts. ‘Neto 
“B43 Civil Department, India, ary ae 83,0 








63,0 Military Department . 7. ‘ 3 f 
$4.3" Public Works Deparment =, 9. yg gy ol be ne i 
Bee >. Marine Department = 9 is5-) 4155: Tike a agua aig 
7.2 Post Ofice Department. . . , « . 12 7 
pa 85 Telegraph Deparment » . » « «© 4 5 Bs 8,6 
3193 Tora as anove = 5 aaa8 aye 
— . —_—_— 
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47. The receipts fell short of the Budget Estimate by 16,7, but exceeded those of the previous year 

by 5,6. Though the difference in the total is not very large, the variations under the several heads in 
the various provinces are considerable. The only increases occurred in India (6,7) and Burma (144,0), 
the former being due toa large refund by Messrs, Ogilvy, Gillanders & Co, London, on account of sale 
proceeds of cargoes of Andamans timber, retained by them in 1896-97 in part payment of freight and 
other charges, and the latter mainly to larger extractions of timber consequent on favourablefloods and 
high prices, The decrease in the other provinces was mainly due to the effects of famine, In Assam it 
was due to the earthquake, which rendered roads impassable and the rivers useless for floating purposes ; 
and in Bengal to the reduction of royalty on produce floated down the river consequent on the cyclone of 
October: 1897 in Chittagong, In Madras the decrease was partly due to too sanguine an estimate, 

48. Under Timber, etc., removed by Government Agency the only differences requiring special notice 
are in the Punjab, where there was a large falling off, mainly due to the small demand for fuel by” the 
North-Western Railway owing to slackness of traffic, and the dryness of the season 1896, which prévented 
the timber being floated down to the sale depdts ; in Bombay, where the prevalence of plague adversely 
affected the prices received at the auction sale of timber, and difficulty in getting carts and 
labour caused a falling off in the supply of fuel to the Southern Mahratta Railway; and in the Northe’ 
Western Provinces, where the sale of firewood to the Commissariat Department at Chakrata and at 
Ranikhet and Lansdowne fell off owing to the absence of troops, while plague restrictions at Hardwar 
reduced the sale of bamboos, i 

49. Under Timber, etc, removed by Consumers or Purchasers the variations wete mainly due to 
the causes stated above; the only points calling for particular notice are, that in Assam the exop of 
thatching grass was totally destroyed by floods and by cattle driven up into the hills by the floods, 
no royalty being realized owing to the prevailing distress, and that the receipts from waste land grants 
declined under the new rules, In the North-Western Provinces the decrease was partly due to less 
extraction owing to slackness of demand and to failure of purchasers of standing trees to pay in the 
instalments due, In Bombay the demand for fuel from the North-Western Railway fell off in consequence 
ol the agricultural depression in Northern India, and plague quarantine rules also brought about a fall 
inthe demands for forest produce, The small improvement in Punjab (2,8) was due toa larger demand 
for fodder, incteased outtutn of charcoal, better receipts on account of grazing, larger sales of stand« 
ing trees, and the introduction of an improved method of disposing of bamboo coupes. 

50. Under Other Receipts there was an improvement of 20,6, ‘The increase in India has been ex- 
plained above, In Burma the increase was due to larger collections under-drift timber and duty on foreiga’ 
timber, the receipts however fell short of those of the previous year; and in Punjab the improves 
‘Rent was due to-larger sales of drift timber and better collections of rafting (ees. 
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> “51. The revenue under this head showed an improvement of 45,6 over the Budget Estimate, andot 
28,2 over the actuals of the previous year, The improvement was contributed chiefly by Bengal (16,0), 
Punjab (5,0), and Madras (29,0), occurring in the last under Other Receipts due to the system of granting 
certificatés-of previous non-encumbrance of land:in-connection with State Loans; in the other twe Prov. 
inces. it was due tothe registration of a larger number of deeds, as an effect of the famine. In Burma 
the increase was due to more extended operations. In the Central Provinces and the North-Western 
Provinces the decrease was dve to the assistance which both landlords and tenants received from 
ity and from private. charity, which served to keep them out.of money-lenders’ hands, The 
falling off in Assam was due to the earthquake aud floods, and in Bombay to the combined effects of 
“famine and. plague. . 
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52. The feceipts under ‘this head are for the “most part fixed, The fluctuations that éécur ari 

sally either from the won-payment of dues or fom advatice or arrear payments, There was 

off in the aétuals of 17,6 and'17,7, as compared with’the Budget Estimate ‘and the actuals of the 

spectively, ‘The decrease in the Central Provinces was chiefly due to the noa;paymelt ap : 
Khairagarh® State of the tribute of 3,5; in Burma there were some remissions‘and ‘postponements; and © 

in Bombay it was chiefly due to the instalment of | the subsidy from Kutch,which fell.due in April “1897, 

having been paid in the previous year; this feteipt, withrarrear collections in the previous year, account 

for the Uifferente in the actuiils of the two years, ng % 
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Section A—DIRECT DEMANDS ON THE REVENUE. 
re frst 
a a gghoosuats. Budget. Revised, ‘ 
10,909,7 EXPENDITURE . . + 11,2294 — 10,842,5 10,8168 






530° The expenditure under this” section showed a saving of 412,6 as compared with 
Eétimate, and of 92,9 as compared with the actuals of the previous year.» Of 
saving as compared with the Budget Estimate, 263,6 occurred under Opium owing to the outturn | 
“of the crop having fallen short of the estimate ; 96,4 under Salt, due chiefly to an over-estimate 
fadras ; 74,4 under Forests, due chiefly to provision for survey operations and certain new | 
“works in Madras and Bombay not having been fully utilized, and to re-organization, of the — 
subordifiate Forest Establishment. There were other small savings, the principal being 14,5, 
under"Refunds and Drawbacks, and 16,7 under Assignments and Compensations, the charges | 
under the former are of a fluctuating character, and the savings under the latter oceurred — 
chiefly in Madras and Bombay. These savings were partly counterbalanced by excedses of | 
» 0,9 under Land Revenue, due chiefly to indirect famine expenditure and to payments of 
es ‘commission on collections in Burma, of 29,1 under Excise, due chiefly to a change in the pro- 
f portion of distribution of the combined establishment charges between Salt and. Excise in 
“) Maiicas, and of small excesses under Stamps and Customs, 
|. © 54. Of the decrease as compared with the actuals of the previous year, 97,6.0c1 
‘under Opium, due to smaller payments to cultivators owing to the smaller outturn of thev@top ; 
hye Salt, due chiefly to less expenditure under Purchase of salt and freight in Madras, 
. and partly to less expenditure charges due to the transfer of the Orissa Salt Department from 
“Madras to Bengal; 43.2 under Refunds and Drawbacks and to smaller decreases under 
Assignments and Compensations, Stamps, and Provincial Rates, counterbalanced by an 
ingrease of 78,0 under Land Revenue due to indirect famine charges and large paymefits of 
“commission on collections in Burma, of 27,6 under Excise, 8,0 Customs, 7,8 Forests, and 
-» smaller savings under Assessed Taxes and Registration, 


Bary 1.—Refunds and Drawbacks, 
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ichiiiges under Ue head are Buetuatiog: asd-do not'admit of an scéerale forecast! ee ke: 

ame “fell short of the Budget Estimate and the actuals of the previous year by 14,3 

respectively, The decrease, as compared with the Budget, was the net result of savings of agar 

Salt and of 208 under Cistoms Refunds, and excesses of 13,0 under Land Revenue Refu 

‘and of90 under Ocher Revenue Refunds. The decrease under Salt Refunds in Bor! 

compared with the Budget and the actuals of the previous year, was due to the falling off 

trade im/the earlier part of the year in consequence of the famine and plague. Under Land & 

Refunds the excess in Bengal (4,3) was due chiefly to the refund of the balance of an estate that had b 

confiscated and subsequently restored; in Madras there were large refunds of Land Revenue 1 

“aeously credited in the previows yeas, and in Bombay there was special refund (1,7) in the Sal 

D Under Other Refunds the excess was contributed by all the Provinces except Bombay, wi 

there Was! a small saving. In Burma 3,2 of the excess occurred under Excise, while in the No 

Western Provinces it occurred chiefly under Forests. The large decrease under Customs R 

= (g0,4) was due chiefly to drawbacks on merchandise re-exported in consequence of the 
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56. The expenditure under this head fell short of the Budget Estimate and the actuals of 1 
previous year by 16;7 and 20,4, respectively, 2 
57+ The saving, as compared with the Budget, occurred chiefly in Madras (6,6) and Bombay 
‘Madras it occurred under Land Revenue Compensations (2,3), owing to the non-di of 
‘of the ‘Raja of Malabar in consequence of his death (9), and of the non-payment } 

pensions (1,4), and under Salt Compersations (3,9) owing to non-payment of the compensation {g 
| suppression of earth salt manufacture in Padukottai, In Bombay the saving occurred chiefly upder 

first head, and was due to non-payment of the grant to Shahaji RajeBhosle Akalkotkar, pending the 
lement of claim to heirship (1,1), to non-payment to small inamdars and other grantees (8,1), and 
ing in the adjustment on account of alienated land revenue (2,8), The saving was partly 
“balanced by an excess of 1,1 under Excise Compensations, due to the payment of arrears (2,1) to the 
at Sangli, reduced by (1,0), due to non-payments to certain Native Chiefs. There was a smalleaving’ 
1,pjindhdia under S2/t Compensations due to smaller payments to the Jeypore and Jodhpore States of 
Royalty under-the Sambhar Lake ‘Treaty (1,2), and of compensation payable to the Kohat Chiefs, In 
~ © Central Provinces an excess of g under Excise Compensations was due to the payment of arrears 
‘compensation for resumption of Abkari right. The increase in Punjab under Customs Compbnsationt| 
“owas due to the payment of claims belonging to the previous year. 


58 The fall, as compared with the previous year, occurred chiefly in the North-Western Province 
| Se(riig), Madras (6,8), and Bombay (9,2). In the North-Western Provinces the decrease was due to th| 
flange arrear payments in 1895-97. In Madras it was due to the causes already explained, and ia Bom 

4 it occurred partly under Land Revenue Compensations (7,7) for reasons given above, and partly und 
| © Excise Compensations (1,5), due to the payment in 1896-97 of compensations for two years tO the R 
Be Kantba Chiefs. mm" 
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50..The expenditare in India exceeded the Budget Estimate and the actuals of the previous year 
}y 20,5 and 76,9, respectively, The excess over the Estimate occurred chiefly under Charges of District 
ministration (43,1), due mainly to indicect famine expenditure and larger payments of Commission 
n Collections (13,0) in Burma, owing to the growth of revenue not having been fally allowed for, 
terbalanced by savings (34,5) under Survey and Settlement, The excess over the previous 
wr was spread over all the heads except Survey and Settlement, where there was a decrease of 42,9. 


- 
60, Under Charges of District! Administration, the excess of 43,1 was chiefly contributed by 
North-Western Provinces (14,7), Madras (36,7), Bombay (6,9), and the Central Provinces (4,9), 
wisterbalanced by savings inthe other Provinces except India, where there was a petty excessy"" The 
due to additional expenditure necessitated by the famine, In the North-Western 
iment of temporary establishment in connection with the acquisition of land 
Canal and Railway purposes, accounted fora portion (6) of the excess, and in Madras a large | 
ion (23,6) was due to fees for searches in Registration Offices in connection with the grant of = 
under the Land ‘Improvement and Agriculturists’ Loans Acts in districts affected by famine, |. 
din Madura for reclamation of lands under the Periyar works. The savings in Burma (4,5), Assam 
\§), and the Punjab (1,3) occurred chiefly under Salaries and Allowances, and were due to the absence 
oficets on leave and a lower rate of Exchange Compensation Allowance. In Burma the saving was 
Piterbalanced to the extent of 2,3 by excess expenditure under Survey establishmenty The saving 


Bengal (15,6) is nomit g due to a change inthe method of adjusting fees realized on travelling 
nt Hee 0 lpn civ appa aren under this head instead of being credited 
tecelpts, this there was an c “of 1,2 under Salaries, of 39 under Allowances 
po of ‘compenastoh allowances, ‘of 2,4 under. Supplies and Service 
pesca : ut hanes? S 












a 3.— Land Revenue— continued. 
and Bantiagehaes, counterbalanced by a saving of 3,2 in Record Room charges. The \ 
--compared,yith the previous year, are mainly due to. the causes explained above, 
“1, Under Survey and Settlement the saving in most of the Provinces was due partly 
‘charges for professional Surveys; in Burma 7,0 of the saving was due to partial or entire 
‘of Settlement Operations and Departmental Surveys in certain districts ; in the North-Western 

the Settlement Operations were not as extensive inticipated. In Punjab the saving (1,7) was 
result of a saving of 5,7, due partly to over estimate and partly to delay in the commencement 
Settlement Operations in the Muzaflargarh district, and an excess of 4,1 due to the creation of 
appoiatment of Settlement Commissioner. 1a Bombay the saving was due to less expenditure 
Supplies and Services on account of Cadastral Maps and to larger recoveries of contributions from 
States for Foreign service, which are deducted from charges, counterbalanced by an increase un 
professional surveys, due chiefly to a lump deduction ordered in the Estimate by the Government, 
Under Land Records and Agriculture the saving amounted to 7,9. The excess of 2,3 in th 
rovinces and of 2,4 in the Punjab occurred in the Patwari Fund expenditure, dife in 
¢ to famine, and in the latter to no provision havirg been made for the Chenab Colony Funj, 
of 6.6 in Bombay was due mainly to temporary famine establishments (2,1), and pl 
establishments (5), for which no provision was made ; to increased travelling charges of Circledimspecton 
(44), and to payment of grain compensation (4,0). ‘These increases were partly counterbalanced by 

wing of 9, chiefly in salaries, and 1,6 due to the establishment of tapedars and kotware having b 
low the sanctioned scale, The principal savings occurred in Burma (4,3), due to ie | 
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tthe supplementary survey of the Minbu and Sagaing districts having been only partially ulilised. 
Assam there was a saving of (3,2) due chiefly (o the establishment of District Mandals and Kanung 
having been below sanctioned strength (2,4), and to the appointment of second Superintendent ag 
having been filied up In the North-Western Provinces the saving was (9,8) due chiefly to sa 
in the pay and allowances of Patwaris and Kanungoes, An increase of 3,9 in establishment charga 
consequent on {famine has been counterHialanced by savings. In Madras the Estimate is usually pitch 
high. The excess over the actuals cf the previous year in the Central Provinces, Punjab, and Bomba 
wete chiefly due to the causes explained above. 

63. The excess under Commission on Collections occurred in Burma (13,0), and was due partly 
sufficient allowance not having been made for growth of revenue, and partly (1,4) to the deputatia 
of an officer in connection with the question of the administration of inland fisheries in the Irrawadd 
Division. The lower figure of the previous year was due partly to agricultural distress a1 
ess collection of revenue, ‘The decrease in the Central Provinces was due 10 remissions 
sions of arrears of revenue owing to famine, i 
64. Under Allowances to District and Village Officers the excess occurred in the Central Pro 
© and represents remunerations of kotwars (13,8) and grain compensation allowance (3,9) in consequ 

‘of famine, for which no provision was made, In Madras the Estimate was pitched too high, andi 
“Bombay the allowances were not fully claimed during the year, and the adjustments on account 
alienated lands were less than the Estimate. ies 

65, In England the excess was due to Lew Charges in connection with appeals from India bei 
larger than was anticipated. 
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saving in cOripctisin wit tho B 
sae Widens respectively. As usual 


‘the outturn of the crop, which in the year Tr review amouy 

against 100,000 maunds in the Estimate, and 87,281 maunds the actual pre 

pyear, The Payments to Cultivators, which form the bulk of the charges, fell short 

‘in both Agencies. Under Opiem Factory the savings in both Agencies were due to less 

freight and manufacturing charges. The higher expenditure, as compared with the actuals of 
previous yeat, in the Behar Agency, was due to larger payments for timber, and in the Benares A 
to higher manufacturing charges. Under District Sta? the excess in the Benares Agency was di 
chiefly to payment of grain compensation (8) and to higher travelling charges (6), The excess over 
the actuals 6f the previous year occurred chiefly in transit and weighment charges. The excess of 9 _ 
in Bombay was due to the payment of the privilege leave allowance of the Opinm Agent, Benares. 
This excess was covered by re-appropriation sanctioned by the Government of India, 
& 67. The excess in England was due to larger demands than anticipated for store 
expenditure due to famine is estimated at 25, The saving under Exchange Compensath 
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68, ‘The Indian e Givendilaies ae ‘compared with the Budget ‘Estimate and the actuals of the previo 
year, showed: savings of 96,7 and §0,1, respectively. ‘The savings, compared with the Budget, occurr 
chiefly in. 5 due to over-estimate under Salaries, Establishment and Contingencies 
Pare ‘Ai, In India there was a saving of 24,1, of which 7,8 occurred under the first mi 


‘to less | “outlay. ‘on petty construction and repairs (2,6) and to Jess expenditure 
(5,3); ee eee | in the Indus preventive line, and 16,3 ander 
; ‘ salt, chief 


‘to slackness of trade, : 
Baroda and Central India Railway Company on 
a esr teeta 
2 os s pu i 
r tad of the Orisea Salt Department, and which also accounts ie inc 
‘The excess in England was due to larger demands for stores than anticipated, 
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_« 70. The actuals agree closely with the Budget, there being an excess « 
“This occurred under Charges on Sale of Stamps, including discount in al 
Ma (6), and was due to large sales of stamps, and in the North-Western 

and cther contingencies connected with water-marked ‘paper, the use 
the Province during the year. These excesses wete counterbalanced to the 
Bombay owing to smaller issues of stamps of low denominations 
yed. Under Stamps supplied from Central Stores the variations in 
am (5), Bengal (2,1), and Punjab (5) were due to over-estimates ; 
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7a. The Indian expenditure execeded the Budget Estimate by. 29,1 and the actuals of the 
year by 27,8. The excess occurred chiefly in Madras (36,5 and 28,6, respectively), and was 
nominal, being due to achange in, the distribution of the charges between Salt and Excise sa 
vafter the. Budget was framed. The excess due to this caus was covered by re-appro 
sanctioned by the Local Government. Burma ‘contributed 1,5 of the excess due to higher p 
under rewards, owing to rigorous measures takenefor the suppression of illicit trade. The 

in the Central Provinces was due chisly to the construction of certain distilleries not having be 
undertaken during the year (2,0), and partly to petty saving under Disteict Executive Establi 
ments, In Bengal the saving occurred under contingencies (6.7), counterbalanced by higher chi 

under supplies and services (1,2), and under District Executive Establishment (2,9), chiefly ur 
travelling and grain compensation allowances. 3 ‘* 
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74 The expenditure exceeded the Budget Estimate by 7 and the actuals of the previous year 
‘by8,0, The excess over the Budget occurred chiefly in Burma (3,6), and was due mainly to a change 
"jim the system of treating over-time fees earned by Customs establishment, These fees were formerly paid 
to the officers who earned them, but since June 1897 have been credited as Miscellaneous Customs 
Revenue, the paymeats made against them being charged under this head. There was a corresponding 
increase under VII.—Customs. The saving in Bengal was due to the establishment being below the 
Be \ctioned strength, In Madras the provision for establishment at Other Ports was not fully utilized, ~ 
| Im Bombay the decreuse was due to absence of officers and to lower payments of rewards im the 
| Presidency Division, ; 
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75, The expenditure showed a saving of 4s compared with the Budget 
‘that of the previous year by 2,0. The excess over the previous year in 
introduction of the Income Tax Act into Mandalay town with effect from Apt 
‘due to higher establishment charges in the year under review. The saving of 
Arith the Budget, occurred ander Allowances, The small excess of in Madras] 
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76. The Vidian expenditure sh showed a saving, as ‘compared with the.Hudger Recimate, of 27:8, au 

txcess over the actuals of the previous year of 14,9. ‘The saving is spread over all the Provinces e3 

India, where there wasan excess due mainly to charges ia England in connection with Padouk 

| ‘eld in the London market, 1,131 tons having been sold against au expected sale of 500 tons, 
7 Under Timber, etcy removed by Government Azency the excess in India has been expl 

sera a i awe ent erg or tg ine Cor 
sance Department, Madras, In Bengal “the number of sleepers cur exceeded the estimate, In 





saving, which was contributed to by all the Provinces, was 
‘subordinate Forest and Dep6t Establishment, — nits 
saving océurred chiefly under Other Charges (38,7). The largest savings 
and Bombay (12,9). ‘The former was due mainly to a large provision for extension 
jn connection with the Survey of India parties, which was not worked up to, In B 
sion for the erection of forest boundary marks by famine labour was not fully utilized, and cer 
provided for were not carried out, These savings were counterbalanced to the extent of 3,0 by 
“transfer to this head of charges of grain compensation allowance provided for under stabs 
“The savings in the other Provinces were chiefly due to works of construction and forest i 
having been carried out to the extent proposed, Under Estab/ishment the saving amou 
1e to 19,1, and was spread over all the Provinces except Assam and Madras, where th 
» reorganization of the subordinate establishment was not fully provided for, In the 0 
inces the saving was due chiefly to the absence of officers on leave, to lower rates 
nge Compensation, and to full effect not having been given to the reorganization scheme. 
jbay the saving, due to absence of officers and the low rate of exchange compensation allowanc 
"augmented by the transfer of chargeson account of grain compensation referred to above. The ¢ 
‘over the previous year (20,7) was mainly due to the reorganization of the subordinate F 
Establishments, and to variations in the number and class of officers on duty, 7 
7. The excess in England was due toa larget demand for stores from Bombay, 
and 
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| Bo. The charges were less than the Budget Estimate by 6, and exceeded those of the p 
‘by 711. The saving, as compared with the Budget, was the result of excesses in Bengal (: 
9), and savings in all the other Provinces, chiefly in the North-Western Provinces ( 
‘and Bombay (1,4). The above excesses were, in both Provinces, due to the expansion 
| the department, to which cause the excess over the actuals of the previous year was 
"saving in the North-Western Provinces occurred under commission to Sub 
R are under the first head was due to the abandonment of the scheme for the 
lanual, and to less travelling and contingent charges, and under the second head 
“estimate (3;1); counterbalanced by increased payment of commission and 
ceipts in consequence of famine, and to the grant of privilege leave i 
saving was due ta falling off of revenue. 
: f ¢ 





‘ alias Wee sae ick kag ioc aba Ply 
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Banks of Bengal and Bombay. The increase of teat Eagan x 
js ett ens ced a higher ale of ina, 






The decrease of 210,4 as beeen CET VN actuals of the aaevisha ree was. 
to the adjustment of the premium on loans in India in 1896-07, and 
i investment of cash balance at a higher rate of interest during that year in England, 























zu —Interest, 
tadia, | Prove 
Accounts . 1896-97 « 2 
Ox.Loans to Native | Budget Yor sae 4 
bin 3 
Accounts «1896-97 « 
Bee Remit os Budget 3 a 
‘Accounts .. \, 
Accounts «1896-97 « 1 f 316 | 
To Sie Pa Corps and }| Budget < S| a3] ct tas | us | 183 
Revised LYisorse +] 100] 42 108 | 345 | 15.0 
Accounts « 100 | 42 139 | 367 | 159 
Beige: x 3 listes 
To Landholders and( | Budget 3 3 } 5 
iti Revised. . B0 3 5 
santas th ae 1897708 H E94 ers eae 
ne oie ae | ol 
Eel gee a Hee) Juss. eo] 53 gt | 103 | tot 
Special Laws. Accounts 30 To] 1h2] 93. 
































‘the year. The interest on the investment of the nominal value of 2,048,7 made during 189 
Fnet become due till goth June £897, as explained in last year’s report, thus increasing the 
‘and credited in the year under report, The following statement shows the balances of 
‘kinds of loans during the last five years :—Owing to the amalgamation of Upper and 
ma, the balances of loan under Mofussil Municipalities (5,1) and under Advances to Cultivators 
‘Upper Burma on 31st March 1897 have been transferred from Imperial to Provincial Advai u 
‘Account, hence the reduction in the balances under these loans in the Imperial section of 
on the gist March 1898: 7 
jist March — 318t March ist pest 
A aged es ames aie 


sue 
785504 
43,6 
87,0 
67,6 


Sereda aid able 86,5 


i Toran 8,191,6 


Meee Es 


1,350,0 
233 
67 
i522 
2214 
878.7 


2,835,5 
11,027, 


eth, 492.8 


Percentage reckoned on balance st end 
of year . * . Paya ey 4469 


84, The interest paid in 1897-98 by the Local Governments to the Government of India 
count of the loans held on the Provincial account amounted to 154,4, while the actual sum rea 
‘and credited to Provincial revenues amounted in the aggregate to 156,6, The fluctuations 
erent heads are explained below. 
Under Interest on Loans to Native States the receipts in India, which were on account 
to Baoni States, the Maharaja of Ajaigarh and the Sultan of Muskat elosely agree 
et Estimate, In Bengal the payment of interest, both current and arrear, on the Cooch | 
Joan was deferred till 1901-1902, under orders of the Government of | 
agth July 1898, _ t 
86, Under Presidency Corporations the short receipt of 2,0 in Bengal, in 
of the previous year, was due to the reduction of the outstanding balances of 
ta Municipality and the Port Trust. In Madras the increase was due to 
taken by the Harbour Trust Board in 1895-96, f f 


Under /nterest on Loans to Municipal and other Public Corpo 
1 of interest on advances in the Military Department, 
Le * { ~ 


ag 





es the excess (3,1) onbotes cel ga 
jncreate in Maiitan'was the cesclt oh the’ 


ccllajer to Loant toLJedichders and’ ober Nevabilties the excons in Th 


foanderstinate ‘The variations in Bombay over Budget and actuals ofthe previous year ‘were due 
| receipt of 9 from the Jath State on acccunt of interest on loans granted to if during the 
year, which no provision was made in the original Estimate, 


8g, Interest on Advances to Cultivators—Tha small receipt in India, as compared with the Budget, 


‘due to the repayment of advances. In the Central Provinces the receipts fell below the Budget 
ctuals of the previous year owing chiefly so the prevailing scarcity, in consequence of whicl 
were unable to meet their liabilities. In Burma and the North-Western Provinces 
crease, both over the Budget and the actuals of the previous year, was due to unexpected recoveries. 
2 Bengal the receipts from cultivators fell off by 1,7 as compared with the Budget, owing to scarcity i 
his decrease was partly counterbalanced by increased receipts of 1,3 on account of the Rajapur Drain 
1. The interest on additional investment made in 1896-97 enhanced the receipts under Jnfé 
Currency Investments as explained above. 
0. The variation under Interest on Securities of Provincial Funds in Madras was due to invest- 
nt made during the year. ‘The decrease under /uferest on Overdrawn Capital of Railway Companies 
as due to smaller recoveries from the Assam-Bengal Railway, and to no adjustment having been 
\de on account of interest payable by the Guaranteed Railways. Under Other Icems the receipts in India 
ind in Bombay in 1897-98 included interest on some special advances to the Banks of Bengal and Bombay. 
high figure of 1896-97 was due, as explained in last year's Report, to the premium of 124,2 on the 
per cent. loan of 1896-97, reduced by commission (6,2) on 3} per cent. loans transferred to that loan, 
fnerease in Bengal and Madras was chiefly due to receipts on account of interest on arrears of 
nues, 
1. In England the increase was due to the investment’ of cash’balaice af a higher rane ot tnkebead 
a was estimated for a portion of the year. 














































2. The total charges inthis section showed a saving of 77,7 as comp 
et Estimate, and excess of 18,4 over the actuals of the previous years. As 
former, exchange accounts for a decrease of 172,5. The increase of 4,8 under 
ds was mainly due to the payments in England (117,8) and India (5055) on a 
0 ount on the loans raised during the year, and to larger payments of interest in Eng 
Ceudia Bills (60,1), counterbalanced by reduced transfer to Railway, ete., Hipage 
to reduction in Railway Capital expenditure incurred during the year, to smaller 
of interest on loans (109,1),,and 23,8 in payment of interest on Savings Bank De; 
93. As compared with the previous year, the excess was due chiefly to the adj 
in 1897-98 of interest due to the Uncoyenanted Service Family Pension Fund for 1 
was explained in previous year's report, and the payment of discount on the loans raise 
both in India and in England, counterbalanced by the savings caused partly by the rise in 
rate of exchange and partly by the transfer of alarger portion of interest charges in Indi 
to Railway Revenue Account and Irrigation Works, in consequence of the increase in 
“total capital expenditure on State Railways and Irrigation Works, 



















13,—Interest on Ordinary Debt, 

94 Before proceeding to examine'the interest’ charges in detail, it is usual to exhibit 
amount of loans raised or discharged during the year, and the following figures supply the 
particulars for 1896-97 and 1897-98 — 






Debt incurred — 
India Stock . . . . anit 


Totat Incunnen . 
Debt discharged— 
At 4 percent, . . . + a . 
At 3} per cent. Debentures. . 
South Indian Railway Debentures, 
: Tora, Discuancrp 
Nerm Exouan 
erin Inpra avn Exotaxn —, +6,924,9 


TEMPORARY DEBT. 


Exouax>— 
1scoe Temporary Loans Incurred sg, 
25000 ‘Temporary Loans Discharged 





10000 






* The above amounts are exclusive of 105. cancelled, comprising 95,0 charged 
‘of the Kast Indian, Basiern Bengal, and Sind, Punjab and Delhi Rallwaya, and cos 
|<. 95; The Budget in India provided for a public loan of 4,600,0. 
State reduced the amount of the loan to 27009, and this sum wast 









; Soraipiabebe dent for tu Badges 


ey 2,000,0 was provided for temporary loans on the Security ciladle-Biha ot omeed sum 
| 1,000,0 was required to pay off an equal amount of the temporary loans outstanding on 31st March 
‘but in consequence of sang of drawing of the India Bills, it was necessary to enhance the 


oe st 


97: The total Interest on debt paid in India and in England is shown below :— 


‘wBoiro7. Rates Duiwt. tn INDIA ON S1BT MARCH 1897. 
‘Principal. 


46,4 
200,2 
sata 


1,022)3 
$:230,0 
visits 6 


as 328.6 


34 

+ 1082112 | 3,769.8 

Interest on Loane in course of discharge 7. 
Discount on Loans ané Miscellaneous. 


Torat Intexest var ww Inpta . 


England . r 
Exchange. i 


Torat Invexest ram im Enctaxp . 
GRAND TOTAL. 


Interest due, ‘Budget, 


ee 
of 


189798, 


46,0" 
210,2 


46,0 
210;2 
3,280,0 
3770 
50 
3,868.2 
10,0 


3,878,2 


3,907.7 
357958 


Mitac 
193658 


4,069, 
22915 


6,360,6 
10,1803 


68. This total amount was divided between Interest on Ordiaary Debt and Interest on Debt for 
Railways and Irrigation as shown below :-— 


180-07. 
"% Interest on Ordinary Debt— 
—igiss Ind 
7 land 

1630, ace 


17388 
2,9957 


5,126,9 
41945, 
789;3 


‘ary 
Exer) 


15056 
2,71) 
11,7938. 


3,006,0 


5,383.8 
1,189, 
78554 


73591 


10)365.1 


72837 


motcsio 


99: The ps payment in India was less than the Budget Pa ee by 85. 7 The nana 
oceurred in payment of interest on the 3} per cent. loans, The figure under discount on 
represents discount on the new loan of 1897-98, for which no provision was made in the 
as, at the time of framing the Estimate, the price of paper ruled high, In England the inc 


over the Budget Estimate consists of 117,8 on account of the discount on the issue of 3,500,0 India 

af per cent. stock, 60,1 in interest on India Bills, counterbalanced by a decrease of 6,7 in interest on 
stock, and t0,0 for interest on temporary loans fram the Bank of England which 
decrease in compared with the Budget Estimate and with the 

‘of the previous year, was.due to the more favourable rate of exchange obtained during the 

The large reduction in India under Ordmary Dedt was due to a saving (5855) ie 

ol interest on rei areascie Copal Expenses yo Rey Be 

Works co noes ley “the Capital 




















45h 

se 

mT 

“tot. The expenditure in India was less than the Budget Estimate by 28,5, aud more than tht 

als of the previous year by 57,2. The savings, as compared with the Budget, occurred chiefly under 

Bank Deposits in India on account of interest on Post Office Savings Bank Deposits (24,61 in 

y Eeeaspaecnce of inves withdcawals than were anticipated, of 1,0 in the interest on Regimental Sayings. 

Deposits, aud of § on other accounts.. These savings were partly counterbalauced by increases 

ae 146 under State Railway Provident Institutions and 7 under Civil Engineers’ Provident Fund. Under 

Speciat Loans the decrease of 6 in India was in the annuities on account of 8 per cent, Madras 

val Loans, and that of 8 in North-Western Provinces was on account of lapses and vundrawa 

‘of Wasika pension, The saving in Bembay was caused by the transfer of some endow: 
junds to the hands of Trustees. The decrease under Miscellamous was chiefly on account 

“interest on the balances of Railway Funds. The increase, as compared with the actuals of the previous 

occurted under Treasury Notes. and Servise Funds, and was on account of adjustment 

1897-98 of interest due to the Uncovenanted Service Family Pension Fund for 1896-97, as explained it 

ast year’s Report. an 
"402. Out of the excess of g in Bengal, 5 have been sanctioned by the Local Go 
tiation, and the remaining 4, together with 1,4 in Burma and 2 in Punjab (which arose m 
Ppemanection with the interest on the Deposits in State Railway Provident Institutions), still await 


of the interest on Treasury Notes and Service Funds and Sad 














x Hier. i | Total, including kngland 








Interest on Treasury Notes and Service Funds, — 


Bengal ingore Fand . . . 


Tor . 


Interest on Savings Bank Deposits. 
Post Office Savings Banks. 
Presidency Savings Banks 
State Ralleny Provident 















"Recners « ‘ Poa! 
EXPENDITURE . . Bab ee 2,891,2 2,878,0 


_Ner a +916 +4703 





Post Orrice (NET) «. ‘ ‘ +780 +1319 
7 TELEGRAPH (NET) . . 3 —- 7 +252,8 
Bet: )8 Mint (NET) aN as < +14,3 +85,6 6 
ais The net receipt in this section exceeded the Budget Estimate by 409,5 and the 
actuals of the previous year by 201,2. The largest improvement occurred in the net re 
of the Telegraph Department, and was mainly due to the abnormally large increase im 
traffic owing to the Military operations on the North-West Frontier, the famine, plague 
the earthquake of June 1897 in Assam. 
05. Under Post Office the growth of revenue from the sale of Postage singe 
Money Order Receipts was much above the normal, but the improvement was partly counter- 
balanced by an increase (11,0) in the adjustments of exchange on the sterling pay: 
} Howls, Colonial and other Foreign Post Offices, 
© 706. The gradual improvement in the net results of the transactions of the Fone ‘Depart 
‘ment for the last five years is shown by the following figures :— eee 
(Net Receipts. ©” 
































1893-94 
1894-95 
1895-96 
1896-97 
189738 








“107. The improvement in the net receipts of the Mint over the Budget Esti 
chiefly due to an exceptionally large dollar coinage for the Straits Settlements and Po 
recoinage of large amounts of Kashmir and Bhopali rupees. Kar 


. Section €.—POST OFFICE, TELEGRAPH, AND Scivpemibagense 
XIII.—Post Office. 







 Aezcants Budget, 

A rout Pars! and otber Postage calle is. He 
"Bohs suger toe [se eae reyes ata 
35933 Service Ss aso case 2604 


41,3390 1,386,0 


27 Pat ETS” Fen Pou 

Offices aie 185 we cl ee 28 ae 
ty veggie i = ai a 
38. eae 
288 Onna Recers 




























‘Dasrater Post Cottrerions — 
‘Central Provinces - . . tt 16 


APR. cle Ses 16 23 
«Panjab. R 5 6, 


GRAND TOTAL 1,827,3, 


e total fevenue exceeded the Budget Estimate by 51,9 and the’actuals’o! the 
The increase over the Budget occurred chiefly under Sale of Ordinary Stamps 

oY, oovce Stamps (10,4), and Money Order Receipts (21,9), and ‘was “due to the growt 
‘operations of the department being much above the niofmal, jnconvequenice ‘cf ‘the famine, 
Military Opérations on’ the North: West» Fro: . ‘This improvement owas» partly co 
y the enhanced deduction under Payments to English, Colonial and other Foreign Post O, Offets (149 
ing to the adjustment of exchange on the sterling payments to the London Post Office'for tke] 
xchangg of letters and parcels, and to the payments of arrears to certain colonial and other 

There was'a small improvement of 1,1 under Mail Cart, Parcel Van, Passenger and Goods Sersice 

duet the extension of traffic on the Simla-Kalka line, but this increase was more than covered by 
decease of 1,6 under Parcel and other Postage collected in Cash, chiefly owing to a reduction. in't 
amount of postage taxed on unpaid and insufficiently paid covers, and the introduction’ of ‘the’ system 
| “registered” newspapers axder which postage fees’on'thete piblications arc realized invwtampsy, 












io." As’ compared” with the “previous year, "the improvement “which” occurred under 
| ©. qwasichiefly due to the famine-and the ‘Military Operations “onthe North-West Frontier, 
‘small.extent to thé plague, 


head 
to 


> XIV.—Telegraph. 


Inpiaw Tecrcraras— 


















Message Revenue— 
(4360 Sale of Stamps deducting ‘Refunds; etc, . 0 438,0 45703 
33:7 Receipts from other Administrations + 370 40.0 

song's Other Receipts by Cash, b. Fags Shimps and Book 
Transfer. oh ee Lego oo —tytay 
ae 735.9 g1O,0 
— — 

i Other Revenue 

&* 157.6 Rent of Wires and Instruments leased to Railways and 
- Canals, 22) see sw 5 TERR Re 
ic . 160 Rent of Local and Private Lines | =]. ) agg 17,0 
5 wgear 7 Royalty from Telephone Compitiies. 1 P4yy 18 
ele $9 Recoveries from Guarantors. 2 a pacer bt 
S'S. 38 Miscellaneous Revenue». , gg 307 
— eens! nil 
1844, YT ATO8 
877.4 Torat Inpian Teceararns ipods ae 
Invo-Busortax Tecactarus. . , , 0810 aa, 


Te 
grate es ‘orat Inia 1,081,0. 


Excuaxaz , 


0 
< meer The osteo is ak iene ‘year was derived principally from pn 
the bere such messages increased from 608,612 in 1896-97. to 870,278 in 18 
to the Military Operations on the North-West Frontier, The famine, plague and the BA ie 
7 contributed'to some extent tothe abnormal increase in State messages. There 
in receipts from private trafhe, which, during a part of the year 1897-98, was 
jons in grain, silver, and gold, while the earthquake in June 1899 and the Military 
r caused an increase in private telegeams. Plague and famine, interfered in so 
and affected the receipts. The number of private messages increased from 
4,842,949 in 1897-98, The decrease of 9,2 jn the Rent of Wires aud Instruments leased te. 
nd Canals was due to the reduction in rate sanctioned by the Government India 
ks Department letter No, 183T., dated roth August 1896. The increase ove: ee | 


was due to the causes stated above, 












Indo-European Telegraphs. 

ref. The increase was due to the message traffic transferred from the Indian Telegraph Deptt 3 

havingsbeen larger than in the previous year and than that provided for in tl Budget 'stimate, 
compared with the Revised Estimate, was due to an interruption in the Teheran route 

Falguacy 1898. ¥ ss eS oO 











SeignomgeonSiver. 5. 4 we Ge 
1376 Gainon CopperCoimge . . . . + 6 500 40,9 
Other Receipts— “ 
a0 Galentige 5 dee Se) Bac ate a> ar ge ene 
aes: Bealey nwa avdety Tine a. NOL ee, 
-156,6 Tor =. 67,5 178,8 | 










‘auz, The revenue under this head showed an increase of 14,6 over the Budget Estimate andipe 
over the actuals of the preceding year. The greater portion of the improvement in comparison 
both the Budget and actuals of the previous year occurred in Bombay under Seignorage on ‘ 


Other Receipts. ‘The increase under the former was due to an exceptionally large 7 il 


for th its Settlements to replace Japanese silver coins, and that under the latter partly 
ee but chiefly to the re-coinage carried out for the Kashmir and Bhopal Durbar 


The decrease under Grix on Copper Coinage was due to the unprecedeatedly large absorption — 
af sore in connection with famine relief works in the previous year, 


4. The increase under Other Receipts in Calcutta was due mainly to the re-coinage a 
ngs and the coinage of cents for the Straits Settlements, 3 


ake 













69,8 Carey Orrice, Carcurm . 7S 
884.1 Preswexcy xp Districr 
WOrnces! 5. ally 918.1 903,8 
~  Convrvancr or Mans— E 
lishment and Con- 
a ese 
Railway Charges 5 1180 118,8 aya 
Mail “Cart, Parcel Van, 
Passenger and Goods 
Service, Establishment and 




































Charges Sree yas * = 67.9 64,9 
Other 4) ae eee 
2938 oe — x85 
16,3 Discount ox Sax or Postage 
Sts. gk 1713 
678 ‘Summ . .  . 63,7 
$41 Stavionrry axp Prinmine | 61,8 
“ge 739 Misceuawzous ., _ 3 
we 1,388,3 Tomy « 144307 
het Ay; Disraict Post Cuanors— “3 
. dia 35 315 ,! 
ug ce D3 5 8,0 79 
16,2 16,7 16.5 ce 
48 48 48 - 
36,5 40,0 BOS ae 
19,1 198 196 ame 
22,5 23,2 a at 
10,7 10,7 70.7. Viney 
10,9 11,0 10,7 
1345 ——— 1367, ——— 
1,518,0 Tora 15752 1,566,8 1,363,0 
Exotaxp— ‘ 
Payments to the English Post ; 
DINO sh on dbo ay.) BO: 645 4 pers Bs 
States AF Pees) as, poh SAAD 47,0 47 
MLS 19 aogis' | —— ali 
73,6 Excnaxce he ee oe 69,2 61,3 60,3 
1.70341 GRAND TOTAL 1,749,3, 1,737, tals, 


© 4450 The expenditure in India was less 
| + of theifrevious year by 44,0. 


“M46. The saving (2,7) under Chief Ofice, Calcutta, as compared with the Budget, was due tiene 
{ agfangements and to a reduction in the number of Superint 


tendents attached to the Director General’, 
{ Difice (7), to less exchange compensation allowance and hill journey charges (6), to savings ish 





than the Budget Estimate by 13,2, but exceeded ene act 



















[Seat charges in consequence of leaves and temporary vacancies (1,2), and to less charges for purchase 


braid Srtaic of furniture and petty contingencies (3). Under Presidency and District Dfices. the saving 
(pt Tay Was due chiefly to the provision for ret of establishment not having been fully utili 


‘to lente arrangements and temporary vacancies in Post Office establishments (3,3), to gain in 
ed offices (2,7); to smaller charges for salaries of officers due to leave and deputations: 













sats (43). The excess under this head over the actuals of the previous” year (19,9) 
ly’ to the normal expansion of the Post Office establishment (13,2), and partly to] ) 
| Pol grainjcompensation allowances (8,8), counterbalanced to the extent of 2,0 by savings 
ote Under Road Estatlishment and Contingencies the excess of a was the chief t 

Yipes for grain compensation allowance (3.9), and for extn despatch of letters ( 

. and of savings due to an over-catimate undet Rainy Season and Miscella 
| and to the abolition of a number of contracts for conveyance of mails.in 1 Burma, a 
















is coh Nig ior 
a us fe me 





- Charged ‘occurred chiefly in the payments to the East aie ian, vide ln 


a 5 Railways (6,8), partly counterbalanced by heavy payments (6,0) on account of 

tiott of the special train service from the 17th September 1897, The increase over the weasle mre 

_ previous Year was » mainly due to the introduction of the special train service system and to, 1 
| to the Great Indian Peninsula and North-Western Railways in consequence of the age 

“the Railway Mail Service business, Under Mar Cart, Parcel Vam, Passenger and Goods Service 

nts and Charges, the saving was due to excessive provision made with reference to the 

» i gem the maintenance of transport animals (8), and an over-estimate for contingent oe 

decrease, as compared with the previous year, was due to the high cost in 1896-97 of the maintenan 

animals. The excess under Other Charges, both as compared with the Budget and the prem e 
© previous year, was due to certain arrear payments to the P. and O, Company. The increase ii 
ordiiary stamps accounts for the excess under Discount on Sale of Postage Stamps as pate 
withthe previous year, The saving under Sudsidies was due to the termination of the contract s 
the India General Steam Navigation Company for the conveyance of Assam Mails (1,0), non-paym 
sums of 3, counterbalanced, to the extent of g, by arrear payments and payments. for a 
services during the year. The excess of 9 under Stationery and Printing was due to an under-es 
for stationery, and the excess, as compared with the previous year, was due to larget supplies of station 
‘and more printing work done for the Department. Under AMzscellaneous the excess of 4 was tue 
under-estimate of payments for compensation for lost insured articles. The excesses under 
and Printing and Miscedsancous have been met by fe-appropriations sanctioned by the Dir 
‘of Post Office, 

119. Under Disrict Post Charges the excesses in the Central Provinces, Bengal, and the No 

_ Provinces were due chiefly to payments of grain compensation allowances, and the increase, % 
“to the subsidy, sanctioned with effect from the 2sth March 1897, for conveyance of mails bet 
gup and Kalindaung, partly counterbalaced by a saving of 5 under establishments and contin; 
excess in the Central Provinces has been met by an additional grant sanctioned by the Gove 
India, and those in Burma, Bengal, and the North-Western Provinces by re-appropriations sane 
the Local Governments. The extra charges due to famine are estimated at 25,8, The 
_Exehange Compensation Allowance are 7. 













16.—Telegraph. 
Indian Telegraphs. 

























Capital Account, is 
Acton. = Bede, Maecds— Accomat, A 
asp ARIA nd. gtd oak Tes we, ay! an, 60 GES: fag Bot 
Sena Ey RANT a Sas aa op em | 1080: 8 oat 
Pag Revenue Account, 7” 
MOM Gogh Indian (is oe ieee in Ott 617,5 
AR SP Far rae, a er Nd Ss 40 
es. ‘i Panel meee 
747 Aan 85755 795.8 
yap Mesbenge<>) ah Meindl yoke yi) ye. 8 TO 53.6 
784:7 . Totat Ixpian TeLecrarus + 9294 849.4 
Kose Indo-European Telegraph. 
‘= yl, See Ss esha a rai Ses meh a «718 67,0 
"> ng Eoplinad tesa, tee 
Ne Red Ses and Indian Telegraph Company. y 
gp Bo Engand 5 es ie eS 18,0. 


Eastern Teleeraph comany. 


it 


saat a y ntadian Te * Me 
“1181 The expendlitut® ate 1897-98 was 67,3 more ee he iptevious year 4 
enditure in India was made partly toa greater demand for the construction of ° 
ines of telegraph, and partly to increased working expenses owing to the expansion of 0 
e Department. During the year 1897-8 ten new Departmental and sixty-three Postal « 
rer ‘opened, The increase in the expenditure in England was due to larger expenditure on 
dal expenditure of the year fell short of the Budget Estimate, owing partly to rest 
under the orders of the Government of India, and partly to short outlay on works 
fogramme of the year not having been fully worked upto. ‘There was also a 
igh allowances paid in England, including exchange, ‘The extra charges due to famige are 
2,9. The savings under Exchange Compensation Allowance are’ 2,4. 


: Indo-European Telegraphs. 
“19. Ine decrease in the capital expenditure was due partly to the buildings for the signalling site 
| Teberan having been almost completed during 1896-97, and partly to larger issues of stores for rep 
|" gfland tines and cables in the Gulf section, while the inerease under Revenue was due to an ie 
x ee homeward traffic and in the percentage of traffic carried by the Indo-European route. 
16 The increase over the Budget estimate was due to the increased payments in Engfand in respect 
~ ot i mentioned above, 


wr =. 17.—Mint, 


Estantrsacents— 


Caleta 6 
Bombay 5 ke 


Loss oF Wisattt 18 Corkacn— 
Calcutta, 
Bombay 

Ornee Cuakors— 


Calcutta . 
Bombay 


Torat Caleutta 
» Bombay 


» India. 
* England 
” Exchange 


618 GRAND TOTAL . 53.2 


— a 
le ed Establishment the accounts showed excess of expenditure both in Calcutta and 
of 1,3 in Calcutta was-due to increase of expenditure of 2,1 on account of extra establis 
‘additional grant 6f 2,0 was sanctioned in Financial Department No. 58-A., dated 6th January 
counterbalanced by savings of 8 under Operative establishment and under ‘Salaries, due to’ 
—- furlough of the Mint and the Assay Masters. The inctease of 4,0 in Bombay was chiefly 
‘ifiusually large dollar coinage and to a large coinage of small silver in connection with the” 
which led to the entertainment of large temporary establishments and to an increase of 
r allowancés. The difference in the actuals of two years was due to the reasons given above, and to the 
be that ‘the actuals of 1896-97 Were low on account of absentees, 
122. The increase under Lossiof Weight in Cofhage, both in Calcutta and Bombay, over the 


oa inBothbay over the accoufits of the preceding year was due to the re-coinage of large ar 


"mir and Bhopali rupees and other uncurrent coins 
12g, The increase under Other Charges, both in Calcutta and Bombay, was the result 
-expendituré in the purchase of Local stores, The excess of 3,2 in Calcutta was covered by an 
be “grant aes g\5 sanctioned in the letter quoted above. 7 
* 
ely ibay ont of the excess of 20,9 over the Budget, g,o were covered ‘by “additional 

gonctio by, the Government of India in their letters Nos. 4796-A. and og. dated gE 

and 161 mber 1897, respectively, and 11,0 were ‘sanctioned by re-appropriation from 
aise, ae Drawbacks, under Government of India No. 1235-A,, dated rgth ‘Marol 

ie excess of 1,8 in Calcutta and g in Bombay reguire sanction: + Gove 
‘charges due to famine are estimated at 1, ‘The shen fii 





ve 
nega 










Recounts, ‘ Budget. -Reviaed. 
© 1,678,6 Receipts rier tee a4. 8 6893 3)703,1 1, 723:5 
126, The receipts in this section showed an improyement of 34,3 over the Bud; 
mate, and of 44,9 over the actuals of the previous year. As compared with the Bu 
owas an improvement of 60,4 under Marine, due mainly to larger recoverics on h 
of vessels employed in conveying troops to the South Coast of Africa, Mombas: ueZ, 
© and to and from the Cape and Mauritius, and to larger Pilotage Receipts in Bengal ; aad 23,9 
“under Police, chiefly due to recovery from the Burma Railway Company ofits share of the 
cast of Railway Police from 1st September 1896, and to large receipts on account of private 
watchmen in the town of Bombay ; there were also small improvements under Medical (2,6 
and Scientific and other 4inor Departments (3,2). These increases were partly counterb 
“by"decreases of 11,9 under Law and Justice—Courts of Law, due chiefly to a change 
sayetam of Téalization of KurkAotia¥ (eeu th'the: North-WasteriC Provinces ; of a9,0%imdaee 
eand Justice—Jails, due mainly to a smaller denand for jail manufactures, and to 
ission of convicts in an enfeebled condition unfit for remunerative labour, and of fg 
dueation, chiefly in fees and fines. ‘ae 
127, The increase, as compared with the actuals of the previous year, occurred 
sunder Marine (40,2), and Police (15,4), due to the causes explained above affecting the 
"ment over the Budget, 



















XVIA.—Law and Justice—Courts of Law, 
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Tas 
‘consist chiefly of Magisterial fines, and are of an uncertain character; the. 
the largest {all occurs, seems to have been pitched too high, while in Madras the increase 
“due to large fecs realized by the High Court for printing, and also partly to the transfer to 


mm XXV.—Miscellaneous, of fines realized under the Police Act by Bench Magistrates, 
nceeds of Unclaimed and Escheated Property the decrease in India was due to the lapses of | 
of the Administrator General being smaller than asual, and much below the Budget.” The | 
men in Madras was due to the seizure of an unclaimed sum of 1,8 from a Rete rs 
istrict. Under Other Receipts the increase'in Bengal was due to larger receipts 
‘examinations of Pleaders (1,8), and from miscellaneous receipts. In Punjab the improvemen 
under “Other items.” 


























7 XVIB.—Law and Justice—Jails, 
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e, is the net outco ‘ations in all the provinces, the chief of which are a falling off of a8. 
Central Provinces, and of 11,5 in the North-Western Provinces, and an increase of 10,8 it Bel 
es Dies iacreaces are the results of smaller demands for jail manufactures, and the admission of a large 
| >> number of convicts in an enfecbled condition unfit for remunerative labour, while the increase in Ber 
was due to large supplies of manufactured articles to the Police and Military Departments. 
© Central Provinces the extent of the famine was not realized’ when the Budget was framed, which also. 
3 jided for a contract which the Reformatory School failed to obtai 
an outbreak of cholera in three Central Jails; and that in Bombay to the release of 
‘ers, well acquainted with factory work on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, to the 
th House of Correction, Bombay, and the difficulty in obtaining raw materials in the 


4 Under Sate-pri f Fail manufactures the decrease of 25,7, as compared with the 


Central Prison owing to plague restrictions, ‘The net receipts under this head, alter d 
\ding charges under 19B, are given below:—- y 
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130, The receipts under this head exceeded the Budget Estimate by 23,9, and the actuals of the 
ious year by 11,4. Under Police supplied to Raitways no provision was made in the Budget, as 
overy of the seven-tenths share of cost of Railway police is adjusted by deduction from expenditure; the 
wals represent the excess of the recovery from the Burma Railway Company for the period from 1st Sp © 
nber 1896 to March 1897, over the amount adjusted by deduction from expenditure int897-98. ‘The Revigt =~ 
an under-estimate, Under Potice supplied to Public Depariments, Private Companies and Persons 7 
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increase occurred chiefly in Bengal and Punjab, in the former being due to larger recoveries for'dlice 
pplied to Railway Companies (1,0) and for Punitive Police (5), and in the latter to larger Fecoveries 
supplied to private persons. Under Presidency Police, the improvement was almost entirel 
ay, where it was due to the large demand for Ramosis (private watchmen), owing to the absence of 
Psy of the inhabitants of the town in consequence of plague. Under Other Receipts the principal v % 
Fins ate increases in Burma (6,3), duc to adjustment of value of stores returned to the Military ft 
N, and:in Panjab (7); and decreases in Assam (2,8), duc toa change in the aystem of supplying rations ” 
nd making ration recoveries from the Military Police ; in Bengal (8) due to sinaller recoveries on 
count ‘of Village Police (1,4), counterbalanced by an increase under miscellaneous receipts (8), and in” 
North-Western Provinces (8) due to decrease in rewards to Police paid from sums received from 
wet departments and the public, The decrease under Police supplied to Municipal, Cantonmentuand —_— 
ran Pands occurred chiefly in Burma (1,5), dué to:non-recovery from the Mandalay Mui ipality, and in= 
North-Western Provinees (7), due to over-estimate, which was corrected in the Revised jon the other se] 
", there was.a small improvement in Bumbay (8), due to receipt from the Baroda Cantonment which 
sk anid ta Budget. Under Fees, Fines, and Forfeitures the not decrease was 5, the varias > 
abet wine Cattle Pound receipts jin “a 















most cases b Burina the improvement was. partly 
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Sale-proceeds of Vessels ‘and Stores. 
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| Revised 
__,agt, The receipts under this head exceeded the Budget Estimate by 60,4, of which 36,5 was under 
"Dockyard Services, etc., due chiclly to large recoveries (31,5) on account of hire of vessels employed in 
"4 conveying troops to the South Coast of Africa, Mombassa and Suez, and to and from the Cape and 
“Mauritius, and to large receipts (5,0) for works done for private individuals, ete.; 1,7 occurred under Sale. 
propecds of Vessels and Stores due to sales of vessels not anticipated in the Budget. Heavy shipments of 
rice to India and general improvenent in trade brought a large number of vessels to Burma ports, and 
resulted in an increase of 4,0 under Coast Light Dues; Pilotage Receipts in Bengal, which are @a 
fluctuating character, contributed 17,4 towards the improvement, The increase (40,2), as compared 
with the previous year, was also due to the cause stated above. 


X1X.—Education, 









Toran 













































al 
1896-97 
© Bees and Fines 
= - 
. Py 1896-97 
ee eon 
» “ otheesReceipte 























E882 erty Sest 


12. The receipts fell short of the Budget Batimate by 14,9, and of the previ 
decrease, 110 occurred under Fees and Fines ; in Bengal ay ae snipes 
Government Schools was not realized ; in Madras the falling off was chiefly ti fees | 
Soe ; and in Bombay the decrease was attributed to the prevalence of plag 
under Ovher Receipts, chiefly in Bombay, owing to small 
Central Book Depats. reitee Bhat Scie 2 
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133. The Indian receipts under this head exceeded the Budget Estimate by 2,8, but fell short of actuals 
‘of the previous year by 3,2. The improvement, as compared with the Budget, was mainly due to increases 
under Lunatic Asylum Receipts (1,5), chiefly in Burma (5), and the North-Western Provinces (9), the 
former being due to larger receipts from ncn-paupér patients, in consequence of the extension of the 
Rangoon Lunatic Asylum buildings, and the latter to improved receipts from the Dairy farm attached'te 
the Lunatic Asylum, Bareilly; and under Other Receipts (2,7) contributed chiefly by Madras (1,1) 
owing to the transfer to this head from XXV.—Miscellancous receipts {com private scavenging fees and 
sale-proceeds of manure and street sweepings, and by Bombay (6), owing to the adjustment of the value of 
medicines returned to the Medical Store Department by Civil Officers. The small decrease of 5 under 
Contributions was the result of considerable variations in the different Provinces, the principal of which 
are decreases of 2,6 in the Central Provinces and of § in the North-Western Provinces, owing to comtrix 
butions towards local dispensaries, village sanitation works, and vaccination having fallen off; amd of 
increases of 1,4 in Bengal, owing to a special contribution paid by the Chittagong Municipality; and of 1,9 
in Madras due to large contributions from private individuals, chiefly in the districts of Vieagapatam, 
Tinnevelly, North Arcot, and Trichinopoly. 











XXI—Scientific and other Minor Departments. of 
































charges exceeded the Budget 
Provinces, 7 in Assam, 1,4 in Bengal, and 1,5 in 
1,0 in the North-Western Provinces, of 1,1 in Punjab and 
jecretariat < are given below :— 3 ba 5 
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vine i) ad ment’ “of 80,0 to Assam for ex; cars das 
special contribution of 121,8 to Bombay in aid of Plague expendi 
‘even with these grants the Genteal Provinces and rth-Western 


i t without any Provincial balances, and that the other Local Govern 
gee the consent of the Imperial Goverament, were compelled to close their 
“account with balances much below the prescribed minima 
| -339. As compared with the Budget Estimate, tl ‘improvement aa neue 
ae Provinces except Central Provinces and Assam. In the Central Provinces th 
account of the year was closed without any balance, as was explained above, In the. 
| Section there was a falling off under all the Receipt heads, counterbalanced hy savings 
expenditure chiefly under Civil Departments and Buildings and Roads. In Assam the special | 
|. assignment of 8 lakhs mentioned above mainly explains the increase in Revenue, The ir 
|” in expenditure occurred chiefly under Buildings and Roads (94,1), and was. due to charges i 
| connection with the Earthquake; this excess was partly counterbalanced. by savings under 
direct demands on the Revenue (11,6) and uhder Civil Departments (12,0). In Burma, wher 
_ the largest increase appears, the improvement occurred under all the heads, both in 
Receipts and the Expendifure, In Bengal the increase of 108,5 in the Proyincial Revenue 
‘under all the heads was counterbalanced by increased expenditure of 101,1, chiefly under Civil 
partments (93,1) and Famine Relief (53, 1). In the Local Section the improvement 
ed under almost all the heads. In Punjab and Madras the improvement ocourted 
iefly under Principal heads of Revenue, and Buildings and Roads, These improvemer 
vere partly counterbalanced by Famine Relief charges, which. were subsequently stanaleral 
Provincial, In Bombay the improvement occurred in the Local Section partly coun 
iced by increased expenditure in the Provincial section due to the Plague. 
| 'g4o. As compared with the actuals of the previous year, the improyement was mainly 
i due to increased collections of Revenue owing to. the better agricultural asap in 
i aglttter part of the year, 






; 










Central Provinces, 





wuz 
10,7 






1765 
5 


— iy 
1166, mc 
apt orl 





a 


is 

















Wee et 
pian 


soe 

















at 3 
ate 


iad 












































eRe cee 
Fa ee 


eee 














| agree |= 
ai 
ie 











S 






































arc lage 








ey 
ie 











ae AE Sets 
: ae Rh ai nh 
zee [sige ieee 

aes rasa fy 





are 
senb 
pene 


at 





4 1 eri 
sane. 





egsmes 
per aye nee 


J 














awe 





Rass ee 
Hired 
Baan Te 
































Baas) eegenera| © eee] 1 


soaeoyraesd sesh estes sto se 

saoieteRevises s Byori eps 

S2oearesrseoes 5 Peeeesie ss 
ae 


oe 


eazy 
is pies: 





eae 





























Aa nate la 


ren te 


























Beige 

















Lump deduction on account of probable lapse 
Reserve s : 


Aa eFedD oy 





wor 


~ Tora Prom IMPERIAL Fuwos, 





129. The items in the second category (Assisted Companies) are :— 


eagsl-Nogper 










Indian Midland 6 
Burma Railways “0. 
Bengal Central © r 
“f Lucknow-Bareilly . ¥ 
i Soutliern Mahratta, . 
Mysore et 
Hardwar-Dera 4 ++ 
Bhramaputra-Sultanpur .« 
m | Tor 


© provides for: 





Open Line Capital— 
Great Goo ela Peninsula. 


Bonk Buscan'gid ha faa 7 
Extensions— 


CalicaCannanore 
Amaloee Falgan-Chagnn Data 





’ 


Revised, Budget, 
1898-99. 1891900, 
Rx. Rx. 
1,861,000 1,770,000 
203,000 16,000 
790,000 800,000 


78,100 40,000 
15,300 6,900 
44,900 40,000 
35,000 20,000 
1§0,000 88,000 
68,000- 8000 








3915530 _ 3,009,900 


Sos hate acs GW ages We de eee 








Bengal and North Wisiera, Railway” Exton: 











‘ SNES geile Ga ld PA 365,000 
Tapti Valley... ss 650/000 230,000 

South Behar toate ca canoes th agate 
Smaller Branch Lines) 5... agtn00 77,800 

: ToTAL 470,100 950,300 


Capital Expenditure on Irrigation. 

32. The amount of Rx. 750,000 has hitherto been provided for expenditure 
‘on Irrigation. In 1899-1900 a further amount of Rx. 100,000 is provided under 
this head, The grant for 1898-99 which was of the usual amount, Rx. 750,000, 
has not been fully worked up to, owing chiefly to the approaching completion of 
the Chenab Canal and partly to it not having been found possible to start work 
on the Jhelum Canal in the early part of the year. ; 

33. The principal works under this head are at present :— 


Revised, Budget, 
1898-99 1899-1900. 
Rx. » Re 

Mandalay Canal. 90,000 100,000 
Fatehpur Branch ot the Lower Ganges € Canal 63600 42,600 
ChenabCanal . . + 151,00 80,000 
Jhelum Canal tere ienese Woes Sy 210,000 
JamraoCanal . see 142,200 133,900 
Other Projects. . + 4 + 208,700 283,500 
Toray + 692,200 850,000 


Remittance and Debt. 

34. The following account shews in a shortened form the requirements of the 
Secretary of State; the figures are drawn up so as to shew separately the trans- 
actions on account of Government, and the transactions arising out of the opera- 
tion's of Railway Companies :-— 


Revised, Budget, 
1898-99. ISyg (900, 
Requirements on Government Account— Z : 
~ Excess of expenditure on Revenue Account — 16,091,200 16,324,500 
Expenditure not charged to Revenue é 791,100 682,100 
Net poreants on Remittance Accounts, 
ete . . . . (225,400 268,800 
Total Requirements 1 798075700 17275490 
Transactions of Railway Companies— 


‘Net receipts on account of Capital . . 2,183,100. 1,979,000 
Payments for Stores, ete Ronee «2718000 3,181,700. 


at | Net Outgoings — s 534,900 1,211,700 
oe Net Funds required .~ 17,643,600 18,487,100 
ee W cee mes 
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By Council Bills (net Remittance). Huei 





By addition to Permanent Debt + 1,912,800 

Less reduction of Temporary Debt’. eee i 
By reduction of Cash Balance Sofie 487,100 
Deduct—Addition to Cash Balance + 1,770,200 . Tae 





phaser} 
171642,600 887,400. 
36. In last year's Financial Statement I mentioned that the Secretary of 


“State intended, besides renewing £6,000,000 outstanding temporary debt, to raise 


6,000,000 permanent debt. This amount was raised in July in the form 
of India 2} per cent stock, but it was issued at a considerable discount (namely 
at a rate of £88 10s, 5d. per cent), and produced only £5,297,700 in cash. 
With the money he discharged permanent debt to the extent of £3,384,900, so 
that the net amount raised by addition to sterling debt was hi 1912,800. The’ 
Secretary of State has decided that the discount on the loan, v#z., £702, 
shall not be charged upon the revenues of the year, but shall be discharged a a 
Sinking Fund at the rate of interest borne by the loan, ¢#s., 2} per cent, lasting aver 
50 years. There are already one or two'Sinking Funds Of the kind in connectleit? 
with the sterling debt; £12,622 being the total chatge appearing in the Accounts 
of 1897-98. The amount added by the new Sinking Fund is about £7,000. 

37. The héavy drawings of the year, by Council Bills, enabled the Secretary 
‘of State to improve upon his intention of renewing the £6,000,000 outstanding 
‘temporary debt, and he renewed only £ 4,500,000 of it. The remainder of the 
‘excess of drawings went towards increase of the Cash Balance, which is estimated 
to stand, on gist March 1899 at the unusually high figure of £4,304,400; 

38. For next year, 1899-1900, the Secretary of State estimates to draw 
17,000,000 by Council Bills, and though he does not estimate for any increase 
ith decrease inreither permanent or temporary debt, he considers that in view of 

the high balanices which his Estimates, both Revised and Budget, show, he may. 
find it possible to pay off some of the outstanding temporary debt. 

39: In March last we estimated that we would have to raise a rupee loan of 

,000 in India, but as the time aprecerhed for our doing so, we found 
im to our resources, and the markct was, 





not | for $0 Jarge a loan, We therefore limited our, proposed loan to-an, 
amount of Rx. 1,200,000 under 33 per cent conditions, and this am¢ was. 
raised on August agth at.an average rate of Ro4 12} annas per cent. a 
remained about this figure for some months, but has recently advanced to over par. 
4o. Wereckon that in India we shall be able next year to meet all the demands 
‘upon our Treasuries without raising any newdebt, butit must be understood that all 
these announcements about the amount of ‘contemplated remittances and loans are 
subject to the usual reservation of entire liberty to ear ‘Staté toalter_ 
his plans 48 he may find occasion, 


-PROVINCIAL FINANCE, 1892 to 1899. 


(The and Eres nh pce bude of Rt yt Spi re ome) 
41. The progress of Provincial Finance is easiest, a 
separatel} ; 


Fir Tho aumrmies Det Revenue, of which a det ie 
‘by the terms of the “Contract” is at the disposal of the 
. «ial, Government for its expenditure on Civil 




























@f-the funds thus obtained towards the Pro- ! 
vincial iture, and especially therelation between the increase » 
7 ekivenute-and the increase of available funds. — 


4a. The first figures to be set out are, therefore, the totals of the net reve- 
(aglaelit idatneteg/Scet mek meee om ge them. They 
are as follow, the figures being quite independent of any wsiderations as 
between Imperial and Provincial :— i 


_ Total Ordinary Revenues— 





Burma ia the ealurn Contract, 1892" represents the Contract of 1897. 
(8) The figures relating to alionated Land Revenue, an entry peculiar tw Bombay, are omitted trom both. sides. 
43- The next statément shews the portion of these revenues which, accord- 
ing to the Provincial contract in each case, is credited-to Provincial Account. 
The figures stand as follows, and it may be noted that the revision of the ‘cone 
tract made with effect from 1897-98 onward, was such as to cause little change. 
in the total of the Provincial share, except in the two Provinces of Bengal and 
Madras where it was reduced by Re 90,000 and Rx. 130,000 respectively, and 
inthe North-Western Provinces where it was increased by about Rx. 120,090, 
namely, the cessation of a temporary reduction of Rx. 50,000, anda direct addition 
-of about Rx. 70,000. (The figures are as they stand before the addition of the 
contributions from ne entered at the end of the table in Paragraph 47 and af 
the special grants-in-aid and expenditure therefrom of which mention cis made 
in paragraphs 65 and 66 below) : fo 


» Provincial 5 Share hs Revenues— 








faut, conte uoeay 


Bengal 


ee 


ins 1894-95 du a 


eda he, to failure 


Land Revenue—I 


855-06. 
ion 


we in the two famine 
complete recovery in 


i erg tater future is anticipated. 


Ma, wes te ete shane. 
the years preceding 1 

the acc ng teen 
frre: pore lee in that 





taken as the standard for the 


of the Provincial Cen 
falling- |? 


ee ‘of 1897. The 

1899-1900. is under’ 
Hporeatae and may perhaps 
be due only to cautious 
estimating. 
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6 failure of irrigation revenue, 1896-97 
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Thereafter the rapid recovery of the 
Province and the realizations of famine 
arrears of revenue bringin ample resources, 
The new contract, commencing from 1897-98, 
increased the assets by about ie 120,000. 
Steady progress as reckoned |The same as in the other column, 
over the whole period, but a 
slight set back in the famine i 
rears oy 
Madras. | Shows a very progressive Reve- | Rapid increase of revenue up till the famine 
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45. The sets of figures which I next shew are those relating to the Irrigation 
and Railway portion of the Provincial contracts, which I have described as 
coming in in modification of the amount of ordinary revenue otherwise at the 
disposal of the several Governments. The amount of modification thus imposed 
has, except in two cases, only slightly changed during the period under review, 
and the figures are, therefore, of no great importance except in the casesreferred 
to, namely, Bengal and the North-Western Provinces, and these have been dealt 
with above :-— $ A 




















Railways and Irrigation Accounts—~ ‘ 
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int of it within the lim 
. I shew separately the ordinary expenditure 
direct expenditure upon famine and plague. caeRere ak 
47. The details are as follow, and the figures have to be compared with 
general statement of available resources in the right column under paragraph 4 
above :-— ri 


« Expenditure Account— 
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lakhs (Rx. 20,000 or 30,000) above the standard of 1892 
‘observed, there’ was no margin of revenue, this resulted inj the ex 
‘ ith which the, Province started. 
famine year reduced the balance: (apart from diréct {amnine ex 
further to a deficit of Rx. 52,600 in 1896-97, and a further 











eet is well ee its means. ; 

The Province has taken practically no share of the cost of famine, which has 
been entirely Imperial—Rx. 1,640,245, 

49. Burma.—Has not spent up to the rate of its increase of revenue, and has © 
in consequence an’ample and inereasing balance. | It is arranging now to expend 
part of the amount in meeting certain demands for Provincial Public Works, and 
Lantongs made other proposals for expenditure on the public services. 

* 50. '‘Assam.—Had a comfortable balance, all along, of 10 lakhs (Rx. 100,000) 
more or less, keeping its increase of expenditure well up to, but not inexcess of, 
its increase of revenue. The repair of earthquake damages imposed heavy 
charges in'1897-98 and 1898-99, which have largely exhausted the Provincial 
balance of Rx. 94,400 and absorbed also.a grant of Rx, 160,000 by the Gov- 
ernment of India; the balance being reduced for 31st March 1899 to about 
Rx. 25,000. ‘In 1899-1900, after providing for absolutely necessary expenditure 
for Public Works and for the repair of earthquake damages, the estimates 
shew a deficit of Rx. 54,900. 

The expansion of ordinary expenditure has been. very considerable during 
the petiod under review. 

51. Bengal—The revenue of this Province, as above shewn, has afforded a 
margin for expansion of Provincial expenditure—namely, Rx. 2,806,300 in 1892 to 
(say) Rx. 3,300,000 in 1899-1900. ‘The expenditure, however, was kept well in 
hand, so that the balance increased from Rx, 225,500 in March 1893 to 
Rx. 582,000 in March 1896. But this high balance sank to Rx. 92,200 two 
years later, as Rx. 518,400 out of it were spent in direct famine and plague 
charges. _ The ordinary expenditure in the two years now underestimate is taken _ 
at Rx. 3,141,600 and Rx. 3,272,000, which may be regarded as within the means 
of the Province, though it leaves a small deficit on the estimates of 1899-1900. 

The Imperial Exchequer incurred famine charges in Bengal up to a total 
of Rx. 576,821 (about half of the total), but did not otherwise contribute by 
grants-in-aid to the resources of the Province. 

‘The Province of Bengal has not had much plague expenditure to bear out of 
its.own account, but we-have made to it in 1898-99 a grant-in-aid of Rx. 20,000 
which it will distribute to those Municipalities and Local Bodies whose funds 
have been most severely affected by expenditure on plague. 

52. Worth-Western-Provinces.—The Province had the advantage of starting 
in 1892 with a large balance Still remaining on. the credit side, but the rate. of its 
annual expenditure was in excess of its. annual revenue (having been found by 
eduction of balances), and.when.in the year before the famine a very favourable 
monsoon caused a failure of irrigation revenue: (an important item in North- 
Western Provinces finance), the Province found its balance on March 31, 1896, 
reduced below the stipulated minimum of 20 lakhs (Rx. 200,000), and, as already 
said, a rate of current. expenditure in excess of its current revenue by between 10. 
and 15 lakhs. During the strain of the famine yeat nothing could be done to 
amend this state of things, and the balance was overspent by Rx. 263,600, the 
amount being accordingly made up by grants-in-aid out of the Imperial Leoisisecl 
in the two years 1896-97 and 1897-98. my 

‘Under these SU aga the Province Snemeed nothing towards the 
direct famine expenditure, nepacreies baigy 2,064,025, was found out of 
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Revenue Accounts... 2641300 2632,200 
Expenditure Accounts «+ «+ 2421)§00 (a) 2,607,700 o 
Results. ss. + 280,000 +24)500 
¥ (0) Includes Rx, 19,800, Plague.” (8) Includes Rx. 20,800, Plague, ~ oS 


‘The handsome surplus which comes inin 1898-99 is due to the recovery by 


the North-Western Provinces of the arrears of the revenue due in 1896-97 and 


1897-98, in compensation for the loss of which Imperial made the grants-in-aid 
of Rx. 263,600 above alluded to, In the coming year, 1899-1900, the Govern- 

ment, North-Western Provinces, propose to increase their scale of expenditure | all 
round to a rate which they will not be able to maintain after the arrear collections 


_ (which add some lakhs to the present scale of revenue) are exhausted and the 


revenue falls back to its ordinary amount. 

In anticipation of this surplus of 1898-99 and 1899-1900 it was stipulated 
that the benefit of these arrear collections was (guoad the Provincial share) to 
be considered as not applicable to current expenditure, but to be reserved (to the 
extent of 75 per cent of it) for building up the exhausted Provincial balance. 
The Government, North-Western Provinces, have fulfilled this pledge, and are 
now appropriating these arrears to a temporary increase of expenditure bearing 
in mind the impending diminution in the amount of their annual income as com- 
pared with the figures of 1898-99 and 1899-1900. 

53. Punjab—The Province has all along proceeded on fairly prosperous 
lines. The balances which were continually diminishing before the famine year 
are now on the rise, and the expenditure is within the amount of revenue avail- 


' able. The Province escaped any severe share in the calamities of 1896 and 1897, 


and the Imperial expenditure on famine was less than 3 lakhs (Rx. 30,000), the 


» Province itself contributing about 12 lakhs (Rx. 120,000) or, including “ Local,” 
_ nearly 16. 





4. Madras—The expanding revenues of this Province have carried it 
through its period of disaster. It contributed moderately, that is, a total of a little 
‘over 20 lakhs (Rx. 200,000), towards its famine expenditure, the Government of 
India having undertaken all the rest (v#%,, Rx. 732,995) so as_to leave the Province 
with an opening balance of Rx. 71,800 in 1898-99. The Government of India 
further propose to make a grant to Madras of the amount of direct famine and 
plague expenditure incurred by it in 1898-99, namely, Rx. 20,700, and to 
estimate for next year a similar grant of Rx. 64,100. They also grant a further 
sum of Rx. 30,000 in 1898-99, placing the amount at the disposal of the Local 
Government for grants-in-aid to such Municipalities and Local Bodies as have 
been most affected by plague expenditure. With its famine and plague expen- — 
diture thus made up the Province shows’ a fair surplus on Se copes 
1898-99, and a small deficit in 1899-1900. 

The detailed figures are:— 


Revenue Accounts 
Deduct—Railway and Irrigation Account 
Net available Revenue 
Pr Expenditure, excluding 
agne and Famine ; 
Plague and Famine. 
Toran 








spor a inces, irrespective of the direct effect of f mit 





The figures may be set out as follows -— 
Revenue Account a8 Ordinary 


“oma Raley be saint 


rg Rx. Rx. 
s caaed + 2,409,500 2,409,500 
1892-93 ® 2)410,100 2,434,000 
1893-04 + 24475,200 2,455)700 i 
1894-05. - 2480000 2,526,500 (70 
1895-06 - . 2,604,900 2,560,200 - 
1896-97. —» ---2)403,200 2,588,900 185,700 
"1897-98 2,483,600 » 2,605,400 121,800 
_ 1898-99 + «+ 2)560,B00 2,534,600 26,200 (Excess of Revenue) 
1899-1900. . 2,578,400 2,604,700 26,300 (Excess of Expenditure) 


The above figures exclude all direct Famine and Plague expenditure, and 
shew that the revenue and expenditure were in equilibrium for the first four 
years of the period under review, but that in the next two (the years of calamity), 
by reason of the falling-off in revenue, without an intermission of the increase in 
expenditure, the Provincial balance had to bear a reduction of Rx. 307,500. 

The actual condition of the account till the end of 1897-98 was as 
follows :— 





Rx, 
Balance, March 31,1892, «+s ese 407000 
Reduced by excess of ordinary expenditure— Re. 
1892-93 to 1895-96 Seal aalillie lets 6,200 
1896-97 . " . . i. . . 185,700 
1899-98 - . . : . . + 121,800 
SS S788 
93,300 
Further reduction by direct famine and plague expen 
diture not included in the above— 
1896-97 Pere ape nies i eRe a i 
1897-98 i aM ca os ere 9 9 Sug ig ROO" 
—— 226,900 
Net over-expenditure of balauce till grst March 1898. 133,600 
Cancelled by general grant-in-aid in 1897-98 of . «183,600 


Leaving credit balance on gist March 1898 of |. —«---§ 0,000 ane 


‘The Revised Batimates for Bombay for 1898-99 show — 














‘Statement in Rx. Pnlexe “ingal and by Impeta e 





i Eee 
Central Provinces. i + 1,640,245 8,820 256,700 
Burma. 6 SE segs e358 fe rf 
isin, osc es eee if Boj000 (0) 
Bengal. + $75;828 sos! = 
Nar Wiehers Biwtace Gis 2,064,025 263,600 
Punjab +t apg 1571920 
Madras. y é : + 732,995. 228,601 a 
Bombay... ss 1y242\760 27,887, 183/600 

(a) For earthquake. 


_ 57+ The Government of Bombay, both in tespect of its Provincial account and 
in _— of its“Municipalities, have been very hardly pressed by plague expendi- 

“<They:have submitted to us an examination of the financial condition of 
the principal Municipalities, and we have agreed to their giving out of their 
general revenues relief to their Municipalities. to the extent of Rx. 228,078, of 
which the greater.part goes ‘to the City Corporation. Including this grant from 
their, revenues, the Government of Ape vt have spent in direct ‘charges of 
famine and-plague— 

Cescinik Plague. Torat. 





Re. Re Rx. 
1896-97 AEE A te eee OR, 11400 35,400 
ES each te ene beara tee 191500 191,500 
1898-99 °. - «24,800 330,000 3545800 
Tora 581,700 





Out of the expenditure of ‘the first two years, aggregating Rx. 226,900, the 








Provincial Government ‘have met out of their ordinary revenues Rx. 43,300, and 
the balance Rx. 183,600’ has been made up by special contributions by Imperial ; 
in the sameway its balance of Rx. 50,000, and Rx. 26,200, its surplus of 
1898-99,:fall far short of the charges Rx. 354,800 of 1898-99, and it is 
for the Imperial Government to make.a further. grant-in-aid of Rx. 278,600 leaving 
the province, on April 1899, with an ‘opening balance-of nz/. The total direct 
expenditure on plague and famine which has been borne by the province comes 
to Rx. 43,300 in the first two years and Rx. 76,200 in the last, or Rx, 119,500 
in all, 
It is anticipated that Rx. 126,400 of Plague expenditure will be incurred in 
Bombay in 1899-1900, and an equal amount of penne from Imperial to 
Provincial has been estimated for in that»year. a 

58. ‘The grants shewn in the above paragraphs may be. grants” 
in the ordinary way of business, that is, grants made on the principle that in any 






case of extreme calamity, when Local aid has been-exhausted, the!charge must 


fall, as far as possible, on Provincial resources, and when they are exhausted 
the Imperial Government must bear:the burden; and.I think a liberal interpre- 
tation has been_given to this Imperial responsibility, for we have taken: over the. 


direct Provincial expenditure on famine and 
Staco! role sou ilgioe gen cheien eer a eae 


it af 
our desire at present to go sti pt pred : 
past occasions, when Imperial finances have been subjected 
‘aave called upon the Provincial Governments to give us aid out 0 


e isp and : 
consequences of famine and pl that a portion of our 
u cannot be better employed than in restoring the financial condition 
‘of the various provinces and relieving them from the financial difficulties which 


accompany the emergence from a state of famine and plague, sods to enable 
‘them to carry on their ordinary administration and meet their ordinary adminis- 
trative necessities. 

59. In the case of Bombay, though, as above describéd, we have made large 
grants towards the direct expenditure on famine and plague, yet the eficet of 
these two calamities is still shewn in the falling-off in revenue arid in indirect 
expenditure (on police and the like) which accompanies plague measures: We 
propose on these considerations to make to Bombay a grant of Rx. 150,006. 

. 60. Bengal has not been affected by plague expenditure to anything like 
the same extent as Bombay ; but, on the other hand, its finances have suffered 
from the very large extent to which the famine expenditure was met from 
Provincial: and Local resour We propose to make to it a similar grant of 
Rx. 150,000, This is in addition to the assistance already undertaken to. be given 
from Imperial sources towards the European General Hospital at Calcutta, and 
also in addition to Rx. 20,000 mentioned in paragraph 51. 

61. In Assam the only immediate difficulties arise in connection with earth- 
quake damages. Towards this we have already given Rx. 160,000, and the Chief 
Commissioner has asked for Rx. 67,300 more. We: propose now to-close this 
account by a grant of Rx. 100,000. - 

62. The accounts of the Central Provinces are weighted only in respect of the 
very small balance it at present possesses, and the Estimates of 1898-99, as 
already stated, produces a deficit of Rx. 11,200; we propose to make it a grant 
of Rx. 50,000, 

63. The claim of Madras arises mainly m respect of the fact that, at the last 
revision of the Provincial contracts, a larger resumption of revenue was made 
from it than from any other province. We propose to make a grant to it of 
Rx. 100,000, besides the above. mentioned grants for the Famine and Plague 
expenditure, namely, Rx. 50,700 in 1898-99 and Rx. 64,100 in 1899-1900. 

64. Burma in-our opinion requires no assistance, nor, if we make a strict 
reckoning, do the North-Western Provinces or the Punjab. But the expendi- 
ture in these two provinces has been limited by the consideration of their 
general financial position, and they have also had to bear some expenditure, both 
direct and indirect, upon plague. We propose to give to the former a grant of 
Rx. 100,000, and to the latter a grant of Rxi 50,000. 

65. All these amounts will be granted in the accounts of the year 1898-99, 
and the same amount (less the excess expenditure in the Central Provinces, 
Assam, Bengal, Madras, and Bombay already provided for by the Provincial 
Governments in their estimates) will be entered in the Estimates of 1899-1900 
‘as expenditure out of Provincial balances under the head of Civil Works,—not as 
aninvitation to the several Local Governments to expend the amounts in that year, 
but as a permission to them to do so (by re-appropriation or otherwise), if on a 
consideration of their general financial position and of the necessity of keeping a 
balance in hand, they deemit advisable. The amounts thus entered include in 
the case of Bengal and Madras the payments they may make against the 
grants of Rx, 20,000 and Rx. 30,000 referred to in paragraphs 51 and 54. The 
Provincial Governments should, however, bearin mind that the grants now made 
are grants made once for all, and that it will be dangerous for them to take 
them as warranting any expenditure of a recurring character ; also that the 
Government of India in making the grants admits against itself no liability to make 















"(Lord Cromer’s) financial statement of 1883. 


grants it 
pai vias hi ‘called upon the provinces the a 
exchequer, so in times of Imperial financial prosperity. i palit. 
expedient that it should depart from a strict interpretation of its 
relations to the Provincial Governments and aid them when at the same 
they have had, and have, special financial misfortunes pressing on them. Perhaps 
I may refer in this connexion to paragraphs 127,128 and 129 of Major Sate 


"66, These several free grants, as they may be called, are specially entered in 
the figures attached to ‘the Financial Statement and are in addition to those 
‘entered at the end of the statement in paragraph 47. They are :— 





‘ Rx. 3 
Central Provinces . . * . + . ’ + 50,000 
Assam . . . 4 erator . ' . : 100,000 
Bengal Bik arrears teers rt cge ey 
North-Western Provinces’ Ny Se . . + 100,000 
Penh ong een Pauw DieieeRy ee fda: eames 
Madras . . . . . . . . . 100,000 
Boctbay ra Fee Ce Sie Sa CIR ae. eeeona, 
TOTAL ‘ 700,000 . 


67. We have ade fairly ample provision next year, namely, Rx. 126,400 in 
connection with the estimates of Bombay, Rx. 64,100.in Madras, and Rx. 209,500 
not:yet appropriated, for expenditure on combating the plague, which we may 


"not unlikely have to meet in the future out of Imperial resources as we have 


separ 


done in the past. But we are not prepared, in a general way, to pay, out of 
Imperial resources, all the direct expenditure which the plague may cause, or to 
relieve Municipalities and other Local Bodies from the burden which necessarily 
falls upon them in respect of sanitary and medical expenditure caused by the 
approach or the advent of plague. Still less can we undertake to make up to 
Provincial Governments the excess expenditure which may have to be incurred 
under Police or in the other ordinary departments of Provincial Administration, 
or invite them to deal with ordinary administrative demands upon them with 
the same freedom which might be possible and even advisable, were we not all 
in the presence of a threatening calamity that necessitates our husbanding our 
resources as far as is possible. 


TWENTY YEARS’ FINANCE, 







68. Following up a purpose which I sct before myself in last year’s Financial - 


Statement, I published, contemporaneously with the Finance and Revenue 
Accounts of last year, a summary of these accounts for the twenty years 
ending March 31, 1898. The summary was necessarily a statement of 
figures only, with no attempt at criticism, and I desire here to give some conti- 
nuous account of the results which the figures shew, and explain where our 
Revenue and Expenditure have during these twenty years increased ot decreased. 
‘The plan I adopt is to take one set of figures as the standard of the R 

and Expenditure at the beginning of the period (or rather, say, for the year 

and another set as representing the standard for 1896 (that is, before the famine 






| burst on the land), These seventeen years may be taken 


cally continuous financial history. x 
69, For the ‘of these two standards I take the aver: 
If we eliminate the war figures of i 
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Surplus if war be exchded 2,810,317 3538231 


* i Ai ae psa pnerarsetses fi 
But we have still further to modify these figures by reason of the fact that 
they did not provide for the full famine liability of Rx. 1,500,000, the Famine 
Insurance being at the time in suspense, owing to the heavy war expenditure, 
This consideration adds Rx. 1,187,177 and Rx. 1,396,353 to the expenditure and 
seduces the surpluses to Rx. 1,623,140 and Rx. 2,141,878; or an average of 
Rx. 1,882,509. i 

That is, if we exclude consideration of war expenditure, and if we téke 
Rx. 1,500,000 as the proper annual measure of famine liabilities, we had in 1879 
a surplus of revenue of Rx. 1,882,500. : 

jo. To find the similar figure for 1896, I take the figures of the Budget of that 
year which may be taken as expressing the standard of Revenue and Expenditure 
at the time. They are as follows, namely :— ev 
’ Rx. 





















Revenue in India (Budget) . 9. sy eG 9,316,800 | 
Expenditure, England, net (Budget) =». sg La5,755,500 ny | 
Exchange (according to rate actually realized) , Fe eli 

India (Budget), less Rx. 20,000 war. 69,368,500 Peay 
Add—Amount wanting to make arctil 
Rx. 1,500,000 Famine Insurance . 500,000 1 
se rRotab ny Sul o et lay 95,826,100 | 
Surplus of Revensue 5) ee we 1,490,700 


——eeer | 
71. We have therefore, comparing the standard of 1879 with that of 1896, a 
slightly worse position in the latter of the two years. T have made a careful 
analysis both of the increase of Revenue and of the increase of Expenditure 
between the two years, and I find it to be as follows :— 


Imperial Account. 
Increase of Revenue under Salt,Cus- Rx, Rx. Rx. 
toms, Tributes and Miscellaneous... 3,810,000 
Imperial Share of Increase of Revenue * 
‘under Revenues _proyincially 


7 ie 
Increase of net Revenues under Post ‘ 
Office, Telegraph, and Mint... ass 4575400 






6,327,500 


:719,200 





‘on Provincial Account, Rx. 316,800, gives a net 


Deficit on Civil Administration of 
Burma 
[sa sae net ‘Charges increased 
from Rx. 16,693,700 = 4 
‘Rx. 22,167,800 LS icgmityn : baa 
exchange) . ee §/474,100 — oy 
‘Charges under “Political” increased ‘ 
from Rx. 427100 to Rx. 898,700. ass 471,600 
Civil and Miscellaneous charges in 1 
India incteased. from Rx. 1,189,200 
to Rx. 1,541,300 . * 352,100 
ess-—Savings by decrease under : 
‘Assignments and Territorial ae 
sions and Stationery. 223,800 
anthesis 128,300 
Sterling Expenditure other than Army, 
Debt Services, and Railways in- 
creased (excluding exchange) from 2 














‘£24 86,400 to, {2,920,200 ba 433800 
Total . vo wee 15,37 1,900 

Excess of demand over sae i 
means. o nh 708,600 


Provincial Account. 


Increase of Provincial share of Reve= 

nue under Revenues perry ad 

ministered (@) . om 4)102,700 
Increase in net charges for Provincia 

Civil Administration 


Rx. 14,374,900 to Rx. sineeee x $785,900 
Balance of increase of Revenue not a 
abaodled <2 Tt nome BU Sa ae a 316,800 * 


{a) That is, of Land Revenue and of Excise: of Assessed Taxes, Forest, and Registration: Yor 


The deterioration on Imperial Account, Rx. 708,600, less the improvement 
deterioration of Rx. g 





namely, a reduction in the surplus of Revenue from the standard of Re. 
jin 1879 to that of Rx. 1,490,700 in 1896. 


72, This list shews that the resources made Ciera t ects 2 
and careful administration have practically been abs 


~ Revenue, (2) Increase of Exchange C! 


(3) Increase 
ture, (4) Increase of Political Expenditure, (5) Increase of P 
= charges of Civil Administration, o Net Charges on 
ae : 


feondnes wn kare’ hal ce Skcoom Me et eo ; 
ees is pee 


he Aves of its.civil administration, but naturally: 
‘pay itsway. The other three heads call for special explanation. 
4. The eubject of Military Expenditure is too vast to be entered on in detail: 


, ation of its increase was given by Sir Henry Brackenbury in 
the Budget Debate of 26th March’ 1896 and by Sir Edwin Collen on the same 
date in 1897. In respect of their military charges the Government of India feel — 
the same necessity which presses upon all other Military Powers, and which has 
imposed | upon even the. most pacific nations increased burdens. Both our military 
system in its details and our general military and defensive policy are closely 
linked with those of England; and we cannot escape the necessity of increasing 
‘our defensive expenditure in the same: way, though not perhaps to He same 
extent, that England does. 

+ 75. In illustration of this point I present the following figures; the English 
ones are taken from the Statistical Abstract of the United Kingdom, 1882 to. 

1896, pages to and 11 :— 






Devevsive Exersprture, 
Devexsive Expexmrrurs, Usiren Kisanom («.) 











— saat DpyreeERORAD. I: 

Army, Navy. Total. Army and Military. Wana 

& & : Rx. 

1882-83. 15135451 10,259,853 25395304 16,928,587. ¥ 
1883-84. 16,095,326 10,728,781 26,824,107 18,079,134 | 
1B8485 . «18,600,338 1,427,064 30,027,402 16,955,165 ‘ 
1885-86. 17,027,084 2,660,509 —291687,593 17,340,360 bs 
1886-87 . 18,429,272 131265,401 31,604;073 1914 13:203, 
1887-88. 18,167,196 12,325,357 304971553 20,548,766 


1B88-B9 «15,919,738 —_-12,999,895' 28,919,633. 20,305,240 
1889-90. 17,345/812 13,842,241" 31,188,053 20,511,504 
1890-98 + 179550023. 14,125,958 31,675,381 20,821,160 
1891-92. —-17;258,900 144150900 31,408,900 22,570,532 


1892-93 + —-175541)700 14,302,000 31,843,700 23,705,932 4 q 
1893-94 - —-17)930)700 14,048,000 314987,700 23,537,603 a 
1894-95 + 17,899,800 —17;545;000 35,444,800 23,966,073 

1895-96. 18,459,800. 19)724,000: 38,183,800 23,976,714 

1896-97 18,269,800 22,170,000 40439800 249845447 





{@) Excluding Expeditions and Naval Defence Fund, 
(8) Excluding Special Defences and the (ollowing Expeditions : (1) Egypt, (2) Quetta, (3) Burma, 
(4) Chin-Lushai, (5) Chitral. > 
76. The result of these figures is to shew that while the Defence Expenditure 
in the United Kingdom has increased by 59 per cent, that in India has increased _ 
by only 44 per cent, -even including the increase due to the fall of exchange, 
which affects Indian Military Expenditure in a special degree, owing to the 
£ large proportion of it that is measured by 








“ tn Bxpenditure —. 409000 sterling standard. The statement of 
Beet yet ee aamiam eapenditnts in tie UdNed ‘Kiapton ae 
iba Tom . s590c00 from disturbance by this cause; while, on — 


~—-— the other hand, the increase of Indian 
Difference of exchange 19'85d.. "expenditure includes Rx. 2,526,000 directly 
ae i due to this eanse alone; and ifthis amount 


Cay fv oneal capa sete ; 
: concessions had been delayed 








78. Under ‘the head of Political Expendiice, the increase measured 
percentage is even more considerable; in amount it is Rx. 471,600. A few 





‘of external policy. Two-fifths of the whole amount arises from the one 


“item of Rx. 180,000 for the subsidy of His Highness the Amir of Afghanis- 


tan; and the Afghan Refugees cost at least Rx. 60,000 more. The period 


under consideration, moreover, has witnessed the rise and development ofthe 


Baluchistan Agency, which now accounts for Rx. 130,000 of the outlay charged 
under this head; the appointment of an Agent on the Perso-Afghan Frontier 
(Rx. 13,000) ; the occupation of the Gilgit and Chitral Frontier (Rx. 16,000); 
and considerable new expenditure, say, Rx. 40,000, in controlling the tribes and 
employing levies along the North-Western Frontier. The head “ Political” 
contained also in 1896 Rx. 14,000 expended on the African Coast of the Gulf of 
Aden (the corresponding revenues are under Miscellaneous), and the scheme of 
Imperial Service Troops has caused a further increase of Rx. 22,000. 

79. I pass to the figures shewn against Provincial (including Local) net 
expenditure, which has increased during the period under review from 
Rx. 14,374,900 to Rx. 18,160,800, These are the charges of Civil Administra~ 
tion generally, and under such heads increasing outlay is not only justifiable 
but inevitable, in every country in which civilization is not stationary or retrograd- 
ing. The system of Provincial finance is based on the theory that the increase 
in the Provincial share of the Revenues can be set aside for increase of expendi- 


* ture upon Civil Administration, and that, if the increase is kept within this limit, 


we have by this limitation, under ordinary circumstances, sufficiently taken into 
consideration the financial difficulties arising from falling exchange, from the 
necessities of Military and Political Expenditure, from wars and famines. We 
proceed, therefore, on the assumption that there is no objection to the Provincial 
share of the normal growth of Revenue being, as fast as it accrues, spent on 
administrative improvements. As has often been pointed out, a Provincial Gov~ 
ernment can do nothing with its money except spend it; it cannot, for example, 
utilize a surplus for remission of taxation, 


Conclusion. 


"80. The statement which I have: laid before the Council exhibits, I think, a 
very favourable condition of Indian Finance. Some of these favourable clements 
ate, | admit, temporary only, and due in alarge measure to a specially active 
trade, others however are permanent and betoken the return of the prosperity 
and progress which I noted in my statement of March 1896, and which were so 
rudely interrupted by the outbreak of famine. The plague, though it is a great 
anxiety to both Imperial and Provincial Administrations, is, financially speaking, 
well within our power to cope with, and as the first responsibility for the measures 
taken in connexion with it rests with the Provincial Administrations, I have been 
particular to examine the position of the Provincial Financial Accounts, and trust 
that the measures of relief and assistance sanctioned by the Government of India 
and set out in the statement will enable them to face the difficulties in which — 
they are placed, though I take for granted they do not claim relicf from their 
share in the anxieties which are inseparable from financial administration in India, 


Bes 


remarks will shew that this increase has been’ caused solely by the necessities 
































pore : 
DETAILS OF THE ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES, 
Section I.—The Accounts of 1897-98. eis = 

81. The Revised Estimate of 1897-98 was framed for a deficit of Accounts of 
Rx, 5,283,100; inthe closed Accounts this figure rises to Rx. 5,359,211, or FEET 
Rx. 76,31 1 worse than was anticipated when the Revised Estimate was framed. et 

‘The variations between the figures finally entered’ in the Accounts of the 
year and those assumed for the purposes of the Budget and the Revised Estimate 
are explained in the Appropriation Report published in the Gazefle of India of 
the 18th instant.” i 

The following statement compares the Revised Estimates with the Accounts 
of the year :— "5 


| 





























Accounts, Accous 
Estimate, | Ascoemt. 2 wore.” 
Revenue. 
Indie + Rx.| 96,262,000 | — 96,139,287 e 123,71, 
Bngland 5 . 192,000, 1930062 1,662 iia 
Exchange 107,500 109,038 1835 
Tora —. —Rx| 96561500 | 96.442/004 ape: 119,496 
ExrexpiTors. a 
pe Provincial, and Local Rx.| 77.136,300 | 76,939,069 197.231 
‘Adjustment of Provincial and 
Local Surplus or Deficit. ==. “Rx. | 705,700 | 457,678 ny 248,022 
’ 
Net. Rx 76,430,600 | 76,481,391 ie srt 
England iggy gene wer £, 16,241,000 | 16,198,263 92737 Py 
ange es Re] 223000 | guranigor 11439 oe 
Tort. Rx.) 101,844,600 | 101,801,215, 43.385 
Dencrr . Rx.| —s:83,00 | —s.gg9.at1 a 7610 





























82. The Revenue in India was less than the sum anticipated in the Revised 1807-98: 
Estimate by Rx. 122,713, and the Expenditure finally chargeable against that &™"% 
Revenue, after making allowance for the adjustment of the sums by which Pro- 
vincial and Local Revenues were in surplus or deficit, exceeded the forecast 
by Rx. 50,791. In India, therefore, the Accounts as a whole turn out worse than 
the Estimate by Rx. 173,504. Against this must be set an improvement in 
Revenue in England of Rx, 3,217, and a decrease in Expenditure in England 
of Rx. 94,176—in all Rx. 97,393, including exchange. The sum of Rx. 76,111, 
being the difference between the results obtained in India and England, represents 
the total falling-off in the Accounts as compared with the Revised Estimate of 
the year, ; Fas cra 

83. The Land Revenue actually realised fell short of the Revised Estimate by 807-08. 
Rx. 248,658. In the North-Western Provinces the collections were over-esti- Sent 
Se Se shige Bunter era o4g84 s while in Burma a sum of 

270 was collected in excess Estimate. Owing to ¢l 

the largest instalment of Land Re he Sean 
year, there is i 










realisations under Customs show an improvement of Rx, 63,895, and the 
way Revenue rose by Rx. 99,857 owing toa slight increase. of traffic on. 
of the Railways towards the close of the year. 2 
84. On the Expenditure “side the outlay on Famine Relief during the’ 
weeks of the year was less by Rx. 66,112 owing to the cessation of operations 
‘earlier than had been anticipated. In the Railway Revenue Account there was a. 
saving of Rx, 125,704 on the Revised Estimate mainly under Working Expenses, _ 
Army Expenditure shows an excess of Rx. 62,239 due to increased payments to 
Native Troops on account of Compensation for dearness of provisions and forage. 
8s. The reduction in Expenditure in England of £92,737, or including Ex 
change Rx. 94,176, consists for the most part-of a saving. under Army Charges 
of £67,773. The increase in-Revenue in’ England comes to the trifling sum of 
£1,662, or including Exchange Rx. 3,217, and consists mainly of recoveries on 
account of stores. 

86. The Expenditure not charged to Revenue amounted to Rx. 4,328,541 as 
compared with Rx. 4,604,600 entered in the Revised Estimate. 


Section I1.—Revised Estimate of 1898-1899. 
87. The following is a general comparison of the Budget Estimates with 
the Revised Estimates of 1898-99 :-— 






























Revised, Revi 
Bode. Revised. era ised, 
Revewon, 
Indias. 5 + RE | p8.701,700 | tor217400 | 2,425,700 
t De oe Tesijoo |" MSantoo | Ae too 
ene 105,400 116,200 10,800 








Tora, «Rx | 9085400 | 101,566,100 | 2,480,700 











Exemxprruns. 
nai poral Provincial, and toch “Re 
peril, Provincial, a : 
tne Provinc wl to 7arej10 | 71,603,309 | 1,906,800 : 
‘Local Surplus or Deficit =. Rx. 116,800, $1,417,900 ae 14534,700° 
Nat. Re | 7493.90 | 73021200 5 527/900 
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Tora, «Rx. | 98n4e00 | 97,506,700 








‘Surews ., Rx. » 8,400 























88. The leading characteristic’ of 1898-99 is the recovery of 
from the effect of the Triastarable coatiboas enti n the | 

years. Under all heads of Revenue, except Stamps and I 
actually realised are largely in excess of the 
general prosperity of the people has added 
Customs ; abundant harvests have increased 





89. The Revenue in India is expected to exceed the Budget Estimate by 1898-99. 
Rx, 2,425,700, and besides this there will be a reduction of expenditure of Smral 
Rx. 1,006,800 made up of Rx. 518,600 under Army, Rx. 305,200 under Opium, 
and Rx. 208,500 under Public Works—Buildings and Roads. Of this total 
improvement in India of Rx. 3,432,500, Rx. 1,534,700 occurs under Provincial 
and Local, and. Rx. 1,897,800 under Imperial. ‘The, Revenue in-England “shows 
an increase of £44,200, and the Expenditure a decline of £151,100. Adding 
to these a reduction of the net charge for exchange by Rx. 1,074,900, the final 
result is an increase of the surplus of the year by Rx. 3,168,000 from 
Rx. 891,400 to Rx. 4,059,400. 

go, The more important increases of Revenue in India occur under the 2898-99 
following heads :-— Increase 




























venue in 
Rx. 
‘Land"Revenue "22 65-0) S a0 pha Same, aT ci aao 
Opium fo Bsc latberretihh mo TN Se Aah weer oR ey 


Salk eg Pcie ene takepart tere Sigh lp hehe Amen gaO ION: 
Provincial Rates... + 8 ses a t00 
Customs yale ohh coe ice, pene al gO BOD, 


Forests RS ie pat a gee see arr Tee 
Miscellaneous * . . . . * . . 102,100 
Railway'Receipts. 6 ese Ek BB 4200 
Irrigation Major Works» 5s +s ee 193,200 

gt. The increase of Rx. 111,200 in the collections 
includes the following amounts in excess of the Estimate :— 


Rx. 
Le Mp See gt ray ae olley Sap hen E 
North-Western Provincesand-Oudh . . =. 52,000 
icrabiep hot Ark ene Sorte <b Io pone RRROR: 


In Burma the continuous expansion of cultivation induced by a fertile soil and 
light settlements and the revision of assessment-rates have added to the ordinary 
revenue, and the yield of the Capitation Tax has been raised by the natural 
increase of population. In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh large sums 
are expected to be realised on account both of ordinary arrears and of revenue 
suspended during the famine. The enhanced collections in Bombay include 
arrears due to plague in some districts and to bad seasons in others ; while in 
Sind the revenue has been raised not only by these causes, but by a favourable 
inundation greatly extending (he area under spring crops. " 
‘Account must also be taken of the following decreases :— 


decline under India General is caused by the failure of the rains and 
scarcity in Ajmir, and by drought, locusts, and low prices in Baluchistan 
the Land Revenve is collected in produce. i 
92. Although the collections of Land Revenue in 1898-99 are expected 
to exceed the Budget Estimate, the Imperial share of the total collections will, 
be considerably less by reason of the special contributions given in aid of Pro- 
vincial resources which involve a re-adjustment of the Imperial and Provincial 
shares of the revenue, to 
‘The following table compares the respective shares as they appear in ‘the 
Budget and Revised Estimates :— i 









Laxp Reva Bul Lanp Revers, Re 
2 arieaeter | be tenia Bee 





le ec 
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Rx. Re 

16,237,900 | 11,330,300 









Dinribetion according, Provincial Settle- 






ad Deduct— 
Addo Hal coniribtion in aid of Plague ‘and? 
Lege) erence and of General Rew 


incial Governments. 







152,000 | + 150,000 | —1,129,g00 | ++1)129,300 











16,087,900 | 11,480,300 | 1§,135,000 | 12,544,400 

‘The contribution of Rx. 150,000 entered in the Budget Estimate of 1898-99 
includes Rx. 80,000 granted to Assam in aid of expenditure incurred on the _ 
repair of Earthquake damages, and Rx. 70,000 to Bombay in aid of Plague ~ 
expenditure. The amount in the Revised, Rx. 1,129,300, is made up as 
follows :-— 





Distribution noha to Estimates. 



































Rx. 

General contribution in aid of Provincial resources as stated 

in paragraph 66 of this Statement, 700,000 
Special contribution in aid of Earthquake expend ia 

Assam. 80,000 
Special contribution in aid of Plague expenditure by, ‘Load 

Bodies in Bengal 20,000 
‘Special contribution in aid of Famine and Plague “expenditure 

in Madras (Provincial and Local). $0,300." 
Special contribution in aid of Famine and Page ‘eapondiline 

inBombay . . 4 oe ag Biboe 

TOTAL. «-1)129,300 







Revenues Rx. 264,500, the bulk of which represents the poate n cone igh 

~~ the price assumed in the Budget for Bengal Opium, and R1,055, the avera 
actually realised. At the same time the quantity sold during the 
months of the year has risen by 450 chests, Tepresenting an increase in 
of Rx. 51,600. More favourable conditions in the China m f 
reduction of the pass-duty on Malwa Opium from R600 
which took place in October 1897, seem to have 
recovery of the trade, though the exports have as : 






‘they stood before the  pheat dec ol egeop ahd aR 
is increase in the receipts over the estimate of Rx. 84,000. 
Ofthe increase of Rx. 319,200 under Salt, the sum of Rx. 215,000, which ‘Satiog 
been realised in Madtas, represents mainly the recovery of revenue deferred Sst Hevense._ 
“under the credit system from the previous year. The revenue brought to F 
account during the year has probably also been to some extent enhanced by 
_ the fact that the rise in the price of Government paper during the last few 
~ months has tended’ to discourage resort to the credit system and to stimulate 
cash sales, 
The receipts of the Northern India Salt Department show an increase of 
Rx, 52,200 due partly to normal development, but mainly to the revival of 
trade in Kohat salt consequent on the pacification of the frontier. 
95. An increase of Rx. 23,200 in Bengal is due to the receipts under Local #8989 
having been under-estimated in the Budget. In the North-Western Provinces Pretiné 
Rx. 17,100 and in Madras Rx. 22,900 have been added in the collection of 
arrears, and in Bombay the increase of Rx. 17,600 -has followed the rise in 
Land Revenue. cf 
96. Of the rise of Rx, 307,900 under Customs, Rx. 199,100 occurs in Burma, 186-99. 
—Rx. 66,200 under Imports, chiefly Manufactured Articles, Liquors, and Articles Sustoms Re 
of Food and Drink, and Rx. 130,000 under Export Duty on Bengal accounts 
for Rx. 105,000 distributed over Articles of Food and Drink, Silver Bullion and 
Coin, Oils, and Liquors ; and Bombay shows Rx. 37,000 comprising considerable 
increases under Oils, Liquors, Silver Bullion and Coin, Articles of Food and Drink, 
and Excise on Cotton Goods, and substantial decreases under Manufactured 
Articles and Import Duty on Cotton Goods. A decline of Rx. 34,200 in Madras 
occurs under Spirits and Liquors, Imported Cotton Goods, and Miscellaneous 
Exports, 
ios The increase of Rx. 102,400 under Porests is made up of a tise of pal “ 
Rx. 199,500 in Burma, mainly due to the large demand for, and high market value “ere# 
of teak timber, which has added Rx, 111,500 to the royalty paid by the Bombay- 
Burma Trading Corporation for the forests from which they derive their supplies. 
The increase also includes a sum of Rx. 12,000 paid by the same Company in 
connection with mal-practices committed by their employés. A reduction of 
Rx. 71,400 in Bombay is ascribed to the depression in trade caused by the 
continuance of plague, and to the smaller demand for locomotive fuel in Sind 
and for forest produce in general. 
98. The increase of Rx. 102,100 under Miscellaneous Revenue includes one — 
sum of Rx. $7,400 recovered from the Burma Railway Company for the value of 
work done by famine labour on the Meiktila-Myingyan Railway, and another 
‘of Rx. 37,500 realised in Madras by the sale of cloth manufactured at Gowern- 
ment expense during the recent famine in order to afford relief to weavers in 
distress. ‘ i 
99. The great rise of Rx. 884,200 in Railway Revenue in In mainly 1808-99, 
due to the general development of trafic of all kinds which results directly and £2” 
indirectly from the opening of new sections of line, and to the large export of 
grain which was rendered possible by the harvesting of good winter crops. The _ 
‘more important increases occur on the following lines :— 
‘ Re 
_ North-Western ts UEC eee 
* 416,000 
210,000 








lysore 
East Coast, intutiogBerwade Madras eed PS 
Madras (net) =. as 
The reduction on the Eastern saga State oak was due to a short He 
crop, and that on the Railways in Southern India to the effect of plague on the 
passenger traffic. The falling-off on the East Coast Railway res caused bf 
delay in opening the Bezwada-Madras Section. 
too. The increase of Rx. 193,200 in Irrigation Revenue is detribite * 
follows -— 



















Rx. 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh =} ss ss 56,200 
Punjab. ee ery ee omnes 
Other Provines . . we a Cea et 


In the North-Western Provinces the area snags during the past Kharif 
season was larger than had been anticipated. A similar expansion of irrigation 
occurred on the Bari Doab, Sirhind, and Swat River Canals in the Punjab and 
on the Deccan and Guzarat Canals in Bombay, while in Sind a better supply 
of water produced an enhanced demand. The receipts were also raised by the 
recovery of outstanding balances on the Western Jumna Canal and in the Deccan 
and Guzarat. 

101. The only decrease of any moment in the revenue of the current year 
occurs under the head of Telegraph Receipts, which show a falling-off of 
Rx. 154,800 made up as follows :— 


Rx. 
Indian Telegraph. eR es 2 Te A a Cad ey 
Indo-Eoropean Télogtaph eat + 40,400. 


The falling-off under the former head is due aA to the cessation of military 
operations ‘on the North-West Frontier, but chiefly to the fact that, since the prac- 
tice of delivering deferred telegrams by hand instead of sending them by post has 
been introduced, this class of message has gained greatly in popularity, and has to 
t a considerable extent taken the place formerly occupied by ordinary and urgent 
messages. The decline inthe Indo-European receipts occurs in the messagé 
traffic with the Indian Telegraph Department transferred at Karachi. 

102. The more important increases of expenditure in India are :-— 











:: Rx. 
Medical. Peer iy Sedgeseta 1 746 
State Railways; Working Expenses * + 106,100 
Guaranteed boete: ee ret an and 

esa r| * * Jee RG 8005) Es 
Mint cs ¥ + 9,000° 


+ 103. The large increase under Milas is aod to pe oa 
‘Espendi- an accurate forecast of the expenditure required to > guard 


established. The cost of these operations continues to be far godies Bot 
than elsewhere, and out of the total increase of Rx. 327,800 in the - 
entered under Medical no less than Rx. 268,200 has been it 





ince. The following statement gives an estimate of the cost in 
under Imperial, Provincial, and Local heads of the TS 
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Revised Estimates, 1898-99. 





ni [F Siatdl feecl 











i 


Tl edi 



































104. ‘The St ie r 1 
appearance in Bombay in 1896-97. hat year the measures undertaker 
check the progress of the disease cost Rx. 23,700, of which Rx. 18,100 was 
jn the area where it was actually prevalent, the balance r “out 
railway inspection and similar measures designed to guard against its exter 
to provinces not then infected. In 1897-98 the total expenditure rose 
Rx. 348,600, including Rx. 252,000 in Bombay and Sind, In addition to this, _ 
Bengal devoted Rx. 32,200 to the development of protective measures on lines of 
railway and to watching arrivals from infected areas ; the North-Western Provinces — 
and Oudh spent Rx, 25,g00in suppressing the outbreak of plague at Hardwar ; and 
the Punjab spent Rx. 15,400 on preventive operations in the districts of Jullundur 

‘and Hoshiarpur. In 1898-99 there was a further increase of the total expen- 

diture, as shown in the Revised Estimate, to Rx. 580,900, including Rx. 390,100 

jn Bombay, Rx. 58,300 in Madras where the plague has appeared in several 

districts, Rx. 48,100 in the Punjab, Rx. 27,400 in the North-Western Provinces, 
_ Rx. 19,600 in Bengal where protective arrangements were maintained and an out- 

break occurred in Calcutta, and Rx. 20,200 under India General which includes 
the cost of combating the outbreak in Bangalore, : 

105. The estimate for next year amounts to Rx, 617,600, and provides 
for an increase of expenditure in Madras from Rx. 8,300 to Rx. 147,700; while 
the charges in Bombay are taken at Rx. 179,400, or Rx. 210,700 less than the 
Revised figures of the current year. ‘A proyision of Rx. 209,500 has been made: 
under India General in order to meet requirements which cannot now be foreseen, 

106, During the four years covered Ly’ the Statement the total expenditure by 
Government and District Funds in India amounts to Rx, 1,570,800, to which 
must be added £22,560 (including Exchange Rx. 34,862) spent in England on 
payments to doctors and nurses engaged for service in India. Even where 
plague itself has not appeared the necessity of maintaining inspection camps on 
the chief lines of communication imposes a severe burden on Provincial finances 
and strains the resources of the medical staff. The Statement takes no 
account of the heavy expenditure incurred by Native States and Municipalities 
except in so far as it includes grants made by the Bombay Government in aid of 
municipal outlay on plague. 

The expenditure from the Home Treasury on account of pay, passage, etc., 
of medical officers and lady nurses in each of the four years has been or will be 





































as follows :=— 
Sterling, Exchange. Total. 
F & Rx. Rx, 
1896-97. + . . + 1,013 669 1,682 
1857-08 Soh ee Ue Se RMT, 6898» 19580 
189899 (Revised) » » + + 5300-7008 )000 
1899-1900 (Budget) . + + + 5/000 2)600 7,600 





Tora, 22,560» 12g02, 34,862 

—— eee 
107. The rise in the Working Expenses of State Railways represents for the 
7: most part'the cost ofwearning the increased revenue mentioned in paragraph 99 
above. It is due chiefly to the heavier traffic worked, the greater lengths of 
mileage open, and to more extensive renewals of stock and ‘Some 
lines have also had to provide for special repairs of the damage caused by the 
earthquake of 12th June 1897 and by floods. The more important increases 

‘occur on the following Railways — ; 








East Indian Rettnien at, ayaa 
Rajputana-Malwa 0. a 
jAssann-Besigal’sy 05) j.t-alll Mitalses yk tae 
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40/000, 
35,000 
aye 


108. The increase of expenditure aden area Profits, Late ay Supervi- « 
‘sion is made up of an increase under Surplus Profits of Rx. 197,200 and a decreasé & 
under Land and Supervision of Rx. 91,100. Under the former head no provision 0" 
was made in the Budget Estimate for the payment of surplus profits to the Land, " 
Madras Railway Company, and the goods earnings of the Bombay, Baroda S“” 
and Central India and the Great Indian Peninsula were under-estimated. The 
charges under Land and Supervision are reduced owing to less land being taken 
up forthe Calicut-Cannanore Branch in Madras and certain minor lines in 
Bombay than had been originally expected. 

109, The increase in Mint expenditure occurs partly under temporary ‘8 
establishment and overtime allowances for the recoinage of Bhopal and Kashmir “4 
Tupees—an outlay more than counterbalanced by an increase in the Mint receipts. 

But the major portion of the increase is due to a loss of Rx. 40,000 on copper 

coinage in 1898-99. The gain or loss on copper coinage represents the differ- 

ence between the face value of the coins actually put into circulation and the 

cost of making and distributing them. | Of the enormous quantity of copper’ coin 

issued in the famine years for relief payments, a large proportion is now returning 
from circulation because it is in excess of the normal requirements of the people, 

The Estimate provides for the resulting loss on the coins so returned. 

110. The more important decreases of expenditure occur under the following hobo. 
heads -— 


Land Revenue - 

Opium 

Salt 

Education 

Political : 

Subsidised Railway Compass: Land and Subsidy 

Civil Works 

Army Hl s 

111. The decrease of Re lees ae Land Revoads occurs for the most 
part under the heads of Salaries, Exchange Compensation Allowance, Establish- Zané 
ments, and Savings under Survey and Settlement in the North-Western Provinces, — 
the Punjab, and Burma, The decrease of Rx. 15,400 in Madras is mainly under 
Local, and arises from delay in giving effect to a scheme for raising the pay of 
village accountants. 

112. Under Opium the reduction of Rx. 305,200 in the estimated expenditure » Get 
is almost wholly under Payments to Cultivators, which vary from year to year Opinm 
with the yield of the crop. The greater part of it occurs in Behar, where the 
sums likely to be required seem to have been greatly over-estimated. 

113. Of the decline of Rx. 53,400 under Salt, Madras accounts for Rx. 25,100, x 

half of which is under the Purchase and Freight of Salt. A decrease 

a Rx, 12,500 in Bengal is due to the whole of the Preventive Staff sanctioned for 
Orissa not having been appointed during the year. A similar decline in the _ 
ject India Salt Department is due to smaller payments _ 

of salaries, eodicbon of charges dee cuenienyon, 44 2 Secret 





5. | Oi tha redection of PG Dag ty ey ‘more 
half is due to the subsidy to the Amir of Kabul not having been drawn in’ 
An apparent saving is also caused by the charges for the escort of the Burma- 
China Boundary Delimitation Commission being adjusted in the Military 
” Accounts. tet 
i 116. The decrease in the payments to Subsidised Railway Companies occurs 

_ wholly in the item of land, and is due to the programme of the year not haying been — 
eed ‘ang Worked up to in the case of the Bengal and North-Western, Bhagalpur-Baidya- 
nath, Mymensingh-Jamalpur, Amritsar-Sarhali, Jullundur-Hoshiarpur, and several 
other Railways. 

117. Of the entire saving of Rx. 208,500 anticipated under the head 6f Civil 
Works, Rx. 118,800 occurs in the Local Section of the Estimates, and is due 
"partly to the failure of District Boards to work up. to their estimates, and 
‘partly to the estimates themselves having been revised in Bombay and Madras 
“in order to provide funds for plague purposes. The former cause accounts 
‘for differences of Rx. 35,000 in Bengal, Rx. 21,400 in the . North-Western 
‘Provinces and Oudh, and Rx. 12,400 in Burma; and the latter. for decreases, 
«of Rx. 26,100 in Bombay, and Rx, 22,000 in Madras. 

In the Provincial Section the savings amount to Rx. 69,600, of which the 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh contribute Rx. 9,000, Bombay Rx. 13,500, 
and Madras Rx. 18,400. In the North-Western Provinces the decrease is due 
partly to expenditure proceeding at a slower rate than was expected, and partly 
to the transfer of the Ghazipur Steam Ferry to the Bengal and North-Western 
Railway. In Bombay grants were reduced on general financial grounds after 
the Budget was passed, and in Madras savings were caused by a transfer to the’ 
Educational Department and by the non-payment of grants to Municipalities for 
water-supply projects. 

118. The large decrease of Rx. 518,600 in Army Expenditure in India 
comprises the following important reductions: — 


















Military operations and special services due to the demo- a 
bilisation of the Tirah Expeditionary Force in April 1898, 
and the substitution of the Khyber Brigade with 
‘moveable column for the Khyber Ev siipes con- 
stituted . . ry 291,100 
ivigiod cdg Cena Nishred orig we 
rise in exchange + 41800 
Reduced expenditure waked dehy tte Garrison Stall and 
Regimental Pay. and ‘Allowances with rplereice to Hecent % 
actuals. gE 
ering Ging on Oh Beat ocean a eter rosy 
Saving on account of Troops serving in East Africa and : 
‘Mauritius and charged to the Imperial Government . 
Transfer to the Civil Estimates of charges for the pay of — 
officersion plague duty. 
Lapse of provision for increase of Crm i 
Officers 
Hinde isel toed aad brag ui 
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: ‘saving which affects not only Army Expenditure, bu 
of the important heads of Expenditure in India, is the rise in the rate 
‘exchange, on the basis of which the Exchange Compensation Allowances have 
been calculated. The average rate assumed in the Budget Estimate of 1898-997 

_ for this calculation was 15}d.; but the four quarterly rates with reference to which 
the allowances have been actually paid are 15$4d., 1544d., 15$4d., and 15$4d,, 
yielding an average for the whole year of 15§%d. The consequent saving 
amounts to Rx. 119,000. 

120. The Sterling receipts are expected to exceed the Budget Estimate by 1898-99. 
£44,200. The three important items composing this increase are: £18,000 Revenue 
under Interest on temporary investments of Cash Balance, the rates of interest 
realised. being higher; 49,000 representing larger miscellaneous receipts 

_connected with the supply of stores to India; and £10,400 under Army receipts, 
mainly in connection with the Indian Troop Service and other effective services. 4 

tai. The Sterling expenditure is expected to be less than the Budget 1898-99. 
Estimate by £151,100, The important variations comprising this difference are - 

(1) a reduction of £83,300 in the charge for interest on loans; (2) a saving of 
£145,200 in the Army effective and non-effective charges ; and (3) increases of 
$36,300 and £24,400, respectively, under Civil Furlough Allowances and 
Military Works. 

The Interest charges are less by £83,300, of which £35,400 represents a 

decrease in interest on India 2} per ceht Stock owing to the loan this year not 
ving been issued so early as was expected; £44,900.comes under reduction in 
interest on India Bills, due toa smaller amount of Bills being issued ; while in 
addition to these savings, £10,000 provided to meet interest on temporary loans 
from the Bank of England was not required. On the other hand, the discount on 
the loan of £6,000,000 India 2} per cent Stock issued in July 1898 amounted 
to £702,300. As this sum is exceptionally large, it has been decided to depart 
from the usual practice of entering the whole of it as a charge on the Revenue of 
the year, and to reduce the amount of debt incurred in excess of the money 
actually raised by means of a Discount Sinking Fund spread over 50 years, the 
rate of interest adopted in the calculation for the Sinking Fund being 2} per 
cent. A sum of £7,000 has accordingly been entered in the Revised Estimate 
as the first investment towards this Sinking Fund. 

As regards Army charges, the reduction in the demands for ‘stores—mainly 
Ordnance stores—amounted to £105,000, and the payments for pay and pensions. 
of non-effective and retired officers of the Indian Service and for furlough’ 
allowances of officers of that service are expected to be less than the Estimate 
by £88,000. On the other hand, arrear payments of £34,500 due to the War 
Office for effective and non-effective Army charges of the year 1897-08 have 
been made in the cufrent year; there has also, been an excess charge of £17,000 
under the head of Troop Service. 3 

The payments for Civil Furlough and Absentee Allowances have exceeded 
the Estimates owing to the exceptionally large number of officers on furlough, and 
the demands for stores required for the Bangalore Water-works have swelled. 
the expenditure on account of Military Works. 

122, The net charge for Exchange on Sterling expenditure is less than in the 1808-09. 
Budget Estimate by Rx. 1,074,900. The net Sterling expenditure is less by 

“£195,300, and the Exchange on this difference at the rate of £1=R 156, 
the rate of the Budget Estimate, is Rx. 109,400, which is the saving in Exchange 
due to the | rease in Sterling payments. The direct saving from the rise in 
be 2 Exchange from £1= R156 to £1 = R15 is, therefore, 
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124. The year opens with fair promise. Except in limited areas in the 
Central Provinces and the Punjab the agricultural prospects are good, and the 
bulk of the population have returned to the standard of living which prevailed 
before the scarcity compelled them to reduce their consumption of all but 
absolute necessaries. An expansion is accordingly looked for under all the 
principal heads of Revenues, except Registration fees, which are really payments 
for services rendered ; and Railway receipts, which are a good test of general 
prosperity, are expected to show a corresponding increase. ‘The only serious rise 
of expenditure is in the medical charges connected with the plague: the other 
' increases represent improvements of administration, or outlay required ‘to earn. 
increased revenue. 
125, The Revenue in India is expected to exceed the estimated receipts. z 
1898-99 by Rx. 2,854,200, while the Expenditure, after allowing for the adjust- 

ment of Provincial and Local surpluses or deficits, will be increased by Rx. 344,600. 

In England an improvement of £18,800 in Revenue is anticipated . 

a rise in Expenditure of £56,800. At the same time the net charge | 

exchange will be reduced by Rx. 560,600, so that the combined account » 

out to a surplus of Rx. 3,932,600, being Rx. 3,041, 200 ‘excess of the 

surplus of 1898-99. x 
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127. The growth of Land Revenue is most marked in Burma, where 189 
‘Rx, 107,900 is expected to accrue from revision of assessments and increase in 44" 
cultivation. In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh Rx. 110,300 will be gained ; 
_ by enhancements of revenue resulting from the regular revision of settlements. 
An increase of Rx 34,300 in the Central Provinces is due to provision having 
been made-for the recovery of famine arrears. Decreases of Rx. 113,500 in — 
Madras and of Rx. 25,400 in Bombay are caused by the reduction of the arrear 
balances which swelled the receipts in the current year added in the latter case to 
a less favourable inundation in Sind. 
128, The Estimate anticipates an increase of Rx. 587,300 in the Opium Rev- 1899-1 
enue in Bengal. Prices show an almost unbroken rise throughout the past year ; 
the average per chest has gone up from Rt,023 in 1897-98 to R1,055 in the cur- 
tent year and the price realised at the sale of March 1899 is R1,149 against Ro48 
at the same time a year ago. Rt,100 has accordingly been taken as the average _ 
price for the ensuing year. In Bombay it is assumed that the revival of the trade 
in Malwa Opium, which has followed on the reduction of duty, will continue un- 
abated, and that the number of chests exported will be the same as in the current 
year. On this basis an increase in revenue of Rx. 84,000 is looked for. ‘] 
129. The Excise Revenue has been slow to recover from the depression 1899-1900, 
caused by the famine, and the Estimate anticipates only’ the moderate 
increase of Rx. 60,900. To this the North-Western Provinces and Oudh con- 
tributes Rx. 67,500 due to the normal growth of revenue and to the introduction of 
administrative reforms, while Burma, Bengal, and Bombay look forward to increases 
of about Rx. 25,000 apiece, On the other hand, the actuals of the current year 
in Madras point to a decline in revenue which is estimated at Rx. 110,000, 
130. Of the increase of Rx. 91,500 under Provincial Rates, Bengal contributes 189-1929. 
Rx, 38,700 arising from the completion of revaluations in the Districts of Dinaj-” 
pur and Backergan}. In Madras an increase of Rx. 21,600 is looked for from 
Village Service Funds. 7 
131. In Bengal an increase of Customs Revenue, amounting to Rx. 55,000, 1879-1900. 
is anticipated, mainly under Liquors, Articles of Food and Drink, and Silver (= 
Bullion and Coin. In Burma an aggregate improvement of Rx. 51,200 is ex- 
pected under Export Duty on Rice and various heads of Import Duty, specially 
Liquors, Articles of Food and Drink, and Manufactured Articles. ‘The Estimai 
for Madras shows a decline of Rx. 34:200, chiefly under Liquors, Imported Cotton 
re vera ‘under the head of Assessed 
132. The increase the : Taxes is largest, Bengal. 
(Rx, 25,000) and in Madras (Rx.t5,000), ; 4 
assessments and to general im} ment in the: 
133+ An increase of Rx. 6: d 
Dray represents a a decline from. 





fected excellent promise of pri 

mileage to be opened for traffic during the year. 

135. The Estimate of Irrigation Direct Receipts for aos beats 

‘the normal expectations of Revenue, and anticipates a falling-off from the 
tionally high returns indicated by the Revised Estimate of the current year. 
compared with the Budget of 1898-99, it provides for an increased Revenue 
Rx. 139,800, which includes an increase of Rx, 80,200 in the Revenue 

‘the Canals in the Punjab, and Rx. 54,100 from Canals in the North-Western 
Boprnices poe Oth due in each case to “Ais growth of the demand for canal — 






7 1 ey ‘The only important aikdcdea th Raves in India occurs under Telegraph 
Receipts, which show a falling off of Rx. 130,400 as compared with the Budget 
‘of 1898-99. This, howeyer, represents an advance of Rx. 24,400 on the Revised 
+ Estimate of the current year, and indicates that the growth of operations in 
India is overtaking the decrease of Revenue brought about for the time being 
by the cessation of military operations, the extended use of deferred messages, 
and the falling-off in the Indo-European message traffic transferred at Karachi, 
137. The chief reductions in Expenditure in India occur under the following 
heads :-— 





Rx. 
Army Serviees es 2 gee oy + -8)171,500 
Interest on Ordinaty Debt - . . ariig . 202,000 
Famine Relief. peaks . . . . . 79,400 
Construction of Protective Railway - =. + 178,300 
. aig 138. The following are the principal causes which have contributed to bring 
about the important decrease of Rx. 1,171,500 in Army charges :— 
s Rx. 
Reduction of Military Operations and Special Services. . —1,1/6,500 
Saving under pay of British troops due to. exchange being 
taken at 18, 4d. instead of 1s. 34d. therupee . 120,000 
Saving in Exchange Compensation. 4 4 .  - 20,800 
Saving under Regimental Pay and Allowances. . 45,000. 
- Fall in the prices of food-supplies' « 60,000 
Subing due $a the contol the. en Benge lalaitiy, Utsticned 
at Mauritius being debited to Her Majesty’s Govern= 
aig ee ROR ON; EN : 214200 
biased 


a ii shove ipsa decease in epee he loving ioeen 
provided for:— 

provi of pene Alcorn ee ree ¢ 
instead of for part only as in 1898-99 . Taste 
Seat deduction i Tia om cot of ent proven _ 
in the Home Estimates. . 
Mobilisation Equipment othe ditional ap acd 
among the extra units of tthe field Army , , 
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| by irrigation is small, the prospects of the coming year are 
ave been found necessary to make any substantial provision 
“for besa of scarcity. Out of Rx. 85,000 provided last year to meet the 
probable wants of certain districts in Madras where the cold weather rains had 
rly ay Ra 1,700 was spent and the small sum of Rx. 5,700 now 
is almost entirely intended to meet the Slalom alad piesa 
and Sia te deghousig districts of the Punjab. 
| 141, The Budget Estimate of Ge Sete Rp tal ‘the , 
construction of Protective Railways, aah Tee ee enige te 
Rx. 695,400 distributed as follow: 
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Woeking Expenses 54" 9S 
Interest on Debt, ‘ . . 
‘Guaranteed Companies : 
Surplus Profits, Land, and Supervision . 
Irrigation, Minor Works and Navigation. _ 51,500 
Military Works °. ew we 163,800 
Civil Buildings and Roads. =, se 648,700 

144. The Madras Estimate under 3.—Land Revenue includes an increase 
.of Rx. 38,700 mainly intended to provide for a long standing scheme for the im- 
provement of the position of Taluk Gomastahs, for the revision of Village Estab- 
lishments, and the extension of Survey and Settlement. In Burma the charges 
of District Administration are being raised by Rx. 27,800 to meet the increased 
demands of a young Province with a growing Revenue. 

145. In Bengal an addition of Rx. 30,200 has been allotted under Police 
charges for improving the investigating staff of the District Police, and for 
strengthening the force in’Caleutta, A provision of Rx. 27,200 has been made 
in the North-Western Provinces for adding tothe number of Assistant District 
Superintendents and introducing reforms in the Rural Police System of Oudh. 
There are also'smaller increases in the Punjab, Madras, Bombay, and Assam 
due partly to plague charges and partly to the reorganisation of the force and 
the cost of supplying improved arms and accoutrements. 

146. Every Province, except the Punjab, anticipates a rise in Medical 
Expenditure, the largest increases being Rx, 131,500 in Madras and Rx. 79,200 
in Bombay, both mainly on account of the plague expenditure shown in detail in 
paragraph 103 above. As the general resources of both these Governments have 
been seriously reduced by famine and plague, the Government of India have 
as is explained above, come to their aid with contributions from Imperial 
Revenues. The specific contributions thus passed in the Estimates through 
the Land Revenue head are Rx. 64,100 in Madras, and Rx. 126,400 in 
Bombay. In addition to the increases shown under Provincial expenditure on 
plague a reserve of Rx. 209,500 has been provided under India General’ in 
order to meet any unforeseen necessities which may arise during the year. 

147. As no necessity for the relief of Famine is anticipated and the expendi- 

. ture on Protective Railways and Irrigation Works has been reduced, an addi- 
tional sum of Rx. 278,100 required to make up ‘the Famine Insurance grant 
to the full amount of Rx, 1,500,000 will be charged under Reduction of Debt. 

148. ‘The increase of Rx. 276,300 under the Working Expenses State 
Railways is due to provision being made for heavier traffic, a greal 
open line, and extensive renewals of permanent-way’ and other ‘works 
been left unfinished during the current year. 

149. The increase in the Railway Interest. represents the i 
“gt ‘new capital outlay to be undertaken on Railways. — ‘ 

. 150. The increase of Rx. 250,700 under Guaranteed Con 
eae the fact that the moiety of surplus profits payable to the 
Teese are rnin. is estimated at yas 187,000 against 
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any small amount of Rs profits that may be declared, 

151. The. greater portion of the increase under Minor Works and Navi- apap: 
gation occurs in Burma and Bombay, and is due to the gradual extension of the 4 ‘Nesiged 
works classified under this head. ~ 


152. The increase of Rx. 163,800 on account of Military Works includes pez 
a sum of Rx. 150,000 which bas been added to the ordinary grant for Military M/#tony 
‘Works in order to provide for defensive works beyond the administrative frontier 
of India. ie 

153+ The increase under Civil Buildings and Roads is occasioned by the sBont9 
fact that the greater part of the free grants made to Provincial Goyernments in Ogi eial 
aid of their general resources have been entered under this head with the object 
of rendering them available for immediate expenditure if the financial position of 
the Governments concerned admits of it. 

154. The increase of £18,800in Sterling receipts in England occurs almost 1897-1900. 

_ entirely under Army Receipts, and is due to larger receipts under the head of Rvwnng™ 

Indian Troop Service and larger recoveries on account of the value of clothing, 
accoutrements, etc., in the possession of Regiments on their transfer ftom the 
Indian to the British establishment. 

155. The Sterling expenditure in England is estimated at £16,531,600 as 1829:1000- 
compared with £ 16,474,800, the forecast for the current year. Eependitare 


account for ee The charges ion account of the Post Office are less by 
417,400 owing to amore favourable adjustment of the cost of the Eastern 
Mail Service as between the English and Indian Post Offices. 

The payments of interest on capital deposited by Railway Companies show 
an increase of £42,600 due to further deposits of capital made by the East 
Indian Railway, the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, and the Indian Midland Railway. 
A decline in the charges onaccount of the Assam-Bengal Railway is owing to 
the rate of interest guaranteed on the Company’s share capital having been 
reduced from 33 to 3 per cent. 

‘The Civil Superannuation and Pension Charges show an increase of £43,900, 
owing to a gradual increase in the claims to pension. 

_Under Effective Army charges the total in 1899-1900 is about the same 
as in the Budget Estimate of 1868-99, but the cost of the Indian Troop Service 
and the Miscellaneous charges will be less by £8,000, while, on the other hand, 
the estimate of the payments to the War Office in respect of British Forces 
serving in India is higher by £9,000. 

Under Non-Effective Army Charges there will be a total i increase of £21,000. 
made up of an increase in the payments to the War Office of £37,000), of small” 
increases under Miscellaneous Pensions and other charges aggregating £4,000, 
and a reduction of £20,000 in the charges for pay and pensions of non-effective 
and retired officers of the Indian Service. 

156. ‘The charge for Exchange on the net Sterling expenditure during the pet 
coming year is less by Rx. 569,600 than in the Budget Estimate of 1898-99. "shane: 
The net Sterling expenditure is moi than in the Estimate’ of 1898-99 by 

n difference at the rate of £1=R156, being 


det Patina for 1898-99, is Rx. as The direct 
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157. Throughout the period covered by the statement the Land Revenue of 
the area included under India General, has been below the standard of 
Rx. 175,000 attained in 1893-94. It escaped the influence of the famine of 
soho) be Gus the besten Yea rs a ee eee 
owing to a failure of the rains and general scarcity in Ajmir. Ani aesaicaess 
is. looked for in the coming year. 
et Se In the Central Provinces the whole area was affected by famine which 
seapes at s er than anywhere else in India, The effect on the 


Rx. 56,000 and the eae 36, 
information shows that there has been som failure of « 
e has Bes 





: d Revenue. In the ng year the revenue was affected 
by the earthquake which reduced for the time being the tax-paying capacity of the 
P j Kamrup and Nowgong large tracts of land have been rendered 

uncultivable by the sand thathas been thrown up. ‘The reduction of revenue from 
this cause is estimated by the Chief Commissioner at not less than a lakh of 
. Allowance has been made for this in framing the Budget of 1899-1900. 

161. In Bengal the Land Revenue being permanently settled at very low 
rates is to a great extent beyond the reach of famine, but the calamity of 1896-97, 
which extended to the whole of North Behar, toa large part of Chota Nagpur 
and Western Bengal and to isolated tracts in Central Bengal, directly affected the 
rental of Government Estates where the State is itself the landlord, and reduced 
the recoveries of survey charges in Behar. s % 

162. Distress in the North-Western Provinces began early and was widely 
diffused but the recovery of the country has been rapid. The Revised’ Estimate 
includes Rx. 440,000 on account of suspensions of revenue, and the Budget 
anticipates recoveries of Rx, 417,300 on this account besides Rx. 77,800 due to 
revision of settlements. : 

163. Inthe Punjab the revenue rose directly the famine was over, and 
although during the current year the estimate has not been worked up to and 
suspensions of revenue have been necessary in Hissar and the neighbouring, 
districts, it is hoped that this will be counteracted by extension of cultivation 
along the Chenab Canal and in the Montgomery district. ‘ 

164. The Revenue in Madras is improving in the manner characteristic of the 
Province. The balance in arrear at the close of 1895-97 has been steadily 
reduced and the Budget anticipates an increase of Rx. 70,990 from the resettle- 
ment of the Kistna and Godavari districts and from extension of cultivation. 

163. In spite of famine and plague in Bombay arrears of revenue amounting 
to Rx. 250,500 have been recovered in the current year and a favourable inunda- 
tion in Sindh has swelled the revenue by expanding the cultivated area. In the 
coming year there will be smaller arrears to collect, and the conditions in 

. Sindh are expected to be less favourable, but Rx. 51,000 will be added to the 
demand by revision of settlements. ’ ; 
OPIUM. 
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prices obtained in China. The growing competition of the Chinese drug 
prevented the prices in China from rising in proportion to the increased value of 
the rupee due to the Currency legislation of 1893. The trade has also been 
handicapped by the uncertainties of exchange and the stringency of the Indian 
money market, These latter conditions have now improved and somewhat larger 
stocks are available for the China market. - It is therefore hoped that the tise of 
Opium revenue in the current year, which was due largely to.a scanty crop 
China, may continue. Sy 
‘The decline in the exports of Malwa Opium which the table brings out, 
and its recent revival, are due to the same causes as those which affected 
Bengal Opium. The revival has been helped by the reduction of the pass-duty, 
which was found to be more than a declining trade could bear, to R500 per 
chest. 

The receipts from Excise Opium are governed by the same causes as Excise 
Revenue generally, but as the consumers of opium are a comparatively well-to-do 
class, the returns are perhaps somewhat less sensitive to the influence of famine. 

167. The main. items of expenditure’ are payments to cultivators, the 
amount of which varies directly with the number of chests of Bengal Opium 
produced, and the quantity of Malwa Opium purchased for excise purposes which 
depends on the anticipated demand. The increase in charges is also due tothe 
fact that the position of the officers of the Opium Department, which had long 
been admitted to be unsatisfactory, has of late years been bettered. 
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168. The fluctuations of the aggregate Salt Revenue correspond closely to 
the material condition of the mass of the people who consume salt. A sharp 
decline in the famine year 1896-97 has been followed by a gradual rise which in 
the Revised Estimate for the current year exceeded the standard of the revenue of 
1895-96. The Bengal statistics, however, follow a somewhat different 
There the receipts rose in 1896-97 and fell in 1897-98 when the revenue 
every other Province shows arise. In explanation of this it may be observed, 
first, ‘that large portions of the area supplied from Bengal escaped famine 
altogether, while the cultivating classes found their purchasing power greatly. 
augmented by high prices; secondly, that the demand of 1897-98 was ae 
the earthquake and cyclone of 1897; and thirdly, that imported salt 
sensitive to local influences than salt produced in the country. 3} 

The increase in the revenue in Northern India during the 







* mainly due to the revival of traffie in Kohat Salt since the 


frontier disturbances. It is doubtful, however, whether tl 


the same scale during the comit ; 
Ex plgietenrlotplerneed ort 




















169, The Stamp Revenue depends on such a wide variety of transactions that 
fluctuations in its aggregate. yield can hardly be ascribed to any single cause. 
Scarcity, for example, exercises a converse effect on the demand for the two main 
classes of Stamps.. On the one hand it compels self-denial in the pursuit of 
litigation, on the other it promotes the execution of documents for the purpose of 
raising money. Both these tendencies are reflected in the revenue returns. The 
receipts from Court-fees drop sharply in the famine year, but they recover at 
‘once, and their progress is so rapid that its effect was greatly under-estimated in 
framing the Budget of the current year. In the case of Commercial Stamps the 
course of development is reversed. The revenue rises in the famine year and falls 
continuously from that time to a level below that of 1895-96. It was over-esti-~ 
mated in the Budget of the current year, and the figure taken for 1899-1900 
represents only a moderate advance on the standard of 1895-96. 


EXCISE, 








‘of Excise Revenue, like the growth of the receipts from 
the ability of the people to spend money on luxuries. _ 
‘show accordingly a marked decline, and in Bombay, 
apprehension to which it gives rise, the 


i 





eae gee 
"standard of 1895-96 has not yet been 
hand, the effect of the famine and apprehended plague 
- atime neutralised by the extension of the tree-tax system of raising reven 
toddy. This system attained its present maximum application in 1897-98. The — 
increase of charges is due to the adoption of more eflicient methods of adminis- 
tration and prevention. 





PROVINCIAL RATES. 














‘Accounts, | Accounts, naestat 
weer! | sora ae Bae’ 





Rm. | ore | Re | Re | Re 
2,086,080 | 2,269,731 | 2,320,600 | 2,402,300 | 2:374.400 
657.260 | 641,731 | 671,600'| 670,000 | 67 
oe 678,399 | 726,400 | 737,100 | 748,600 
ic 133¢429 | 135.400 | 142,700 | 152,900 





8536855 | 3.723.290 | 3,860,000 | 3,952,100 | 3:9§1,500 














sae | "52590 | Sadeo} $5,700 | 60,600 











171. As ‘was pointed out last year, the'revenue from Provincial Rates is deter- 
mined by the causes affecting Land Revenue, 'to’ Which in most Provinces the rates 
bear a‘definite relation. The rise of ‘revenue'in the last three years’ correspotids 
therefore to the recovery of Land Revenue from famine influences. ‘It should be 
added, however, that in tracts where'the Land Revemie’ is permanently settled 
the revenue from Provincial Rates “is increased independently of the Land 
Revenue by the'petiodical revaluation of the aberepate’ relilal of ‘a’ district fer 
the purpose of levying these cesses. 
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o the exempt ‘otton yarns from duty: a 

ction uty on cotton manufactures he geek re a 
of the trade in cotton goods was not affected until the following year when 
imports declined greatly. Since then business has revived, but it is still suffer- 
ing from the effects of the plague in'Bombay, a great producing and distributing 
centre, and from the overstocking of markets in China and Japan. The revenue 
from, oils is derived chiefly from kerosene. . The trade in this article fluctuates 
greatly and the cheaper oils from Russia and Sumatra are now beginning to 
compete successfully with the finer American oil, The increase under articles 
of food and drink is due to the imports of beet-sugar, principally. from Germany 
and Austria, which has been poured into India in considerable quantities, The 
extraordinary rise in the imports of silver, especially in a year when the 
effects of the famine were still severely felt, isa phenomenon of which no satis- 
factory explanation has been found, but the trade is now diminishing and with 
a large demand springing up for gold, the decrease next year is expected to 
be considerable. The export duty shows a great contraction in 1896-97 and 
1897-98 owing to great quantities of Burma rice, which would otherwise have 
been exported to foreign countries and have paid duty accordingly, beifig 
diyerted to India to meet the famine demand. The large exports of 1898-99 
followed ona bumper crop in Burma, the chief exporting province, but such’ a 
harvest is not expected to recur and the surplus available for export to foreign coun 
tries during 1899-1900 is likely to be considerably less than in the previous year. 


ASSESSED TAXES. 
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Budget. | Revised. 
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Deduction by Government from 


Salaries, Pensions, and Interest pan a oe 
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173. The progress of this branch of revenue depends upon the general pros- 
perity of the classes from which it is collected and upon the improvements con- 
stantly being introduced in the methods of assessing and levying the tax. The 
people by whom it is paid are to a great extent either independent, of adverse 
seasonal influences, or derive a profit from their direct or indirect results, and the 
revenue accordingly does not show any distinct variation in relation to scarcity. 
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timate t year is due to the 1 
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INTEREST RECEIPTS. 











175. On the subject of interest receipts there is nothing to be added to the — 
explanations already given in paragraph 120 above. 


INTEREST EXPENDITURE. 
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ae POST OFFICE, TELEGRAPH, AND MINT. 





‘Accounts, | Accounts, | Accou 
vege | asyogr” | 89798 





Rx. Rx. Rx. Rx. 
783,474 | 1,879,163, fr ed 1,896,200 
Ts2OZILE | 14729474 | Us] 147315100 
+80,363 | +149,689 | +116,900 | +165,100 
1,071,824 | 1, 1,231, 1,081,700 | 1,101,400 
779917 Soo B27, 808,700 | 830.200 
=f Near «| +348,033 | +300,547 | +489,750 | +404,100 | +273,000 | +271,200 
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177. The Postal revenue displays unbroken progress throughout the period, 
and its advance in the coming year would have been more marked but for the 
introduction of the one-anna rate of postage to the United Kingdom and British 
Possessions and the concurrent reduction in the Inland rates of letter postage, 
At the same time a substantial addition has been made to the expenditure in 
order to provide for administrative improvements which have been needed for a 
long time. 

178. The Telegraph receipts of 1897-98 were abnormally high owing to the 
great use of the telegraph in connection with frontier wars, famine, and. plague, 
The decline experienced in the current year and anticipated in the next year is 
due partly to the cessation of military operations and partly to the increased 
popularity of deferred telegrams. 

179. The increase in the Mint expenditure in 1893-99 is explained in para- 
“graph 109 above. 


CIVIL DEPARTMENTS, 
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«Territorial and Political 
Pensions. 5 






includes a large increase under. 

secsisy V7 i atten ola Bombay and its spread to 

and likely to be further enhanced by the recent appearance of the se 
in Calcutta. Provision has been made in Burma for the appointment — 
of an additional Judicial Commissioner and for increasing the salaries of the 
Civil Administrative Staff, while in Bengal two Additional District and Sessions — 
Judges and several temporary Subordinate Judges and Munsifs are to be 
appointed. The Police are to be strengthened in Bengal, the North-Western 
Provinces, Madras and Bombay. 


MISCELLANEOUS CIVIL CHARGES. 
























1898-09. 
‘Accounts, | “Accousta,” | “Accounts, || 1908, 
vase | eer | rr | | ma ‘Wages 





4540082 437997 | 44a458 430,000 | 436,500 | 427,700 
Civil Furlough and Ab- 


sentee Allowances— 
India so. 793 148 763, 700 1,700 700 
England . «| 223537 225,783 | 187,640 226,000 | 262,300 226,000 
Exchange . «| 169,837 149,205 | 105,664, 126,500 131,100 118,400 


‘Superannuation Allow- 
ances and: Pensions— 


Indias + «| 969146 | 1,005,961 | 11048595 | 1,072,300 | 1,068,200 | 1,093,200 


England =. «| 1,817,594 1874519 | 19000744 14925)700 1,044,000 | 1,969,000 
Exchange . «| | 1,381029 238,745 | 1,070,910 1,078,400 | 972/000 | 1,031,400 
Stationery and Printing | 685,187 619523 | 724,093 ‘68g;000 | 708,300 | 721,800 
Miscellaneous . «| 232,027 244,830 | 2244059 229,000 | 250,100 2§5,300 























Torar Rx. «| §1933:332 | 5856709 | $716,826 | 5.777600 5,774,200 | 5,843;500 





181, The causes affecting this group of charges continue to operate on their 
usual scale and no special explanatory remarks are called for. . 


FAMINE RELIEF AND INSURANCE. is 
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"RAILWAY REVENUE ACCOUNT, 
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‘Other Charges. * 89,900, 148,921/ —129,98y| 30,300] #309 204,900 

ee 

Stirierics— 3 


‘State Railways— 
Capital Expenditure to March 


a3 
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183. The Revised Estimate of net receipts on State Railways is better than 
‘the Budget Estimate for 1898-99 by Rx. 207,100. The improvement is chiefly 
‘on the North-Western and Rajputana-Malwa Railways, due to a large traffic in 
‘grain, seeds and cotton. i ‘ 
184. The reduction in the Interest charges in India follows on the smaller 
outlay ‘on Construction due to short shipments of stores from England. The tise 
in the rate of Exchange has caused a considerable saving on the Sterling charges, 
thus making the net result considerably better than in the original estimate. 

Be 185, The net receipts from State Railways in 1899-1900 are estimated at 


than the Estimate for 1898-99 in anticipation of a 


improvement in traffic based on the ‘excellent prospects of the spring 


‘the additional which it isexpected will be | ; ; 
he speek aie ee 


e increase in 






{for heavy, renewals. of way and works un 898-99. The 
‘roe Interest charges, chiefly in India, due to the progress of 


186. The Revised Estimate of net receipts from Guaranteed nek 
4, exceeds. the original Estimate by Rx, 571,000. This result is due to a ms 
|) © improvement in goods traffic on the Great Indian Peninsula and Bombay, 
& _and\Central India Railways following on an amelioration of the unfavourable c 
* tions which obtained during the last two years, as well as to a reduction in the 
outlay on renewals on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 
i ih ‘The increase in Surplus Profits and other charges in India is more than 
 a.'y) govered by the saving in Exchange on Sterling Interest, leaving the net result, 
* "Rx. 606,600, better than the original Estimate. 
A further improvement in traffic is expected in 1899-1900, but owing: 
to the increase in Surplus Profits, ete., payable in India, and to thelower rate of 
Exchange adopted, the net result falls short of the Revised Estimate by — 
Rx. 0,700 only. ‘ z * 








































IRRIGATION. 
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187. The Revised Estimate of direct receipts from Major Works is better th 
the Budget Estimate for 1898-99 by Rx. 193,200. The increase occurs 
in the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, and is due to a 
area having been irrigated in the past £arif season than was anticipated. T 
small increase of Rx. 22,700 in the receipts from Minor Nike ee c 
the same cause, and partly to the revenue in the Montgomery District | wag 
hitherto shown as Indirect, having been treated as Direct receipts 
with the new Schedule of Water-rates. The Budget Estimate for 
been based on normal demands for water in the Aharif season of 1899, 
allowing for an increase of Rx. 30,800 in the revenue from the 

due to development of irrigation, provides also for favourable rabs 

in Working Expenses. The increase of Rx, 27,100 in 
f provided for in 1899-1900 is due to additional lengths of 

; being opened for irrigation. 
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Phe figures in this table are taken from the administrative accounts, of Minoe Work: 
interest on cue Capital Outlay is not charged, as the Capital Expenditure is incurred from Revenue. 
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‘ection with the free grants to Local Governments of | 
ined in paragraph 65 ; the total increase over this year in the 
ion is Rx. 799,000, and in the Local Section Rx. 86,700, 


ARMY SERVICES. 
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diture of 29% crores of rupees, was referred ¢o and explained. 
‘The year 1898-99 being the last of the three years to which the p 
“» gramme of 293 crores applied, it was considered necessary to preparea 
gramme of Railway Construction for the three years from 1899-19 
ies . The large Cash Balances in the Indian Treasuries, which justifi 
the policy of extending Railway Construction which was adopted in 1895- 
_ have now been exhausted. The new estimate of expenditure has accordingly b 
ramed at a moderate figure, and a programme for the next three years. we 
ing up to Rx. 20,322,100 has been sanctioned by the Secretary of State. 
sequence, however, of the heavy lapse on the grant for 1898-99, amountil 
x. 2,401,400, much of which is due to short outlay in England consequent on 
. engineering strikes and the failure of contractors to complete orders placed w 
= them for stores, it has been decided, with the concutrence of the Secretary of State,, 
¥- add a sum of Rx. 1,050,006, representing a portion of this lapse, to the grat 
_ "for 1899-1900. A further addition of Rx. 1,0¢0,0co has since been provis 
* sanctioned under certain conditions, subject to the Secretary of State's app 
“« This new programme includes all Railway Construction for which Goverm 
“fundertakes any responsibility or gives any guarantee, and includes therefore, We 
i ition to the classes of outlay provided for in the earlier programme, (1) fhe. 
~ @Capital expenditure of the three old Guaranteed Companies, and (2) outlay om 
| @ branch lines of Railway incurred by Private Companies on firm guarantee 
by Government. The details of the new programme may be compared as 
follows with the corresponding expenditure in the three years ending wit 
898-99 :— ? 
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759000 
48,000 
e 3/475,000 
Guaranteed Kailways--Open Lines 4,125,900 
» Extensions Spee: 759,000 
fiaich Vine\Companian” rae 4 "334 500 
East Indian Railway Company's Debentures Se le cee eaagason 


Tora. 13:051,300 
ee 


19§. During the course of the year it became apparent that, owing to the 
of Englsh stores consequent on the engineering strikes in England 
causes, it would be impossible to work up to the amount of the Budget 
te. It was also decided that expenditure on the jetties at Chittagong 
ld not be treated as Miscellaneous Public Improvements not charged 
pues but siotlddonn apart obtahe expeadivict under eStats es 
Construction,” the necessary adjustment in regard to previous expendi- 
e being duly carried out. The Revised Estimates for Capital expenditure » 


aie of Protective Railways z “ * 605,400 
‘48—State Railways—Construction . +. 2,882,200 
irrigation + + 692,200 
Capital Account of Indian Railway Companies é 2)937.390 
Guaranteed Railways—Open Lines. +. 582,800 
» ‘Extensions. 4." . . «298,890 

Branch Line Companies. Banani 218,000 
Bast Indian Railway Company's Debentures |=.” 4573.80 


Totat » — 9)850,500 


a sum less by Rx. 3,200,800 than the amount of the Budget Estimate. 

n addition to the above sum, the Branch Line Companies not in receipt 
4 firm guarantee and the Companies whdse accounts afe outside the 

ernment accounts are expected to spend during the year Rx. 1,470,100 as 


h Line Companies— 
~ Ahmedabad-Parantij 
Mymensingb- ‘ee eye 


South Behar. 
Tapti Valley 


tside the Government Accounts— 
Bengal and North-Western Ralinay Skteisioay 
Segomtie Rall 





, Rx. 
__» 1899-1900 . Pa iecathe 6,772,700 
1900-T + ‘i + eae 6,728,400 
W902 . i 6,821,000 


20322,:00 
—_ 


‘a sum of Rx. 6,772,700. The reasons for the heavy lapse on the gra 
1898-99, amounting to Rx. 2,401,490, have al-eady been stated in paragraph f 

ove, and it has been explained that a sum of Rx. 2,130,000 has beeh 
‘to the grant for 1893-1900. With this addition the total amount available f 
‘expenditure on construction of Railways will stand at Rx. 8,922,700. From 
figure, however, it will be necessary to deduct a sum of Rx. 100,000 on accoi 
‘of the Capital cost of. the Umaria Colliery which will be transferred to the 
Durbar with effect from 1st April 1899. The net amount entered in the Est 
for construction of Railways therefore stands at Rx. 8,822,700. 

This sum has been distributed for expenditure on Railways as under :— 


Rx. 
. 490,000 
465,000 
2,841,900 


34-—Construction of Protective Railways ‘ 
. . 168,000 


48.—State Railways—Construction 
Capital of Indian Railway Companies 
Branch Line Companies caer melle 
Guaranteed Railways and Extensions . 


1,107,800 
East Indian Railway Company's Debentures 


"759/000 


Total amount available, 8,822,700 


—= 
In addition to the above, further Capital expenditure will also be incam 
. 1899-1900 by Branch Line Companies not in receipt of a firm guarantee, and 
Companies whose accounts are outside the Government accounts, to the 
Rx. 950,300 as under :— 


Branch Line Companies — 
‘Abmedabad-Parantij . 
‘Mymensingh-Jamalpur 





mounts to Rx. 10,629,000, 
nounts : 


48—State Railways—Construction. 
‘The Budget grant for 1897-98 amounted to Rx. 5,838,600 as under : 
Ee Re 


Total provision in rile tend eT SINCE sear 
Rs. 
Deduct—Capital of Indian Railway Com- 
panies (Rx. 3,710,000 Jess 
Rx. 1,200,000 for East indian 
Railway) 2 4st 2)510,000 
Provision for Burma Railways... 1,900,000 
Additional provision for expenditure 
"in England on the Assam-Bengal 
Railway. (Rx. 199,300— 
Rx. 80000). sss 119,300 ~ 
—— 3,619,300 


ips 6,500,700 
Deduet—Amount provided for East Indian Railway from 
Aebentures raised hy Company) «ss 662,100 


” Grant available. 5,838,600 


‘99. The amounts provided for Railway Construction this year and next are 
vised Estimate, 1898-99, Rx. 5,151,400, and Budget Estimate, 1899-1900, 
4,705,000. These figures include. provision to the extent of Rx. 695, 
490,000, respectively, under the head: 34.—Construction of Protest 
ys... The distribution of the above totals is given in paragraph 28 of 
4 jent. piesa 
200. The distribution of the total expenditure on Railway Construction 
r State and Companies’ agency in each of the three years from 1897-98 to 
‘990, as given in paragraph 193, is as follows eh . 








., Expenditure in India. 


+ State Li 31348,109 
id Gonantcod Raia (nt Fep - ” 
ve Rx. | — 398,838 


- ~ 470,000 

presnme ditto, . (048 168, 
wit pa Guaranteed or Assisted Rall cr ied 
2.314.752 | 1%)786,400 


a Beat Lier on firm guarantee 1. Rx.) 124.258 '218}000 
‘ | eer ial 
i Torar INpia «| 5,393,322 |. 5,672,300 


| os 
TOTAL OF PROGRAMME «| 8,701,274 9,158,300 


‘Fo the above should be added the hoc 
‘amounts on account of expenditure on other 
‘Companies’ lines and expenditure on Railway | 
Construction from Provincial Revenues -— « 

ranch Lines 63,68: 
Railways, outside, of Government wine Sur? 
accounts ekg 0 90 
ne SPI Ba Nase 











GRAND TOTAL | 10,172,301 | 10,632,600 


- Reet raping eee 


: g01. The figures are:-— 


Budget, Revised, Badget, 
1898-99, Boao: 5. ag gep. 
‘Rs. Rx. Rx 


750,000 692,200 850,000 
the current year is likely to fall short of the 


: expenditure during 
Deen 57,800 owing chiefly to delay in starting work on 
‘ order to meet the heavy demands for sepenais on ne 


Foe th 





Section ‘VL.—Ways ‘and ‘Means. 
HOME TREASURY. Zi 


. > A 16,000,000 
ent i Debt incurred +] 6,000,000 
porary Debt incurred + | 600,000 
| Receipts from sh pned Companiee— 
a Sor discharge of « 1,491 G00 
eyatceteenaltors tt TL 9116;6,000 


Add—Opening Balance 2,168,254 


Tora. — «| 33,335,854 
a 
Ourcornes. 


ia 
f 


Tees of Expenditure over Revenue . — «| 16,286,500 | 16,091,200 
_ Expenditure not charged to Revenue. «| 4,119,400 793,100 
Permanent Debt discharged . «+ |_-3,384700 | 3,384,000 
‘Temporary Debt +. =| 6,000,000 | 6,000,000 
Assues to “Railway “Companies on Capital 
nt— 
discharge of debt. . ss | 491,600. 805,500 
h expenditure «| 2,316,500.| 1,823,900 
tances from India, net— 
= (a) Railway Companies’ Remittances | 302;300 | —62,700 
5 Family ard other Remittances . | 391,300 225,600 
1% ly R 
xt r 


Ada@—Closing Balance «| 2,242,854 | 4,304,444. 














Tora. — | 33,335,854 | 33:363,944" 


i excluding Loans and Council Bills, oe asotinen, 
then was ca “ooo ono of thie By the ele ison eis and 
‘meet the balance, 2,540,700, by raising Sterli loans in England. According 
the Revised Estimates the net dis eaten eee from discount 
loan raised during the year by means of 
2,600, so that if the sales of Council < b 
000, loan funds would have had to meet only pan 


"4 790 a8 hf uh the Pe 


Petia! 





i i Secretary of State to reduce temporary, 
borrowing on India Bills from £6,000,000 to £4,500,000, and the cash 
the Home Treasury at the end of the year is now expected to exceed the oj 
balance by £1,770,200. Although, for the reasons explained above, the sale of ils 
‘on India to the extent of £18,000,000 only would have been more than sufficient 
to cover the net disbursements of the Home Treasury in 1898-99, the Secretary 
‘of State has drawna million in excess of this sum with the object of fully meeting? 
| the large mercantile demand for remittance arising from the brisk trade of the 
4 ear. The drawings of 1899-1900 will be reduced: by a corresponding. -amount 
z 205. In accordance with the intention announced in paragraph 194 of the 
last Financial Statement, India Stock for £6,000,000 was issued in July 1898. 
_ The new stock was issued at 2} per cent: but owing to the unfavourable state 
of the money market at the time, the foan was taken up at the heavy discount of 
#} 11 95, 7d. per cent. The total amount tendered was £22,385,300, and 
minimum rate of See tenders was £88 5s, 6d, It is usual, when the am 
‘of discount on a new loan is moderate, to charge off meeeicbea, « 
_Revenues of the year in which the loan is raised; but. as in the present case 
“the discount comes to the large sum of £702, 300, it has been decided, in 
_ accordance with an arrangement sanctioned in 1886, to create a Sinking Fund fof! 
its discharge by annual payments for 50 years at an interest of 2} per cent per 
‘annum. Accordingly, the money actually raised by the loan, namely, £5,297, 720, 
is shown in the table in paragraph 203 as a receipt ‘on account of the loan, and | 
annual payment to the Sinking Fund, amounting to about £7,000, is, as 
| explained in paragraph 121, shown as expenditure. 
In accordance with the programme settled at the beginning of the 
_ 984,704. of Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway 4 per cent Debenture Stock was dis- 
* charged on the 6th May 1898, and 3,000,000/. India Debentures bearing interest 
at 3} per cent were also discharged on their expiry on 16th August 1898. 
206. In March lastit, was intended to raise 6,000,001. in 1898-09 by means 1869p. 
‘of India Bills so as to replace an equivalent amount falling due in the year; but 
in consequence of the larger amount received for Bills of Exchange on India onl: 
4,500,000/, of temporary debt had tobe replaced, and the remainder was diss — 
charged bya reduction in the cash balances. Of the 4,500,000/. India 
issued during the year, 2,500,000/, were issued in May 1898 and 2,000,000/. in 
September, both issues being for twelve months. The results of the loans were 


as follows :-— x em 
Amount Amount ang pide 
Month of I i 
seage lt tendered. accepted. 
& ese bs de 
May 1898 .. + + + 18,809,000 2,500,000 2 2 6 
1808, + 2)175/000 2,000,000 2 12 0 


~~ 207. The net. issues to Railway Companies in England in 1808-99 are now 
aeons ba 97,0001. against 640,500/. entered in the Budget Estin 
; Sree sie The following are the usual details -— i 





| Debentures of the Rohtkinid-Kumion Southern ‘Mabratta, mies and 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway Companies, aggregating £686,100, 
were renewed instead of being replaced by fresh Capital as was contemplated in the + 
Budget programme. ‘The Capital receipts from the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India; the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, and the Madras Railway were 
Jess by 541,700/. than the original estimate. On the other hand, the Indian 
Midland and Bengal-Nagpur Railways raised 51,800/. more, making the net 
“decrease in the amounts. of new Capital 1,176,000/. as shown above. The — 
item “ Miscellaneous” includes 97,490/. received from the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central Indja Railway Company as tribution from the Fire Insurance 
Fund towards the cost of renewing Warren girders. 

‘The estimates of the demands. of the Companies for stores, eatititintie 
charges, ete., have proved too high except in the case of the Bengal Central, the 
Bengal-Nagpur, and the Burma Railways. 

208. The following are the details of the remittance transactions of Railway 
panies working State lines in India, to which advances of funds are made in 
“England for the purchase of stores, etc., against adjustment in India by debit to 

~ the Railway Accounts :— 






























Bodget. Revised. 
Advances for purchase of Stores— f £ 
East Indian Railway. s+ «700,000 714;400 
Rajputana-Malwa. . . «65,000 —-70,600 
South Indian Railway 65,000 47,300 
Bengal and-North-Weslern Railway, 95,000 107,000 
§05;000 939300 : 
East Indian Railway Debentures. «620,000 1,000,000 
Transfer Fees, etc. . * fag he 2,500 2,000 — 









602,500 1,002,000 
f y= Relipens rn sesech 
Net Remittance from India’. |. "302,800 = 62,700 





The East Indian Railway has beet ahthonaed corals 1,090,¢ 

600,000/. entered in the Budget Estimate, and the advances 

“are now expected to be largely in excess of the original esti 
the several Companies. 

* 209. The increase in the net payments on account of 
‘remittances of £34,300 is the result of a number of large 
~“@emands for Railway stores required by Native States hat 
“the estimates sent from India, and the Revised Estimates 

ate! to be refunded to the Imperial Government 


att in "899-1900 
nd ¢ are estimated at 18,487,100 against 18,540,700 
of ES oo Coe ee seme trinesy sieSara Tg 
of State’s present estimate of the drawings in 1898-99 will produce a large 
increase cash oe the year, and this increase will be drawn upon 
to a considerable extent to mect the requirements of 1899-1900. Itt is there- 
‘ “present intention of the Secretary of State to draw during 1899-1900 
R 17,000,000 by Bills on india. 
"No increase in the Sterling debt in {8h5:tno0 is contemplated at present, 
asta 3 eran ea 7S eeee Oe Tew ein ples Eee 
falling due in 1899-1900 hk : covered by fresh issues of a corresponding 
According to the programme now announced, the net disbursements of the — 
‘Home Treasury will be met, in the year 1899-1900, by the sale of Bills on India| 
‘to the amount of £17,000,000 and by a reduction in the cash balances of 
63,487,100. rs 
21t, It should be understood that in stating the present intentions of the 
" Secretary of State no sort of pledge is given that he will adhere to the re ¥ 


gramme. 
INDIA, * 


Ra at. The following is a summary of the Estimate of Ways 4a Mean in 
india :— 





















me) 





























1898-99. 1899-1900. 
Budget. Revised. Budget. 
REceIPTS. Rx. Rx. Rx. * 
1, Excess of Revenue over the Expenditure E 
charged against it =. 26,298,400 | 28,196,200 28,808,000 
2. Rupee Loan 3,000,000 | 1,200,000 as 
3: licpenee es Uafunded Debt, mostly ef 7 
wings Bank Deposits, net 2 538,800 4 
4 Other items, nets Fares veel eg nr 
5. Remittances to ‘Secretary of State, net" 
(a) Railway Companies’ Remittances .| 302,500 | 62,700 736,000 
(6) Osher Remittances, +| 244,300 230,800 222,100 
Add—Opening Balance —.|_ 16,722,352 | 15,082,443 | 17,072,043 
Tora, —.|_-47;019,652 | 46,950,843 | 48,204,543 
OvrTcoINGs. Reh Rh Pe Mae 
6. Excess Exp Expenditure charged to Provincial 
Expenditure 3 tot charged to Revenue 2 5) et beh 
Aimapen bib discirped: erred bette 
9: Loans to Muni s, ete, ee ne 
en Capital wegen to Railway 
nets 








213: The excess of revenue in India over ol 
Sit was taken in the Budget Estimate of 1898-99 at Rx. 26,298,400, and 
assumed that it would’be possible to pay Rx. 24,960,000 on account of Co 
Bills during the year with the help of a rupee loan of Rx. 3,000,000 an: 
reduction in the cash balances of Rx. 513,400. The early cessation of 
‘operations on the frontier, the partial failure of the opium crop which reduced the — 
payments to cultivators, ‘and a satisfactory improvement in Railway and other 
revenues so far improved the cash balances as to’ enable Government to reduce 
the rupee loan of the year to Rx. 1,200,000 without curtailing the drawings of the 
Secretary of State in the early part of the year. As the year advanced, 
a steady increase of the revenue and large lapses inthe grants for Capital'expendi- 
ture added constantly to the balances and rendered it possible to meet — 
without difficulty payments for Council Bills considerably in excess of the Budget 
Estimate. It is now estimated that the revenue in excess of expenditure will” 
_ amount to Rx. 28,196,200; that the balances of Provincial Governments and 
Local Funds will be increased by Rx. 1,417,900 instead of being reduced by 
Rx. 116,800 as anticipated in the Budget; and that the Capital expenditure of 
Government not charged to Revenue will be Rx. 1,618,600 less than the original 
estimate, The net result of these and other variations is that in spite of the 
proposed rupee loan having been reduced by Rx. 1,800,000, Rx. 28,067,000. will 
be paid on account of Council Bills, and the year will close with a cash balance 
of Rx..17,072,043, being Rx. 1,089,600 in excess of the opening balance of the 
year. 

214. It was announced in paragraph 200 of the last Financial Statement 
that a new loan of Rx. 3,000,000 would be raised in India in 1898-99. But 
owing to the scarcity of loanable Capital, due partly to famine and plague 
and partly to the Exchange Banks having remitted their surplus balances 
to England, the prospects of raising such a large amount in the Indian market were 
unfavourable. Asa review of the Ways and Means in June 1898 showed that 
owing to a general improvement in revenue prospects a loan of Rx. 1,200,000 
might be silfficient, it was decided to borrow that amount only. The state of the 
market made it impossible to attempt a 3 per cent loan, and the loan was 
therefore raised at 3} per cent as in 1897-98. 

_ The loan of Rx. 1,200,000 was issued on goth July 1898, and tenders for it 
were received on 24th August 1898 The unfavourable state of the money | 
market affected the result, and the loan was raised at a discount of R5-3} annas 
per cent. 

215. The Revenue Account for 1899-1900 as now made up closes with a sur- - 
plus of Rx. 3,932,600. The Capital expenditure on Railways and Canals not 
charged to Revenue must of necessity be provided for either from the surplus 
revenue, or by reducing the cash balances, or by contracting a loan. In 
x 1899-1900 the requirements for Capital expenditure are— 






































ee 
(1) Government expenditure in India +4. 3)275)600. 
(2) Government expenditure in England (£ 682,100 converted 
atisid.the rupee) wath Oy big, yma ayaee! 
(3) Net disbursements to Railway Companies in India + 1,385,600 
ait (4) Net disbursements to Railway Companies in England 
(£475,700 converted at 1534. the rupee), . «784,900 












Torat i 5 Ms 


Of the total sum of Rx, 6,395,500 thus required in England 
for the purpose of Capital expenditure during 1899-1900, £1, 





he remainder Rx. 4,129,400 will be more than covered by. the surplus revenue 

timated at Rx. 3,932,600 and-an estimated reduction in the cash balances in 
India of Rx. 392,600. - Accordingly no new rupee loan will be required in India 
for the purpose of Capital expenditure in 1899-1900. 
Apart from ‘the revenue surplus mentioned above, there will bea net 
receipt on account jof Unfunded Debt—chiefly Savings Bank deposits—of 
Rx, 521,900, ahd Rx. 603,900 (included in “ Other items” in the table in para- 
graph 212) out of the Famine Insurance Grant of Rx. 1,509,000 will be available ” 
for appropriation in reduction of debt. Against these important receipts there will 
be taken the expenditure of “Provincial Governments from accumulated balances 
“(Rx. 924,700), the payments for rupee debt discharged (Rx. 190,000), and 
the loans by Government (Rx. 248,800).. The payments of Council Bills 
"in 1893-t900 as entered in the Estimates will be Rx, 26,104,700 including 
exchange, or Rx. 1,144,700 more than the corresponding figure in the Budget 
Estimates of 1898-99. 
216, As above. stated, no rupee loan in India will be required in 1899-1900, 
and it is not-the present intention of the Government of India to raise any such 
loan. in the year. Full liberty is, however, reserved as usual to alter the pro- 
gtamme, as now announced, to any extent that may be considered desirable. 

217. The following table gives the details of the transactions of Savings Savings Banks, 

Banks during the last few years and the estimated transactions for 1898-99 and 
1899-1900 :— 


































































¥ Net additions Total | 

a 20 Gepehitn Lenscees addition, ey | 
SE Na Sat at aE PE 250700 279,700 30,400 
5 eae ae oa ts la 16212) 300,200 Be spe. 
1892-93. . . . . 548,900 339,400 888,300 
1893-04 + +e mie 179,900 308,000 547,990 
1894-05 + . . . . . —84,500 297,000 @ 212,500 
Sa ane: aie ee 247,700 338,500 586,200 
1896-97 6 ee | 581,200 340,600 234,500 
1897908 ne sictncy chen seem n> a | =3b5 3,800 327,000 330,100 
1898-99, Budget Rta oie 156,700 327,500 484,200 
1898-99, Revised . . "90,300 325,700 235,400 
1899-1900, Budget 126,500 330,600 463,100 














218. The Budget Estimate of 1898-99 anticipated a small addition of 
Rx, 156,700 to the net deposits, but according to the present estimates there will be 
a net withdrawal of Rx. 90,300 apart from interest. This result is attributed to 
the low price ruling for Government securities throughout the greater part of the 
year having encouraged small investors to withdraw their money from Sayings 
Banks and buy Government paper. The price of 33 per cent Government 
secirrities is now above par, and in preparing the Budget Estimates for 1899-1900 
allowance has been made for a small addition to the net deposits of Rx. 126,500. 

219. The transactions during the year 1898-99 under the head of Loans by Loans 
Government are now expected to resultin a net receipt of Rx. 262,500 against ™™" 
Rx. 62,200 entered in the Budget Estimate, an increase in the receipts of 
Rx. 200,300. This increase is made up of an increase in the recoveries of 
Rx. 174,400 and a decrease in the advances of Rx. 25,900. As is usually the 
‘ease, the allotments asked for by Provincial Governments on behalf of local 












of improvement for ‘which the loans were 
are largest in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 

The recoveries were also larger than the original estimates, chiefly 
Central Provinces and the North-Western Provinces. 

Provision has been made in the Budget Estimate of 1899-1900 for 


advances aggregating Rx. 989,600 and recoveries of past loans, Rx. 740, 
The following are the figures of gross recoveries and issues for the six 


ending 1899-1900 :— 





Issues. Recoveries. 
1894-05 ¥ m . . . «+ 686,806 — 512;267 
3895-66 ee ee IIB $06,246 
1896-97 ‘ . . + 4337:194 542,638 . 
PBIB, meh isn p wan yyy) Min 1,466,739 958,153 ” 
1898-99, Revised » s+ ss 778/700 1,034,200 ‘ 
1899-1900, Budget» Sse (989,600 740,800 


It will be observed that the large issues of the later years of the period have 
been to a great extent met by large recoveries which in their turn were rendered 
possible by the liberal scale on which certain classes of loans. were given in years 
of scarcity. The estimates for next year include a large provision for loans to 
agriculturists and cultivators in the Punjab required partly for the relief of 
distress apprehended in the Hissar District, but chiefly in connection with the 
Chenab Canal Colonisation Project from which a substantial increase of revenue 
is expected. Allowance has been made for plague loans as far as they can 
be foreseen at present, A sum of Rx. 100,000 representing the Capital cost 
of the Umaria Colliery is also included in the figures as a loan to the Rewa 
Durbar. The Colliery will be transferred to the Durbar with effect from rst 
April 1899, and pending recovery of the cost the amount is written off the Capital 
Account of Railways by transfer to the Loan Account. 

220. The year 1899-1900 is estimated to close with a cash balance in the 
Indian Treasuries of Rx. 16,679,443, which is less than the opening balance of 
the year y Rx. 392,600. i 

J. WESTLAND. 
CALCUTTA; 
March 20, 1899. e 





- Revised Estimates ee 
Budget Estimates nig 


orto 


SONTENTS. 
Grennst Statamant of the Accouxrs and Esrimares of the Reiadane Ribaiennr 
and Racmirrs and Dispursemewts of the Government cf Iwo, in Iwpta and in 
Se erpaseee a= aysci Gg sie) Sd tngetvuganst wit ae | eal gare 
| A—Sraramewt of the Revewve of Iwora, in Ixpra and in Ewotaxp tus 
B.—Sraraumwr of the Exeawprture chargeable on the Revaxvzs of Impia, in Inpia and 


age Sem an nin evens a % 
—Accounr of and Looat Stvinos charged to Ravene, and held atthe - ae 
- disposal ¢ Provincia, Governments under their PRovINcIAL Serr cam ents + 4 


“E—Srarmuant of Nev Ruvexux and Exreyorruni—Inpus and Hxoiano EN a ie 





‘by Military Department 6s 
Tora Revexoe 


Deposits, and Advances— 
manent Debt (net Incurred). 6 
Debt (net Incurred). sg 
ton ed Debt (net incurred) » ss 
Advances (net). ++ 
and Advances by Imperial Government 


Advances by Provincial Governments, 


mewetoet) $+ ea ew 
of State's Bills drawn. 4s 


Totat Recurers 
Balance on ast April—India 
England . 


GRAND TOTAL. 


Fort Winuias, 
AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT; — 


{net 


(net 








SA 80454 
49841.205 
8,728,842 
635154273 


$72,241 
31370548 
1723511 
1940,004 
21,260/886 
31560,804 
667,823 
981,864, 


601779 


95506077 

EES 

120,015,483, 
13.873.952 


2,832,354 





99,442,004 








2716791400 
51679,400, 
9)047,200 
41839,900 | 
$:731,000 
45898,400 
99113,600 
(66,989,200 


9701100,) 
3/05 44400 


* 748,400 


9843700 
22,736,400 
314615700 
696,400 
924,800 
401,566,100 











Bodorr Kenmare, 
ios 





xpendit 
Direct Demantis on the Revenues » 10816813, 11,210,900 10)712,300 
ra nick Maye ree ra 3472,260 3,378,600 3076.80 
Post Office, Telegraphyand Mint. 2,869,525, 2,932,000 2,840,990 
‘Salaries and Expenses of Civil Departments 15,739547 15,694,800 15)71§,900 
Miscallaneous Civil Charges. 0. 3 55716826 $774,200 
Famine Relief and insurance». ss 5,363,135 | 13176.100 
tte teat ede seictnestat si 
Railway Revenue Account 22,693,502 
Trsigatign ea tor: aa 344,085, 
Buildingsand Roads. . 5418036 
Army Services. + x 26,996,774, 


‘Special Defence Works =. z 23,708 





oTaL Exeenprrune, Iomrmnrac an Provinoras Rx.) « 103,258,803 
Provincial Surpluses: that is, portion of Allote 
‘ments to Provincial Governments not spent 
bythemintheyear . +. ee 203,252 
ovineial Deficits: that is, portion of Pro- 


vincial Expenditure defrayed from Provincial 


balances. see 60010 


yrat, EXPENDITURE CHARGED AGAINST Revenue Rx.| 1or,80r,a15, 


Ixpenditure not charged to Reve- 
pue— 
Fspital Outlay on Railways and Irrigation Works Rx. 


lebt, Deposits, and Advances— 
ent Debt (net Discharged) 

eaporary Debt (net Discharged) 

Psfanded Debt (iet Discharged) 9. . +g 
its and Advances (net) - 6 0+ ee 


and Advances by Imperial Government (net 
ere XE s CO a ARIE a 


wosand Advances by Provincial Governments (net 


eC 


ial of Railway Companies (net Payments). 

ie NO cs Yeh ac) ee at wo A i 
of State's Billspaid 
Tora Diseunsmwants 


Balance on gist March—India =. Rx. 
England . & 
GRAND TOTAL 
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X—Registration 
X1—Tributes trom Native Stater 5 


‘Torat 














8.594825 
48370043. 
S895 
3783;290 
464,205 
1.895455 
17301514 

486,544 






























































































































+s) 186907 = “ 1.879.163 | 1,885,600 
++] nigoaes 4263 agi4| 1909330] 1070600 |, 
++] aBe0g4 7 4|_ 182058] 7s} 
Tor, | 556084 470 aca | 3.470518] segaqe0| 
pa, 5814 351099 356,913, 7800 
+ 5} mp7 | 27654) me ” 
ef aoa) aa6g38 | 1 
sit 47759 | 158,005, y 
Sait 1603 | ars 95 | -» 
Sele Sate 207 | 867 1609 913 
ont: and other Minor Depart. 
wens 92,091 903 m |. 
Tora séaagr7| 1985 084 se 
f1——Receiptsinaid of Superannuationetc| 450,779 551516 87,639 49,35 
[Stationery and Printing... —.|—groor | 49002] aw 
Peiicksags ee + el) gggye | om ms “ 
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AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT; 
‘The aoth March 1899. 
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| Indian Military Batman 


Revised Estimates, 1898-99. 
3, The revised Indian Military Bstimates for 1898-09, PEt | 
ageh budget for the year, show a net saving 


in receipts of Rx. 2,200 anda decrease 
of Rx. 518,600. 
4A ‘The moe important an woh av lt th eres expends 
are as under :— 
(a) Thore is a decrease of Rx, 344,300 on account et galttary qperatigt 
and an inerease of Rx. 53,200 on account of special services, thus 


Revised fr 1898-09, 


Badge fr 1898.09, 


s is mainly due* to the large expenditure ‘on account, 
field operations on the North-West Frontier, which was anticipated 





Imperial Government. ‘The Military Estimates ‘were further relieved 
of expenditure to the extent of Rx. 24,100 on account of the pay 
and allowances of officers whose services were placed at the disposal 
Rye of the Civil Department for plague duty, 
© (e) A lapse of x. 20,000 has also occurred in the budget for 1895-99, 
as the orders of the Secretary of State on the question of increase 
ing the establishment of Spread 5 officers could i 
not be given effect to in that year. rf 


(f) Inaddition to the foregoing, the following are the chief causes which 
contributed towards reducing expenditure :— 
(i) Under Grant 1 (Army and Garrison Staff) there are savings 
amounting to Rx. 14,500 owing chiefly to absence of officers 
on furlough. 


(ii) Under Grant 3 (Regimental Pay, Allowances and Charges) there 
are suyings to the extent: of Rx. 29,000, owing to fluctuations 
in the strength of the troops. 


(iii) Under Grant 4 (Commissariat Establishments, Supplies and Services) 

' the sayings aggregate Rx. 28,500, and are due to smaller 

E purchases of imalt-liquor owing to decreased consumption 
(Rx. 14,000) ; and to less expenditure on other accounts. 


(jo) Under Grant 10 (Ordnance Establishments, Stores and Camp 
Equipage) the savings aggregate Rx. 20,000 owing chiefly to 
fluctuations in establishments and smaller purchases of camp 
equipage and other stores. 

5: ‘The total decrease in expenditure was, however, to some extent 
counterbalanced by certain increases, the more biked of which are the 
following :— 

(a) = nie alates of deferred pay were paid to a — 

f ed number of men of certain British regiments serving in 
oes Tats, to amt akin b/abined thee) meetin cla clea 
‘This causes an increase to the extent of Rx. 81,900, 


@) Judging from the experience of the first nine months there will be 
larger expenditure to the extent of Rx, 15,000 on account of the 
cee pees eee 





















sary to give additional grants-in-aid, to certain | 
+ bacine eieeet  neee aeae 
(a) Under Grant 9 (Meilioal Establishments, 
is larger expenditure to the extent of 





« A saving of Rx, 1,176,500 occurs in the provision 
ations and special services, 

ro) In consequence of the higher rates of exchange a 

estimates of 1899-1900, a saving of Rx. 120, 

in the pay of British troops and of Rx. 20,800. in exo 

v compensation allowance. — 

- () Asaving, ‘amounting to Rix. 60,000, is due to an ant ipated fall i 
the prices of food supplies for men and animals as compared 
tho prices adopted for the current year’s budget. 

(d) Again, savings to the extent of Rx. 21,200 will accrue owing to 
cost of the Ist Bengal Infantry while stationed at Mauritius b 
borne by Her Majesty’s Government. 

(ce) Another cause of saving, resulting directly from the cessation of field 

operations, is that the provision for expenditure on account of 

effective services is reduced by Rx. 22,500 as rogards extra 
sionary allowances, and by Rx. 14,500 for war medals, 
(f) Inaddition to the foregoing, the following reductions in ex} 
are anticipated :— 

f () Under Grant 8 (Regimental Pay, Altoncanoes an Charges) ¢ 

to the extent of Rx. 45,000 are anticipated owing to pr 

fluctuations in strength and other causes. 

(ii) Under Grant 4 (Commissariat Establishments, Supplies and 

vices) savings, amounting to Rx, 32,800, are expected, owing’ 
(21) smaller purchases of malt-liquor (Rx. 12,800) ;, (2) to 
‘special grant (Rx. 10,000) made in the preceding year 




























in India with effect from the Ist June 1898, These measures 
involve the abolition of deferred pay, and the grant of a gratuity 
on discharge or transfer to the Army Reserve; also the grant of 
messing allowance of 2} annas per diem in addition to usual pay 
and extra-duty pay, and the free issue of groceries, for which 
the soldier had up to that time been required to pay 9 pies 
per diem. I may mention that the soldiers who were in the service 


at the time these changes were introduced had the option of accept- - 


jng themyor continuing under the arrangements they were intended 
to supersede, These considerations and the fact that expenditure 
‘for the whole, instead of a part, of a year has to be provided for, 
account for the increase in the provision for this allowance in the 

‘ estimate of next year. 
(ii) Provision to the extent of Rx, 39,500 has ‘a made for providing 
the mobilisation equipment of the additional corps (line of commu- 


nications) included among the extra units of the field army; and” 


of Rx. 37,600 for maintaining a reserve of compressed fodder to 
facilitate mobilisation requirements, A sum of Rx. 18,400 has 
also been provided for the supply of eamel. saddles for the rd and 
4th Divisions and extra units of the field army. 

(ii) A sum of Rx. 20,700 has been provided for the re-establishment of 
Cantonment Hospitals, 

* (Go) There will also be increased expenditure to the extent of Rx. 17,200 
due to the raising of ‘an additional Native-mountain battery. 

(v) Increased provision, amounting to Rx. 16,800, has also been made on 
account of the ordinary movements of troops and stores, as it is 
anticipated beguierinaietrume ship SE were — 
this year. 

(vi) Larger provision to the extent of Rx. 14000 ‘has Ween made for” 

of exercise. i 

(vié) Another cause of snusenuad!expeitane,wshonnfihp fo) BET x 
the return of the head-quartors wing of the 4th Bombay 
and the anticipated return from Mombassa early next year 


 @iii) i see peti ss ia 
of medical supplios and services, 




































‘Effective Services. 


"| Army and Garrison Staff 


Se eehaie Stat we 7 
Hogmntal "Pay, Alloancoe ai 


Ceanieasin Hitablishments, Supplies 
Bawcant ‘tnd Veterinary | Eatabish- 
Fi resveig or melon ‘Supplies and 
jupplies and 

‘nitration of Martial Law 1. 
Media! Entablishnent, Supplies end 








Servieos: y 
‘Osdoncae Extablishmonts, “Stores and 






















29,858 


80,847 
53,014 
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~The Home Budget Estimates for, 
1898-99 provided for a gross : 
diture of £4,469,300, while in the Revised Estimates provision has been made. 
"to the extent of £4,324,100. 

12. The saving of £145,200 in the Revised, as pained with the Budget | 
Estimate for 1898-99, is chiefly due to decrease in the payments for ordnance 
stores, owing, to a great extent, to the reduction of demands made by India. It 
js also due to reduced payments on account of tho furlough allowances of officers. 
of the Indian Service, and of the pay and pensions of non-effective and retired. 
officers of the Indian Service. ‘These decreases are, however, partly counter. 
balanced by larger payments having eon made to the War Office in settlement 
‘of their claims for 1897-98 on account of the effective and non-elfective service 
of the British forces acne in India, than were anticipated when the Budget, 

* Estimate was framed. 
13. There is alsoan increase of £10,400 on account of receipts in the 
Revised, as compared with the Budget Estimates for 1898-99, due chiefly to 
: larger receipts being anticipated on account of the Indian Troop Service, and in 
j the value of articles in possession of regiments on their transfer from the ies 
to the British establishment. : 
14. The net figures of the revised, therefore, 0 @ saving of £155,600 on 
- those of the Budget ‘Estimate for 1898-99 due, as explained above, toa decrease in — 
- expenditure of £145,200 and an increase in receipts af £10,400. : 


Estimates, 1899-1900. 





‘an 
Bodget for 1898-99 














‘Estimate for pool ae ‘The total gross expenditure for 1899-1900 is, however, 
higher by £23,800 than the amount provided in the budget for the preceding 
year, owing chiefly to lirger amounts being provided for payment to the War 
O fice on account of the effective and non-effective services of the British forces 
serving in India, as the amounts adopted on this account in the budget of the 
preceding year were too low. These inereases_in expenditure are partly counter- 
balanced by provision for one transport for trooping service less than i 
preceding year having been made, and by reduced expenditure being anticip: 
* on account of pay and pensions of non-effective and retired officers of the Indian 
Service. See y 


17. The gross charges on account of effective services include payments 
- to the War Office in respect of the British forces serving in India, amounting, 
as estimated in the coming year, to £730,000, as against £721,000 in the 
estimates for 1898-99, These charges are based on the capitation rate of £7-10 
for each man borne on the establishments of the British forces in India, with 
the addition of the charge for doferred pay issued to British soldiers on discharge 
‘or transfer to the reserve, In connection with the deferred pay, it may be men- 
tioned that during the current financial year it was decided to abolish this 
concession and to substitute for it a gratuity, the effect of which will be to 
ultimately reduce military expenditure at Home. The other items included in 
the gross effective charges are furlough allowances and pay during the voyage 
of British forces serving in India (£103,000) ; furlough allowances of officers of 
the Indian Service (£230,000) ; Indian Troop Service (£250,600) ; passage of 
officers and troops otherwise then in transport (£19,000); miscellancous 
(£19,000) ; and stores for India (£629,700). 


‘The gross charges on account of non-effective services are made up of the 
retired pay, ete., of the British forces for service in India (£554,000); pay of the 
non-effective Colonels of Royal Artillery (£24,800); while the pay and pensions 
of non-effective and retired officers of the Indian Service amount to £1,800,000, 
the miscellaneous pensions to £36,000, and the Indian Military Service Family 
Pensions to £32,000, x 

18, The net expenditure for 1899-1900 is more by £5,700 than that for 
the preceding year; and, as explained above, this is due to an increase of £18,100 
in receipts and an inerease of £23,800 in gross expenditure. 


19. Subsequent to the estimate of 1899-1900 being closed, it was decided to 
Aefer the supply from England of certain stores to the value of £11,093 for which 
provision was included in those estimates. This over-provision in the Home 
‘Estimates has beon adjusted by 2 corresponding deduction in the Indian Estimates, 
with tho result that, as compared with the net expenditare of 1898-99, there will 
‘be a saving in 1899-1900 of £5,393 in the Home Expenditure. : 
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Misoollancous 
Stores for India... + 


Nov-Erreorive. 
Payments to Wie Office for Retired Pay; ete, 
‘of British Forees for servioe in India 506,847 
aga of non-eflective Colonels of Royal Artil: 
24,518 


Pay ‘nd. pensions of non-effective and ro- 


tired officers of the Indian Service | 1,771,591 
‘appre pensions, ete. es 84,443 
Military Service Family Pensions 27446 

‘Total ‘Balas | 





* Total, Effective and Non-Effective .., bested 


[4,400,300 





517,000 | 527,500 | 554,000 
24,800 





21, The following table shows, in detail, the expenditure for stores Sats 


ing freight) from, 1893-94. to 1899-1900 :— 
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‘North-West Frontier Field 
‘Operations 














to 1,299, See 185,900 more than that of 1898-09. 
an extragrant of Rx. 14,500 for the Barrack Department 


” Por ee ‘pang ae in yp Bons and 
those to be commenced : tee 
» establishment oe n° 
., Barrack Department establishment, Sos ee 


tools and plant oe 86,000 — 


_ Tho new works, 168 in number, icy 63 in progress and 105 not com- 
menced, comprise fourteen water-supply works on which Rx. 47,300 is to 


spent, and Rx, 22,100 for coast and inland fortifications, the balance being made. 


up of drainage works, hospitals, barracks, and Ordnance, Commissariat, Marine, 
and Remount requirements. Many. of these new works are of a minor character, 
or are renewals, ‘The demands are very large, and no fewer than 354 works can- 
not be provided for. If they had boen provided for it would have meant an 
addition of Rx. 940,000 to the budget. 

‘The laborious task of re-constructing the organization for the performance 
of the miljtary works services has been completed, and I hope that the 
ee ee . 


IV.—Marine Estimates. 
¢ Revised Hatimates, 1898-99. 
hn nt far of ‘the Budget ‘Betimato of the Royal Indian 





dest wher a mate igo up-keep ; 

repairs to Her Majesty’s ships in Lala bone acl egg Toda Maca 
at outstations ; ‘smaller payments of exchange compensation allowances; 
vavaneies and other items. 
“Making the increase agaitist thie decrease, there is a net ikea 
Rx. 1,800, and adding these figures to the increased receipts, Rx. 17,500, a 
result is a decrease of Rx, 19,800 in the Revised as compared with the Budget 
‘Estimate. 







Estimates, 1899-1900. 
The net See ih nee for 1899-1900 are Rx. 136,950 _ 
against Rx. 142,500, the figures of the 
gy eg Ce budget for 1898-99 showing a decrease 
of Rx. 5,550. This decrease is caused 
by an inerenso in receipts, amounting 
to Rx. 7,900, due to anticipated recoveries in connection with the employment 
of the Clive on Imperial Serviee, counterbalanced by increased expenditure to 
the extent of Rx. 2,350, 


and 
Betimate for 1899-1900, 


General Remarks. 

Having reviewed the estimates with which the Military and Marine Depart- 
ment of the’Government of India is concerned, I would now offer the fol 
remarks in connection with the work of ‘the Army Departments under the ad- 
ministrative coritrol of the Military Department. 

‘The past year has happily been ‘one during which the army of India ‘has 
énjoyed a much-nvedéd ‘test, biit the experiences of the year 1807-98 have shown 
certain weak points in the ‘military ‘system, and every department: ‘has ‘been 
engaged in considering what remedies shall be applied, while the whole question 
of the military position on the North-West Frontier has been examined, 

‘The deficiencies in the transport service have also been engaging attention, and 
a strong Committee under the presidency of Lieutenant-General G. B. L. Sanford, 
was formod to consider the organisation of that important ‘service. ‘The ‘om- 
‘mittee has submitted a valuable and elaborate report and their recommendations 
are now under our immediate consideration. The question of improving the 
ambulance transport has been taken up, and the proposals of a Comr 
been submitted. Another weakness that made itself conspicuous during th 
campaigns was the deficiency in mountain artillery. We haves ies 
Secretary of State's permission to raise an additional battery. 

Se Ee accu. 4a 
Nowshera-Dargai line will be pushed on the 2-foot 6-inch gauge ; and we have 
formulated proposals for providing-a stock of the plant required for ficld 
tramways and railways. r 

Another subject to which we have given our attention is 
accommodation in cantonments. As is well known, difficulties have 



















a 


a to the ee ee of the transport. 
ant aed mentioned hak the insufficiency of the existing complement of 
commissariat-transport offiears had been brought specially to notice in the late 
campaigns, After very full consideration a large increase to the establishment. 
‘was reeommended. The Secretary of State for India has sanctioned an immediate, 
increase of twelve officers and has called for further information to enable him 
to decide what further addition is necessary. 


With a view to supply the hospitals and British troops with puro mille, steps 
are being taken to improve the management of dairies generally, and to work 
dajry and grass. farms in conjunction. The supply of grass to the mounted 
‘branches has been, in recent years, a matter for anxious consideration, but I 
hope that we are now in a fair way to attain something like success. An experi- 
mental training class, for British non-commissioned officers and men in scientifie 
grass farming has been opened at Allahabad, and other measures.are being taken 
to generally improve the supervision of grass farms, and to make them paying: 
concerns, The rules for the provision of grass lands for the horses of Native: 
cavalry in the Bengal and Punjab Commands have been extended to the Native! 
cavalry in the Bombay Command. 


Considerable. progress has been made in various matters connected with the 
‘manufacture and supply of munitions of’ war. Proposals have been made for the 
establishment of a factory for the manufacture of cordite on a Jarge scale. “This” 
will enable us to be independent of England for our eordite supply and will 
effect a considerable economy, A site has been decided upon at Jubbulpore for 
the establishment of a Central Gun-Carriage Factory for all India, The threo 
existing factories at Madras, Bombay, and Fatehgarh cannot be kept up'to date 
economically, and the establishment of a central factory will effect a saving in 
the cost of establishments. The Harness and Saddlery Workshops in the 
Bombay Arsenal have been closed, and the work transferred to Madras, In 
dealing: with the working of the Ordnanee Department during 1897-98 in my 
last year's memorandum, I referred to the fact that in order to provide a central 
authority for the expeditious and economical supply of stores to the arsenals 
and depots in India, the whole of the ordnance factories in this country had been 
placed under the direct control of the Director-General of Ordnance in India. 
I would now add that as a necessary sequel to this arrangement a central 
office for dealing with the audit and accounts of these factories has been 
ordered to be formed with effect from the Ist April 1899. Pole draught is 
being substituted for shaft draught in batteries of horse and field artillery 
in India, Horse artillery batteries are also being equipped to take cordite. 
cartridges with 12-pr. projectiles, while the field batteries are being altered 
to carry 15-pr. projectiles with cordite cartridges. It has been decided to 
carry out the re-armament of British cavalry in India with the Lee-Enfield 
Magazine carbine, and the artillery with the Martini-Enfield carbine as funds 
become available, 

The equipment of additional corps of the field army for duty on the linos 
of communication under the plan of mobilisation will be proceeded with in 
1899-1900, 












" Various improvements and economies have been. 
whole it may be claimed that satisfactory Australian and country-bred 
by eet the army. With a view to developing mfile-breeding in’ 
purchase of additional donkey stallions. from Cyprus was sanctioned, 
have engaged to takea certain number of stallions annually. The i 
difficulty of obtaining donkey stallions from the continent renders it imperati 
that other sources of supply should be opened up. 
There isno more important question than that of the sanitary condition 
_. of thearmy. A great deal remains to be done, but year by year we are making 
improvements, endeavouring to find out defects and how to remedy them. More 
troops are stationed in the hills during the hot weather, barracks rebuilt or 
renewed, and a supply of good water provided at an increasing number of stations. 
Investigations have been specially made into the sources of the water-supply at 
. various places, and the most stringent precautions have been taken locally to 
protect the men, as far as possible, from impure water. Inthe Native Army a 
considerable progress has been made in re-building the lines; but there are still 
many lines which ought to be renewed. Valuable sanitary work has been done by 
the officers appointed for the purpose, and special investigations have been made at 
those stations which have been particularly afflicted by enteric disease; and 
water-supply and drainage schemes have been pushed on. It is hoped that the 
establishment of cantonment hospitals, will do much to mitigate the severity of a 
certain class of diseasés. Owing to the conservancy arrangements in cantonments. 
+ in the Bombay Command being of an unsatisfactory nature, measures are 
being taken for gradually introducing into that Command the system which hus 
proved successful in the Bengal and Punjab Commands. Funds have been 
specially provided for the improvement of the sanitary condition of the 
important military station of Quetta. 


Marine Department. 

During the past year the work in the dockyards at Bombay and Kidderpore 
(Caleutta) has been normal, notwithstanding the difficulties which the occurrence 
of plague in the former place gave rise to. The vessels of the Royal Indian 
‘Marine have been employed in the usual trooping service, which has extended 









to Mauritius and Durban. Experiments have been made, with some success, in 


| sending convalescents for a sea trip during the trooping voyages. ‘Two vessels of 

‘the Indian Marine haye been many years in the service, and, although at present 

efficient, arrangements will have to be made to replace them before many years 

+ Giapee. 
EDWIN H. H. COLLEN, 

The 20th March 1899. 













morandum by the Honourable Sir Arthur Trevor, K.CS1.,  » 
the conclusions of the Conference of 1898 on Railway 








acs in Ii di 
‘The Railway Conference of 1898 met at Viceregal Lodge, Simla, on the 1sth 
Hac nenes tartccs ice tad Stee aneust 1898, and ras Sona 
a meat A a ierracnnvene | 
A HERS 3 ie Revenue ricult, tment 
The Honourable Se Jame Wea ELH, Was not included on. the Comengea ts 
Collen, KC. eat, as with the exception of a group of 
‘The Honourable Sr Axia Toor crop light lines in the Madras Presidency, which 
‘india, PW Dept. are not urgent and the projects for which 
Mr. A, R. Becher, Accountant General, P. W. are incomplete, there were no famine lines 
imamate a elk Re tegen et Oe 
2 eran anon erie ee 
way Branch). ‘ 
2, Twenty-three new projects were considered, of which five were set aside, 
‘one was recommended for construction by a Native State, and the remaining — 
seventeen were held over as not yet ripe for a decision. 3 ‘ 
The line recommended for construction is the Tonk Branch, 10 miles in. 
length and estimated to cost Rx. 40,000. It will connect Tonk with the Jeypore- 
Chambal Railway. ‘ 
3. Of lines held over or set aside at the Conference of 1897, and neither 
hitherto included in the programme nor brought under negotiation outside the 
programme, two have now been recommended for construction by, or on the re- 
sponsibility, direct or indirect, of, Government, one by a Branch Line Company, 
and two for construction without assistance by Native States and private enterprise. 
The lines in question are shown below :-— i 
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ee 


























Now Name. pe wa aba rt 
* 
By or on the responsibilit a 
ddbleb Gr dadatece, of Covvenscena| Mile: age 
1 |Nowshera-Mardan , 6s 40 117,600 | Panjab, As ‘part 
of the North 
Western raile 
way. 
2|Midnapur-Jherria 9. + + 122 1,221,200 “Xp a 
(@) Open to Branch Line Compa aateey: jagpur 
1 | Chandipur-Taki Meh eee 39 172,000 st Bel Com 
tral railway. 





(¢) Reserved for Native States. 
Boer coe eRe ER NRE. gt7,7o0 | Madras, Branch 

















lo. 1, & 
, peeve hes Sis eae 


"Nowshera-Mardan, has been 
v ‘the ensuing programme of railway 
‘its commencement, f 

No. a, the Midi Jherria, has been accepted for early 


ion for the reason that it will open out all the coal-ficlds at present 
Screen facilities, and ed aie rovide a valuable eal sass i 







"for the traific between Upper India and the east and south coasts of India, The 


line, which will also have a famine protective value, has been provided for within 

the. programme, : Ratt ni 
‘Phe Chandipur-Taki Railway has been accepted for construction without 

any Government guarantee, and arrangements are being made by the Promoters 


for ing: out the survey and preparation of the detailed proje the 7 
of ag a Central: Railway ompany: the osm Cocke diay iarnae 
been accepted for construction by the Native State of Cochin without any Gov- 
ernment guarantee; while the formation of an independent Company to construct 
the Amm4yanayakanur-Kuruvanath as a tramway without 2 guarantee under the 
provisions of the Indian Tramways Act, XI of 1886, has been agreed to, subject 
to certain conditions, 
; As has been ined on former occasi the’ extent to which it is 
tie to give gre Teeanicamasioan'et he Conference: in regard to 
Capital Expenditure on. railways. other than such as are made by Branch Line 
Co} epee unes the terms of Government of India Resolution No. te RG 
dated 17th April 1895, or by Native States or private Promoters: without finan- 
cial assistance, has been governed up.to the end of the year now closing by, the 
limitations of a programme covering the rasa Sr 1895-97 to 1898-99. © This 
programme provided for a total expenditure of Rx. 29,660,000, against which 
‘we expect to spend the following amounts -— 








Rx, 
Insp (Aca) 6 Ss sss Sehion 
” Fe 4, , * . . . * * 00 
* Heaboo! (attend Goaiaatey 30.0 So Se 


FotaL —, 25,191,800 





‘The Budget Estimate for 1898-99 was prepared for Rx. 10,788,900, but 
owing to the late arrival of English stores consequent on the engineering strikes in 
England and other causes, the impossibility of working to the original programme 
was recognized some time ago, and the Revised Estimate has been reduced 
accordingly to the sum of Rx. 8,387,500 above shown. 

For the three years, 1899-1900 to 1901-1902, on. which we-are.about.to.enter, 
it has been thought adyisable that we should work on a somewhat less ambitious 
ptogramme, providing about 6 crores a year for new lines and extensions as 
against nearly 8} crores under the previous programme. The chief object of 
this reduction is to give time for the earnings to overtake the expenditure. The 
forecast which has been prepared and approved by the Secretary of State works 
out accordingly ta Rx. 20,322,100, distributed as under :— “ 


Rx. 
1899-1! . * . . . . . . . 
rie > Shs GAs cy ee 


AGOKROOR 1h sepia. 8'e sess te pe Ig ae eee 





TOTAL... 20,92a;100- 
The additional eee! reer 
‘tional amount, approximatel 000 in re 

pe observed ids been provided: i das to the inpenaiecd goss Cerca 
this year of the open line Capital expenditure of the three 
and the anticipated expenditure by branch line companies ee cape 
a firm guarantee instead of a rebate, which items have hitherto been dealt 
outside the programme, i : 










for re during 1899-1900 is Rx. 6, 
of the , amounting to Rx. 2,401 ‘on the 
i lapse, 
to which Ssiedce map ebay oes made and stich ois 
: in England consequent on the failure of con- 
‘to complete placed with them for stores, it has been agreed, with 
the concurrence of the Secretary of State, to add a sum of Rx. 1,060,000, re- 
presenting a portion of this lapse to the grant for 1899-1900, and a further sum 
‘of Rx. 1,090,000 subsequently reduced to Rx. 990,000 has been provisionally 
added under certain conditions with the concurrence of Finance Department, 
subject to Secretary of State's approval. With this addition the total amount 






ayailable for expenditure on construction of Railways during 1899-1900 will 
stand at Rx. 8,822,700. 
This sum has been distributed for expenditure on Railways as under —_ 


Rx 
—Construction of Protective Railways . + 490,000 
3. —State Raley ‘Construction . "4 ‘ + 3,465,000 
‘apital of Indian Railway Companies . =. =. «2,841,900 
Branch Line Companies. ss ews 368,000 
Guaranteed Railways and Extensions . =. =... _—_—‘1, 107,800 
East Indian Railway Company's debentures |) 750,000 


‘Total amount available. 8,822,700 
—— “ 

6. Statement A appended to this memorandum gives the imme as 
modified up to date, and shows also the progress made with such of the lines 
accepted by Government on the recommendation of the Conference for dj 
construction as have been brought within ‘the programme. The distribution of 
the amount it shows as available for nditure during 1899-1900 and subsequent 
years will, of course, be liable to modification according to circumstances. 

7. Statements B and C show how matters stand in regard to lines recom- 
mended for early construction at the cost of Branch Line Co: ies, Native 
States, ete., outside the programme, and either actually taken in hand or under 
consideration and negotiation with a view to construction; and statement D 
summarises the actual and anticipated progress of railway construction generally _ 
for the two years, 1898-99 and 1899-1900. 


A.C, TREVOR, 
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FROM IMPERIAL FUNDS. 
(—By Stare Acescy, 
Open Lines, 
Expénditure on open lines worked by the State. 





Lines under Construction. 
Nowshera-Dargais. 5 ee 
> f—RanaghatGodagai 6 
ii —Ganges Bridge at Godagari . 
Gi —Godagar-Maldah 6 6g 





Tastarn bengal 
system. 


v—Rungpore-Dhubti + 8s 
Bast Coast,Godsvatt Bridge... 
Rae Dareli Benares Extention. 6 ss 
padAuodkion 0) use ogni 
KotriRohri, Indus Bridge. ss 
Bkatinda Ferozepore conversion t0.5' 6" gouge 
Rungpore-Dhubri, Teesta Bridge . «6 + 
Cooch Behar-Santrabari, British section. 
Rajbari*Paridpore Branch, Eastern Bengal Railway . 
() British section. 
(') Conversion of 11, U. section 
GARDE Char ff fog ijols tila tee A 
Glinsiabad-Moradabad Chord ese 





Shadipalli-Balotra { 








fy—Maliah-Racganj . + + “fit 












93 930,000 
i 1,000,000 " 

60 630,0¢0 

4 3991000. I 

a | 408,800 ” 

~ 597,000 153800 

139 843,400 763,500. 

87 w6rngco | 1.377.490 

on 310,100 169,500 % 
ee a 
~ 151,990 10,809 

20 “45,600 

so 136,000 

6 315600 

55 62,300 

ar 907,600 
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1—FROM IMPERIAL FUNDS—contd, 


Brought forward 


(@)—Br rue Aorxcy of Mar Lrxz Comrawtas. 
Open Lines. 
| Bependaere on open Hote werkt by the Agency of 


ies. . 


Lines under Construction, 
9 | Rajputana-Malwa, Godhra-Baroda chord =. 


“Tichoot, Hajipore-Begum Sarai-Katihar Extension. 


Pies Ski Fetoniger Demme jet a 


Sa diese pial 


avsctasscaaiies Fyre ya 
ches antag engl 








10,358,800 
'505,000 
1,511,100, 


721,800 
































bin Projects. 





58 miles in 
‘gouente 




















M—Acanst rae Carrrau Accounts or THE 3 
OLD GuanaxtEep RatLway CoMPANiES, 


* Open Lites, : 
Great Indian Peninsula. 4 ss 
; | Bombay, Baroda and Central India 4s 


Total Open Lines. 


Lines undgr Construction, 
‘Amainer-Jalgaon Branch, G.LP-R. 
Chalisgaon-Dhulia Branch, GL PLR. 
Dhulis-Amalner Branch, Great Indian Peninsala 
Calicut-Cannanore Branch, Madras Railway. 
Coonoor-Ootacamund, Nilgitis 2 se 


Total Lines under Construction 


the Capital 
base Sef pe fi per 


iL—Acarnst rae Carrtat Accoowrs op Iworas | 
‘Rainway ComPaxtes oTaRR THAN THEZ OLD | 
‘Goaniwrekp Rattwar Comranrns. 
Bengal Central. 
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IIL—Acarxsr rae Cartrat Accounts or Ixpraw 
Rawwar Comrasins OTHER TuaN THE 3 OLD 
‘Guananre Raicwar Contranirs—contd, 


Brought forward 


Lines under Construction. 


«( Midnapore-Jherria Extension. 
‘KhargpurMidnapore 6} 
Gente Sagern! orien 4 

‘Meileila-Myingyan . 


“)/Ssgsing-Monywa-Alon + 
Thonze-Henzada-Basscin Extension 


























1,321,100 








41,921,100 
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(6, Construction 
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(ii) Railway Compenits to LPL ke Fahd ae laine aycesatond are: ptoen} “wining 
see fen commenced or arranged for, omitting those shown im last 


Bas completed, 
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Railway. yaimate Remarks. 
‘cont, it 
Mites, Re | 
(0) Br Brancu Live Comravtes, 
(a) Lines shown as wider construction 
im 1597-98. 
Sogowlie-Ruksaul . 4 4 + + «| 18 ‘99,800 | Completed and opened to traffic. ~ 
Open | 18 ‘99,800 
es il ae auaart ote be : Under ¢: the agency ofthe Bast 
Sgisinal 9S ET | ce maeay Ceepeaye 
: alner) ss a 
‘Tapti Valley (Surat-Nandurbar-Amalner) 196] soa | Under cosraton by the ageney of the 
“3 {the Sinished. Fist section 
“HurdwarDehra 2 ee 300,000 | Unde 
Company. 
*Brahmay mieSutiadpar Pir gihce tit detainee 
: 2 ae : ae: “Seer alway, Keaiy aifeaubea. 
alpur ye 
Jsmalpar. eayenatbgan areal he 205,500 ‘More than gths feds 


‘Under Construction 


@) Recommended Lines shown as under 
“tora oF mi poesiee in 
189; 


Narwana-Kaithal Branch 


Chandipur-Taki 


AmritsanTarn Tarin-Sarhali . 





377,745 





Firat aeton wo Jamalpr oped ia 




























‘Aid 1897-98—contd, 


Lines shown as under construction in 
Hib de ssie ele 








(11) By Rannway Cowrawres ro wmrom ree 
NEAND AND MINOK CONCESSIONS ARE IVES, 


| Lints shown os under construction or 
‘Gotually arranged far in 1897-95. 
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(0) New projects since put formard or rcome 
Ammayanayakanur-Kurnvanath 4. 


Tora (l) . 


(QD By Narva Starus, 
inks | 
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land minor concessions are given, but not 
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(U1) By Ratcwax Comeanzes vo waicn rRRE 
LAND. AND MINOR CONCESSIONS ARR 
‘aves. 
(a) Lines included in the list 
ut i Solr arian HOTWase 
B ‘Bengal Deoare Extension (Bagrakote to Daling 


(8) New projects since put forward or recom. 
mended. 


‘Gorakhpur-Bagaha 
Ballia-Ghazipur 
Jaunpur-Auntihar 


Torat (iil) 
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Begs -Tates obtained for the 


ry of Staie’s bills 


Total Revenue =, 


; guaranteed interest paid in India 
in London £ 
interest (sterling pay- 


converted at the average ox- 
of the year) x 


Rx. 
6,461,042 


3,077)230 | 


47°53 


3)383,819 





h 2,588 





Re 


6,124,166 |6,255,131) 


3,973,855 |2,979,893 


seg 47°64) 


3,050,314 3,275,298) 


Re. 
51414,596 


3,213,204 


59°34 


2,201,392 








3,050,311 |3,275,238) 2,634,164 





2,154,720 


6,352 
2,154,714 |2,161,563| 


2,822| 8,295 


2,160,067 


2,154,784, Fi 





31557493 
$78,255 
34,003 





13,806,675, 
501,507| 
28,808) 


87,265) 








3:377,084 | 














1 LActual Capital expend ‘expenditure sob Lakes a oo 
Ba st case rience on eee to end of 


ae 














Budget 
Estimate, 
1899-1900. 


7,867,50: aust 
89,563), 


7,176,928) 
1,162,231 
251,605) 
183,780 


11,90 
436,31 
967; 











Railway Reserve Mate 


deas (Ennore’ Sec- 
4 shots +}. $8205) ane: 5995! 
st(a) . | as + | 55773,612} 60,000 40,000 | _$,933,5!: 
+ [r21,560,516) 4,941,800 | 2,952,000 |f47,330,477) 


UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 
50,82: 50 


ehar Santrabari « 300) 0 12,500 
c anpar—(Rol 3 hace % 








8 
Fanalpse—(Roting 800 45,400) 
9,400 | $0,100) 


(Construction) «| 2,150,848) 762,000 | 4,700,926] 
Chittagong Jetties sate 40,000 18,000 ips 
(Land) 310/067, 21585 | | 30,000 | 373,058 
318,771] 443,710 ee 810,8) 
en 4 27,200 
. 98,813] 70,676 35,000 
4131943) 245,435 25,000 
oo aoe 120,000 
oa 108,24r ar 
949,895) 696,916 30,000 
1,879] 799 99,000 





157,568) 445,868 | 200,000 
©0309) 124,722 75,000 
Pel 202,467 > 2,700. 
2,313| 54;550 ta 
17,286] 136,492 166,400 


10,847 
138 
377 
31029 














Brought over 


'YANCE OR TRANS- 
CoMPaANtgs, ETC. 


be é 
| Deduet—Amount provided for 
outlay on East Indian 


i edied the issue of Ster- 
tures: . . 
I ToTaL 

Psu f 

| Distributed as under— 


("Bete Women ot aed 
j agninst Revenue) — 


+| 78,009, 
33555451 





«|'26,722,342 


4793744 





30,244) 


52,707] 
4,657,841 
7514 
24,504] 


65,703} 


52,707 
1,657,841 
7514 
24,504 


65,703) 





4,838,513) 


125,598} 


—13,000 


1,838,533) 


| 48,565 








128,056,453 


250,000 


185,400 





511§5,600) 





15797,399 


980,684 





1,573,800) 





126,979,054) 





6,350,931 





3,635,797 
| 





3)581,800} 


2,882,200) 





695,490 


3.958, 


3,455, 


he 








TION WORKS. 


. EXPENDITURE NOV 
D AGAINST REVENUE. 


“noe RELIEF AND 
“INSURANCE. 


TECTIVE IRRIGATION 
Works. 


st Provinces and 
Oudh 


2,293,750 





2,565,608 
827,572 
255,142 


598,095 


+] gRapese 

3239472 
130,3! 
885,440" 
359,178 


1,501,945 
1,733)949 


2 
acta 


a 
1,196,171 
313,254 
813,002 
’ 


123,171 
245,098 


636,389 
3,351,001 


‘45:00: 
32)500 
15,000 
80,000 
210,000, 


6,000 
22,500 
4,900 
7,400 


6,200 
1,300 
6,200 
73 aed 


ress 


2385407 

328,07 
(255,192 

2,580,044 


2,834,543 
gig2p bab 
ie 
308,907 


2 ee 
1,787,153 
aghast 
2447055 

265,080 


1,124;380 
1,275,869 
322,004 
350,885 


131, 

166, id 
618,808 
652,326 
641,494 

31775132 





29,751,036 
6,029,718 


795,146 
42,715, 


866,600 
16,600 


92/031,882 
6,075,933 





(23,721,318 


602.431-| 


350,000 


25,955,049 








406,415 


383,64 





+] 534,006 
crete as 





quniea 


4940 


2,132 


tador |. 


2 
18631 








80517 


6,800 | 





415555 | 




















leage at beginning of 

e . + . . . 
Gross Trafic Receipts, 

Baroda and Central India 

reat Indian Peninsula. 

Ditto Extensions. 


Mm 


3,587 





1,049,883 
4,518,105, 
3,893,054 


1,054,139 | 15117,841 
1,630,225 | 1,785,916 
3439,802 | 3351374 


Rex, 
1,099,808 
1,591,541 
3,063,831 


4,139,730 
1,401,789 
2,873,077 





bay, Baroda and Central India| 
Indian Peninsula. 
Ditto Extensions 


6,461,042 


519,380 
539,789 
2,018,061 


653,625 
1,937:418 | 1,795,748. 


a0 





5)414,596 





3073855 





Rae | 
3,051,016 








530,503 
978,316 
1,874,993 


587,31 
1,132,291 








$49,068 
805,295 


589,147 
612,856 











14731 





Re 7 Re Rx 


5,248,525] 5495794 | 5,450,916 | 5,884,481 
2,513,124] 2350825 | 2,010,983 | 1,974,470 
16,163) 14,266 | 16,369 | 15,201 
* 3861) 51754 51186 | ~ 3,969 
51,955] 54597 52,005 | 55,226 
22,024) 19,355 | 20,608 | 19,886 
679,214) 957924 | 612,899) 6r5,g11 
42,023; 39:620| 39,133 | 98,506 
595,544] 65530T | 739,281 } 865,076 
32,291 40853 | 64,981 
* 44536 | 66,445 | t06.55t 
7993 2357] 8,076 9,180 10,723 
2/298 2,488 25565 2,698 57! 
1,249,481 | 1,438,629] 12431568 | 1,500,587 | 15530213 


524159 | 567,084] $67,201 | 565,006 | 625,039 
78,110 84,226, 93603] 93,515 | 118,370 
898,055 | 1,105,338] 974:518 | 818,621 | 882,106 
432,305 | 527,667} 454,475 | 485,746 |. 508,634 
76,068 98,727| 81,357} 79,335 | 89,902 
31034471 | 3,054,187) 3,485,091 | 2,887,907 | 3,482,821 
781,522 | 831,320) | 903,488 | 899,281 | 894,402 
159574 | 146,404] 160,760 | 158,407 | 189,951 
9.292 secul 

231,152 


75:55 | 158,933 
oo at ie 6,133 6,387 
Frontier. 29,183, 38,280! 44,082 48,663 63,683, 
-Mutupet : oe 21,0 24,654 | 25:720| 295,837 
“Manmad* (net) 34,857 38109) 40,824 | 36,739 | 28,127 
£ t . 576,958 | 593,923} 663,701 | 658,845 | 617,498 
1253 14,042) 17,549 | ¥8)373.| 21,166 


265,982 | 306/218 























"+ {16,879,106 | 18,152,155|18,558,699 [17,039,604 |19,0 





f ie ‘and Rohilkhand 


Lucknow-Barcilly 

North Western 

South Indian 5. 

Bezwida Extension Y 

‘Eas Coast including Bezwadar 
‘Madras 


‘Bewwéda-Madras (iiinane Section) 
Guntakal-Mysore Frontier . 
‘Mayavaram-Mutupet . . 





55342 
5,658 
1,975 

542,513 


389,490 
55,184 
377,963 
285,654 

© 47,921 
1,908,197 
490,754 
122,894 
TAA 


59599 
17,411 


428,462 
11,407 





4,758,964) 
1,159,520 
10,018 
2,780 
48,099) 
13,095) 
934855 
40,041 
350,344 
50/354 
5,913 
2,046) 
572,185) 


414,373 
58,282| 
482,205) 
300,423 
60,199] 
1,903,434) 
493,460) 
109,151 
9,974) 


132,706 
24794 
33,074 

433,013] 
10,720] 


1,884,547 
1,161,503 
91654 
2,686 
40,212 
1719 
3291530 
39,293 
347,382 
62,545, 
32,686 
2435 
2311 
560,968 


437.903 
61,152 
$00,857 
284,851 
53,638 
1,876,863 


542,308 | 


109,433 
i8a920 


25,358 
15,282 
444:109 
12,691 








Rx, 


1,849,021 
4,026,902 
10,004 
3,588) 
341773) 
12,222] 
352,521] 
39,692) 
380,052| 
81,768] 
67,523 
7,363 
2,591| 
604,068) 


437,276 
6o,228| 
450,084) 
289,970) 
521459) 


1,953,204 
993,044 
9108 
2748 
39/593 
14033 
317,083 
37723 


} 519,781 
80,761 
8,170 
6,863 
666,421 


443359 
81,320 
461,507 
312,564 
53,498 


* 1,710,588] 1,830,177 


516,895 
409,187| 


203,232] 


5.114) 
27,846) 
15,191 

447,858) 
12,548] 


507,859 
133,297 


2114359 


4,939 
371167 
14,983 
437,897 
14,040 











ft Coast including Bezwada- 


Madras (Ennore Section) 
cal-Mysore Frontier . 4 
yaram-Mutupet 5 
dand Manntad . 

Mahratta 





3)858,539 
15,234,235 
5,204 | 
890 | 
336) 
(8,922) 
350,185, 
2,037 
253,085 
sPanat6) 
Je ra 
1,435) 
323 
706,968 


134,669 
22,996 
520,092 
146,712 
28,741 
4,123,274 
290,768 
36,680 
4,851 


15450 


11,772 
34857 


148,496. 
2,846 





3:489,561) 
1,353,604) 
6345) 
1,081 
3,856 
8,929) 
344,359} 
1,982) 
245,200] 


agi 


1,444) 
442) 
866,444) 


155,911 
25,044 
623,133) 
227,244 
38,598 
4,350,753) 
337/851 
37,253 
8,674) 


26,227] 
13,486) 
8,105} 
38,199) 
160,910 
3192 





429,298 
232,451 
473,061 
169,625 
27,719 
1,608,828 
361,180 
51336 


i 47/232 


19,324 
99372 
40,824 
219,502 
4858 


3,6095247 | 
44189,322 | 
4,612 | 
1,068) 
14,385, 
7,636) 
338,304 
337 
307,919 
21,692 
9,850 
641 

254 
870,600 


| 


3:601,895 
984,081, 
6,275 
1,598 | 
17,293) 
8,386. 
260,378 
359, 
359,220 
16,787, 
1,078 
1917, 
107 


896,519 


127,730 
24,287 
368)537 
195,776 
30,876 
4177319 
382,386 
49220 








62,750 


1,019 
20,817 
10,529 
36,739 

210,087 

5825 





393077 
981,426 
6,113 
1,227 
15,633 
5,853 
208,208 
783 

} st0405 


16,790 
2,553 
—6,202 
863,792 


181,680 
37,050 
420,589 
56,070 
36,404 
1,652,644 
386,543 
56,634 


94,859 


2,348 
26,516 
10,854 
28,127 

179,608 

Sat 
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Acruats, 





os-96. | 896-07. 





Rx. Re., Re, Re. 


q issa canals. “| 37657 | 33:30; $1)722 7/422 
se canal +] 30404 | 26,400 are 
_-Hijili Tidal canal «| “s920| 5853] 6198] . 6,004 
Sone canals. *| 93491 | 83,770] -77)212 | 100,469 
Ganges canal. +] 258757 | 258959] 59.519 | 22054 
Lower Ganges canal «| 81,404 | 154,91 94817 | 233,415, 
Ditto Fat ue 
Branch : aed “S ie is 
Agra canal ‘ . . 49,042 63,901 1,089 B1,0t7 
Hastera Jumna.canal .— .} 961758| 89,81 ras 431377 


2 tz | 2,588 5,370 
Rae aia chawrGnaead ye ih ° 87 
05433 | 149.931 | Y3tg02 263,104 
36,217 “ 3 qoutes 167,741 
: 03,901 | 241,375 | 235,41 206,449 | 
‘Sirhind canal 108,065 | 96,053 | 134,833 | 279.490 
it River canal 25,509] 27,503 |. 24,403 | 26,621, 
davari Delta System 12128 | 12542 | 10,998 | 10,160 
ote 5,08 53741 ~ $429] 4,950 
Anicut 4, 68 54 35 59 
Peemas Project - “2 cops se 
washikulya 5, + uy 103 53 83] ° 
Bert canal. 4787 1,685 | 4,201 1,489 |. 
‘Begari 4, : 2,993 2,665 30770 3.044. 
Eastern Nara Works 2090] 2g02'| sto | 3,573 
Muthacenals 25128] 23,582] 27,704 | 23,539 
15754 8,187 8,088.) 7,904 
60,203 | 59,784) 65,222 | 63,456 





4,349,085 | 1,370;587 | 1,279,408 | 2,067,961 | 2,377,744 
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“Ganges canal 71)359 
: can 0 
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234,847 
205,940 
18,201 
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33:301 

20,461 
5,853 
83,770 
326,528 
475877 


63,901 
114,561 
5,912 


149,331 
60,335, 


179,294 


131,392 
121,500 
51152 
134,833, 


47422 
27,976 
9,004 
106,469 
393,013 
254,374 


Sijo17 
136,357 
8,370 


263,194 
191,014 
286,151 
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32,467 
serige 
, 
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21377 
002 
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31,686, 
46,7 
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1385 
200,736 
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se 


172 


Be 


3572 
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8,999 


44,203 
2oo10 
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18,1 85, 
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8,747 
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sB,780| 27,874 
3,901 4a 
= 9087 | —6459 
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rons | soba 
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150,443 153,302 
140g | 13,461 
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7,064 
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20,330 
3,928 
4 159,728 


1,307,054 1,313,771 2,450,363 
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Bias is : 
of India for the wack endin 
~ Saturday, Mareh ‘1th, 1899. 
‘Although no storm, during the week under review, has been comparable 

with that which crossed India sug heiniereae week, yet the weather over 
Northern India has been feebly disturbed and unsettled and two or three shallow 
storms have crossed the country from West to East. As a result thunderstorms 

"with light rain and hail have been experienced over North-West and North 
East India, and dust-storms and gales of wind over the Gangetic Plain. Onthe 

"first day of the week the showers were received over Assam, Upper Burma and 
Kast Bengal, but on the next day, the 6th, they were reported only from North= 
‘West India, where they were fairly general ; on the 7th the showers were few and 
were experienced about equally in the North-West and North-East ; similar 

_ weather prevailed on the 8th, but on the gth the rainfall area extended both — 
in the North-West and North-East, while the rainfall amounts were heavier in — 
the North-East. On the roth, rainalmost ceased, but on the 11th, it recommenc- 
ed in the North-West though it remained very light and scattered in the North- 
East, While this feebly unsettled and showery weather prevailed over Northern 
India, conditions in Central and Southern India were very quiet, and fine, dry 
weather, with Hit Ie higher temperatures than an prevailed throughout 

the week. In Northern India temperature conditions were fairly steady, thus 
in North-East India the mean temperature was more or less below the normal 
throughout the week, while in North-West there was an equally steady excess. 
The amount and extent of the deficiency in the North Bast, as of the excess 

_ in the North-West, varied from day to day, but, generally speaking, the tem- 
parature conditions were very constant during the week. : 

t Daily Summary.—Sunday, March 5th.—The barometer was falling 
briskly to rapidly over North-West India and a shallow storm was shown over 
the Western desert. Pressure was also relatively less over Bengal, while it was 


relatively high over the central parts of the country and the Assam Valley. 
The winds were Southerly and South-Westerly on the Bay coast, Easterly in 
North Bengal and Bihar and more or less variable elsewhere. The sky was 
cloudy Bites of North-West and North-East India and rain had fallen at 


Lashio, Mymensingh, Silchar, Sibsagar and Darjeeling, and a light snowstorm 

was reported from Minimarg (Kashmir). The mean temperature was low for 
_ the season over Bengal, Assam and Burma and across the head of the Peninsula ; 
_ elsewhere it was excessive. 

Monday, March 6th.—Pressure had changed little except over the east 
of the Punjab, Rajputana, the west of the North-Western Provinces, and the 
adjoining parts of Central India and the Central Provinces.. In these regions 
‘the barometer had fallen briskly to rapidly, due to the advance of the depres- 
sion which, on the previous day, was shown over the Western desert. A well 
marked Ban current of wind blew across Bengal and up the Gangetic 
Plain, but elsewhere the winds were more or less variable. The sky remained ——~ 
cloudy in parts of North-West and North-East India. Light stow had fallen 
at Minimarg and light rain over the North-West Himalayas as well as at 

"Sialkot, Rawalpindi, and Bhamo, The weather was very ae over North-East, 
India and very hot for the time of year over North-West India, but elsewhere 
‘the mean temperature was about normal, \ aeehe 

Tuesday, March 7th.—The depression noticed on the two preceding day: 
had reached the east of the North-Western Provinces an the west of 
Otherwise, there had been no great change. Easterly winds continued 

North Bengal and up the Gangetic Plain, while North-W: winds we 
reported over Rajputana and North Bombay and variable breezes elsev 

e sky was slightly cloudy in the extreme North-East and extreme North 

while a thunderstorm had given 1°32 inches of rain and hail to. Chi 
"showers had been received at Silchar, Darjeeli C 

Murr: 

Peninsi 





n 0) char, ar, 

f Y u ‘he heat remained ee seein of mula po | 
Burma and the south of the Peninsula, and high in all other places. 

Thursday, March peaks Bengal depression” had practically filled up, 

‘on the contrary that noticed over the Western desert had travelled to the, 
jab and become deeper. The weather had continued cloud: os 
showery in parts of North-East India and had become more cloudy ans 
unsettled in the North-West under the influence of the new storms. The tem- 
j perature conditions were unchanged. 

Friday, March roth—The barometer had risen everywhere. The de- 
pression noticed over the South Punjab had passed on down the Gangetic Plain 
and was shown over the North-Western Provinces where it was filling up. The 
winds were variable throughout the country. ‘There had been no change in the 
general weather. Cloudy skies continued to be reported in the North-West 
and North-East, and showers had been received at a few stations. The Assam 
Valley, Central Burma and part of Madras reported lower temperatures than 
usual, but elsewhere the heat was excessive. 

Saturday, March 1sth.—Pressure had continued to increase. Readings 
__ were high along the foot of the hills and relatively high and vert uniform over 
+ the Peninsula and the central parts of the country, while a band of low pressure 
extended from Upper Sind to the head of the Bay. Messhed to Easterly winds 
with showery and cloudy weather prevailed to the north of the band, while fine 
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quiet weather prevailed to the south with light variable winds. The heat was 
excessive, except in Central Burma and in Madras, 


Temperature.—The weather had been hotter than usual over by far the 
eater part of the country during the week under review, In North-West India 
the showers, which fell on and near the hills on most days of the week, had 
comparatively little influence on the temperature and never reduced the mean 
temperature to below the normal, but in the North-East, on the contrary, the 
showers exercised a considerable effect, and for several days Bengal, Assam 
and Burma reported temperatures below the normal avera; Over the Penin: 
sula the temperature conditions were more nearly normal, but towards the close 
of the week an area of low temperature arene in the extreme South and 
subsequently extended northward over a considerable part of Madras. 
The following table gives mean temperature variation data for the week :— 
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0 ow that the mean te . 
"in Burma, on every day but one in Assam and 
two in South India, bur that elsewhere with one or two trifling and 
exceptions the heat wasrsteadily excessive throughout the week. T! 
averaged over 6° in Rajputana, over §° in Sind and over 4° in Chota N 
eared Provinces, the Punjab and Central Indias The following 


highest maxima recorded on each day ;— | 
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Rainfall.—As shown in the earlier portions of this summary the whole of 
Burma, the Peninsula and the central parts of India have experienced tine quiet 
weather during the week under review and no rain whatever has fallen during 
that petiod over these regions. On the contrary, over Northern India the 
weather has been feebly disturbed, the unsettledness being caused by a series 
of slight depressions or storms which drifted from west to east across the coun- ° 

. The effect of these storms or depressions on the weather was everywhere 

slight, but this was particularly the case while they were traversing the North. « 
West Provinces and West Bengal where their presence was mainly manifested 
in dust-storms and strong winds and where they hardly occasioned any rainfall. 
In Baluchistanand North-West India the depressions mare fair showers, more 
particularly on the hills, and the weather was squally and gusty, but it was 
mainly in North-East India that the influence of the gepreaaing was felt, and 
in some parts of this area the falls of rain were moderately heavy. 

The rainfall table at the close of the summary shows that during the 
week under review, rain averaging one-tenth of an inch or more was received 
in eleven of the rainfall divisions, viz., East Bengal, the three Assam divisions, 
‘North Bengal, the Bengal hills, the hills of the North-Western Provinces, the Cen= 
tral Punjab, the Punjab hills, Sind and Baluchistan, the heaviest average actual 
fall being 2°47” in the Surma division of Assam and the lightest o"10” in the 
Punjab hills. {m all other parts of the country the rainfall of the week has been 
actually ot practically mi, The average actual rainfall was heavier than the 
average normal rainfall by small or moderate amounts in East Bengal, the Assam 
hills, the Brahmaputra Valley, North Bengal and the Bengal hills, and by a* 
considerable amount in the Surma district, but imall other places the fall was 
lighter than usual. The principal cases of deficiency were shown in the North’ 
Punjab and the North-West Himalayas, i 


The following are the principal large totals recorded at individual stations: 





during the week :— i le 
East Bengal—Munshiganj, Dacca . bs Aes «2°11 inches. 
Assam—Sylhet . 5 a 






‘Mandakata, Gaul Caer) 
The three concluding columns of the table show that for the two weeks 
ending 11th March the rainfall has been heavier than usual in East. Eseaey 
Assam divisions and Bengal hills, but that in all the remaining divisions it 
been less than the normal, and that over a considerable part of ‘the ‘country 
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rain whatever has been received. 
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Report on the stato: of the Season 








Weekly and Prospae 
y * 

‘Madras.—For week ending 18th March—No rain fell during the wee 
” Water supplies are adequate generally. Some small sowings are p ¢ 
‘The standing crops are reeeetally good. The harvest continues to 
almost normal outturn, Pasture is scanty but fodder is sufficient, The 

dition of cattle is generally good. Prices are almost stationary, but are 
dearer in the Deccan and southern districts. : tet 


e 
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Bombay.—For week ending 22nd March,—Slight rain fell in parts 
_ Sind during the week. The standing ctops have been injured b high win 
and rain in one taluka of Hyderabad and igo in two talukas of Bijapu 
American cotton has been blighted in two talukas of Dharwar. The plan 
- crop has been damaged in parts of Baroda territory. The reaping of rn 
crops is progressing in sixteen and preparations for next season it Di 

in twelve districts. Cotton-picking continues in parts of Gujarat the Kar- 
natak. Fodder is sufficient, . Prices have fallen’ in ten and risen in two dis- 
tricts; elsewhere they are stationary. i 









Bengal.—For week ending 20th March.—There was no rain during 
the week, Fine dry weather is reported throughout the Province. The har- 
vesting of the spring crops; pressing of sugarcane, and lancing of opium 
continue, Spring rice and other crops in the ground are doing, well, Plough. — 
ing for autumn rice and jute is in progress, and sowing has commenced in = | 
patts. Rain is wanted in some districts, There is plenty of fodder every- 
where, except in parts of Midnapore, The price of rice is reported to have 
| risen in some places, but prices are on the whole stationary. i 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending sand 
March.—With the exception of. showers in the hill districts and in two of the 

‘western submontane districts, the weather has been clear during the week. 

_ The harvesting of the spring crops is progressing and Shemiog seen ” 

parts. Sugarcane planting continues and extra crops are being sown « 

_. . irrigated. The extraction of opium is proceeding. Prospects are g 

Supplies and fodder are sufficient.’ Prices are stationary or falling. 


 Punjab.—For week ending 22nd March —Rain fell during the week 
the Sialkot, Rawalpindi, Peshawar and Dera Ismail Khan districts, Ploug 

ings for the autumn crops and cultivation of extra spring crops are in pro 
fe Soe oe fasts 1d re are corey cg rea sf eee 
mostly ‘ing from the lrought; they have in, ‘ 
7, MPRA heal itwehoas Theatr 




















withering in Lahore, Rain is badly wanted ¢ 
of the spring crops is generally expected to be deci 
The standing crops have been pre ec rats in. 
nt pepe of Ferozepore and Lahore and 
ttle are generally in good condition; their conc 
Delhi only. Fodder is said to be eal 
_ Umballa, Pe eer ae etd a 
are rising in Shahpur, falling in Delhi, 
Peshawar, and oe nee velici r 
gram 20 to 22, barley 28, bulrush millet 
23 and rice 1g to 14 seers per rupee. 


Central Provinces.—For weet 
clear; the nights and mornings are cool 





“and Sambalpu igns of distress are 
een eenen sorani ct employment... Water is 
dia and Betul. Fodder is scarce in Sambal; 


g ‘open part of 

Li ane parts of Mani 2 

in the Warora tahsil of Chanda. The price.of wheat, gram and juar has 

illen in 6, 3 and 5 districts respectively, The price of rice is on the whole 

‘steady, but there is arise in the rate in Saugor and Seoni. The cheapest 

| prices are :—wheat 21, gram 32, rice 22 and juar 28} seers per rupee. The 
dearest prices are :—wheat 12, gram 16, rice 11 and juar 21 seers per rupee, 





Burma.—For week ending 18th March.—In Upper Burma the transplant-, 
ing of dry weather paddy has been completed in several districts. The reepiy ¥ 
of island and other miscellaneous crops is becoming fore general, The fe. 

"ng crops continue to promise well everywhere. The price of paddy has 
risen slightly in Thaton and Pakokku and fallen to some extent in Prome. and 
+ Thongwa ; elsewhere it is stationary. SU ad 






Assam.—For week ending 21st March.—Slight rain fell in Upper Assam 
and in the Naga Hills during the week. ‘Ploughing for early and late broad- 
cast rice in the Assay Valley districts is in progress. Sowing of early rice in 

». the Assam Valley of lowland winter rice in Sylhet has commenced. The 
thering of mustard has been almost completed. The gathering of pulses, 
ce Pociy and plucking of tea and pressing of sugarcane continue, The prospects 
of sugarcane and tea are good, Land is being prepared for jute im Goal-’ 
ata and for sugarcane in Darrang, Fodder is scarce in the Naga Hills.” 
Water is insufficient in ce oF and in parts of Sylhet. Prices—common ri 
iSyltat 19, Silchar, Dhuiui, Cautati, ‘Texpur and Nowsong 16 Sibéagan tai 
Dibrugarah 14 seers per rupee. a 


Mysore and Coorg.—For weet ending 22nd March—Mysore: T! He 
standing crops are in good condition. Paddy has been harvested in parts 
* Tumkur and ragi (elewsine coracana) in Mysore. Prices have risen slightly in 
Hassan and Kadur and have fallen in Bangalore, Kolar, Chitaldroog and 
Shimoga. | 
CoorG: No crop standing. Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. 
Prices of food grains are stationary. 3 


| 
| 
| 


Berar and Hyderabad.—or week ending 22nd March.—Brrar: The 
‘days are hot, but the nights and mornings are cool, The harvesting of the 
winter crops has almost been completed. Land is being prepared for the © 
ensuing rain crop. Fodder and water are insufficient in parts of four districts. — 
.. Prices are fluctuating. . 


Hyperasap: No rain fell during the week. The spring harvest is still = _ 
proceeding. The standing winter rice crop is in faitly good condition, Prices * 
. of grain continue to fall in parts. Prices—wheat g}, coarse rice 103 and jowart 
23% seers per current sicca rupee. 


d Central India.—for week ending 22nd March.—No rain fell in Central 

* India during the week. Agricultural operations are in progress throughout 
the Agency. The standing crops are in fairly good condition, The condition 
ef opium is good. Prices are above the normal in Bundelkhand, but are 
normal elsewhere, 
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BS Eaipmeon ‘For week ending 22nd March.—Slight rain fell in Bikanir 

during the week. Agricultural operations are satisfactory except in Merwata, 

The condition of the crops is generally good, except in Ajmere-Merwara. 
Crops are being harvested ; the average estimated spring outturn in Ajmere is 
41} annas and in Merwara 6 annas, Fodder is scarce ing states. Prices are_ 
‘ising in 2 states, falling in 2, fluctuating in 1 and steady elsewhere. Emigration 

} and from Merwara continues : 63 persons _ 

i ea Bal a 












he Gazette of Hidia 


No. 13.3 CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1899. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


orruautnt to the Gazert.or INDtA willbe publithed from time to time, containing each Ofial Papera a 
suromaten te mera of tad i tem oo of tne ee aca ac aay ual bm 
eubaes ae ne Leslie Counc of ic hsclons th Gourar eral wil fase be pushed ta 
Paani of fe Gate’ 
* nd Gane may cise SUPPLAMENT waraen oma pum’ of ie Rare er amma Uf 
grad Caen or ign Rane tnt Pk eae een gece ae ae 
‘rbd or eporceyom fuyrmento Runs pr ana if datonrd im Colette ov Rees nie {som Poa 
Mia epider Orders oe Nott “Pubticatln of which fx the Ganerve aquired by Ea ble 
i mf Cares fant wi encanta Bor tach Onde and 


ses oem emsforary epi 
“niihcations tae bdy of the GAterTe Mutt be 




















ee > ta 















































ae 
Tote 





























































































































Abia 


it 


















































qu it 





i 








if 
a 


























ts 















































Fe OTTER 






































"RETAIL PRICES FOR 














pee 
FE 


ag oar 





bitate 
titties 
eoccas Sty 
el TIL 
abtaae 






































fl a 


< 





tpmo2 yon 























a] a}ae 8} 208 
gis) 9a 


= |= 



































23 
ibaa 
yo 
ib 
re 
38 4/10 
58 





9/20 4/20 4 


9 8lip—/) 18 —| 90— 


at 
Pees 
areal 

a 


= 


wanna eens 





s—js —-|e-) 6 
| 6—)ig— 
a 


or 
o8 


1304) 03 4 {1812/8 2 
So )a4 Blaz— la 
5 —Ji5—|18 =| 18 — 
wali] Bl — 


1o- 

7% 
8 
oes 





RaRTTER __ 8883 
itp? 5 od kik) 
RIRTRRR TRRRR RRR 
wieesie Tez) 2993 
MUseSCS. esenn > 

118 eeatt 
PEPE ed 





Si 618 9 


2) stag, 
3— 
svlas 4] agg foe 8 


wala 
7 








32 








SIIB ee ciate, aL R 





Shen: 








Mtagt 








iyae 





Teellel 





& S BSe5555 GESCS 


en 





el Toell 


88 3 SES B 





























ue 
Aris. 

Tes | ersare, 1 
RRaas A eRaRTa OR 
sonoaeeSuene, | 
Sanaa 2 eeeeee 8 
(nee tases 
neoge e seaccgn ne. 











*~ 

3 
=| a3 — | aa = 
sa aa 


Bi us 





hun 
=) 
it 


(st = eel 
RNOENS EQeooRN 


16 [16 =| a5 —| as —| ag | ot —| 


Bitty 








cat ame re 
i 
S58 
ela 


al + eiedi se © 
ohh # gonaenae 


1sre(-* | S1eh0e 1 
Nneenee MOnnnt t goamenMe & 


ae 





S 4) 5 4)0e— | 13 8) a8 8) a —| a5 —] ay 


= 
32} 3 





Geneve asi 
22a55 8 RRaRe 
eas 


BARR SRELIA 





| soa) 32 | ana 





16 8/39 — | 26 
y= | 35— 4 
19 — | 35 = 


a 





9— 


9 = |=] Hl as 





spat 
tate ge pumeie ohare 





e+ e)ar ss az ag) a3 2 | 2g 
ee din 4) 6 — | 99 =) 28 — 
oe a8 [a] 9) 


' 
1 
1 
La 
= 
3 
a 
t 
3 
eee 





‘Debra-Don 








Belll 
Belll 


5 
Se & Seese 


bes eeaee 
Je & sleew 
= 


eee peeey 
oe! 
Ee 


eeeeR 
Il lee o 


ened 


seeee 


EdEgtHiLd CaEtE ME deri 


gtzoe 
Besse 8 





Seesesssaakss & a 


Lusi lssgelgs 
Ve twleegto 


FR emBRRSESTS ES. 


Bar Be 





SG 
& 





cars 
“Ee 









































me) 








EMR LIeS ORF 














































































Dated ot tape fas para yar = 





ei ; 

2 s RageRe 

te 1 epgeae 

= a Eithits 

D 1 70811 

# 2 aaaaee 

W 1 esess2 

22 < p2esss2 

uw mgeres 

or 

” $ pean? 

a iE a 
Titt tt fttit theeiiy ae; Say piiiant © 
paas 28 Renan wraeers ‘fib e 7 peas 2h 
Witt tt ttttt dittiae fir? ¢ Paar 
Baas aR RSRTA REBATE i Tag ees PRE Ret 
Vit i Vtetiit Hite Poke 8 Sasi! 
ase 28 paessee 22375 gagss2s 2 
mit ti Tiel earetil 
RATES Se oesie 












Pits Sashes 








pitas 
iitee 





Fittae 
finite 


tte 
fie 











Ppibett 


B-ananitt 





























aenennee 


i 








17 lil git 
aise a! a 


agan | arty | ar 


ws 


® s)ar ajar 
8 | 20° | ws | 08 





Saeed 3352" 
aeee a (8 


vial gy 


78) a7 8 


18's 
43 





greeypcese 
azsrasasy’ 


“ 
a3 — | 2944 | 27 15 
13 8| 26 


ar 3) a3 


° 
0 4 
a 
4) 





pete 
rerpeskss 


23) a2 3) 20 
ne 
13 8 
ng 
rad 
ni 
45 
yo 





youre 
serexee th 
att 


mrerte 


sneens 





Servier ys: 
seagse2 


wala 


Boo | a= 


isi 
eewoszen 

Sblerrey 
| aenegses 





vt? 


oghtyttal 
ofee 





RRR ETITE 


Ver 
bine: 





gevertiie 
seseresee 


“12 


see 


os 


: 
es Ba 


eres 





ef ibd & Bel Bal 


peaeres 


+e 


see 


a 4)a— 
ecararl 


aEEEEE 








aes 


SEAS I Le) LC 





Hig ide 


due idl pee 


Srsge0]2] 


Rast 











8 
es 


PESriiiis 
qomperees 
Walityts 


‘Sonvesres 





8 
3 








teta 








Srrbitita hh 
Segaaaene 952 
SEH) MIL 
_SSR8BRERe ase 


PLQtEsE EE eee 











fears 





fue FELEE 











GO i 
Viet 


iy Fea iy ; : 
DEPARTMENT OF RE AND 


Bes 


Weather Review 
: Saturday, March 18th, 1899. 
A 
Last week, it will beremenibered, the weather was unsettled over Northern |— 
India, and a series of slight storms passed across that part of the covntry from the 
westward tothe eastward. Thee unsettled conditions continued during the greater | 
t of the week under review. ‘The first of the storms was shown over the Western 
. fever Sunday, 12th March, Seesnne snow and sain in Kashmir and rain in 
jaluchistan, Sind and the West and North Punjab. By the morning of the 13th the — 
‘storm had practically? disappeared, but showers continued to be received over 
‘the extreme north-west of gia, On the. morning of the 14th the weather was 
pearly clear and appeared quite quiet, but on the 15th pressure was giving way” 
Epil) in the extreme north-west and rain had commenced in Baluchistan, On _ 
the following day a diffused depression was shown over the Kashmir Himalayas and 
* the north and centré of the Punjab, and the weather was-again rainy over Baluch- 
istan, Lower Sind, the West and North Punjab and the Kashmir Himalayas: ‘The 
storm disappeared or was transferred with great rapidity to the eastward. Duriog \ > 
the day a large high pressure area was developed over North-West India; the” 
weather cleared and became everywhere fine, while strong westerly and west-nort i 
westerly winds, such as prevail over Northern India during the hot weather, were 
established over the Gangetic Plain. Rain is unusualat this season in Sind, and, as 
a result of the rainfall noticed above, the mean temperature of Sind Has been con: 
siderably—and of Gujarat slightly—below the normal average. In nearly all 
other places the heat during the week has been excessive, but in South India, 
‘Swing to local causes, the first-half of the week was coaler than usual. 


Daily Summary. —Sunday, March r2th—Pressure had given way briskly 
to rapidly over the Punjab, and a storm, at the centre of which the barometer read) 
‘slightly Below the normal, was traversing that province. The winds were irregular 
over the greater part of the country, but were gusty and squally in the north-west. 
The weather was very unsettled and showery in the north-west and in Baluchistan, 
and snow and rain had fallen on the hills and rain on the plas around the north= 
west frontier of India, Peshawar, Cheratand Hyderabad had received over 1 inch 
in twenty-four hours. The mean temperature was low over the Indus Valley, 
Gujarat and the south of the Peninsula, aboutnormal in Burma and Assam and hi; 
elsewhere. In Eastern Rajputana the excess was more than 9'0”; while at Jaco! 
abad and Salemsthe deficiency was over 5°. if 


Monday, March 13th.—The barometer had risen in the north-west, but had 

fallen in all other parts of the Indian region, The storm noticed over the Panjab * 

had almost disappeared, and a well-marked high, pressure area was shown over 

North Bombay, Central India and Ls Te csieees the barpmeter was consider. 

‘ably to Jargely highersthan usual, The winds varied considerably in directi 

but were gusty. and unsteady in force, and gales had been experienced at oat 

north-west stations. The sky was practically clear of cloud at 8.A.M., but the 

weather had been unsettled, with snow and rain on the hills, and rain over Baluch- | 

‘stan and parts of the Punjab and of the North-West Provinces. The meantem-s 

perature remained low over the Indus Valley and that neighbourhood, as well as ov Pal 
we south of the Peninsula, normal over the Central Punjab, and much above 
average elsewhere. The principal variations from the normal were 4 12" Fare 

_ Cawnpore, —8'8° at Hyderabad cigs and 53" at Salem. } 


“West 





saa 


5 Upper Burma, so that gradients were 


? 


north-westerly to westerly wind prevailed down | 
and across Bengal anda light north-east wind over the C 
In the Peninsula pressure was uniform and the winds light and variable, 


weather was cloudy on the hills, and there had again been snow in Kashmir and _ 
Srinagar M 


rain at Sialkot, Rawalpindi, jurree, The mean temperature had 
increased over the Indus Valley, so that the depression of temperature in that 
region was less than on the 13th, but the general conditions of temperature were 
unchanged, the following being the principal variations from the normal: Cawn- 
pore + 9'8°, Rawalpindi — 4:0° and Salem — 4'5°. 
Wednesday, March 15th—Pressure was high over North-West and Central 
India, low over Bihar and uniform over the Peninsula. Steepish gradients con- 
tinued to be reported down the Gangetic Valley, and the westerly and west-north- 
westerly wind over that region was strong. Elsewhere the winds were Sosa 
variable, but in the Indus Valley and Baluchistan the direction was between sout 
and east, and a fresh depression was approaching the north-west frontier where 
the barometer was falling rapidly. The weather was cloudy on and near the hills 


in the extreme north-west and north-east, and showers were reported from ~ 


Sibsagar, Quetta and Chaman. The mean temperature was low over a large part 
of North-West India, about normal in the south of the Peninsula and was ex- 
cessive elsewhere. 

Thursday, March 16th—The barometer was falling oyer the Punjab, and the 
depression which had been advancing towards the north-west frontier on the 
previous day was shown over that province. It was giving squally unsettled 
weather to a large part of North-West India and had occasioned snow and rain in 
Kashmir and rain over Baluchistan, Lower Sind and the West and North Punjab. 
‘The mean temperature was again much lower than usual in the Indus Valley, 
about normal over the Peninsula and higher than usual elsewhere, 


Friday, March 17th—The depression had either disappeared or had been 
transferred rapidly eastward to Bengal, and a large anti-cyclone, with pressure 
largely above the normal average, had been established over North-West India. 
North-westerly winds were blowing in Northern India, north-easterly winds in 
the centre and variable winds elsewhere. Calms were reported in the north-east, 
The weather was fine throughout almost the whole country, but snow had been 
received in Kashmir and thundershowers over the North-West Himalayas and 
some submontane stations. The mean'temperature was slightly to very largely 
below the normal over the extreme northewest of India and slightly below over 
the east of the Peninsula, while elsewhere the heat was excessive. The following 
variations from the normal explain the distribution of the mean temperature 
relatively to the average: Jacobabad —10°%, Jhansi ++ §°7°, False Point 
— 12°; Toungoo + 5'0°. 

Saturday, March 18th—The barometer was falling everywhere, but there 


"bad been no important change in the pressure conditions. Strong westerly and 


west-north-westerly winds continued down the Gangetic Valley, moderate 
northerly and orth -bastedly winds over the central parts of the country and vari- 
able winds elsewhere. The weather was very fine with clear skies and very dry 
air, and the only rainfall reported was a few drops at Sibsagar. The temperature 
Re runior rae the same as on the preceding day. . The weather was cooler 

jan usual over North-West India and over the east of the Peninsula and was 
hotter than’usual elsewhere. The principal variations were :— 81° at Jacob- 
abad, — 2°6* at Vizagapatam and + 771° at Sibsagar. 

Temperature —The weather has been hotter than usual over the greater 
part of the country during the week under review. Owing, however, to some local 
influence the heat was steadily and considerably below the normal in the south of 

Peninsula for the first four days of the week. A cool wave in the Indus Valley 
impinged on the temperature area over Northern India on the 2th 








ecame stron; ked on the following day, but thereafter it gradually broke 
without inc On the rethienct er qi heat Seer & 2 Indah 
‘alley, and this had more vitality as it advanced eas! as far as the north | 
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The following'table gives the temperature variation data for the week : 























Maxcn, 1899. 
Provinet. lea 
aath | agth va | agth | a6th | age ar| mt, 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° 
Burma ya ‘ «| +00] +10 | +29] 428 | 426 | +r8 | +09 
a we + «|+o0] 407 | 429 | 4396 [+24 | 429) +49 

Be bet aL +38 
Orissa Thedle TSAORTS +43 
oa Row +3°9 

lagpur. se +33 
N-W.P. and Oudh 4 +29 
Punjab : . . +04 
Sin ee ie =r9 
Rajputana . «we 03 
Gujarat aes ek eS are 
Central India . a ° 
Central Provinces . +ro 
Berar Ce sa +410 
West Coast. 6 ss +07 
Bombay Deccan oe 418 
Myere ek +25 
Madras Coast 5 se +an 
Madras Deccan. . +02 
South India . —2°3 | 406 | +0°3 | or 

a) — |} ar 

Mean for whole of India «| #25 [+21 | $20 | +96 | +14 [+04 | +05 +5 





























‘The heat was excessive on all days of the week, though on the last two days 
the excess was small and unimportant. The provincial variations exhibit 
aconsiderable depression of temperature in Sind and_a slight depression in 
South India, while in the Punjab, Gujarat, the West Coast, Mysore and the 
Madras Deccan the mean temperature was normal and in the remaining prov- 
inces excessive. The hottest area relatively to the normal was Chota Nagpur 
with a mean excess of 4°, 


The following were the highest maximum temperatures recorded on each 


day: 
Sunday March tath—Cuttack .  - «© « + + 103°4° 
Monday ,, 13th—Do. Reiner gee septal vad meee 
Tuesday} ,, 14th—Chanda . 0. 1 vy 052° 
Wednesday,, r5th—Cuddapah 9, 0. s+ tga “ 
Thursday ,, 16th—Do. 5 Pte Pop gba Beha hoi iy -am res 
Friday, -17th—Do. Beg Me en ape es 
Saturday , 18th—Kurnool . . . + + 104° 


Rain.—Practically the whole of the rainfall of the past week has been due 
to the storms which appeared on the north-west frontier, and hence rain has 
been practically confined to North-West India. There has been light rainfall in 
Assam and North Bengal due to local showers, but this rainfall, thou; important — 
and useful, has been and scattered and attributable to purely causes. 


ee | 


it fell on the ae) neg ae soe 
parently on 18th, 
Bega it sty small in the Surma divis at 
division, the amount apparently increasing on ascending the valley. Turni 
to the north-west the rainfall occurred under the influence of two storms and 
as follows: in the west of the North-West Provinces on the 13th and 17th; 
in the Punjab on the rath, 1gth and 14th and again on the 16th and 17th; 
~ in Sind on the 12th and 16th; and in Baluchistan on the rath and 13th and the 
isth and 16th, The table at the close of the summary shows that rain fell 
during the week, in effective amount, only in six divisions, vf, Assam (Surma), 
Assam (Brahmaputra), the Central Punjab, the North Punjab, Sind and Baluch- 
istan, Of these six divisions four received more than the normal fall of rain, 
vis, the Central Punjab + 0719 inch, the North Punjab + 1°19 inches, Sind 
+ 051 inch and Baluchistan + 111 inches. In all other parts of the 
country, even where rain has fallen, the amount has been less than usual, and if 
most places there has been no rain whatever. The deficiency has been consi- 
r derable and important in parts of Assam and the North-West Himalayas where 
moderate showers are anticipated at this time, but elsewhere the normal fall is 
‘small and of little consequence. 














The three concluding columns of the rainfall table show that the rainfall 
during the past three weeks has been onusually light, and that over a very lar 
art of the Peninsula, of Burma, of the central districts and of the Gangetic 
Plain there has been no rain whatever. In these districts, however, the normal 
rainfall at this season is very light. In Assam and parts of Bengal and the 
Punjab, on the contrary, moderate rain is anticipated during the three weeks 
under review, and though in some cases this moderate rainfall has “been received, 
in others it has been considerably short of the average. Thus, while East 
Bengal received more than, and Cachar and the Assam Valley about, the normal, 
Central and North Bengal have received only half the average and West Bengal 
‘practically no rain, 
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Powsas | 29 Puke Sibmorane... 2), eos oe | eke eae 
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’ Asst. Meteorological Reporter to the 
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"DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, 





Weather Review of India for the Wook ending at 8 am. on 
Saturday, Mareh 25th, 1899. 


Throughout the greater part of the week under review the weather has been 






controlled by anti-cyclonic conditions of pressure. On the first day of the week _ 


a large high pressure area was shown in the north-west and low pressure 
areas over Bengal on the one hand and the south of the Peninsula on the other. 
The high pressure area inthe north-west by the next morning had moved to 
Rajputana and Central India and there remained until the 23rd. During this 

od westerly winds blew down the Gangetic Plain, north-easterly winds in the 
Bentral Provinces and variable winds elsewhere with fine dry and on the whole. 
cool weather. On the 24th a change set in. Pressure gave way rapidly over 
Northern India, the anti-cyclonic movement of the winds ceased and on the 
a5tha slight but well-marked storm appeared in Upper Sind. Practically no 
rain fell over India, and the weather changed during the week from the conditions 
which ordinarily accompany fine weather in the cold season to ordinary hot 
weather, the change being accompanied with a very remarkable rise of temper- 
ature. 


Daily Summary.—Sunday, March roth.—Pressure was high and read 
considerably above the normal over North-West and Central India, while it_ was 
low and below the normal over Bengal and the south of the Peninsula. Fresh 
west-north-westerly and westerly winds prevailed down the Gangetic Plain, 
moderate north-easterly winds over the Central Provinces and variable local winds 
elsewhere. The weather was fine and the only rainfall reported was a shower at 
Sibsagar. The air was very dry in parts of West Bengal, Bombay, Rajputana 
and the Central districts. The heat was somewhat greater than usual over North- 
East India and the north and west ofthe Peninsula, but elsewhere the weather 
was cooler than the average. 

Monday, March 20th,—Pressure had given way briskly in the extreme north 


west, so that the high pressure area had been transferred eastward and lay over » 


Rajputana and Central India. Pressure was more uniform generally than-on the 

receding day. The wind directions were unchanged, but the force had fallen, 
Fhe sky was neatly clear of cloud and the air was daily becoming drier. A 
shower had been received in Tenasserim, but no rain had fallen.over India. The 
weather was cooler than usual except over Burma, Assam and part of: the west, 
of the Peninsula, . 

Tuesday, March 21st—There had been no important change in, pressure or 
winds, though the north-east winds over the central parts of the country showed. 
signs of dying down. The barometer. was high for the time of year almost 
everywhere. ‘The sky remained almost cloudless and the air very dry, while the 
only rainfall Xeperieg vias a shower or two in Tenasserim. The heat remained 
somewhat greater U usualover Burmg and at some west coast stations, while: 
elsewhere the weather was unusually. cool. 

Wednesday, March 22nd.—The barometric changes continued generally 
slight. Pressure remained higher over Rajputana and Central India than else- 
where, but the differences were small. The winds were light. T! blew from 
the westward in the north and from the eastward.in the centre of the country 
while elsewhere the directions were variable. The weather remained fine ani 
dry, and no rain whatever was reported. Temperature had begun to rise and 
risen above the average in the north-west, while it still remained high in 
Elsewhere the weather continued cool, 


Thursday, March 23rd,—The barometer had fallen almost everywhere 
larly in the north. Pressure remained very uniform, though slightly: hig! 

f oe than elsewhere. The winds varied'a good deal and were gen 

{ ba tat the head'of the Bay the usual strong southerly winds were 

ex was, hardly. any cloud, and there had been no rain over India. Té 










ent ge apc ‘weather was cooler 
Friday, March 2gth.—The barometric fall which had commenced on the 
Some day had’ continued and had changed the whole pressure conditions. 
fall had rapid in the north, and a low pressure cred at appeared over 
the Gangetic Plain with moderate gradients. The barometer read below the 
normal everywhere. The winds varied between north-west and’ south«west 
Northern India and were variable over the Peninsula. The force at the head of 
the Bay was increasing. The change in the pressure. conditions had been accom- 
panied with some change in the general weather, the air having, become. some~ 
what damper and the sky slightly clouded. A thunderstorm had given some. 
rain to the south of the Peninsula, The mean temperature remained high 
for the time of year over Burma and North-West India and lower than usual in 
the intervening region, 

Saturday, March 25th:—The'sudden barometric fall had ceased, but. there 
had been no change in the general barometric conditions except that a small shallow ~ 
storm had appeared in Upper Sind. The winds were also unaltered, The 
force was strong toa gale at Saugor Island. The sky had become still more 
cloudy—more particularly in the north-west, and alight shower bad occurred 
at Cherat. Shght cloud was also reported from the south of the Peninsula) and 
light rain from Trivandrum and Cochin. The weather was hotter than usual 
except in the south of the Peninsula. The excess. was very large in the north- 
west. , 


Temperature.—-There has been a remarkable change in the temperature 
conditions during the weelc under review. At the. commencement of: the week 
the mean temperature was low and the pressure Kiem over North+Western and 
Central India, cold weather conditions in fact prevailing over the country, As 
the week.advanced, however, there occurred.a marked change. A wavevof heat 
entered North-West India from the westward, and by the close of the week: the 
aba was hotter than usual almost everywhere, but particularly so in the 
north-west. 










The following table gives mean temperature variation data for the week: 





















Mancu 1859. 
Meap 
Province. varlatien 
of week. 
toth | aoth | arst | sand | agra | ogth | asth 
. ° ° ° ° ° ° . 

Burma + 4 
Assam —o" 
Bengal —r8 
Orissa —8 
Bias oe —22 

whota Nagpur. —r5 
N.-W, P. and Oudh —18 
Pag 5 5 —r2 
= id. é +06 

‘ajputana 4 
Gujarat a. +03 
Central India 29 
Central Provinces =13 
Berar ese +20 
‘West Coast . +02 





























al ay ‘of the whole week for the Weer ead out 
normal. The coolest day relatively to the normal was the 20th, the hottest the 
-agth. The provincial variations were not on the whole: large, as the excess at. 
the close of the week was largely balanced by the deficiency at. the commence- 
‘ment, but there was a slight to moderate excess. shown in Burma, the ae t 
an he ge Gujarat and Berar, and a slight deficiency in Mysore, M. ; 
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‘adras Deccan and South India. i 
The following were the highest maxima recorded on each day: . 

"March rgth =... 4)... toga® at Chanda, 

SOE ne eae Bn [se oe 

oh Rg ey ee a OSs Saas. Metreteimne 

» aand 105'5° Dov 

Rue ee ae - + 106:3°* » Ahmedabad. 

jo OGD w . . . . toS9° 5, Jacobabad, 


: geen Oya pn Pea lenis ph LC it 1 
4 Rain.—As mentioned above, there has been practically no rain throughout 
" the Indian region during the week under review, and the rainfall table at the close 
of the summary shows that the Assam Valley and the Malabar coast district 
were the only divisions which received any rain during the week. In most places 
the average normal rainfall is small for the week under review, but in Assam and » 
also in parts of the North-West Himalayas fair to moderate showers are * 
anticipated, and in these regions the absence of rain is important. For the four 
weeks from the a6th of February to the 25th of March the total rainfall has been 
almost everywhere deficient. In East Bengal, the Assam Valley and Baluchistan 
the total fall has been about normal and in Sind it has been greater than usual, 
butin all other places it has been short, and over a considerable part of the 
country no rain whatever has been received throughout the entire period. 
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| Weekly Report on the = of the Season and Pept of 
tho Crops. 


Madras.—For week vaiias 25th March,—Slight showers of rain fell in 
parts of Tinnevelly, Travancore, and Cochin. The water-supply is sufficient, 
‘Some small sowings are being made under irrigation, The: standing crops are 
generally in good condition, The harvest continues to yield an almost normal 
outturn and the yield of cotton isalso about the average. Pasturage is scanty, but 
fodder is sufficient and the condition of cattle generally good, Prices are almost 
stationary in the Deccan, staple-grains having returned almost to their normal 
rates; but elsewhere they are generally still above the average, except rice in the 
Deccan and the Carnatic, where the price is below the normal. 





Bombay.—For week ending 29th March.—American cotton has been 
blighted in two talukas of Dhatwar. Reaping of the late crops is progressing 
in fourteen and preparations for next season are being made in fifteen districts. 
Cotton-picking continues in parts of Gujarat and the Karnatak and extraction 
of opium in Baroda territory... Fodder is sufficient, except in parts of Karachi. 
Agricultural «stock is healthy. Prices have risen in five and fallen in five 
districts; elsewhere they are stationary. 


Bengal.—For week ending 27th March.—No rain fell during the week, 
except showers accompanied by hail at Muzaffarpur. Ploughing and in some 
parts early sowings are proceeding and the prospects of spring tice and other 
standing crops are good. Rain is wanted in some districts. The spring harvest 
continues and the collection of opium is nearly over. The planting of sugar- 
cane has begun in some parts, The fodder-supply is ample in every district, 
except in parts of Midnapore and the Sonthal Parganas. Prices are practically 
stationary. 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—or week ending 29th March.— 
Seasonable weather prevailed during the week. Harvesting and threshing of 
the spring crops are progressing. Sowing and irrigation of the extra crops, 
extraction of opium, and planting of sugarcane continue. Prospects are 
favourable, markets well stocked, and fodder sufficient, Prices are stationary * 
or falling. 

Punjab.—For week ending 29th March—Slight showers of rain fell in 
Peshawar. Sowings of the extra spring crops and also of sugarcane and cotton are 
proceeding, and reaping of the spring crops has commenced. The condition of the 
irrigated spring crops is generally reported to be average and of the unirrigated 
crops below the average and their yield is also expected to be below the average. 
Rain is still wanted, ‘The poppy crop is poor in Lahore. Certain of the spring 
crops have been damaged by ‘caterpillars in parts of Ferozepore and Lahore. 
Cattle are reported ta be in fait condition in all districts, except Delhi, Fodder 
is scarce in Delhi, Umballa, Shahpur, and Dera Ismail Khan, and: eel 
elsewhere, Prices, especially of wheat, the chief food-staple, 
Rawalpindi, falling in Delhi, Shahpur, Peshawar, and Dera Ismail iy 









Central Provinces.—For week ending 28th March—The weather is 
‘clear and unusually warm. The reaping of the spring crops is approaching” 
completion in most districts and threshing is in progress. The planting ‘of 
sugarcane continues in*Chanda, Bhandara, and Sambalpur. Signs of distress 
are appearing in the open part of Damoh owing to want of employment. Water is | 
getting scarce in some villages of Saugor, Mandla, Betul, and the Warora.tahsilof 
Chanda. Fodder is reported to be insufficient in parts of Seoni, the Warora — 
tahsil of Chanda, and the Sambalpur district. The price of wheat, gram, rice, 
‘and juar has fallen in five, four, two, and two districts, respectively, and there is a 
slight rise in the price of wheat, rice, and juar in three, one, and one districts, 
respectively ; but the general range of prices is low. “The cheapest prices are— 
wheat 21, gram 32, rice 22, and jwar 28 seers per rupee. The dearest prices 
are—wheat 11}, gram 16, rice 11, and juar 21 seers per rupee. 


‘ 


Burma.—for week ending 25th March.—In Upper Burma harvesting of 
‘the miscellaneous crops continues. Most of the island crops, except tobacco, 
have been gathered in Pakdkku, and the reaping of pulses is nearing completion ~ 
in other districts. Reaping of dry weather paddy has commenced in Kyaukse. 
The outturn of the miscellaneous crops is found to beless than last year in 
Mandalay. The price of paddy has fallen in Pegu, Tharrawaddy, and Pakékku 
and risen very slightly in Rangoon, No changes in prices are reported from 
elsewhere. 


Assam.—or week ending 28th March.—Rain fell in most districts during 

“the week which has facilitated cultivation. Ploughing for and sowing of the _ 
early and late broadcast rice continue. Gathering of mustard and hoeing of 
tea are finished. The outturn of the mustard crop is below the average. 
Harvesting of pulses, plucking of tea, and pressing of sugarcane are in progress. 
Prospects of tea are good. Preparation of land for jute in Goalpara continues. 
Potatoes are being planted in the Khasi and Jaintia hills. Fodder is scarce in 
the Naga hills and water is insufficient in parts of Nowgong and Sylhet. Prices— 
‘common tice-Sylhet 21; Silchar, Dhubri, Gauhati, and Tezpur 16; Nowgong 

15; Sibsagar 12; and Dibrugarh 14 seers per rupee. * 


Mysore and Coorg.—for weet ending 29th March—Mysore: Ragi 
(Eleusine coracana) has been harvested in parts of Mysore and paddy in 
Chitaldroog. Prospects are good. Prices have risen slightly in Kolar and — * 
Shimoga. 

CoorG: Water and fodder for cattle’ are sufficient. Prices of food-grains _ 
are stationary. 


Berar and Hyderabad —/or week ending 29th March.—BERAR: The 
weather is getting warmer. Preparation of land for the ensuing monsoon crop 
‘continues. A scarcity of fodder and water prevails in parts of the Province. , 
Prices are almost stationary. 


Hyperapan: No rain fell during the week. The spring harvest is still 
proceeding. The standing winter rice crop is in fairly good condition, Prices 


* 
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india.—For week ending agth March—No tain fel during: 
| peek, Agricultural operations are in. progress throughout Central India. The 
* standing crops in some parts of Bundelkhand are in poor condition, but 
igood in other portions of the Agency. Agricultural stack and pasturage are 
good condition. Prices continue aboye normal in Bundelkhand, but ate normal 
selsewhere, The condition of opium is fair in Malwa and good in Gwalior and 
Bhopal. 


Rajputana—for week ending 29th March.—Agricultural operations are 
satisfactory, except in Merwara and the hilly tracts of Kherwara. The condition 
of the crops is generally good, except in Ajmere-Merwara. Harvesting of crops 
continues: the average estimated spring outturn in Ajmere is 11} annas and in 
Merwara 6} annas. Cattle are for the most part in good condition. Fodder 
is scarcein nine States. Prices are falling in three States and are steady elsewhere. 
1,950 square miles with a population of 41,000 are affected by scarcity in Marwar. 

)Emigration from the distressed Ajmere villages continues : 19 persons emigrated 


during the week. The total emigration from Merwara up to date numbers 


.4:329 persons. The numbers employed on relief works were—372 in Ajmere, 
4278 in Merwara, and 969 in Marwar. Paar inets 193, Beawar 2a, and 
Marwar 15 seers per rupee. 

Kashmir—for week ending 28th March.—The weather is fine. Prices 
continue below normal. The price of rice is 27 seers per rupee. 

Jammu PRovINCE: For week ending 29th March.—No tain fell during 
the week. The condition of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is sufficient.. 
Prices are generally stationary, wheat selling at 18 and maize at 24 seers per 
rupee, 

Nepal.—For week ending 25th March—-No rain fell during the week. 
A-shower or two would-benefit the standing wheat crop. The price of rice is 9 
‘Seers per rupee. 


T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 











PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, 


3 * _eivit. works. 


Purchase in India of certain iron and steel work of local manufacture, 


\ 
is 
Circular No. 2 Public’ Works, dated Simla, the 24th March, 1899, 


RESOLUTION—By the Government of India, Public Works Department, 


Read— 


Letter No. 3018 W,, dated the 24th November 1898, from the Government of Madras, 
Public Works ‘Department, requesting the inclusion of certain firms in the list 
iven in Appendix B of Finance and Commerce Department Resolution No. 2587 
YR, dated oth Tune 1808, of fem cligible to supply articles of iron and ated! for 


the Public Service, with the right to tender only so far as the supply of safes and - 


freasure chests is concerned. 


RESOLUTION.—The Governor General in Council is hereby pleased to 
direct that bridge floor or roof work and other iron and steel work to which it is 
necessary to apply the tests prescribed in Appendix C of Government of India, 
Finance and Commerce Department, Resolution No. 2587 S. R., dated the gth 
June 1898, may, when not obtained from Europe through the Secretary of State, 
be ordered only at the firms enteredin Appendix Bof that Resolution; but that 
other articles entered in Appendix A of the Resolution may be obtained from 
any firms who may be approved by Local Governments and Administrations. 


jecretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, ORDER.—Ordered 


(eres) ‘the Government of Madras, Publie Works Department, that this Resolu- 


‘The Secretaries to the Government of Bombay, Publie Works Department, tion be communi- 


General ond Railwoy Branches. 
‘The ‘Secretaries to. tne Governments of Bengal, the North-Western Provinces cated to. the 
a ‘Works Local Governments 








ind Ovdh, and the Punjab, Public partment. 
‘The Secretaries to the Government of Burma, Public Works Department, 








General and Railway Branches. and Administrations 
The Chie nalsioers of ‘the Central Frovinces, Assam, and Coorg. and officers noted 
ot at Hyderabad. is 
The geet the ‘Goverove Gyneral or Central India, Rejpotass, ed Baloch bet the Vom for 
fan. inform: 
‘The Accountant General, Public Works Department, ' ‘dat sah? an 
‘The Director Genera! of sign OAS ims S Ince 5 f, 
The Consuting tothe Government of Indis for Railways, Caleutts, be published in 
now, and Assam. 
‘The Director Genera! of Telegrapks. the agree! to 
The Masago, Renh Wester, Ouih ond Robikbeed, Ext Cou, and Bast: the Gazette | of 


The Engen Chie "Met Attock allway, Indus Bridge, and Godavery /ndia, and fe 
‘The Engincersin-Chief, Gasiabad-Moradabad, Besvada-Madras,and Hurdwar-Debra cone be cam 


Commerce and Mili- 
i-Chief, Kobat-Bannoo, Bara-Ajmere and Marwar, and Rai 
Oe Gens antKaitae Raley Suge es "™ ™E tary | Departments 
‘The Port Storekeeper, State Railway Department, Calcutta, for information. 





i 0. C. LEES, 
Under Secretary to the Government of India. 























teasers einen eenti 


HBta spas tn igen in eles Tet Merwlney iron 18 


ci : 
in "jean aatvn (incldg. @-R.-Néya) 


Southern Marat (including Guniak! 





—— 


ieee FE 





‘Were mxpnro 19m Wings moig 20: 














‘Maou 1898, eratags 
er ‘Rersings, [Barings | from int | from iat 
‘Mean . [10th March | 18th Marob' 
wi fwosked.| TOTAt. { Bonu |EE I 1s | 3 
se i 
‘Rs, | Miles. Be ‘Rs, | Mites, Ra, Re Ry Re, 
88,960 | 741 ,747 | 12,928,000 | 703 J 1,96,37,106 | 1,37, 
es} sz [asm | aa] apt |e | fog nse 
ce = if 18 | 198] 1,196 | 218,000) 184] 16,3 20,986,000 
mm 7 ‘T1007 | 148 'ge8 | 1,90,000 | 150] 14,39,958 | 15,583,000. 
491 a 5,768 | 275 a2 2,800 | 133 40,261 29,000 
is} 8 03} 106} 9 ‘900 | 100] 11,088], 12,000 
‘1,815 | 3, am] 1,815 5, oe] 46,2 3,000, 
Se ae eel ewe] ail aoa] antes 
wy Ugo | a] se] as00) eo] aiere “42,600 
165, ,08,620 8 16 | 1,109,000 
‘3 290] oD bed 21,800 
Ay 155] 1,016 | 1,82,000 | 
212408 | 92 aL 26,700 
236 25,228) 8B 45 8.100 
936 | 2,97,286.|_ 263 938 00. 
0,176 | 26,95,672 | B05 | 10.828 | 37,36,500" 





Else EESS | Sieeseaa eSek 
£4 


















| eeiese 











Be: 
EI 


Sas § 
fagita 


ei: 
$2 



































— 

a7 ase] 2.900 

20 22 6,800 

% #3) 24300 

“ ‘| 1800 

es 3} 1200) 26 

187 e 1300 ms 

rr 3] | 38 

ies | 26m] 78 

200 ze] 0.000 | 988 

co 2,500) 45 

266 a 216 

153 a1 3m 

135 1,001 Ly 

a 74] 3900 | 49 4a 

an ai} G80) am] Sher 

% | ‘gow | sof Beart 

236, 834 | 69,300 | 207. 820,405 

Z ve] ot | oh ag 

ie to} nam | Sof acre 

n | 320] w] 620 

a % cd 

i ee me 

B nD way 

% By fa) BP a 

co cy 1,100 | 44 16,248 
7008 | T20, 8 

136 sta| a0 | 196] 94s, 

2 | “hite| ion) See. 

8 34) apo | 45 14,726 

“ a 1,600] 76 a 

= 47 96,200 | | 2boan 

0 | "3'e00 | 47] “auger 

Ba % 

cl be 8 


a 


ute [Sut HE tit 


. 
eo 











| OF APPHORIMLATH GHOG® BARWINGS OF INDIAN RATLWAYE. 
NB he regarda the figures in column Total warnings from tat April 1808, audited Cures have bees used, as far a posi. 





esters 





Mies, 
va | 1,742 
ite | "135 
nelnding Bhopal 
Ios mis cbt) 
aber Berwaderatcn) 
Atalwa (incldg. G.-B-Nédd) 


= O23, rn! 





Tora 
inos worked by the State. 
en 
Wertom(). . . . 
2d Robllktand (incidg. te, g ink) 
‘inoldg. motre 4 0") + 





seo 

* Toms 

worked by guaranteed cos. 
ae 

{indies Peninaita ayvtain 
Bacade nd Coen oi 


"moran 
1 (Geanaremsy axp Sava) 
‘Assisted companies, 
Kite... 
ab (Deis 
= b ) 


ent Keron (0 we 
-Ralexal 








a 


2k. 
B8es5 S32= 


a 288 


Bye 


ef 
BS ota 


5 
Ef 





¥ 
g 
3 


Toran 
od by native states and 
d by other agencies, 


Ee | 
ae 
385222 


RC 
open 
auSelda 


SE 


e8ese | 
Bee. 


es 


ab 
SE. 


rs 
2 


Sse 9 


gre sue S8eBsex 
ei 
= 82 


3 Hise see 6 
ieee Sze Beaks! 


3 88) 93: 





ig HEHE 














ft 





hatchet 








Printed ond published for the Govmmccext ov Txpuh ct the Govarmanxt Caxruan Parmmo Ornice, Simla. 








The Gazette ot Endia. 








No. 14.4 SIMLA, SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 1899. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. : 








ABupriennyt do the GazeTTE OF INDIA will be Published from time to time, containing seh Oficial Papers amd 
information as the Government of India may deem {0 be of intirest to the Public, and ouch as may usefully be made 
he Legislation Council of His Hxceloncy the Governor General will in future be published im 





Non-Subscribers to the GAZETTE may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on a payment of five Rupect per anmum if 
see btn Rage wo Pa Thane at ae Wg beet. 














‘ifor separately on & payment of Rupees six por annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees ine if sont by Post- 
f Official Orders or Notications, the Publication of which in the Gazurve op INDIA is required by Lam, of which 
om customary to publish in the CALCUTTA GAZETTE, will be included in the SUPELEMEN?. er such Orders and 
the body ofthe GazerTX rust be looked fa, 





GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Weather Review of India for the Week ending at 8 am. on 
Saturday, April ist, 1899. 


The anti-cyclonic conditions of pressure and the fine weather which 
prevailed over India during last week have not held during the week under 
review. Pressure has been steadily low over Northern India, and slight depres- 
sions or storms have appeared in the north-west and porth-east, so that in 
both these regions the weather has been disturbed and thunderstorms have 
occasioned bot hail and rain. Of these storms the most severe was apparently 
that which visited Cachar on the evening of the agth. Over the central parts of 
the country and the Peninsula pressure has been more uniform and steadier than 
over Northern India, but in these localities passing thunderstorms have 
occasioned light scattered showers. The temperature has been unsteady and 
has changed considerably during the week. In the early days of the week the 
heat was very excessive over North-West India and more or less excessive in 
nearly all parts of India except the south of the Peninsula. As the week 
advanced, however, and as showers of rain and hail fell disturbing the temperature 
conditions, the distribution of temperature ‘relatively to the-normal became 
much less regular, and the variations from the normal became smaller. 


Daily Summary —Sunday, March 26th.—The barometer had generally 
changed slightly. Pressure was low over the Western desert, over the Gangetic 
Plain and over Upper Burma, while it was high over the south-west of the 
Peninsula. The winds were southerly on the Bay Coasts, easterly along the 
foot of the Himalayas and variable ‘elsewhere. At the head of the Bay the 
“wind was strong to a gale, but elsewhere the force was low. The sky was 
slightly clouded over parts of North-West and of North-East India and of the 
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Monday, March 27!h—The barometer had been steady over North 
Bombay, but had fallen elsewhere, the change having been rapid over Bengal, — 
etc, Pressure was low ovet Northern India. generally, with a small central area 
of depression over West Bengal. The'wind ditections were about the average, 
except along the foot of the Himalayas, where easterly “breezes were 
The weather had cleared over the Peninsula, but ha@-become mote ‘cloudy over 
both North-East and North-West India. Thunderstorms giving “hail and rain 
had occurred over Assam; a snowstorm was reported from Minimarg and 
showers from Baluchistan. Elsewhere the weather had been fine. The mean 
temperature had fallen to below the normal over parts of Assam and Bengal, but 
elsewhere the distribution was generally the same as that on the preceding day, 
except that the excess in the north-west was less intense. 


Tuesday, March 28th.—The barometer had fallen briskly to rapidly over the 
West Punjab, but was practically unchanged elsewhere. Pressure remained low 
over Northern India generally, and the only important change in the distribution 
was the appearance of a fredh depression over the West Punjab. The winds 
were variable between south and east over the Punjab, but elsewhere the 
directions were unaltered. At the head of the Bay the force remained strong to 
a gale. The sky was very cloudy over North-East India and part of the North- 
West Himalayas, but was clear or our so elsewhere:A little further snow had 
fallen onthe Kashmir Himalayas, light” rain at‘ Peshawat, Bijapur, Colombo 
and-in Balachistan’and Tenasserim, and’ moderate rainyin parts of North-East 
India. The rainfall in the north-east had been accompanied with cooler weather 
than usual, the mean temperature having been from 1° to 4° below the normal 
in that region, but in nearly all other ‘parts of India the heat was excessive, 
the excess being greatest and between 10° and 12° in the North Punjab, 
Wednesday, March 29th.—Pressure had given way over part.of Northe 
East India, but had risen elsewhere—more particularly in the West Punjab, 
The depression noticed in that region on the 28th had moved northward and.was 
disappearing over the North-West Himalayas. In other respects there was ‘not 
much change. The winds remained variable over the Punjab, southerly on the 
coasts of the Bay and westerly to north-westerly over Rajputana, Central India 
and the Gangetic Plain. In the north of the Bay the force was still fresh to 
strong. Slight cloud was reported over a considerable part of the country and 
showers varying in amount from one cent to one-and-a-half inch had fallen -over 
‘Assam, Kashmir, Baluchistan and at the stations of Barisal, Darjeeling, Cherat, 
Colombo, Belgaum, Bijapur and Tinnevelly. The heat was less than usual over 
Assam and North Bombay, but elsewhere the mean temperature was excessive, 
the excess averaging over 5° in the Punjab and over 6° in Chota Nagpur. 
Thursday, March zoth.—The barometer had risen’ everywhere, but more 
ticularly in the north-west and north-east. Pressure was relatively low’ in 
‘htral Burma and‘in Bihar, but the pressure differences were small. e winds: 
were northerly over North-West India, westerly down the Gangetic Valley and 
southerly on the Bay Coasts. The force remained strong at the head of the Bay. 
There was a good deal of cloud reported, and thunderstorms had occasioned 
showers’ at a few stations in Assam, the’ North-West Himalayas: and the 
Peninsula. In Assam the storms were'severe and the rain and and 
destructive. ‘The mean temperature remained lowin Assam and in North Bombay, 
“but elsewhere the heat was greater than usual, though in most «provinces 
temperature had given way since the previous day. 


Friday, March 31st.—The barometer had risen slightly in most places, and . 
act Forel ‘fairly ‘uniform, though pressure was® slightly lower'“in 
jengal, Sind, ‘the West Coast and Burma; than -elsewhete, » The winds were 
Bansal unchanged. The ‘sky was cloudy over ‘Bengal- and parts\of the 
ral Provinces and of the Peninsula. Light scattered showers i 
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Saturday, “April rst—The barometer had fallen fast over Assam and 
‘Upper Burma, but there had been no other change of importance. Thé wi 
were also unchanged. "The sky was slightly cl 


1 winds 
except’ in. the north-west, 


greater in some and less in other districts, than the 





and showers were again reported from Assam, Bengal, Tenasserim, the Central 


Provinces and the south of the Peninsula. © Tem) 


rature had begun to rise in the 







north-west, but was’ still falling elsewhere. The temperature variations were 
irrégular, but a wave of heat ‘was’ apparently entering India from the nortl 
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temperature 
remained hot throughout the week. 


Temperature—The principal feature in the temperature conditions of the 

past week has been the great excess of tem 
* centre during the first three days of the week, 
Eeaae less general and less intense, but on the whole the weather 


ature over the north-west” 
After the 28th’ the excess '6! 








The following table gives mean temperature variation data for the week: 



































Manon 1899. tea Nese 4 
Provixct, of week 
26th | arth | afth | ath | goth | gust | ast 
iid eel ae 
‘ . ° ° ° ° e ° 
Burma wee ef tte fey trsf+r4| $33 
Assam se 8 af tata | a0 #22|401| +03 
Bengal renee eo aie +30] 410 |. +23 
Orissa oe allay iag rg ]er7 | +24 
Bihar Be ea No fp 4r6l—ro) +21 
Chota Nagpur» 4515 | 45'S 442) 401 +49 
N.-W, P. and Oud! . +] +01 | +60 +03 | +08 me 
Punjab wee LB L486 4r5[4+ro| +4 
Crs EC Fs. 09 [425 | +0" 
Rajputana . . | + 10°3/ +88 +03) 420) +44 
Gujarat’ Se eB] HO7 —33 |—13 3 a 
Central India ‘ . +) #50 | +56 +rr}trg¢) +50 
+ beer | +52 +25 |+10} +35 
+ ef t5a | 455 —o2|—o9} +32 
West Coast . a “ s|era[+ro —o1 |—0'7 +06 
Bombay Deccan. . | 42:0 | 4371 sos lari] $1 
Mysore se + al tory | ora —ri|—o6 | + 
Madras Coast . . .|+03]40'3 —o1|4+o2| +07 
Madras'Decean . . — .|—0'3 | —077 —2r|—26| —or 
South India . : + |—04 | +10 +06 |—t-2 +06 
Mean for whole of India «| 436 [431 [+29 | +20) 414/407 | 402] +20 


























Oneach day of the week the mean temperature of the whole counti 
exctedéil the noraal, thie amotnt of the Sxcess' Varying from 3°62. on: tho. a6th, 
March to only o*2° on the ist April. The provincial variations show that the 
weather during the week was hotter'than usual in all petrinees except Gujarat 


and the Madras Deccan; In the case of‘Chot 


Rajputana the excess averaged over 4°. 
* ‘The following were the highest maxima recorded on each day 


2a. 


cy 5G Se agreaipalie 








3 ep 
; oa 
> oe — 
$i a 6 Hayao 
Arisa ae 


re thes oe 


V9 eh 


agpur, the 


020" at “ANola, 
Deo 
Secs 
10: n 
tobe" Chatbaasts 
1061}, Minbu. 


+44 


jab and 





_ Rain.—As previously mentioned the weather has been considerably 
disturbed ovet India than was the case last week, a ‘series of boyd ato 
thunderstorms ire! given rain and hail to the north-east districts India 
and scattered thunderstorms having given partial rain to the Peninsula, the 
Central Provinces, and some north-western stations. The thunderstorms in the 
north-east were associated with a low pressure area which first appeared over 
West Bengal and subsequently was transferred to North Bengal. This low 
ssure area was accompanied with strong southerly winds at the head of the 
ay which probably poured large quantities of vapour into Bengal and Assam. 
The scattered thunderstorms over the Peninsula were associated with a shallow 
low pressure area over the Deccan districts. The rainfall returns for the week — 
show that rain was received in Assam, mainly between the 27th and goth of 
March; in East Bengal, between the 28th and goth, and in other parts of Bengal 
between the 26th and 28th,while in the Peninsula the showers, which were in all 
cases light, were scattered throughout the week. ‘ 


The table at the close of the summary shows that the average actual rain- 
fall for the week was one-tenth of an inch or more in fourteen of the rainfall 
divisions, viz., all three Assam divisions, the East, Deltaic, Central, North and 
hills divisions of Bengal, Malabar, South-Central Madras, Coorg, the Bombay 

*Deccan, the Baluchistan hills, and South Madras, while fifteen more divisions 
received some rain during the week, though in each case the average fall was less 
than o'10 inch. The storms were most severe and the rainfall heaviest in Assam 
and North Bengal. In the case of the Assam hills the average amounted to 8*19 
inches, in the Cachar Valley to 5‘40 inches, and in the Assam Valley to 2: 57 
inches, while in North Bengal the average was 2°05 inches and in the Beles 
hills 1°80 inches. The thunderstorms in the Cachar and Sylhet districts on the 
28th and goth of March and in North Bengal on the 27th and 28th were severe 
and the rain and hail, in some places, very heavy. 


The third column of the rainfall table shows that the actual average rainfall 
was in excess of the normal in the Cachar Valley (+-2°29 inches), in the Assam 
hills (+6°60 inches), in the Assam Valley (41°09 inches), in North Bengal , 
(41°50 inches), in the Bengal hills (+0'94 inch), in, Malabar (-fo'g2 oe 
in the Bombay Deccan (+ 0°16 inch), in Berar (+ o'o2 inch), and in the 
south of the East Coast (+-0'03 inch), but that in all the remaining divisions the 
fall was short of the normal. In most cases the deficiencies were small and 
unimportant, but in East Bengal and parts of the Punjab the differences were 
moderate. 


The principal totals at individual stations forthe week under review were 
as follows : 











East Bengal * « Barisal. . x . . + 1°94 inches, 
Assam +.» «+ South Sythet . eh Aye es yg ae 
Rarklla! gr “4 eo amos ce ‘ 
Cherrapoonjee. . . + . 4282 "y 
Sadiya . 28) Sieh gees 
Bengal .  . .. Faridpur ae Sim oe Eee as tla 
Atipar r+ OSB 
Darjeeling . . . 219» 
Malabar. > « Trichur . . . . + 220 
Mavandram oo jy og rg Vos anh 
Deccan . . . Chikode . . . . . + 62 » 
Badsed Ob ee ead 


The threetconcluding columns of the table show some improvement in the 
condition of the season rainfall in Assam and Bengal as well as in the 
districts, but over the greater part of the country the total fall of rain from 
February a6th to the 1st of April is still very’ haigey short of the normal 
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* Weekly Report on tho state of the Season and Prospects of 
the Crops, 


Madras.—For week ending rst April. few scattered aieneretal inate 
of the Circars and the Deccan, but more rain fell in the Southern districts and on 
the West Coast. The water-supply is normal for the season, Some sowings 
under irrigation continue. The standing crops are in good condition, The 
harvest continues in parts, yielding almost a normal outturn, Pasture has dried | 
up, but fodder is sufficient. Cattle are in normal condition. Prices are almost 
stationary. 

Bombay.—For week ending 5th April.—Slight rain fell in parts of the 
Deccan and the Karnatak and in one taluka of Ratnagiri during the week. 
Reaping of late crops is progressing in eleven and preparations for next season 
in fifteen districts. Cotton-picking continves in parts of Guzerat and the 
Karnatak. Fodder is sufficient, except in parts of Karachi. Agricultural stock 
is healthy. Prices have risen in one and fallen in seven districts; elsewhere 
they are stationary. 


Bengal.—For week ending grd April—There was rain during the week 
. ip all the districts of Bengal Proper, except those of the Burdwan division ; 
while showers are also reported from the Patna, Champaran, Muzaffarpur, and 
Balasore districts, The rain has been very beneficial, but in parts of the 
Burdwan division and in the 24-Parganas district more is wanted for ploughing 
and early sowings and also for spring rice and other crops now in the 
ground. In Orissa the spring rice is coming into ear. The harvesting and 
threshing of the spring crops are still proceeding and sugarcane is being planted 
out in the Bhagalpur and Chota Nagpur divisions: The prospects of the 
mahué (Bassia latifolia) crop, which is being gathered, are favourable, The 
4fodder-supply is sufficient, except in places in Midnapore and the Sonthal 

* Parganas. Prices continue almost stationary. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 5th April— 
Seasonable weather prevailed during the week. Harvesting and threshing of 
spring crops continue, Sowing and irrigation of extra crops and planting of 
sugarcane are also in progress. Extraction of opium has been completed in 
some places and continues in others, Prospects are favourable. Markets are 
well-stocked; supplies and fodder are sufficient; and prices are stationary to 
falling. 

Punjab.—For week ending 5th April.—There was slight rain in parts of 
the Rawalpindi district only, Harvesting of spring crops has commenced. 
Sowings of eatra spring crops and of certain autumn crops continue. The condi- 
tion and prospects of the standing spring crops are ayerage on irrigated and 
below average or poor on unirrigated areas. The yield is also expected to be 
below average generally. The poppy crop is poor in Lahore. Water is said t to 
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‘be deficient in Hissar. The standing crops are being damaged by 
"parts of the Ferozepore and Multan districts. Cattle are in fair condition in all. 
districts, except Delhi, Fodder is scarce in Delhi, Umballa, Lahore, Shahpur 
and Dera Ismail Khan, and sufficient elsewhere. Prices, especially of wheat, are 
falling generally ; they aré unchanged only in the Umballa and Multan districts. , 

* Wheat is selling from 16} to 21, gram 20 to 93, barley 32, bulrush-millet 19 ite 
© 24}, maize 28 to 38, great millet 20, and rice 1g to 14 seers per rupee. 


Central Provinces—For weet ending 4th April:—The weather is hot 
and occasionally cloudy. Thunderstorms have given light rain in thirteen 
districts, The reaping of spring crops is almost completed and threshing is in 
progress. The planting of sugarcane ‘continues in Bhandara and Sambalpur. 
There is still a little demand for labour in parts of Damoh, and village relief has. 
been extended somewhat in the Kurai tahsil of Saugor. The water-supply is 
becoming scanty in some villages of the Mandla, Betul, Wardha,’ and Chindwara 
districts, Fodder is reported insufficient in parts of Seoni, Nagpur, and Sam- 
balpur. The price of wheat, gram, rice, and juar has fallen in some districts and 
there is a slight rise in other districts, but the general range of prices is low, 
The cheapest prices are—wheat 21, gram g2, rice 22, and juar 29 seers per rupee. 
The dearest prices are—wheat 12}, gram 18, rice 10, and juary 21 séers per 
Tupee. 


Burma.—For week ending 1st April—tn Upper Burma plucking of 
cotton is being completed in Thayetmyo and reaping of miscellaneous crops is 
progressing favourably everywhere. Dry weather paddy and other standing crops 
are in healthy condition. The price of paddy has risen in Pegu and fallen slightly 
in Thongwa, Amherst, PakOkku, ‘and Myingyan ; no changes elsewhere. 


Assam.—For week ending 4th April—A violent hurricane with heavy hail 
is reported from Cachar on the agth March and heavy rain from Sylhet. Rain 
in most districts has facilitated cultivation. The hailstorm caused some damage 
to tea in South Sylhet and to tea, vegetables, and fruits in Lakhimpur. Ploughing 
for and sowing of early and late broadcast rice continue. Gathering of pulses 
is finished and the outturn is good. Plucking of tea is in progress. Prospects 
are good. Pressing of sugarcane is nearly finished and the outturn is generally 
good. Ploughing for and sowing of jute continue in Goalpara and Sylhet. * 
Water is insufficient in parts of Nowgong. Prices of common rice—Sylhet 
19; Silchar, Dhubri, Gauhati, Tezpur, and Nowgong 16; Sibsagar 12; and 
Dibrugarh 14 seers per rupee, 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 5th April—Mysore : Slight rain 
fell in parts of the Kolar district, The standing crops are in good condition. 
Prices have slightly risen in Kadur and fallen in Kolar and Chitaldroog districts. 
Ragi (Eleusine coracana) has been harvested in parts of the Mysore district, 


CoorG: Rainfall 77 cents. Seasonable rain for coffee blossom has fallen 
generally. Prices of food-grains are stationary. Water and fodder for cattle are 
sufficient. 


Berar and Hyderabad.—/or week ending sth April—BERAR: The 
weather is warm and cloudy. Breaking up of land for the ensuing monsoon crop 
is in progress. Fodder is insufficient in parts of two districts, Scarcity of water 
Prevails in parts of the Province. Prices are almost steady. 
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‘is. still progressing, ‘standing 
Prices of grain continue to fall, Prices—wheat 93, coarse rice 10}, aes 
‘24 seers per current sicca rupee. i ae 

* Central India.—For week dhding gth April.—No rain fell in Cate. 
India during the week. “Agricultural operations are nearly completed | 
Bhopawar and are in progress elsewhere. The crops are in fairly good condition. | 
Agricultural stock'and pasturage are in, good condition. Prices continue: above 
normal in Bundelkhand. and normal in other Agencies. The condition of the 
opium crop is fair in Malwa and good in Gwaliot and Bhopal. ‘The collection 

of opium is finished in Bhopawar. 5 


Rajputana.—For week ending 5th April—Agricultural operations are 
progressing satisfactorily, except in Merwara and the hilly tract of Kherwara 
in Meywar territory. The state of the crops is generally good, except in 
Ajmere-Merwara, where it is fair. The harvesting of crops continues; the 
Gverage estimated spring outturn in Ajmere is 11} annas and in Merwara 6 annas. 
Cattle are in poor condition in Marwar, Haraoti, and Ajmere; ¢lsewhere they 
are in good condition, A scarcity of fodder prevails in the States reported last 
week, Prices are rising in Jhallawar; falling in Meywar; and are steady else- 
where. Thirty-two persons emigrated during the week from the distressed 
Merwara villages. The total emigration from Merwara up to date numbers 4,335. 
The numbers employed on relief works were—355 in Ajmere, 4,220 in Merwara, 
and 969 in erates Prices—Ajmere 19}, Beawar 21, and Marwar 15 seers per 








Kashmir.—/or week ending 4th April.—The weather is fine, Prices 
continue below normal. Rice—27 seers per rupee. 


Jammu PROVINCE.—For week ending 5th April—Slight ‘rain fell during 
the week. Pricesare falling slightly. Wheat is selling at 18 and maize at 25 
seers per rupee. The condition of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is scarce} 


Nepal.—For week ending 1st April—Rainfall 0:24 inch. Weather hazy, 
and windy. The wheat-crop is doing well, Rice—g seers per rupee. 


T, W. HOLDERNESS, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, 


Weather Review of India for the Week ending at 8 am. on. 
Saturday, April 8th, 1899. aa, 


The general conditions of the weather have been the same as those 
reported last week. Pressure has been steadily low over Northern India and slight 
shallow depressichs have, from time to time, appeared in the north-west and the 
north-east. Over the Peninsula on the contrary pressure has been uniform and 
relatively high. Dust and thunder storms have been frequent and widely ex- 
tended in Northern India and scattered occasional showers have been experienced 
over the central districts of India and parts of the Peninsula, The storms were 
most general and extensive in the north-west on the 6th and in the north-easton 
the 7th, but in neither region were the storms so severe or the rain and hail so heavy 
as those which were experienived in the Surma Valley last week. The mean tem- 

erature of the whole country was about normal on the first three days, but was 
Eigher than usual during the remainder of the week. 

Daily Summary.—Sunday, April 2nd.—Pressure had changed irregularly 
and generally slightly. The barometer read low over Northern India and two 
shallow depressions were shown,—one over Sind, the other over Assam. Over 
the Peninsula and the Central Provinces pressure was uniform and_ relatively 
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high, The winds were between north-west and south-west over Northern India * 


and variable over the Peninsula. Thesforce was generally light to moderate. 
The weather was feebly unsettled, cloudy and showery over the north-east districts 
of India, the Central Provinces and the south of the Peninsula. The falls of 
rain and hail were generally very light, but in the south of the Peninsula falls 
‘of between 1 inch and 2{ inches were recorded. The heat was less than usual over 
the Peninsula, the central districts of init and the centre of the North-West 
Provinces, but both in North-West and North-East India the mean temperature 
was higher than usual. The following variations from the normal explain the dis- 
_ tribution :—Jacobabad + 64°, Saugor — g°5° and Bogrd -++6'4° i 
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“ easterly winds in Northem India and the southerly wind at the head of the 





Monday, April 3rd.—The barometer Continued to change if small or 
slight amounts and’ pressure remained low in Northern India with shallow depres= 
sions in the north-west and north-east. Pressure remained fairly uniform over 
the Peninsula and Central Provinces. The wind directions were fairly normal. 
At Saugor Island, as is usual at this season, the southerly wind was strengthening. 
‘The weather was clear or nearly so of cloud almost everywhere and the rainfall had 
diminished, only a few light scattered showers being reported. The mean 
temperature remained high for the time of year over North-West India and 
Upper Burma, but elsewhere the weather was cooler than usual. At Hoshang- 
abad the variation from the normal was—6'2", at Ranchi—7"4°, at | Sifchar—5-g°, 
and at Mooltan and Sialkot each-+7'4”. 


Tuesday, April gih—The barometer had fallen briskly to rapidly over North« 
West India and the Gangetic Plain and depressions were shown,—one over Up 
Sind, the other over Oudh, in both of which regions the pressure was cnetee 
ably below the normal. In the Assam Vailey the barometer had risen and a 
high pressure area was appearing; elsewhere the changes were unimportant. 
The wind directions were generally little changed, but the southerly wind at the 
head of the Bay coonceeee increase in strength. There had been a little 
rain in Assam, and light to moderate showers over the south of the Peninsula, 
but elsewhere the weather was fine. The mean temperature had generally risen. 
The heat was greater than usual over North-West India and over Burma, but was 
low for the time of year elsewhere. The following variations from the normal 
explain the distribution: Mooltan + 9'2°, Khandwa —4’9°, Coimbatore — 5'5°, 
and Toungoo +4'4. 


Wednesday, April 5th —The small depression which lay over Upper Sind 
‘on the 4th had moved eastward to the neighbourhood of Bickaneer, while that 
over Oudh had more ‘or less filled up. Pressure was highest in the Upper 
Assam Valley. The wind had become north-easterly over the Punjab and 
easterly along the foot of the hills, but elsewhere there had been no important 
change and the southerly winds at the head of the Bay still blew strongly. A 
few light showers were reported from the Punjab, the North-West Himalayas, and 
parts of the Peninsula, but in Assam the rain had ceased. The weather was 
cool over the south of the Peninsula, Assam, and the greater part of Burma, 
Wut was hotter than usual elsewhere. Over the Western desert the excess was 
between 8° and 10°. 


Thursday, April 6th.—The barometer had risen over the Punjab and 
‘adjacent parts of the North-West Provinces and of Rajputana, ‘as well as over 
the Assam Valley, and had generally fallen elsewhere. Pressure was lowest 
dver West Bengal and the east of the North-West Provinces, and was highest 
in Upper Assam, but a slight high pressure area had appeared over the Punjab. 
The winds were southerly on the Bay Coasts, easterly along the foot of the 
hills in Bengal and the North-West Provinces, and more or less. variable 
elsewhere. The force was strong and the wind gusty in Northern India and at 
the head of the Bay. Duststorms and thunderstorms had occasioned rain over 
North-West India, North Bengal, and the Assam Valley; but elsewhere the 
weather was fine, The rainfall amounts were, however, small and only 
exceeded half-an-inch at one. station, Chakrata, The mean temperature was 
almost everywhere higher than usual, the greatest excess (between 4° and 6°) lying 
within a band stretching from Sind eastward to Chota Nagpur. 


_ Friday, April 7th—The barometer had risen briskly over the Gangetic 
, Bengal, and Lower Burma, anda well-marked high pressure area was 
developing in the extreme north-east. At the same time pressure was givil 
‘at over the Western desert and a shallow depression had appeared over Si 
and Rajputana. A very shallow depression was also shown over the east of the 
Central sible Tee ae meee southerly on the coasts of the Bay 
was south-easterly easterly over | and up the north side of 
Plain as far as the Punjab, while Fe as the directions were oo 
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were strong and gusty. ‘The weather was very unsettled with duststorms, 
thunderstorms and rain in the north-east and slightly unsettled with thunder- 
showers in the Kumaun Himalayas, but elsewhere fine quiet weather prevailed. 


© The heat was less than usual along the foot of the Himalayas from Sibsagar 


to Umballa, but elsewhere the mean temperature was higher than usual. 


Saturday, April th.—The barometer had risen except at one or two west 
coast stations. The rise had been slight over the Western desert and rapid over 
the Punjab, so that the depression over the Western desert had concentrated and 
became better marked. Pressure remained highest in Burmaand Assam. A well- 
marked cyclonic circulation of the winds prevailed over North-West India, but 
elsewhere the directions were similar to those reported on the 7th. The. force 
remained strong at the head of the Bay and was strong to a gale in North- 
West India. Thunder and dust storms had occasioned rain over parts of North- 
West India, of North-East India, and of the south of the Peninsula. My- 
mensingh had received nearly 4 inches. The mean temperature had changed 
irregularly. It remained low for the time of year over parts of Burma and Assam, 
as well as over Bengal and the North Gangetic Plain. Elsewhere the heat was 
excessive. 


Temperature.—The mean temperature during the week under review has 
been ateadily higher than usual over North-West India, the excess in some places 
and on some days having been large. On the other hand, it has been steadily 
lower than usual over the west and south of the Peninsula, but elsewhere the 
temperature has been unsteady and has changed from day to day. 


The following table gives the mean temperature vatiation data for the week : 
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Burma ots ee oe +10 +20 +r 
ook fee 1 —22 079 

s|4ar +02 +13 +0" 
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[427 "4 —10 +04 
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Gujarat ww. tag | tog | 44°53 +30 +29 
Central India. | Jo | at | +10 +r +09 
Central Provinces © ofan [ag [as +28 FOr 
Berar Mw bon Surabbeg | papa 432 +07 
West Coast . 5 . .|—ra jr |—o7 +05 or 
Bombay Deccan . “ «|g | 24 | tO +09 —or 
Mysore.» + «ea |—2-7 |—31 +01 —a 
Madras Coast =. - «| —o'5 | +0°5 |—0'2 +03 +05, 
Madras . 03 +17 +O4 
South India , 29 —o'2 =19 
Mean for whole of India. +07 ]420]409 45 )te7| ter 























¥ He ’ iors 
For the first three days the mean temperature of whole cc 
about normal, but on the 5th a rise set in and from that day to the close of 
week the heat was excessive. In consequence the mean temperature of 
whole country for the week was excessive. 


The provincial variations show that the heat during the week was less than 
usual in South Indiaand Mysore, about normal in Assam, Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, 
the Central Provinces, Berar, the West Coast, the Bombay Deccan, the Madras 
Coast and the Madras Deccan, and higher than usual elsewhere. The greatest 


excess was in the Punjab, Sind and Rajputana. 


The following were the highest maxima recorded on each day : 
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» Sd we ye tO 4, Mandalay, 
» 4th wet ow oy hy = HH09G® 5. JaCObSBALS 
» sth ah ie > i SRE tk ieee Do. 

» Oh. . ws toz8* 4, Ahmedabad, 
er qth see Sag = jsotigt jy Chatheess, 
» 8th + 8 wn at (t0'9P 4 Jacobabad., 


Rainfall—As mentioned above, the week under review has been one of 
widely extended unsettled weather. There has been no large or serious storm, 
but the pressure differences have been moderate, and dust and thunder storms 
have been widespread and have occasioned rain over avery large part of the 
country. These storms were most general in Bengal on the 7th gnd 8th of 
April; in Assam on the 6th, 7th and 8th ; in the North-West Provinces onthe sth 
and 6th ; in the Punjab on the 6th, 7th and 8th; in the south of the Peninsula 
on the and, 3rd and 4th; in the Central Provinces on the 2nd ; and in Madras on 
the 2nd and 3rd. « The above shows that rain fell in some part of the country 
on all days of the week, but while the falls were moderately heavy in North- 
Eastern, North-Western and South-Western India, they were very light and 
scattered in other parts of the country. 


The rainfall table at the close of the summary shows that rain averaging 
one-tenth of an inch or more has been received.during the week in no less than 
seventeen of the rainfall divisions, v¢2., in the Surma, Hills and Brahma- 
putra divisions of Assam, East, Central and North Bengal, the hills and west 
submontane divisions of the North-West Provinces, the south-east and hills divi- 
sions of the Punjab, Malabar, South-Central Madras, Coorg, Mysore, the Bombay 
Decean, the south of the East Coast and South Madras. ‘hin these seventeen 
divisions the average actual rainfall ranges from 2°24 inches in the Assam Valley, 
1°67 inches in Coorg, 1°38 inches in South-Central Madras, and 1°08 inches in the 
Assam Hills to o*11 inch in the South-East Punjab and ov10 inch in the 
Bombay Deccan. In addition to the above mentioned seventeen divisions, no less 
than twenty-two more divisions received rain, though the average fall per division 
was less ‘ban one-tenth of an inch. Still that thirty-nine divisions received rain 
during the week shows the very large area of country affected by the unsettled 
weather. The third column of the table shows that the average actual rainfall was. 
heavier than the average normal in the case of seventeen divisions, v#3., the Assam 
eer. East, Central and North divisions of Bengal, North Bihar, the Hills 
and the West and West submontane divisions of the North-West Provinces, the — 
South-East Punjab, the Punjab. Hills, Malabar, South-Central Madras, Coorg, 
Mysore, the Konkan, the south of the East Coast and South Madras. 
the week's rainfall was short of the average, the deficiency being large in / 
‘Surma, but generally unimportant in the other divisions. 
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The three concluding columns of the table give the state of 
the period 26th February to the 8th of April, and show that in general the actual 
rainfall is much behind the normal. In the case of the Hill and Brahmaputra 
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the rainfall for 


divisions of Assam, North Bengal, Malabar, South-Central Madras, 


Mysore, tl 


but practically in all the remaining divisions it has been short, and in some parts 
lorth-West India—more particularly on the hills—this deficiency has been 
considerable. 





Konkan and Sind the rainfall has been heavier than usu: 
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cae state of the Season and Prospects of 
the Crops. 


Madras —For week ending 8th April,—Light showers fell in parts of the 
Circars and Bellary, and heavy rain in parts of the Central, West Coast, and Ce 
Southern districts. The water-supply is becoming exhausted, but is almost | 
normal for the season. Some sowings under irrigation are in progress. The 
standing crops are generally in good condition, but are suffering from exhaustion 
of the water-supply in parts. The harvest continues to yield a normal outturn, » 
Pasture has dried up, but fodder is sufficient. The condition of cattle is normal, 
Prices are almost stationary. 





Bombay.—For week ending 12th April.—Slight rain fell in parts of six 
districts. Harvesting of late crops is progressing in twelve and preparations for 
next season in eighteen districts. Cotton-picking continues in parts of Guzerat 
and Karnatak. Fodder is sufficient, except in parts of Sind. Agricultural stock 
is healthy. Prices have risen in seven and fallen in two districts; elsewhere 
they are stationary. a 





Bengal.—For weet ending roth April —There was rain during the week 
in almost all parts of Bengal Proper and in places in North Bihar and in the 
Balasore and Hazaribagh districts. Ploughing is proceeding rapidly and the 
sowing of autumn rice and jute is going on in parts. The planting of sugarcane’ 
is also in progress. Spring rice is doing well, though some more rain is still | 
required in the Burdwan and Presidency divisions. The spring crops are still being 
harvested in places. A good crop of malua (Bassia latifolia) is being gathered “@ 
in the Bhagalpur and Chota Nagpore divisions. The fodder-supply is every 
where sufficient, except at Midnapore. Prices continue practically stationary. * 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending rath April— 
The weather was generally unsettled during the week and rain has fallen in 
several districts. Harvesting of the spring crops is nearly over and threshing i 
and winnowing are in active progress. Extra crops and sugarcane are’ being 
sown, planted and irrigated. Opium weighments have commenced. Prospects “ 
are favourable and supplies and fodder are sufficient. Prices show a tendency #0 
to rise in afew districts, but are generally stationary to falling. 


Punjab.—For week ending rath April—Rain has fallen in all districts: 
except Delhi, Jullundur, Shahpur, and Peshawar. Harvesting of spring and * 
sowings of extra spring and autumn crops continue, The condition and pros- 
pects of the standing irrigated crops are average and of unirrigated crops below 
average or poor, The yield is generally expected to bé below average. Cattle 
are in fair cotidition, except in Delhi and parts of Dera’ Ismail Khan, Fodder 
is scarce in’ Delhi, Umballa, Lahore, Shahpur, Dera Ismail Khan, and parts of 
Hissar, and sufficient elsewhere. Prices, especially of wheat, aré rising in Sialkot, — 
Peshawar, and Dera. Ismail Khan; fallingjin Hissar, Jullundur, and’ races. 














ag}, barley 32, bulrush-millet 19 to 29, 
“1g to 14 seers per rupee, i ph eae 
. 
Central Provinces—or week ending rath April.—The weather is hot 
and occasionally cloudy, and high winds prevail almost everywhere. Slight 
showers of rain fell in eight districts, The threshing of spring crops is 
approaching completion and the planting of sugarcane continues in Bhandara and. 
Sambalpur. In Saugor labourers find occupation in gathering mahua (Bassia 
‘latifolia) and other minor products from Government forests, In parts of 
Damoh also the forests have been thrown open to the poorer classes and village 
_reliefis being organised in the northern half of that district. ‘The: water-supply 
is becoming scanty in some villages of the Mandla, Betul, Wardha, and Chhind- 
wara districts, Fodder is reported insufficient in parts of Seoni) Wardha, 
Nagpur, and Sambalpur. The price of wheat, gram, rice, and juarhas fallen in 
some districts, and has slightly risen in others. A tendency to rise is shown mainly 
in the Jubbulpore division, but both there and elsewhere prices are below normal, 
the cheapest being—wheat a1, gram 35, rice 22, and juar 29-seers per rupee ; the 
dearest prices are—wheat 12, gram 18, rice to, and juar 19 seers per rupee. 







































Burma.—For week ending Sth April—In Upper Burma sowing and 
transplanting of dry weather paddy are not yet completed in some districts. 
‘The crop promises well, except in Mandalay, where prospects are poor and in a 
few villages of the Ruby Mines district in which more water is needed, Wheat 
is being harvested in Sagaing and reaping of miscellaneous crops is progressing 
generally in Myitkyina and the Ruby Mines district. Land is being cleared for 
cultivation of hill side paddy. The price of paddy has fallen slightly in Ran- 
goon, Pegu, and Pakékku, and has risen in Amherst. 


Assam.—For week ending 11th April—Rain in most districts has. facili- 
tated cultivation. Ploughing for and sowing of early and late broadcast rice 
continue. Transplanted early rice is somewhat damaged by riseof water in 
Sunamganj. Plucking of tea is in progress and prospects ate generally good, 
except in Cachar, where red spider and blight prevail. Pressing of sugarcane is 
nearly finished ; the outturn is poor in Sylhet, elsewhere it is generally good. 
_ Ploughing for and sowing of jute continue in Goalpara and Sylhet. Prices— 
~commonrice—Sylhet 19; Silchar, Dhubri, Gauhati, and Nowgong 16; Tezpur 
15; Sibsagar 10 ; and Dibrugarh 14 seers per rupee. 

Mysore and Coorg.—/or week ending 12th April—Mysore: Rainfall 
53 cents in the Civil and Military station and slight rain in parts of the Province: 
- The standing crops are in good condition, Prices have slightly fallen in Banga 
lore, Hassan, and Shimoga ; and have risen in Kolar, Kadur, and Mysore, 


© CoorG: Rainfall 17 cents. Coffee has blossomed. Prices of food-grains 
are ipiationary. Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. t 
Berar and Hyderabad.—For week ending 12th April—BERAR: The 
weather is warm afd occasionally cloudy. Preparation of land for the ensuing 
rain crop continues, Scarcity of fodder and water prevails in parts of the 
Province. Prices are fluctuating. ae 
Ba perme Sere AER RERMRIAR Die NT ent ee ee 
Notzi—In the Assam report forthe week ending 4th April deleie the words "and heavy rain rom Sylhet” 
















é ‘The spring harvest is progressing 

crop is in fairly good condition, Prices of gram 

continue steady. Prices—wheat 9}, coarsz rice 10}, and jowari 24 seers per 
‘current sicca rupee. = 


Central India.—For weet endiag rath April—No rain daring the 
week. Agricultural operations are in progress throughout Central India. The 
standing cropsare in fairly good condition, Prices continue abovélnormal in 
Bundelkhand, The condition of the opium crop is fair in Malwa and good in 
Gwalior and Bhopal. 






Rajputana.—For week ending rath April.—Agricultural operations are 
progressing satisfactorily, except in Merwara. The state of the crops is gen- 
erally good, except in Ajmere-Merwara, where it is fair. The harvesting of crops 
is almost completed. Cattle are in poor condition in Mawar, Haraoti, and” 
« Ajmere; elsewhere they are in good condition. odder scarcity prevails in 
States reported last week. Prices are falling in two States and are steady ~ 
elsewhere. Twenty persons emigrated from Ajmere and seven from Merwara 
during the week. The total emigration from Merwara up to date numbers — 
4.342. The numbers employed on relief works were—440 in Ajmere, 3 262 in © 
Merwara, and 970 in Marwar. Prices—Ajmere 20}, Beawar 22, and Marwar 

45 seers per rupee, The water-supply threatens to fail in Kherwata and te« 

df goedial operations have been started. oO See 

Kashmir.—for week ending sith Aprili—Rain {ell during the week, 

‘The prospects of the spring crops are excellent. Prices continue below normal, 
Rice—27 seers per rupee. 


JAMMU PROVINCE.—For week ending seth April.—Slight rain fell during 
the week. Prices are stationary. Wheat is selling at 18 and maize 25 seers 
per rupee. The condition of the standing crops is fair, Fodder is scarce. 


Nepal.—For week ending 8th April.—Rainfall 0°34 inch. The weather is 
cold, windy, and stormy. Crop prospects are good, The price of rice is 9} seers 
per rupee. 


T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 



















“DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGR 
SR. 
No, 11—=124-2. ; f di 


Extract jrom the Proceedings of the Government of Iadia, Department of 
Reviliue and Agricuiture (Civil Veterinary Administration);—dated 
Simla, the 7th April, 1899. Bh rae 










Read— : Pegi 
The Annual Report of the Civil Veterinary Department in Tudia for the official 
year 1897-08.” Rares 


RESOLUTION, . 





The Report of the Civil Veterinary Department for the year 1897-98 
shows satisfactory progress in all directions. The results of the famine in the 
shape of high prices and scarcity of fodder continued to affect the operations of 
the Department and added in ne small degree to the anxieties of the Inspector 
General aiid his officers, ‘The niiiiber “of Government '#tallions “employed ‘was 
somewhat smaller than in the previous-year. The average number of mares 
covered per Government stallion employed in the three most important bates Hl 
centres—the North-Western Provinces, North Punjab and South Punjab—f 
from 52 to 49. The Government of India,» however, agree with the Inspectat 
General that, considering the suffermgs of these Provinces trom scarcity, and the 
strain on the rescurces of the Punjab caused by the frontier campaigns, it is 
satisfactory that the decrease was not more marked. The increase in the corre 
sponding figures for Baluchistan, which is one of the best breeding-grounds, is 
very satisfactory. 

y As in the previous year the high cost_of feed and keep of Government 

* stallions was unavoidable. The Inspector General exercised the closest personal 
supervision over expenditure under this head in all the Provincial departments 
under his charge, and the Government of India are satisfied that the utmost 
possible economy was observed. 

The condition of the Boribay market for Arab stallions during the year was 

i most unsatisfactery. In. 1896-97 only half the usual number of horses was 

* landed, but in the ‘year under review, owing to previous losses sustained by 

dealers and fear of plague, only 1,500 horses were landed against a vearly avera 

‘\ under normal conditions of 5,000, Under circumstances so unfavourable, it is 

4 creditable to Veterinary Colonel Queripel that he obtained the requisite number 

t of Arab stallions of high class. 
The suggestions for remedying existing defects in the accommodation 

provided for stallions on board hired transports have been referred to a Com- 

mittee appointed to consider the matter. _ 

2. The removal of the Punjab Stallion Depét at Babugarh to a site near 

cantonment of Abbottabad has now been practically approved, and 

the plans and estimates for the new buildings are at present under the consider-. 

ation of the Government of India. The location of the stables on the new 

asite should have the best results, as regards the acclimatization and treatment. 

of horses, and is likely to act as a stimulus to horse-breading in the Punjab 

generally. 

3: Steps have been taken to carry into effect the proposal of the Inspec: 
General that the attention of (Oficers Garhuaeina Buti Cavalry Regime: 
mounted on country-breds should be specially directed to the workin; of tl : 
horses whose pedigrees are known, for the purpose of comparing the 
capabilities of horses got by the different classes of sires, PP aabel 

fp 4. There was a reduction, for the most part due to the’ destruction 
_ donkeys who were no longer fit for breeding, in the number 
‘stallions employed as compared with the figure for the prec 
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which undoubtedly caused a serious drain on the pony-mare supply, and of 






was a falling off in the percentage of mares covered dome 
” These reductions were due to the peculiar anece of 
ear, considering which the results shown are satisfactory. In addition to 
‘scarcity there was the demand for transport for the late frontier expeditions, 


which the effect is likely to be seen toa still greater extent in the figures 
for 1898- To meet the demand for donkey stallions which exceeds the 
supply, the purchase of 25 additional jacks per annum for the next three years 
has recently been sanctioned. * 





_ advantage has been taken of the concession granted a few years ago of allow- 
ing unbranded mares tobe covered on certificates granted by District 
‘Oblcers. The Government of India, however, agree that thereisno harm 
‘ine giving the system a further trial except in the Bombay Presidency 
sea where no reasons for its continuance exist. There was a slight 


ling off in the total number of mares covered, but considering the . 


various unfavourable conditions of the year the results are not unsatis- 
factory. 

6. Though the season was less unfavourable to horse fairs and shows than 
the preceding year, owing to the plague and other causes a certain number 
could not be held, whilst in other cases the attendance was below the average. 
‘There was a falling off in the number of purchases made by the Army Remount 
Department, but the class of animals obtained was. well up to the average of 
former years, Gn the other hand, the purchases made by the Native Cavalry 
exceeded by 04 the figure for the preceding year. It is satisfactory that the 
award of silver medals to owners of the best collections of brood mares and 
young stock is so much appreciated and continues to excite keen competition. 

7. The Instruction Farms continue to fulfil a useful. purpose. It was 
thought advisable during the year to sell the pony and donkey mares attached 
tothe two Farms and gradually to increase the stock of big mares. The 
changes will have the advantage, amongst others, of enabling experiments to 
be carried out as to the value of the different crosses. 

8. Avconsiderable advance was made diving the year towards completing the 
equipment of the bacteriological laboratory at Muktesar and placing the staff on 
a thoroughly satisfactory footing. As the result of an informal conference held 
at Simla which was attended by Veterinary-Colonel Queripel and Dr. Lingard, 
a Veterinary Officer has been posted as Assistant to the Imperial Bacteriologist 
to attend to the practical work outside the laboratory, as well as 10 assist in the 
laboratory itself. A trained German head laboratory assistant has been attach- 
ed to the laboratory, and most of the buildings and appliances required have 
been provided. Government have unfortunately been deprived temporarily of 
Dr. Lingard’s services owing to his being obliged to take sick leave, but Captain 
Leonard Rogers, .M.S., has been appointed to carry on his work, and a number 
of important’ experiments ave in progress in connection ‘with rinderpest, whilst 
the manufacture of mallein and other reagents is being carried on, It isa 
“source of satisfaction to Government that the laboratory is at length in working 

order and the various objects of the institution are being actively pursued. 


Operations under the Glanders and Farcy Act have been extended during 


the year. In particular the Act was amended in order to meet the paucity 
‘of qualified Veterinary Practitioners in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh 





utilizing with the express permission of the military authorities the services _ 
iS % 9h y 


‘of Veterinary Officers of the Army Veterinary Department in cases of ur; 

necessity. “Rules have been framed for the working of the Act in the Hyderabad 
Assigned Disticts, and the difficulty caused by the absence of any quafited 
Veterinary Practitioner has been met by the appointment as_ Veterinary 
‘Surgeon ‘under section 7 of the Act of the Superintendent, Civil Veterinary 
‘Department, or, inhis absence, of the Senior Veterinary Assistant. Glanders was 


yas elie ‘most of the Provinces, but not to any serious extent except in — 


erty Further information has been — collected. _surra disease 
Which shows how widespread this fatal malady is. So far inquiries have been 
confined to the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces, and investigations 
should be directed to ascertaining whether the disease .affects animals else~ 
\ r ian Peninsula and, if so, to what extent It 


be aioe 


§ The increase inthe number of branded mares is satisfactory. Little | 
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Extract from the Proceedings of "i India in the Home Depart- 
6 ment (Geclesiastical), under date Sinla, the 20th April, 1899. 


¥ ihe 
The Resolittion of the Government of Indiain the Hofze Department, Nos. 
h sri sammie is rhage at the Chucch of rages iB 
RESOLUTION. * % 
The Governor General in Council is pleased to prescribe the followi 
to late the use of churches consecrated for the service of she Charen 
"of England for the services of other denominations in supersession of the 
‘contained in'the Resolution of the Government of India read in the preamble : 
(1) A Church See es Government and consecrated for the services 
of the Church of England may be used for the services of Presby- 
terians and Wesleyans. aes Je 
(2) The use of the Church shall be permissible both to Scotch Chaplains 
on the regular establishment and to Presbyterian and Wesleyan 
Ministers officiating with troops. 
() It shall be necessary to obtain the consent of the Bishop of the 
Diocese in each case. es 
(4) The Bishop, or the Church of England Chaplain, or Clergyman of 
the Church of England performing the duties of Chaplain, shall, 
under the Bishop’s instructions fix the hours at which the Church 
shall be made available to the Presbyterian, or Wesleyan congre- 


tions. 

(3) “Tha eaelet tie ainaetirantt Church furniture and the expenditure 
and control of the Church establishment shall remain exclus 
in the hands of the Chaplain - or wd Bi of the Church o 
England performing the duties of Chaplain. 

(6) The Bishop of the Diocese may withdraw his assent to use the Church 
for the worship of any congregation other than that of the Church 
of England whenever he shall think fit, © 

(7) If in any’case dissatisfaction is felt with any order passed under these 
tules either as to the use of a Church by a congregation not belong- 
ing to the Church of England or as to the hour at which it is made 
available for the use of such congregation, the Senior Chap 
of the Church of Scotland or the General Superintendent of the — 
Wesleyan Church, as the case may be, may bring the matter 
before the Lieutenant-General of the Command, through the Gi 
Officer Commanding the District ; and the Lieutenant-General 2 
then, if he considers this necessary, communicate me Should “f 


in order, if possible, to ‘the matter with him, 
the, Setiar Chaplain. of Bal ee or the 
intendent of ie Wesleyan as the case be, be 
dlssitiatiad saith Sheep cangerent sanie eetween toe en eee 
General of the Command and the Bishop, he shall be at liberty to * 
General may be referred 


at ee - ‘that the matt 
final decision to the Met 
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“DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. | 
Weather Review of India for the Week ending at 8 am. on” 
Saturday, April 15th, 1899. 





” 
The general conditions of weather have been unusual and irregular 
the week under review. Pressure has been high over North-East Indi 
relatively high along the foot of the Himalayas, while it has been low over the 
Western desert and over Ceylon and the south of the Peninsula. As a result, 
conditions have been favourable for easterly winds over a large part of India, and 
moist winds from easterly directions have prevailed over a considerable part 
of the country instead of the dry westerly winds which are usual at this season 
of the year, “Asa consequence, the weather has been much more unsettled than 
usual, and thunderstorms giving rain and hail bave been very widespread, but 
have been particularly frequent over Upper Burma, Assam and Bengal, over the 
Punjab and the North-West Himalayas and over the southern half of the Penin- 
sula. Accompanying the rainfall over North-East India and the Peninsula. there 
has been very cool weather, but over North-West India the thunderstorms were 
too light and too local to largely affect temperature, which during the week in these 
regions has been generally excessive. 


Daily Summary.—Sunday, April 9th.—The barometer had fallen almost 
everywhere, and the depression, which was noticed over the western desert at the 
close of the preceding week, had commenced an eastward movement down the 
Gangetic Plain. It was central near Agra where pressure was largely below the 

mal, Pressure was highest and slightly to moderately abovethe normal over 
jurma and North-East India. The winds were irregularly cyclonic over North~ 
West India and southerly and south-easterly over the Peninsula and Lower Bengal, 
while along the foot of the hills in Bengal and the North-West Provinces the 
direction was easterly. The weather was unsettled and cloudy. Thunder and 
dust storms had occasioned rain over parts of Burma, Assam, Bengal, the North- 
West Himalayas, Malabar, the east of the Central Provinces and Madras. 
Generally the rainfall had been moderate or light. The mean temperature was 
low over Assam and Bengal, about normal over South Madras and higher than 
usual elsewhere. 

Monday, April soth.—The lowest pressures had been re-transferred west~ 
ward, and the depression was agen shown over the Western desert. Pressure 
remained highest over Burma, Assam and Bengal, and, while the barometer read 


» 9091 dee tees tae usual at Sibsagar, it read 07152 inch lower than usual at 


had continued both general and heavy, and fair pe piaiay ay gh 


Multan and Deesa, The winds generally were little changed, but the easterly cur- 
rent in Northern India had increased and extended, and easterly and south-easterly 
winds blew from Central Bengal to the Panjab. The weather had been fairly fine, 
though here and there disturbed by thundershowers, over the Peninsula and the 


central parts of the country, but over Northern India and Burma showers had 


been remarkably prevalent: The mean temperature was falling almost everywhere, 
and the areas ol deficient temperature over North-East India and over the south 
of the Peninsula were both increasing in extent and intensity, In North-West 
and Central India and part of Burma the heat still remained excessive. 

Tuesday, April 11th,—Pressure had changed irregularly. The barometer 
continued to read unusually high in Norte India. and Sealy low in 
North-West India, so that conditions, favourable for easterly winds over Northern 


India, continued, and winds from easterly directions prevailed from Bengal to the 
over 


Punjab. South-easterly winds prevailed oyer the Peni ind variable: 
Lower eS Bengal, The ane ha cleared, and Pegged: apoio 
less extensive over North-West India, but over Burma, and 


4 














‘Grom the-notmal explain the general distribution of temperature relatively to the 
sonal + Patna —15°2°, Berhampore —14'0", Jacobabad +-8'2°, Madras +1'6° and 


Jura —=5'5°. . 
Wednesday, April rath.—Pressure continued to change rere: Pressure 
r 


remained highest and higher than usual over Assam and Upper Burma’ and 

lowest and lower than usual over the Western desert, so that the general condi- 
tions were unaltered, and easterly and south-easterly winds continued over North 
and) West Bengal and up the Gangetic Plan. In North-West India squally 

cyclonic winds prevailed around the depression over the Western desert, while 
south-easterly or variable winds were reported over the Peninsula. ‘Thunder 

and dust storms had continued to give rain over North-East and North-West 

India, the southern half of the Peninsula and the east of the Central Provinces. - 
In_ the North-West Provinces, the central parts of India (except the east) 

and the northern half of the Peninsula the weather was fine, but elsewhere it 

was more or Jess disturbed. The weather was remarkably cool over North+ 

East India and the east and south of the Peninsula, while the heat was exces+ 

sive over the north-western and central parts of the country. 


. Thursday, April 13th—Pressure had risen over Northern India and had 
been nearly steady over Burma and the Peninsula. The storm in the north- 
west had’ become shallower and more diflused, but, on the contrary, the 
high pressure area in the north-east had become more strongly marked, 
Easterly winds continued from Central Bengal to the Punjab, but the cyclonic 
circulation in the north-west had died down.  South-easterly and variable 
winds continued over the Peninsula. The weather remained unsettled and 
disturbed with dust and thunder storms over Northern India and the south 
of the Peninsula, but was fine in the intervening regions. The rainfall amounts 
were larger than usual, The mean temperature conditions were similar to those 
reported on the preceding day, the heat having been greater than usual over 
North-Western and Central India and less than-usual elsewhere. 


Friday, April r4th—The barometer had changed irregularly and in. some 
places by considerable amounts. Pressure was highest and largely above the 
normal along the foot of the Eastern Himalayas ; it was lowest and slightly below 
the normal oyer the Western desert and relatively low and considerably lower than 
usual over Ceylon. The depress over the Western desert was somewhat 
better defined than on the 13th. Westerly and northwesterly winds prevailed in 
Bombay and southerly to easterly winds in most other places, Fairly general’ 
thundershowers had been received over Lower Bengal, Assam and che Nock 
West Provinces and scattered showers over the Peninsula andthe east and 
south of the Central Provinces, The temperature conditions were generally 
similar to those reported on the preceding day, but both the excess in the north- 
west and the deficiency in the north-east were smaller. . 


Saturday, April 15th.—Pressure had changed very little. Barometric read- 
ings were highest along the foot of the hills, lowest over the Western desert 
and. pesse low near Ceylon. Easterly and  south-easterly winds” con- 
tinued over Northern India and variable breezes elsewhere. The rainfall area 
had contracted somewhat over Northern India, but thundershowers continued 





to be reported from) Assam, North and West Bengal and the North-West ~ 


Provinces. In the Peninsula, on the contrary, the rainfall area had extended and 


the showers bécome heavier. The heat had’ been greater than usual over the _ 


greater part of North-Western and Western India and over Burma, while it had 
been less than usual in all other places, The following variations from the 
3 the distribution eaves to the ae Jacobabad + 60°, 
~ Madura —7"4°, Gorakhpur —12'8°, Dhubri —12'0° and Tounghoo + 64% ‘i 








heavyish rainfall ‘at the commencement of the week — 


_Temp — 
doen Vaden nike cet et toe Poole Produced in those two. 






‘temperature increased tensity. 
of the week, they embraced most.parts of the country except 
centre. In the two latter regions the mean temperature was s e 
during the week, the showers in those areas haying been insufficient to seriously 
affect the temperature conditions. + 


The following table gives the mean temperature variation data for the week : 


‘Apnit 1899. ie) 
Province, > F -aglitgn 
on 


roth | rth | rath | agth | agth | agth, | 

















Burm. 
Assam 2 
Bengal | 
Orisa |: 
Bihar ne 
ota, ur * 

N.W. P.and Oudh 
Panjab : 
Sind. 

Rajputana 


fry 45 
Central India 
Central Provinces 
Berar ges 
West Coast. 
Bombay Deccan - 
Mysore 
Madras Coast 
Madras Deccan 
South India 


Fat 

















‘Mean for whole of India. +18) 073) —2'8) —16) —1-3] —24]—26 | 13 





























On the first day of the week the heat ofthe whole gn was greater than 
usual, but between the oth andthe ioth there occurred a fall of over 2°, and 
from that date onward the temperature of the whéle of India was below the 
normal, the deficiency being considerable on the rth, 14th and 15th. The 
provincial variations show that the weather during the week was warmer than 
usual in Sind, Rajputana, Gujarat, Central India and Berar; that the mean 
temperature was about normal in the Punjab, the Central Provinces, the West 
Coast, the Bombay Deccan and the Madras Coast; and that it was less than 
usual in alltheremaining provinces. The deficiency was greatest in Behar where | 
from the 11th to the 15th the mean temperature was very largely below the normal. 


The following were the highest maxima recorded on each day : 


April pth ae +4 10914? at Rajkote. 

» woth . 6 yyy 082° 4, Bhavnagar. 
Pak ts. Rump nae reintcune pas ty oa th 

ps BU joey ay thes 1. Slo yy st MERE a 

pRB eg uns ae a gee as 

Pe any ed aa ce Laeag o  ih t 

ol SR DN ae fa col ale aR ee 





vy ‘that rain was received principally between 
7 ‘ma ; between the gth and 13th in Assam ; on 
Bengal; onthe oth, 11 tath in joes the igvad 


rf ; FI 
| in the east and centre of the North-West Provinces; on different days | of 
the we inthe wet of the North-West Provinces and in the Panay oil lye 
of the week in the south of the Peninsula; and between the 1ath and the 15th 

‘in the east of the Peninsula. iPr rise 


e "The rainfall table at the close of the summary shows that the average actual 
_ rainfall of the week exceeded o'1o inch in all the rainfall divisions except» 
T , Deltaic Burma, the South Punjab, the West Punjab, the Konkan, 
- Berar, the west of the Central Provinces, Gujarat, Kathiawar, te 
_ Baluchistan, Central India and Rajputana where the week's rainfall has, been 
~ actually or practically nil. In all tne remaining divisions effective rain has been. 
received, the aereee actual rainfall eneen 7:02 inches in the Assam Hills, 
nant in the Surma Valley, 4°33 incl in Malabar and 4°40 inches 
. th Madras, to 0°13 inch in Upper Burma, o't4 inch in the South East Punj 
0°13 inch in the Central Punjab, 0°16 inch in the centre of the Central Provine 
nd 0°18 inch in the central division of Madras. The “column of the 
shows that in no less than thirty-nine of the rainfall divisions the week’s rain 
been in excess of the normal. These thirty-nine divisions covered Arakan, 
Assam, Bengal, Bihar, the North-West Provinces, the South-East Punjab, 
Peninsula-and the Central Provinces, and the excess amounted to 4°99 inches it 
the Assam Hills, to 412 inches in South Madras, to 3°77 inches in Malabar, to. 
over 2 inches in South-Central Madras, Coorg, Orissa and East Bengal and to 
over 1 inch in the Assam’ Valley, Deltaic Bengal, North Bengal, the Bengal 
Hills, Chota Nagpur, North Bihar, and the north (a) division of the East 


The, following were the principal large totals recorded at indivi 















stations during the week: 7 
Burma: fo) a BRVABL ey mo) ae rags incheweay 
Assam: |. CherraPoonjee =. ws. 20490 | 

. Borkhola (Cachat) . . «+ 644 
Bengal . « . Ramchanda (Tippera) . . . 560 

- Goalundo (Faridpur) 5. . 406 

. . Aliparduar Qalpaigur) . 5. ggt 

“ Bihar + «4» Sitamarhi (Muzaffarpur)... 482 

ae N-W.P, . .  . Padrauna (Gurakhpur) . . . 2'95 

‘Ukimath Garhwal). 60s 
Punjab... Chakwal (Jhelum). 6 
Ben Hangu (Kohat) aR ay 
. Alleppy Bree sa tT 
a Rititinda 008 4 fone 
Madras + ~ . Jehapur (Ganjam) .  . 


peel _Pattukattai (Tanjore). 
_ Uslampetty (Madura). 


olumns of the table show that the heavy rainfall 
ie auiitinsta ange ipa fee 
‘the west of the Peninsula and 
and ° been it 
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f Tr Has oe week ending joe April, —The rainfall was most exc 
week sPisnerniee ah us ind in. the: 
tic, the Central districts, and the ircars, 
Since the end of week more heavy rain. ite i 
‘the south of Nellore and light rain in distri 
water-supp peti sufiient, except in parts of the Deccan. S 


ing continues in some i the yield is normal. Pasture is very 
fodder is sufficient. The recent rain will benefit the standing crops, 
under wells, and produce some Pasture, Prices continue almost stationary. 


districts during the week. Reaping of late crops continues in eight and 

picking in four districts, Preparations for next season are Progressing ¥ 

Fodder is sufficient, except in parts of Sind, Agricultural stock is healthy 

Prices have risen in five and fallen in six districts ; elsewhere they are stationary. 
fit 


Bengal.—For weet ending 17th April—Rain, sufficient for present r 
ments, fell in all parts of the Province during the week ; but in places in Bihar. 
said to have injured the spring | crops Iyingion the thrsehing ground. 
now general and sowing of-autumn rice and jute and planting of sugarcane are i 
progress. Spring rice is maturing and in some places is being reaped. 
mala (Bassia latifolia) harvest in the Bhagalpur and Chota Nagpore divisions 
is almost over, and the outturn has been good. No want of fodder ‘i 
Prices are generally stationary. 


Stormy weather prevailed during the las accompanied by “rain and hail 

several districts. ‘Slight damage from hail is reported in places. 

cae are nearing completion and new grain is coming into the markets in 
SiS lian ates crops.are being irrigated where necessary. 





“sgineenlarese Wheat is. selling from 16 to 21, aaasite 93, ee 
to 32, bulrush-millet 19 to 25, maize 28 to 35, great millet 20, and rice 13 to 





Central Provinces.—For meeé ending 18th April—The weather was 
ie generally unsettled during the week and rain has fallen in twelve districts, the 
"rainfall in four districts measuring more than half-an-inch. The threshing of 
spring crops is proceeding. The planting of sugai is also in progress in 
it Bhandara and Sambalpur. An abundant crop of mahua (Bassia latifolia) is 
i being gathered and labourers derive much benefit from forest concessions in 
consequence. Village relief is being gradually extended in the distressed areas 
“© in Sangor and has been started in the Damoh tahsil. Water is getting scanty in 
E parts of Mandla, Betul, Chanda, and Chhindwara, Fodder is insufficient in parts 
ji of seven districts and grain stocks are reported to be insufficient in the Hinghans 
ji ghat tahsil of Wardha The range of prices is generally below the normal: the 
cheapest prices are—wheat 21, gram 35, rice 22, and juar go seers per rupee; 
the dearest prices are—wheat 12}, gram 18, rice 10, and juar 22 seers 
fai: Petsepee . 
Burma.—For week ending 15th April—in Upper Burma’ reaping of 
island crops is approaching completion. Dry weather paddy is being harvested _ 
in Mandalay, Sagaing, and Kyaukse, The prospects of the standing crops 
continue unchanged. Slight rain fell during the week in several districts of 4 
Upper and Lower Burma, The price of paddy has risen in Prome, PakOkku, 
and Minbu; and has fallen in Thaton and Amherst, and has also slightly fallen 
‘in Rangoon. 


: Assam.—For week ending 18th April.—Rain fell in most districts during, 
the week. Ploughing for and sowing of late broadcast rice are in progress. 
Transplanted early rice has been slightly damaged by hail in Sunamganj and 
Habiganj sub-divisions. Plucking of tea continues. Prospects are generally. 

| good, except in parts of Cachar, where red spider prevails. Pressing of sugar~ 

| __ eane is nearly finished; the outturn is poor in Sylhet, but elsewhere is generally 

— good. Sowing of j jute continues in Sylhet and Goalpara, Planting of sugarcane 
has commenced in Kamrap. Prices—common rice—Silchar, Tezpur, and 

~ Nowgong 16; Sylhet and Dhubri 17; and Gauhati 15 seers per rupee. ™ 


| Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 19th ‘April—Mysori 
fall—fifteen cents in the Civil and Military station and general good rain in parts 
‘the Province. The standing crops are in good condition. Prices have Hallas 
Kolar, Kadur, and Shimoga. : 
























Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient, 


“Berar and Hyderabad—For week ending 19th April 
ee 1s hot and cloudy. Breaking up of land for ‘the ensuing 





Coons: Rainfall—z inches 87 cents, Prices of food-grains are 







= nay in ic he 





HYDERABAD: ee during the week 21 cents. The spring harvest is 
peony 2 ‘The standing winter rice crop is isin fairly good condition and is 
being sted in parts, Prices of grain are almost stationary. Prices—wheat 
10, coarse rice tof, and yowari 24} seers per current sicca rupee. 4 


FE Central India.—For week ending rgth April.—There was a slight ‘a 
 ofrain in Bundelkhand during the week. Agricultural operations have been 
completed in Bundelkhand and are in progress elsewhere. ‘The standing. crops | 
are in fairly good condition. Agricultural stock and pasturage are in good 
condition, The prices are above normal in Bundelkhand and normal sleewheres). 

The condition of opium is fair in Malwa and good in Gwalior. 
“ 


Rajputana,—For week ending roth April—Rain‘all in cents—Abu 27; 
Ulwar 16; Kherwara 13}; and slight rain in Haraoti. Agricultural operations 4 
are progressing satisfactorily, except in Merwara. The state of the crops is ; 
+ generally good, except in Ajmere-Merwara, where it is fair. Harvesting of crops 
is approaching completion. The average estimated spring outturn in Kherwara 





a is gand6annas. Cattle are in poor condition in Marwar, Haraoti, and Ajmere ; a | 
elsewhere they are in good condition. Fodder scarcity prevails in the States re- ” 
ported last week. Prices are rising in three States and are steady elsewhere. | 


Twenty persons emigrated from Ajmere and 18 from Merwara during the week. 

© — The total emigration from Merwara up to date numbers 4,360. The numbers 

employed on relief works were—422 in Ajmere, 3,257 in Merwara, and 960 in 
Marwar. PricesAjmere 20}, Beawar 22, and Marwar 15 seers per rupee, 


MG Kashmir.—For week ending 18th April, Rain fell during the week. The = 
prospects of the spring crops are excellent. Prices continue below normal. = = 
Rice—27 seers per rupee. ey 
* 

Jammu PROVINCE.—Report not received. 


Nepal.—For week ending 15th April.—Rainfall 1's0 inches. The weather 
has been cold and stormy, but the rain has benefited the wheat, and ground is now 
being prepared for the early rice crops. Price of rice of seers per rupee, 


T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
Secretary to the Government of India. “| 
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_ STATEMENT oF ‘TH GROSS EARNINGS OF INDIAN RAIL i 
_¥B.—As rorarin the ane in column Toa earnings from It April 190, dita gues tare avn wo fs ga pombe 
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LPs “conditions have changed Condcater during. ad week a a 
‘review. The relatively high Pressures which existed over North: Eastern and 
“Northern India last week have given way, and pressure has been. steadily “hig I 
‘in Southern and low in Northern India, But, though this distribution is A ] 


ee 


“normal and regular, and the winds have been less easterly and more westerly than 


‘during the tivo preceding weeks, the weather has continued very unsettled and the 
“tiean temperature much lower than the average. The rainfall was general ad 
motlerately heavy over the Peninsula during the early part of the week under review, _ 
‘but after Wednesday, the 19th, the fall became both mote scattered and lighter. \W 
‘Occasional showers have been réceived over the Central Provinces, while daily 
‘Showets have been received over parts of Assam and Bengal. In North 
‘West India there weré soie scattered showers at the beginning of the week, but 
‘during the latter half the weather was fine, The temperature conditions were 
¥ery rematkable—more particularly at the close of. the week, when in every 
“provitice of India (excluding Burma) the heat was less than usual, “and in ao, 
‘the deficiency of temperature was most exceptional. *! 


Daily Summary,—Sunday, April 16¢h.—Pressure was high and above 
the norinal over Burma, North-East India and across th head of rhe Peninsula ; 
it was low and below the normal over the south of the Peninsula and esiean 
‘and was lowest and considerably bélow the normal over North-West India 
where a well-marked dépression was shown. The winds were cyclonic in the 
north-west, easterly along the foot of the Himalayas and over part of the 

insula and about normal elsewhere. The weather was very cloudy over 
the Peninsula where rain had fallen generally and was slightly cloaded over 
‘the Central Provinces and part of North-Bast and North West India where - 
scattered light showers were received. The mean temperature was slightly 
‘or moderatcly higher than usual over Barma and slightly to largely higher than 
usual over the Punjab, Sind, cane. Bombay, Central India and part” 
‘of the Central. Provinces.’ Elséwhere the er as coolér than usval—more 
pee in Bengal, aii pe south of the Peninsula. i rane 


“2 
on Suite apis noticed in North-West India 
‘eastward, at the same ‘time’ filling up and was — 





"over parts of Bengal and the Punjab. 
pay yok 


Tuesday, April 18th.—Pressure was low over the ‘Punjab, Eastern Raj: 
putana and the Gangetic Plain and was high dver the Peninsula and Sind. 
quently north-westerly winds prevailed over a large part of North-West Indi 
westerly winds across the head of the Peninsula and the central parts of t 
~ country. Easterly breezes, however, continued to be reported along the foot. 
the Himalayas and south-easterly winds in parts of the Peninsula, Rain had 
continued to fall over the Peninsula, and scattered showers continued to be re- 
ceived over a considerable part of Northern India. Temperature had, on the 
whole, risen, but the heat remained largely below the normal. over the ee , 
es considerably below over the Punjab and Bengal. ; 


Wednesday, April rgth—Pressure had changed irregularly, the er 
change having been a large rise over part of North-West India. Pressure 
was lowest in the North-West Provinces and was relatively low over the Western 
desert and over Upper Burma, while it was highest in the extreme south. The 
wind was more northerly than usual over North-West India, more southerly than 
usual over the Peninsula, but was about normal elsewhere, though there were still 
some easterly winds along the foot ‘of the Eastern Himalayas, Rain had 
continued to fall over the west of the Peninsula, but in the east, as well as over ~ 
the plains of Northern India, the rainfall had almost ceased, The mean tem- 
perature had risen over parts of North-East India and of the south of the 
Peninsula, but had generally fallen elsewhere—more particularly in North-West 
India where the heat was much less than usual. i 





Thursday, April 20th.—Pressure had fallen again in ‘the north-west where 
the change had been rapid, Pressure was low over Northern India and high in 
the extreme south. The winds were unusually northerly over North-West India; 
‘they were fairly normal over the Bay area and were variable in direction elsewhere, + 
The weather was cloudy over parts of the Peninsula, of the central districts and 
‘of North-East India, anda few scattered showers had been received over ‘those 
districts, Temperature had fallen fast over the North-West ae ho fand 
Central India, and the heat was very low for the time of year over Ni 
“India and over the Deccan. sg | 


Friday, April 218t-—Pressure remained low in the north and sige in ins 
south, and shallow depressions were shown—one over the west of the North — 
| West Provinces and a second over’ Upper Burma, The wind directions were 

“very variable, while the force was strong and gusty over a large “part bled 
“country. The weather was generally unchanged, and scattered 
hone received over parts of North-East India, the Central 










nag Replace ron a — in Burma 
ie {whet 10d, 





in. Thunderstorms had given 
al, Assam, the west of the Central Provinces and the 

Temperature had risen a little in parts of North-Western and of 
Central India, but had fallen elsewhere. The heat was less than usual in all 
provinces or divisions except Burma, the deficiency being extraordinarily large in 
~ some central districts. | 








i 


Temperature—The most marked feature in the weather of the past 

_ week has been the very low temperature prevailing over the greater part of the 
5 seo This relative coolness has been in part due to the occurrence of snow — 

on iorth-West Himalayas, and an outflow of cold air from the mountain 
‘regions, in part due to abnormally heavy and extensive rainfall and in part to 
light thundershowers which have locally depressed the day temperatures—in some 
cases to an extraordinarily large extent: i 





The following table gives the mean temperature variation data for the week | 





Provixce, 








Burma 
Assam 
Ben 
Ori: 
Bihar ¢ girs 
Chota Nagpur. 
NW. Poand Oudh 
Punjab 
Sine igh 
eet 3 
Central India 
Central Provinces 
Berar eT 
» West Coast. . 
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_ Mean for whale of india «| 1-9] —1'5] 08 |—20] —23] —93 #8 | 23 








"Thetmean temperature of the whole country was lower than usual on ea¢ 
_ day of the week, the deficiency ranging from 08° on the 18th to as much as 4'8°o 
“the 22nd. The provincial variations show that the heat during the week 

hes 





"greater than usual in Burma, was about normal in Bengal, Gujarat at 
-Thdia and was less than usual elsewhere, the deficiency being very 
| ct ofthe Puja the Matin Deccan and South dia 
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Rain.—The rainfall during the week under review has been as general and 
widespread as during the preceding week, but, on the whole, the amount has been 
Jess and the rainfall lighter. Most of the rainfall in the north-west was connected 
i with the depressions which appeared during the week on the frontier and thence 
passed éastward across North-West Indji to the Gangetic Plain, while the 
rainfall over the Peninsula was apparently attributable to the moist easterly 
winds which blew from the Bay across the southern half of India. In North+ 
East India, Assam and Burma most of the rainfall occurred during thunderstorms. 
‘The rainfall returns for the week show that over Burma what rain fell occurred 
on the gist and 22nd; in Assam the rainfall was spread out throughout the 
© 4 week; in Bengal the fall occurred maiuly On the 18th and on the 21st and 22nd; 
in Binet and Upper India the rain occurred principally on the 18th and roth; in 
Malabar rain fell on most days ‘of the week, and in Mysore, the Deccan and the 
Kookan the rainfall was spread out throughout the week; in the central parts of 
India rain fell génerally on the oth, aist and 2and, while over the idras 
Presidency the fall occurred chiefly on the 16th, 17th and 18th and on the 
aend. 


The rainfall table at the close of the summary shows that rain during the 
week fell in no less than forty-nine of the rainfall divisions, bet of these forty-nine 
divisions, ten ‘report an average actual rainfall of less than one-tenth of an 
‘inch, so that in these divisions—gis., Upper'Burma, South Oudh, the west of 
‘the North-West Provinces, the two submontane divisions of the North-West 
Provinc:s, the South-East Punjab, the South Punjab, the West Punjab, 
Baluchistan and Central India (East) as well as in Deltaic Burma, Central Burma, 
‘the central division of the North-West Provinces, Gujarat, Kathiawar, Sind, 
‘the east of Rajputana and the west of Central India and west Rajputana 
the rainfall of the week has been actually or practically nil. In all the 
remaining divisions more or less effective rain has been rec-ived, the a 
‘actual amounts varying from 6°67 inches in the Surma Valley of Assam and 
4:22 inches in Malabar, to o'10 inch in South Bihar and 0°11 inch in Tenasserim, 
the east of the North-West Provinces and the submontane division of 
Be Fone, & second column of the table shows that during the 

review showers are anticipated in nearly all of the I 
seb te Ld Sls Swe ha, sh ve, bet sardoat shee A 
“Andia and the Perinsula, the actual rainfall hasbeen heavier than the 

excess is greatest in the pa of Assam (+416 inches 
Malabar (+3'45 inches), the Konkan (+3'16 inches), the central. 

















the north of the East Coast, Central 


Bombay 
f and South Madras. In Burma, the hill division of Assam and some. 
divisions in North-West India the small average fall for the week was not 
teachad, 





The following were the principal large totals. recorded at dae 
stations during the week: 


Y Assam. .  . — Karimgunj 2 Maat Mains gy ed anes 
Bengal «+. Pitojpur (Barisal) asa NT et 
rf Basirhat (24-Parganas) . . . 549 
N-W.P. . ... Robertsgunj (Mirzapur) . + vor y . 
, Punjab =. =. =. Kharian (Gujarat) ©... 093) hk 
§ Abbottabad 5... Ly 
Malabar. . . Suddur F Fegan (paces. 
Mysore . . . Holalkere (Chitatdroog) ae me ae a if 
Konkan . .  . Mandangad (Ratnagiri) . . . 1348 Kei 
Deccan. . . Godag (Dharwar) . . . . Gor y 1% 
Berar + 44 Karinja (Amraoti) 2. 958 on + 
Madras =... Chodavaram (Godaveri)) . 516 
| Vinukonda (Kistna) =... 72a *] 
, Vedaramen (Tanjore) .  . . 866 y 
The three concluding columns of the table exhibit the actual and normal 
rainfall for the period’ from the 26th February to the 22nd April, and show that 
the rainfall’ has been heavier than usual over Assam, Bengal, Bihar, the east and 
east submontane divisions of the North-West Provinces, the east of the Central 
Provinces, Sind and nearly all the Peninsular divisions, while Burma, the 
Gangetic Plain, the Punjab, the west and’ centre of the Central Provinces; Gujarat, 
Kathiawar, Baluchistan, Central India and Rajputana have all received less than 
the usual amount of rain. The excess over the Peninsula is vety large and is 
mainly attributable to the heavy rainfall of the past two weeks, 
+ 
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ae —The rainfall of the week was 
exceptionally heavy throughout the Presidency, except in Tinnevelly, where it was 
normal, The water-supply is sufficient and freshets have occurred 
Ploughing is in Progress in many places. The standing crop i 
The harvest continues with normal yield. Pasture is scarce, but fodder i 
‘sufficient. Cattle are in normal condition, Prices have fallen slightly in pig 
northern half of the Presidency and are almost stationary elsewhere. of 





Bombay.—for weet ending 26th April.—The rainfall was almost general 
in the Konkan, Deccan, and Karnatic; heavy in parts of Konkan; and moderate 
or light elsewhere, -Cotton in parts of Dharwar has been damaged by rain, 
Reaping of late crops continues in five and cotton-picking in three districts. 
Preparations for the next season are progressing generally. The fodder-supply 
is sufficient, except in parts of Sind, Agricultural stock is healthy. Prices. 
have risen in five and fallen in six districts ; elsewhere they are stationary. 


Bengal.—For week ending 24th April—There was tain in almost every 4 
district during the week and agricultural prospects are favourable. Ploughing is ~ 
general and the sowing of autumn rice and jute is going on in several distri 

e Sugarcane is still being planted in some districts and cheena (Panicum /rumen- 
faceun) is being sown in Bihar. ‘The harvesting of the spring tice is progressing. 
There is no want of fodder, and the general condition of cattle is good. The 
price of common rice is practically stationary. 





North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—/or week ending 26th Abe 
Light showers are reported from some districts and were in a few accompanied 
by hail. ‘Threshing and winnowing of the spring craps are in progress and. near- 

“ing completion in parts. Extra crops and sugarcane are being irrigated. Indigo 
sowings continue. Prospects are favourable; supplies and fodder are sufficient ; 
and prices are stationary to falling. 


Punjab.—For week ending 26th April.—Rain has fallen in Rawalpindi andy 
in parts of Delhi, Ferozepore, Lahore, Amritsar, Sialkot, and Dera Ismail Khany 
districts, Harvesting of spring crops, sowing of extra spring crops, and irtigar 
tiom of sugarcane and cotton crops continue. Sowings of rice have commenced. 
in Peshawar. The condition of the standing crops is generally average on 
irrigated and below average or poor on unirrigated areas, The condition.of cattle 

is said to be poor in Delhi and in parts of Dera Ismail Khan and fair elsewhere: 
Fodder i is reported sufficient in all districts, except in Delhi, Umballa, Shahpur, 
in parts of Dera Ismail Khan, Prices, generally of wheat, are ng Ra 
shawar, and Dera Ismail Khan; falling in Umballa, Jullundur, L 

‘Sialkot ner ee elsewhere, Wheat is seas ee 








be 


* oP scarcity prevails in parts of the Province. Prices are almost 2 









to 21, gram 19} to 23, barley ' 
great millet 20 to 32, and rice 13 to 14 seers per rupee. 


Central Provinces.—For week ending 25th April.—The weather 
been occasionally stormy during the week. In the Nagpur country rain has — 
fallen in nine districts causing a fall in the temperature, but the days arc now 
growing hot again, Threshing of spring crops is reaching completion. ‘The rain 
is reported to have damaged unthreshed crops in the Simga tahsil of Raipur. — 
Sugarcane planting continues in Sambalpur. In Saugor and Damoh forest con- 
cessions afford much relief to labourers in the collection of mahua (Bassia 
Jatifolia) and other forest products. Village relief is in progress in both districts. 
The water-supply is becoming scarce in parts of Mandla, Betul, Chanda, and 
Chhindwara, Fodder is scarce in parts of seven districts and grain stocks are 
also insufficient in the Hinganghat tahsil of Wardha. The price of wheat, 
‘gram, rice, and juar has fallen in some districts and has risen in others. The 
cheapest prices are—wheat 20, gram 35, rice 20, and jwar go seers per rupee ; 
the dearest prices are—wheat 12}, gram 18, rice 10, and juar 22 seers 
per rupee. 


Burma.—For week ending 22nd April—tn Upper Burma reaping of 
ry weather paddy is progressing in Mandalay, Sagaing, and Kyaukse, and the 
crop is in ear in Thayetmyo and Bhamo. Miscellaneous crops are still being 
harvested in some districts. Clearing and burning for cultivation of hill paddy 
are in progress in Bhamo, Myitkyina, the Ruby Mines district, and the Southern 
Shan States. The standing crops are in fair or good condition except in parts 
of Mandalay. The price of paddy has fallen slightly in Rangoon, Prome, 
Bassein, Henzada, and Amherst and has risen in Thongwa; elsewhere it is 


unchanged. 


Assam.—For week ending 25th April.—The weather is too cold and wet 

for the growth of tea in Cachar, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur ; elsewhere the pros- 

» pects of tea are fair. Sowing of early rice, planting of sugarcane, and pluck+ 

ing and manufacture of tea are in progress. Land is being prepared for late rice. 

Reaping of low land transplanted rice has. commenced in Sylhet. Pressing of 

sugarcane still continues in places and the outturn is generally yood. Sowing of 

jute continues in Sylhet andGoalpara. Prices—common rice—Silchar, Dhubri, 

Tezpur, and Nowgong 16; Sylhet 18; Gauhati 15 ; Sibsagar 12; and Dibrugarh 
14 seers per rupee, 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 26th April.—Mysort: Rain- 
fall—six cents in the Civil and Military station and general good rain in parts of 
* Bangalore, Tumkur, Hassan, Chitaldrug, Kadur, and Shimoga. Prices have 
slightly risen in Bangalore, Kolar, Hassan ; and have fallen in Mysore and Kadur. 
Ragi (Eleusine coracana) has been sown in Kolar and Mysore. 
CoorG: Rainfall—ag cents, Prices of food-grains are stationary. Water 
and fodder for cattle are sufficient. sh 


_._ Berar and Hyderabad.—For week ending 26th April—BERAR: The 
weather is warm and cloudy. Ploughing of fields for the rain crop is in progress. 
















eeorion toot ‘The crops, agricultural stock, and : 
ood condition. Prices are about normal in Bundelkhand ; normal 
ne ‘condition of opium is good in Gwalior and fair in Malwa, © 


rea jutenals- or aaah ending 26th April. Agricultural _opsratio 
jing satisfactorily, except in Merwara. Sowings have commenced in 
ni and ploughing and manuring lands in Jhallawar; and breaking up oft 












- of crops is approaching completion. Cattle are in aS conilition, 3a alent 
-Haraoti, and Ajmere ; elsewhere they are in good condition. Fodder scarcity 
Prevails in the States reported last week. Prices are rising in Meywar ; falling 
Jhallawar; and are steady elsewhere. Nineteen persons emigrated from Ajmere 
and 11 from Merwara during the week. ‘The total emigration from Ajmere- 

Merwara up to date numbers 4,371. The numbers employed on relief works 
‘were—4<6 in Ajmere ; 3,327 in Merwara ; and 963 in Marwar. seats 
20}, Beawar 22, Matwar 15 seers per rupee. 
















*Kashmir.—For week ending asth April—Rain fell during the week. 
Prospects of the spring crops are excellent. Prices continue below normal, 
27 seers per rupee. 2 Bee 


generally stationary. Ske tind 17 and maize 25 scers per rupee. =e 
condition of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is scarce. 

Nepal.—For week ending 22ud April.—Rain{all o'14 inch, The weather 
is stormy with high winds. Crop prospects continue good. Price of rice’ 9} 
‘seers per rupee, 
* THAW. HOLDERNESS, | ‘i 
Seertary to the Goveranent of Inia, ashy 
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yeh na tn eg 
of India. mean temperature was hats, 
Bengal, Saal ee ats Masan cast, | 
di Isewhere, largest variations 
81° at Poona and +8'4° at rertana Hh LORE: vents ee ° 
Thursday, April 27th—The barometric changes had been sli; 
ly upward. Pressure was highest on the oitey. Coast and lor 
India and Burma. The winds had veered still more and were nortl 
ferly to north-north-westerly over a large part of Western and Central India. 
Fine weather prevailed except in’Tenasserim. A few scattered thundershowers 
ed Rene robeived ts atictent oars of the country. Temperature had cl 
irregularly. The heat was greater than usual over Burma, Assam, Bengal, Bil 
Chota Nagpur and the Coromandel Coast, but remained less than usual elsewhere, 
ae eg April 28th.—The barometer had fallen in most places, but the 
change had been fairly uniform, and the general conditions of pressure were 
unaltered, Pressure was high on the Bom’ Coast, low over the Punjab, the: 
Gangetic Plain, Bengal and the north of the Bay. There were some signs of the 
commencement of a depression over. the east of the Bay near the Andamans, and 
the winds had shifted to north-north-east in Lower Burma. Elsewhere the 
winds were practically unchanged and varied between west and north. The 
weather was unchanged in Tenasserim and Lower Burma where general 
moderate rain had set in. Elsewhere a few showers, due to dust or eats ‘ 
‘storms, was all the rainfall recorded. The mean temperature was high over! 
Burma, Assam, Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, Chota Nagpur, the North-West Pro- 
vinces, the Punjaband the Madras Coast and was than usual elsewhere, 
The largest variations from the normal were —7°0° at Poona and 474° at 
Mymensingh. es: 
; Saturday, April 29th.—The barometer had fallen along the west coast and — 
had risen elsewhere. Pressure remained high on the Bombay Coast and low over 
‘the Punjab, the Gangetic Plain and Bengal, but, owing to the changes noticed above, 
pressure differences were smaller. The wind had shifted to the eastward in 
Lower Burma and increased in force pointing to the existence of a storm near th 
Andamans. Elsewhere the winds were little changed. The weather was cloud) 
to overcast and showery over Tenassetim and Lower Burma, but elsewhere 
‘the sky was fairly clear, and the only rainfall was a few local thundershowers. 
‘Temperature continued to change irregularly, but the distribution of the mean 
_ temperature relatively to the normal had altered very little. The largest variation: 
n the average were —7"1° at Neemuch, +-7'1° at Rawalpindi and +86" 
ensingh. rt n pe 
ture conditions have changed considerably 


fing been brought about by a very 
At the 


Sa aan lhe as the week advani 


Burma extended westward and n 
Madras 











The mean temperature of the whole country for the whole week and fo 
day of the week was less than usual, the amount of the daily variation 
from —3’8° on the agrd to only —o'4° on the goth. The provincial vari: 
‘show that the heat during the week was greater than usual in Burma, Assam and — 
Fein pe ao nea Bihar, the Eupiab, and the ann Coast ae 
‘usual elsewhere. 1 greatest average deficiency (6'4°) was reported from 
the Bombay Deccan where temperature was steadily eee throughout the 
week, but the greatest actual deficiency was reported from Berar on the agrd_ 
_ where the deficiency was 15° and when the maxima were 21° below the normal, « 
The following were the highest maxima reported on 
pane April 23rd 





{ Liye ih tet My 
nk ayaa aon Pal Pevticess a aiputana ( 
and Central India ( geen the two divisions of the East Coast (Nomth), the 
ivi: bad the cna a south division of the East Coast 
» Tn most cases the excess of the average actual over 
rainfall'was small and quite unimportant, but on the east 
‘the Peninsula and also in Tenasserim the excess was considerable. In 
, except the seventeen divisions noticed above, the 
of the normal. dae part of Northern and North- 
deficiency was small and quite’ 
unimportant, but in Assam, U; eeu and North Bengal the average actual’ 
rainfall was small compared wittehe normal, and the deficiency was important. — 


The Laie were the principal large totals recordedjat individual Bass 





during the week : 

Asam... ss Dibrugarh... oss argo inches. 

Bengal . . . Nalitabari (Mymensingh). . . $20 
Bagithat (Khulna) . «ss 294 

Malabar. 9... @annanore ca Meah grab. 

Mysore . . « Bowringpet (Kolar) wb eh A alae Sop 

Berar 9... Pusad (Basim) . sw. Zp 

Madras =. =» s«- Jaggayapeta (Kistna) =... G04 yy 
Trichinopoly 4. 6 ee PD 
Vedasanderu (Madura)... 57 


SE aca tora an ag the table show the average actual and 
normal rainfall for the period. February. 26th to April 29th. The total’ 
has been normal or heavier than usual over Assam, Bengal, Bibar, the’ 

mie of the Peninsula and some of the central districts. ‘On bot! coasis: of the 
Peninsula the excess has been large, as, for example, in the Konkan and the 
central and south divisions of the East Coast. Over pper and North- West India 
and over some central districts of India the rainfall has been. generally lighter 
‘than usual, but on the whole the deficiency has not been very large or Spee 

















_ Madras.—For week ending 29th April—The ry in 
Central districts and in parts of the Southern districts, the West Coast and the 
Circars, and was lighter and more scattered in the Carnatic-and the Deccan, The 
April rainfall has been unusually heavy throughout the Presidency. The water-_ 

PEE gasdng vars eeeraly Dol, bat oes demego bao ien cara eae 
standing crop is |, but some se caused by: 
rain in pane Peer has et and fodder is sufficient, The condition of 
cattle is normal. Prices are generally slightly easier. 4 
Bombay.—/or week ending 3rd May.—There was slight rain in ofs 
twelye districts during the eae Reaping of late crops ae in ‘handles 
and Hyderabad and ation eee in Baifau Preparations for next season 
are progressing generally. Fodder is sufficient except in parts of Sind and 
Baroda territory. Agricultural stock is healthy. Prices have risen in four and — 
fallen in three districts ; elsewhere they are stationary. 
sis eee week ending 1st May.—The weather during the week was 
generally hot and dry, As usual at this season there were thunderstorms and 
rain in most places in Bengal Proper and Orissa. The general agricultural pros- 
pects continue favourable; ploughing is going on everywhere ; and the sowing 
‘of autumn rice and jute is ‘in progress) Sugarcane and cheena millet (Panicum 
frumentaceum) axe doing well. Spring rice is being harvested and the threshing 
‘of the spring crops in Bihar is still going on. There is no want of fodder, except 
in places in Midnapore, Manbhum, and the Sonthal Parganas. There has been 
cht rise in the price of common rice in some districts, but on the whole there 


asi 
has been but little change. 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—/or week ending grd May,— 
Except for slight showers in a few districts the weather has been clear. Threshin 
iaeal prancing ol ES pnt kena eonitae ia sane casi wid hee 
irrigation of indigo, sugarcane, and extra ae ate in progress, Prospects are 


favourable ; markets are well-supplied and fodder is sufficient. Prices show a 
rising tendency in a few districts, but are otherwise stationary to falling. 
Punjab.—For meek ending 3rd May.—Rainfall nil. Reaping and thresh- 
ing of spring crops continue ; cotion is being sown in Mooltan and Lahore, and 
‘Sugarcane and cotton are being irrigated in Amritsar. Autumn sowings are in pro- 
gress in Sialkot, and rice is being sown in Peshawar. The condition of 
Spring crops is generally average on irrigated and below average on u 
lands. The outturn is peel average. Crops have been damaged by hail in 
parts‘of Peshawar and Dera Ismail Khan districts. The condition of cattle is said 
to be poor in Delhi; fair in Sialkot and Dera Ismail Khan; and good elsewhere. 
Pasturage is poor in Delhi, Shahpur and Dera Ismail Khan; and sufficient 
‘elsewhere, Prices, generally of wheat, have risen in Hissar and Umballa; fallen 


‘in Delhi, Ferozepore, Mooltan, Amritsar, Shahpur, Rawalpindi, and Dera nary : 
23} 


Khan; and remained unchanged elsewhere. Wheat is selling from 16;'4 to 

gram 20 to 23, barley 30 to 32, maize 27} to 35, bulrush-millet 19 to 23, great 

millet 21 to 32, and rice 13 to 14 seers per rupee, ; " 

Central Provinces.—/or week ending 2nd May.—The weather has 

generally cloudy and stormy during the week and slight showers of rain fell 

eight districts, | The temperature fell during the early part of the week but 

visen again, The threshing of spring erops, has been completed in the Jubbul 

pore, Soni, Chanda, and Chhindwara districts, and is in progress in Mai 
alaghat. "In Saugor the labouring classes ate out of work sad : 

being extended in the Banda and Kharai tahsils and is in rite 

_ district. Water is becoming scarce in parts of Saugor, jandla, an 

“wara, Fodder is scarce in parts of six districts and fodder and grain stocks af 

‘insufficient in the Hinganghat tahsil of Wardha, The price of wheat, gra 

+has fallen in some districts and that of wheat, ri r 





district. Price 


i except i of Mandalay and the Ruby 
see phar bes bes We Atyab, Respond, ‘Mhareesity, 
Bassein, and Amherst; bas risen in Mandala: 


in Akyab, Rangoon, Tharrawadd 
, shette, andy ae yeleewheld 


ending 2nd May.—The weather is hot. i 
‘sugarcane ; and plucking and manufacture of tea are in. 

8: f tea are ly of ‘except in ‘of Sylhet and 
Breage where red spider . Land is bein, for late rice ; reap- 
ing of low-land transplanted rice continues in Sylhet. Prospects are good. — 
Pressing of sugarcane still continues in places and the outturn is generally good. — 

_. Sowing of jute continues in Sylhet and Goalpara. Prices—common rice— 
Silchar and Dhubri 16, Gauhati 143, Tezpur and Nowgong 13, Sylhet 18, 
Sibsagar 12, and Dibrugarh 14 seers per rupee. Pap 
_ Mysore and Coorg.—for week ending 3rd May.—Mysore: Rain- | 
' fall—one inch 42 cents in the Civil and Mili an and general and good rain — 
in parts of Bangalore, Kolar, Mysore, and ‘The standing crops ine 
F condition. Prices have slightly risen in Bangalore, Kolar, and Kad 
agi (Eleusine coracana) has been sown in Mysore. 
CoorG—Ploughing for rice has commenced in parts. Prices of food-grains 
are stationary. Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. i 
Berar and Hyderabad—For week ending grd May—BeRar: The 
weather is warm and cloudy. Breaking up of land for monsoon_ crops cont 
Thelfodder and water-supply is insufficient in parts of the Province. Prices 
are fluctuating. i 
HypeRasAD: Rainfall during the week 21 cents. The spring harvest is 
over and harvesting of winter rice crop continues. The crop has suffered in 
parts by unseasonable rain. Prices of grain continue steady. Prices—wheat 10, 
coarse rice 10}, and jowari 24% seers per current sicca rupee. ye 
Central India —For week ending 3rd May.—Slight rain fell in A 
Bundelkhund and Bhopawar Agencies during the week, Agricultural operations — 
have been completed in Bundelkhand and Bhopawar and are in progress else- 
Meficie/ A grectlinidl sock anil pastnracdiare m1 fanig:qaned icondy cre notes 
are above normal in Bundelkhand ; normal elsewhere. 7 
Rajputana.—For week ending 3rd May.—Rainfall—Haraoti average 70 
cents ; Sirohi 55 cents; Jeysulmere 26 cents; Ajmere go cents ; Jeypore 13 cents. 
cultural operations are generally satisfactory, except in Merwara. Harvesting 
of crops is approaching completion. Cattle are in poor condition in Marwar, 
Meywar, Haraoti, and Ajmere; elsewhere in good to fair condition, Fodder 
scarcity prevails in States reported last week. Eres are rising in Jhallawar; fall 
ing in Meywar; and are steady elsewhere. Twenty-four persons emigrated from 
Ajmere and 13 from Merwara during the week, ‘The total emigration from 
Paws up to date numbers 4,384. The numbers employed on relief works 
were—-98 in Ajmere ; 3,955 in Merwara ; and 970 in Marwar. Prices—Ajmere 
a0}, Beawar 22, and Marwar 15 seers per rupee. ; 
Kashmir.—For week ending 2nd May—The weather is fine. Prospects 
of the spring crops are excellent. Prices continue below normal, Rice—27 _ 
_ seers per rupee. if 
—_ JaMMU_PROVINCE.—or week ending grd May.—No rain during the week. 
Prices have fallen slightly. Prices—wheat from 16 fo 19 and maize a5 seers 
per rupee, The condition of the standing crops is fair. Reaping and thres 
of spring crops are in progress. Fodder is scarce. ees 
; Aprit.—Rainfall o'og inch, Land is b 
The wheat crop is doing well, 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE 


“Weather Review of India for tho Week ending at 8 am. on 
4 Saturday, May 6th, 1899. 4 


During the week under review there have been heavy rains and ope 
and gales in Burma, due to the advance northward cf the depression which was 
developing over the Andamun Sea at the close of last week, but over India the _ 
weather has been quiet and venerally fine. Pressure has been high and above 
the normal average over Bombay and low and below the normal over Northern 

-and North-Eastern India. As a result, dry. westerly and north-westerly winds. 
have prevailed over the greater part of India, and the only rainfall which. 

n received over India has been light or moderate showers occurring during 
‘dust and thunder storms: Very hot weather prevailed during the week over 
Northern India where the wind “was westerly, but over the central of India 
and over the greater part of the Peninsula where the wind was. north-westerly or 

‘herly, the meau temperature was steadily lower than usual, In Burma 
; ly controlled ly de rainfall, Daeeanupes the storm meni 
‘as very largely below the normal on the 4th and sth May 
was very heavy. mit * ye 
Summaty.—Sunday, Aprit guth—Pressure was ch 
end he only important (hee nie woeeoonee the storm 
eis ie ee drawing : 


and which was the 





t over the Andaman Sea had ap; ed that station where 
"was over 0°25 inch below the normal. ‘The winds were cyclonic around 


were blowing a gale at Diamond Island, Rain isterse) 


Deltaic Burma, the heaviest amount being 576’ 
n island. Over India the pressure and wind conditions were 
‘the only rainfall was some light showers accompanying dust and thunder 
. The heat remained excessive over the greater part of Northern India 
and of Burma and the Madras coast districts, while over Lower Burma, the 


Peninsula and the central parts of India the weather was cooler than usual. 


fay 


Tuesday, May and.—Pressure bad risen briskly over Tenasserim and fallen 


“ovet Lower Burma. The. storm had continued to move northward and lay 
close to Bassein, in which neighbourhood the barometer was between 0 3v inch 
and o'g6 inch below the normal. Cyclonic gales prevailed over Lower Burma 
_ where heavy rain had fallen. Over India there was still no important change 


to record. Pressure was higher than usual generally, but much more so Re 


over the Western desert than over Eastern and North-Eastern India, 


Westerly to north-westerly winds prevailed throughout, and the only rainfall was 


a few light local thundershowers. The heat over Northern India was increasing, 
and the mean temperature was slightly to very largely excessive in Northern In 
and in the Madras coast districts. It still remained low over Lower Burma and — 
the greater part of the Peninsula and of North Bombay. 

‘Wednesday, May grd.—-The barometer had risen with great rapidity over 
Lower Burma, and the cyclonic storm had filled up. Elsewhere there had been 
no important change. Pressure was high along the west coast and low over West 
Bengal and the West Punjab. The wind was still strong in parts of Burma, but 
the gales had subsided. The direction of the wind was more northerly than usual 
over the Peninsula. Rain continued to fall over Burma, but over India the 
weather was fine with a few local thundershowers. The distribution of temper. 
ature relatively to the normal was little changed, and the principal variations 
from the average were +9'2° at Rawalpindi, +8'4" at Silchar, —7 6° at Bassein 
and —5'6° at Belgaum. 


Thursday, May 4th—The barometric changes had been generally unimport- 


-ant and irregular. Southerly winds were blowing over the Bay area and into. 


il and easterly winds along the foot of the Eastern Himalayas, butelsewhere 


‘the directions were between west and north-west, with more northing than is 


usually the case. Dull, rainy weather prevailed. over Burma, but the. rainfall 


jamounts were not heavy except at Minbu where 7:90 inches had been received. _ 


(Over India the weather remained generally fine, but the local thundershowers were 
‘somewhat more widespread and somewhat heavier. The weather was cooler than. 
“usual over Burma (Minbu —12°7°), the west of the Peninsula | Belgaum —5 
and North Bombay and Rajputana’ (Hyderabad —5"1°), but elsewhere the heat — 
‘incipsl variations from the normal having been + i 
_ Rawalpindi and +9'7° at Mymensingh. 
| Friday, May sth.—The barometer had fallen over North Bengal at 
‘elsewhere. Pressure was considerably above the normal: over fs 
. = eein India ot soa. below in Bee ‘Westerly winds p 
dow angetic Plain, sou’ winds over the Bay area and 
“Winds elsewhere. Showers of rain had. boon received over, Burmay A 
Sikkim, while Naps bie thunder roses some cases accompanied ie it 
been ferent parts of North-West: ntral India and 
DPeninsdta: The heat was ; aie than usual acei e eam 
y in Bengal—and less than usual! elsewhere. Some of the 
s from the normal were +.8:1° at Rawalpindi, + 11°2° 
thin, — 5'2° at Belgaum and —6 4° at Bickaneer and _ 
May 6th.—Pressure had increased, but 
‘general conditions of pressure were 
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oe ie fe ba was about normal, but 
are exhibited, 


a: 
Sane the Cee went Provinces, the Punjab and I 
coors ily while mB the remaining provi 


gal, the greatest 





‘the Ganzin aid Maubin distieed cn 
the Minks duet onthe grdof May. In all 
abore, as connected with dust and 
and i ae B eal oe 
the sth and 6th May he cen 
where rain fell the 


"The tainfall table at the close of the summaty shows that rain D le 
amount, f.e., the average actual rainfall of the division, 010 inch or more in 
_ amount, fell in twenty-eight of the rainfall divisions. These twenty-eight divi- 
sions included, all the Burma divisions, the Surma and Brahmaputra divisions of 
Assam, the deltaic, north and hill divisions of Bengal, Orissa, the hill divisi a 
‘of the North-West Provinces, the South Punjab, Malabar, Mysore, the Bombay 
Deccan, Khandesh, Berar, Kathiawar, Sind, Baluchistan, Rajputana (East 
Central India (West), the north and south divisions of the East Coast, the South- — 
Central, Central and South divisions of Madras and Hyderabad (South). In all — 
the remaining divisions there has been either no rain whatever or the actual average 
rainfall has been less than o-10 inch, and era rea nil. Where rain was 
récelved the amount ranged from 4°63 inches in Deltaic Burma, 401 inches inthe 
Bengal Hills and 3°57 inches in Tenasserim, to o"10 inch in North Bengal te : 
ental Madras and ov11 inch in Orissa, Malabar and-Gujarat. The thi 
column of the table shows that the average actual rainfall of the week was 
iy Se than the normal average rainfall, in Tenasserim, Deltaic, Central and 
i Upper Burma, the Bengal Hills, the South Punjab, Khandésh, Berar, the west 
a ie Central Provinces, Gujarat, Kathidwar, Sind, Baluchistan, Central India, 
| as much as 415 inches in Deltaic Burma, 2'25 inches in the Bengal Hills, 208 














jputana, the East Coast (North) and Hyderabad (South), This excess was. 


‘inches in Upper Burma, 1°78 inches in Tenasserim and 1°62 inches in Baluchisy 
"tan, but elsewhere the excess was small and unimportant. On the other hand, 

imall the rainfall divisions not mentioned above, the week's rainfall was less than 

usual, the deficiency amounting to over 3 inches in the Surma and hill divisi 

of Assam and over 1 inch in the Assam Valley, Deltaic Bengal, North Bi 










and Coorg. 6 
__... The following werethd principal large totals recorded at individual stations 
during the week: ‘ 
Burma... . Bilin, Thatin . . ©. + 6°43 inches, 
Bageeia gh cas Pio a RB Og ace 
Mastin! oie a oh te 
MARS ch ole on )-os ans ORE 
Magee ost! tee SL), aan a ENOM ED 
Assam... North Lakhimpur . sy 63° 
Bengal... Dattjecting = ; 


Sariipn Kehild)) 09! 
Panga Hii 


Abed (28 2\ alae Barter =k 
Central Provinces. Melghat (Ellichpur). =. 
Maday 5 4. Ke ‘richinopaly) . 
____ The three concluding columns of the rainfall table show that the 
| the period Feb able May 6th has fea short of Paget in 
| Central Bengal, a farge part of the Gangetic Plain and of the nja 
‘some central districts, but, anes parts of the San 
been normal nal or in excess of the normal, the excess i 
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‘in i sufficient; and cattle are in normal-condition. : veer 


ik "Bombay seeding ah Mey The a i, in eighteen 
hea | week, but Reaj 
in eh peat and Achat and fod iy ta a 


io paoed for next season are progres: piperssing genezall 
s of Kanara and Karachi. Fodder is su! sv awepe i a 

sear territory. Agricultural-stock is felling. Ba 1 jave risen in 

emt a a napintas se Atha attest i 


Spring eats still. being 
Bihar is ope over. The foideraupniye 
where sul as. prey ri re] in places in } 
cae a and the Sovthal ganas. The pace of common riceris porate 
stationary ; any variations reported being very slight. “ 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending roth May.— 
- There were slight showers in a few districts, otherwise the weather has 


© seasonable. Operations connected with the spi ring harvest ae, practically com 


ed, Extra crops, si ne, and int irrigated. Prospects are 
wourable ; bhi and fodder are se eng Pe risen in a few dis+ 
tricts, otherwise they are almost stationary. 
‘Punjab.—For week ending roth Ma May .—Slight rain is 
Delhi, Ferozepore, Lahore, and: Rawalpind Reaping and 1 
crops are still going on. ‘Sowing of autumn crops continues in Mooli 
Amritsar, Sialkot, and Peshawar. Extra spring sowings have been fi 
‘The _outturn of the canal crops is average in Hissar generally, 
and Sialkot, and normal in Jullundur. The condition of the extra 
jn Umballa and Peshawar and freaks in Delhi, Lahore, and Ferozepo 
‘ks are sufficient in Ferozepore and Peshawar. Crops have been s! 
ied and etme in Mi Sones oe =e inal Khan. 
of cat and mur ; fair in rae 
il | alone, Fodder is scarce in paris = 
hpur, and Dera Ismail Khan, and 
have risen in Amritsar and 
‘remained unchanged elsewhere, Wheat is er 
, maize 27} to 35, barley 30 to 32, great mill 
, 1g to 14 Seers per rupee, 


in 


sali 
crops is in progress in the 

et aur ipa crop zee 

c t is 





Coors : Rainfall—41 cents. Ploughing for rice continues. | 
ts _graing are stationary. # ater al older tor cawlo arm salient: : 
Berar and Hyderabad.—for week ending roth May—BERAR 
| reader rarmand cloudy. is ee ed. te thejorte nd 
r The fodder and water-supply are inadequate in parts of three 
s price of yowar shows aiericdes to fall in two districts ; elsewhere it 


> HypgRABAD: Rainfall during the week—8 cents. The standing 
rice cro) dees Vested sa Spits rom Gicbeasons in. preperation 
reel net Bl . Prices of grain ee ly. Pri 
, coarse rice 10}, and jowari 24% seers per current sicca rupee. 
peas se Bee meck ped toth rele dimiroby fan fe ; 
iy iy al 10) at cles Gul tl wee! ulturs operas 
tions have been comy feted in Gein haba tat Bundelkhand ; and are ir 
“gress reel mlgod is ing prepared for She autama 0 is in 
st turage condition. 
‘above nocmal in Bundelkhand and are normal elsewhere, The condi 
is fair in Malwa, x 
week ending roth May.—Rain ranging from over 
rece onl fal ad Bante Rooters, Ave Seta, Stakes 
of Jaisalmere, Meywar, Ajmere, Jexpore, and Kishengurh ; there was also 
at Tonk, Harvesting and threshing continue in parts, Breaking of — 
next crop is in progress in most parts of Merwara, st 
good condition, but poor a? and Haraoti, 
report week. Prices are rising i 
Jeypore ; and are steady elsewh 
week. The total emigrati 
c on relief © 


14. The numbers. e 
4175, and Marwar 965. 
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RAILWAY STATISTICS, 


No, IV or 1899-1900, 
STATEMENT OF APPROXIMATE GROSS EARNINGS OF INDIAN RAILWAYS. 
.B.—Ae rogards the figures in column Total earning from Let April 1890, audited Saree havo boon weed, a far au poesible, 
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of India for the Week ending at 8 am, on 
Saturday, May 18th, 1899. i 
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Wei) 2 Np marked change of weather has occurred over India during the week 
* under fava During the first three days of the week strongly marked hot 
weather ‘conditions prevailed over Northern India with dry westerly winds, a 
f high temperature and no rain beyond one or two local thundershowers, On. 
© Wednesday, 10th May, the weather changed. Pressure became lowest in the 
north-west, and a tongue of relatively low pressure extended south-eastwar 
down the Gangetic Plain. At the same time pressure rose steadily over Nort 
‘East India and Burma. Hence during the remainder of the week the geni 
Conditions were such as’ ordinagily prevail in June instead of in May; sout 
sterly and easterly winds were blowing across Bengal and up the North 
angetic Plain, while westerly winds prevailed over Central and Southern Indias 
_ <The easterly wind occasioned a certain amount of rainfall over gal 
and the North-West Himalayas, while the westerly wind was dry. With the 
accurrence of rain the temperature ka and the heat atthe close of the Bt 
tras much less than usual over Bengal and slightly less than usual in Burma,” 





_ «. Daily Summary,—Sunday; May 7¢h.—The barometer was falling every, 
aD Enane mdl Ercscare Was loncal af Note Sea 

dients prevailed over Northern India, while over the Peninsula pressure. 

figh and uniform. The wind was northerly on the west and “southerly ty 


east coast of the Peninsula and generally westerly elsewhere. The weather i 





slight! cloudy in places, and dust and thunder storms had occasioned some I 

fall At over 3 inches had been received, but in general the 
amounts were moderate or small. The weather was slightly cooler than usual — 

over Sind, Rajputana, part of the Central Provinces and the east of the 
rs cag but was, hotter than usual elsewhere, the excess being very large in ri 

» Bengal. “ : 


Monday, May 8th.—Pressure had increased over Burma and North-East 
India and decreased elsewhere. The general ‘conditions of pressure were the 
same as on oe preceding py. oat the EG eb mnie The mode isos) 
were spsamelpes aS ibsagar again reported a moderate shower of rain, 
Biche ee loool tales ot ne in other parts of the country were 

ite unimportant. The temperature conditions were the same as on. the 3 
The heat was very excessive in Bengal. : 


Tuesday, May oth—The barometer fad fallen a little at some northe 
western stations, but had risen elsewhere, the change having ber, brisk to le 
‘in places. The area of lowest pressure was reported. fron Hogiediest 
an arm or trough of relatively low pressure was seeieriagone % 

feat le winds and calms were reported from North-West India and — 
in and south-easterly to easterly winds in Burma and_ a 
: y, however, oe ted f 























where the héat was less than usual was eee ohtbe Benkales (i 
isa ean Inte calginm atic the excess was large to very © 
‘ge. w 
| f 

Wednesday, May roth.—Pressure had been steady or had risen slightly 
over Burma, North-East India and the west and centre of the Peninsula, but 
elsewhere it had fallen—more especially at the foot of the North-West Himalay 
Pressure was lowest near Sialkot, and the south-easterly and easterly winds 
noticed in Bengal! on \ pth had suddenlyextended north-westward' along the 
Tine of the hills as far as the East Punjab, Elsewhere the wind changes were 
unimportant. The weather was: cloudy to overeast over Burma, North-East _ 
India and the west of the Peninsula, and fairly general rain had been received 
over Burma, Assam and Bengal and scattered showers over the Kashmir 
Himalayas and parts of the west and centre of the Peninsula and of the Central 
Provinces. The weather. relatively to.the normal.was cool. in. Hay of Burma, 
nt the eee ee meer but was more a a gate 
usi jewhere, excess. was large to. very. large over the. Punjab an 
North Gangetic Plain. 


Thursday, May t1th—The barometer had fallen. There had been, no. 
important change in the general conditions.of pressure. Readings were lowest 
ever the Punjab. whence an arm of low pressure passed south-eastward down the 
Gangetic Plain as far as. Allahabad and Sutna, To the north and east of this 
arm the wind was aaa and easterly, and elsewhere blew. from. between 
south-west and north-west. ie sky had become more cloudy over. Northert 
India, and_rain had been. received over Burma, East and West Bengal, Orissa, 

. the North-West Himalayas’and parts of the Peninsula. Temperature was lower 
than usual over Burma, Deltaic and South-West and the Bombay 
Deccan, but was more on less excessive. elsewhere.. In the Punjab the excess 

“was very large. . 

Friday, May 12th.—The batometric changes had been slight. Pressure ~ 
was lowest over the- West Punjab, with the usual arm of low pressure over the 
Gangetic Plain and was highestin Burma. The winds were practically unaltered 
and were. stror easterly aver Northern India. There was a good deal of 
» cloud. There been fairly tal rain over Burma and light scattered rain 
over Sikhim, Bihar, the North-West Himalayas, the west and the-south of 
Peninsula.and ane or two: central districts. 


Saturday, May 13th-—Pressure had risen almost everywhere. The change 
had been brisk to rapid in the north, so that the arm of Tow pressure had been 
transferred southward, but in other respects there had not been much change. 
South-easterly to easterly winds continued. over os why on of Northern 
India. and icra lpi westerly to southerly winds overthe Peninsula, but 
in-parts.of Deltaic Bengal and of Orissa there were, owing to a small depression at 
the head of the Bay, some northerly winds, There was. good deal of cloud 
ayer Burma, North-East India.and the North-West. Himalayas, where also rain 
had been fairly general and moderately heavy in places. Temperature had 
decreased except over some central and southern districts. The heat was much 
more than usual over parts of North-Western and Central India and much less 
than usual over parts of Bengal and of Burma. E 


Temperature.—The past week has been one of large: ei of temper 
ature and: of large variations from the normal pendinaee. At the commence: 
ment of the week, when hot, dry, westerly winds were blowing down the Gangetic 

Plain, the heat was excessive over Bihar and Bengal, while in. parts of North 
West India the weather was.cooler than usual. Later in the week, when rain 
was falling over North-East India, the mean temperature fell to largely below 
the:average over parts of Bengal, while, on the contrary, over North-West India 
‘the: heat: was veryexoessive: 4 
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The mean temperature of the whole country:for each day of the week and 4 
for the whole week exceeded the normal. The excess was least (only on} 
on the 13th and was greatest (as muchas 3°) on'the oth. The provin * 
variations show that in the case of Burma, Gujarat, Mysore, the Madras Coast 
and South India the heat for the week was about normal, but that in the case of 
all the remaining provinces the heat was excessive—-more particularly so in the 
Punjab. 


The following were the highest maxima reported on each day: 


May 7th «6 6 4 4) ator? at) Burdwan, 

» Sth ae ih ag 20° 4 Do, 

on Oth dwg Sheteaal) seta tanga ys, asbalbaads 
™ oils SUMS: NE gar al a Ma 2) Se ree 

aE! i sags’ Do. 

a Taam RS ta alle pens pecs eRe 1 pHa pm 

» 13th a met 120'0° » Do 


Rain.—As mentioned above, ordinary hot weather conditions prevailed over 
the greater part of India during the early part of the week under review, and 
‘during the continuance of those conditions the only rainfall teceived was that 
which fell during the few eee ri and rs sear ca ee 

4 ienced in different Ss e country. Subsequently the weathe 
ictines |. Pressure Becon in North-West India and within a band whith 
stretched east-south-east and west-north-west across Northern’ India, To the 
northward and eastward of this band south-easterly and easterly winds set in, and 





‘the weather became much damper and more rainy, while to the southward where 
westerly winds still held the thundershowers became more and_ heavier, 
The rainfall returns show that the greater part of the rain fell on the foll 
dates: in Burma between the 11th igth; in Assam between the 





“North Madas on the 13th, 


The rainfall table at the close of the summary shows that, with the exception 
of twenty-four divisions, v#s., North and South Oudh, the east, central, west and 
west submontane divisions of the North-West Provinces ; the south-east, south, 
submontane, north and west divisions of the Punjab; the three divisions of the 
Central Provinces ; Gujarat ; Kathiawar ; Sind ; the divisions of Central India and 
of Rajputana ; the central and south divisions of Madras and the central and 
wah livisions a me henry in sini iad ton ot has oes 

or practically ##/, good rain has fallen t the country. 
t setae ictal falls range from 2°96 inches in Arakan, 2°61 inches in the Bengal 
Hills, 2°32 inches in the Surma division of Assam, 2°22 inches in Orissa and 2% 
inches in the Brahmaputra division of Assam, to 0°16 inch in the oa or 
e third 


inch in the south division of Hyderabad and to o't9 inch in Berar. 


column of the table shows that in the majority of the divisions the week's rainfall 
has been lighter than usual, but in the Burma divisions, the Bengal Hills, the 
south-west and west divisions of Bengal, the east submontane division of the 
North-West Provinces, the central division of the Punjab, Mysore, ve? ne 
ivisions 


the BomWay Deccan, Khandesh, Berat, Baluchistan and the north 


the east coast the fall has been heavier than usual, the principal cases of excess 
being about 1 inch in Central Burma, Arakan and Orissa and about $ inch in 
Bihar, Bengal Hills, the Bombay Deccan and Baluchistan. In all the remainin; 





oo of India the rainfall has short of the normal, the principal cases 








during the week : 
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ficiency being 3:40 inches. in the Assam Hills, 2°01 inches in the 
» division of Assam and 1:23 inch in East Bengal. ‘With a few exceptions, there 
"was no very heavy rainfall during the week in any part of the country. 


The following were the principal large totals recorded at individual stations. 


The Wdmma a | columns of the table show that the total rainfall for 
to May 13th has been short of the normal over the 

ter part of Upper India as well as over some central districts, but has been 
aa ¢lsewhere—more particularly so over parts of the Peninsula. 





" Er 
iciesss 
it hei 


» South+Bast Punjab 
South do. 


i fost do. 
2 
0 De Tile 
|: North Punjab 
West do. 


33 Malabar... 

Madras South-Central 

BEILOOE I a ee. ig 

jermiore | Se tnt! 

irene y =8, Bombay Deccan” | 

39 Hyderabad North! 
go. KI h . 








5 pi 4 Bees eee 
Cawrrat. Provincts) | 42. Central Provinces West | 
‘AND BRRAR, 43 Do do. Central | 
44 Do do, East 
pat aa 
a Sind st 
36 Baluchistan Hing 
Central India Rast 
Sy 
india West, 
5%, West Rajputana, 
$2, East Coast, en . a 


























Weekly Report on the stata of the Soason and Prospects of 





To THE GAZETTE OF 
| DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURI 


it 


"the Crops. uy 


he - Madras.—For week ending 13th May.—Little or no rain fell during 


‘st Coast and in parts of se pee The water-supply is ee 
hing is in progress in man Ss some s sowings are beit 
Fane’ Thesubiinp ips generly rein good pertinent ean 
in many places, but fodder is available. Cattle are in normal condition. Prices ~ 
are rather higher in the Circars and in parts of the Deccan and onthe West Coast, — 

‘but elsewhere the decline continues. V4 

| Bombay.—/pr week ending 17th May.—Slight rain fell in parts of ten dis- 
tricts during the week. Reaping of late crops continues in Khandesh and That 
and Parkar. Preparations for next season are progressing generally and sowing 
in Kanara and Karachi. Fodder is sufficient, except in parts of Sind and Barote 
territory, Agricultural stock is healthy. Prices have risen in six and fallen in 
four districts ; elsewhere they are stationary, 

Bengal.—For week ending 15th May—There was rain in all parts of the 
Province during the week and agricultural prospects have generally improved. 
Ploughing and early sowings’are proceeding rapidly and the autumn rice and jute 
already sown in. several parts are doing well. he state of sugarcane and 
other young anias in the ground is good. The harvesting of spring rice is still 
ei ‘on. ‘There has been no important change in the price of common rice smee 

« Tastweek. Cattle are generally ingood condition. The fodder-supply is reported 
to be everywhere sufficient, except in parts of Manbhum. . 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 17th May.— 
The weather was generally unsettled during the week with slight showers in parts 
of the Provinces. Spring harvest operations are practically over. Extra crops 
and sugarcane are thriving. Irrigation of the standing crops is being resorted 
to where necessary. Preparations for the autumn crop sowing have begun in. 


, except in the calla Rp ‘of the Cirears, There were Some showers on the 
C i Centi 
lou 


ts. Prospects are favourable. Markets are well-stocked, Fodder is abundant, 
ices have a risiig tendency in some +districts, but are otherwise faitly 
stationary. 


Punjab.—For week ending 17th May.—Rain has fallen in all districts, 
except Jullundur, Mooltan, Ferozepore, Lahore, and Dera Ismail Khan. Reaping 
and threshing of spring ‘crops are still going on ‘and sowing of autumn crops 
continues in Mooltan, Lahore, Amritsar, and Peshawar. ¢ ground “is 
Brepared for sowing in Umball, Sugarcane atid tobacco are being weeded in 

‘sof Sialkot. The crop outturn is reported average in Jullundur and Dera 
mail Khan, The condition of extra spring crops is good in Hissar, Umbglla, 
parts of Peshawar; and fair in Jullundur, Ferozepore, Lahore, and 
mail Khan, Food-stocks are sufficient in Ferozepore, Amritsar, and Peshawar. 
jailstorms did some damage to crops in parts of Shahpur. The condition of — 
4 ioe is poor in Hissar and Delhi; fair in Dera Ismail Khan; and good elsewheré. 

3 ‘order is scarce in Hissar, Delhi, Shahpur, and Dera Ismail Khan, and sufficient 

elsewhere. Prices, especially of wheat, have fallen in Delhi, Umballa, Jullundur, 

. itan, Lahore, and Amritsar, but remained almost unchanged elsewhere. 

Vheat is selling from 1644 to 22, gtam 19} to 23}, maize go to 35, barley go 
, bulrush-millet 18:to 27, great millet 24, and rice 13} to 143 Sets per rupee. 
tral Provinces.—For week ending 16th May.—The weat 


Ce 
f ally cloudy and hot. Slight showers of fell'in thirteen 
‘the wee "The direshing of sea stein 

except Balaghat. Tn Sanger the fab ng clal 


_ the forest concessi ved 
ahua (Bassta latifoh Wisivest, Ab 











8 in most. district Spomuien te ode we 
p' re in mos . tons for the ear 
apr been extended to six other Giaticls id addition to, re 
The condition of the standing crops continues unchangsd. Price 6 
jas risen slightly in Rangoon, Prome, Thongwa, and Pakokku and consid~ 
Bassein and Amherst, and there isa slight fall in Akyab; elsewhere 
. as) ey ij 
—Assatt.—For week ending soth May.—Rain fell in most districts during the 
week. More rain is wanted in Cachar and in parts of Kamrup. Sowing. of 
early rice, planting of sugarcane, and plucking and ma of tea are in 
Prospects of tea are generally goud, but red spider is prevalent in 
: Ni ,,and in parts of Darrang. Land is being prepared for late. 
ice. Reaping of low land trai ted rice is nearly finished in Sylhet where 
the outturn is good. Sowing of jute is finished in Sylhet, but still continues ins 
ra. Prices—common tice—Silchar and Dhubri 16, Gauhati 143, Tezpur 
and Sibsagar 12, Nowgong 14, Sylhet 21, and Dibrugarh 14 seers per rupee. 

Mysore and Coorg.—for week ending 17th May.—Mysore: Rain- 
fall—7o cents in the Civil and Military station. “Rain general and good in parts 
of Hassan. The standing crops are in good condition. Prices have fallen 
slightly in Kolar and Bangalore. Rags (Zieusine coracana) has been sown in 
Kadur and Hassan. » 

‘Cocre : Rainfalt—33 cents. Ploughing for rice continues. Prices. of food= 
grains are stationary. Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. 

Berat and Hyderabad—/or week ending 17th May—Berar: The 
weather is warm with occasional clouds. Preparation of land for the monsoon 
grops continues. | Searcity of fodder and water prevails in parts of the ‘Province. 

ices are fluctuating. 


Hyperasap: Rainfall—6 cents. Harvesting of the winter rice crop _con- 


tinues in parts, and fields are being prepared for monsoon sowings. ce ‘scarcity, sf 


water is felt in certain taluks. ices of grain show a tendency to 
wheat 10, coarse tice to}, and juar 25 seers per current sicca rupee. 

Central India—/or week ending 17th May.—Slight rain with hail fell’ 
in Jhabua and light showers in Bhopal and Indore during the week. Agricultural — 
operations are in progress in Malwa and Bhopawar and have been Completed 
elsewhere. Agricultural stock and pasturage are in good condition. Prices 
are normal throughout Central India, The condition of opium is fair in Malwa, — 

Rajputana.—for week ending 17(h May.—Rainfall ranging from over 


half inch to 18 cents fell at Kerowlee, Bhurtpore, the Deva Lo eee of Jeysul- 


‘mere, Ulwar, Haraoti, Bikanir, and few cents at Jeypore and Kishengarh. Har- 
Vesting and threshing continue. Land is being prepared in Ajmere and else- 


where for the autumn crops. Agricultural stock is in fair to condition, but — 


in Meywar and Haraoti. Fodder scarcity prevails except in three States, 
es are rising in Bhurtpore and Ulwar ; falling in Jhallawar; and are 
elsewhere, Two Peedi ‘emigrated from Merwara during the week. The | 
emigration from Merwara up to date numbers 4,416. The numbers employed on 
telief works were—Ajmere 591, Merwara 4,458, and Marwar 940, The numbet on 
‘gratuitous relief in Ajmere-Metwara was 160.” PricesAjmere 19}, Beawar 23, 
and Marwar 15 seers per rupee, 


 . Kashmir.—for week ending 16th May.—The weather is fine, Prospects 

pees spting crops, are Kae Pres continue below normal. Rice—27 

s per rupee. : 
Jammu PROVINCE.—For week ending 17th May. —There was slight 
ewsek, Prices are generally cee to - Prices—wheat from 18 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
‘PUBLIO WORKS 
RAILWAY STATISTICS. 


No, V or 1899-1900. 
; ‘STATEMENT OF APPROXIMATE GROSS EARNINGS OF INDIAN RAILWAYS, 
at, regards tho figures in gaan Tolat earnings from ie April 1970, auiited figures havo boon wo, wt fae wa pombe. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO 
The Gazette of Endia. 
No. 21.! CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, MAY 27, 1899. 
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Throughout the whole of the present week the pressure conditions over 
‘India have been abnormal. Pressure has been lowest over the Western desert, 


and from North-West India a trough or tongue of relatively low pressure has — 


extended east-south-eastward and south-eastward across Northern India to the 
Orissa or Madras Coast. Asa consequence of this distribution, there has been 
a flow of ait up the Bay, while over Bengal and the Gangetic Plain the wind has 
‘been south-casterly and easterly. Hence the air has been unusually damp, and an 
exceptional amount of rain has fallen over Burma, Bengal and parts of Northern 
India, and the mean temperature over these regions has been much below the 
normal average. Over the central parts of India the winds have been light and 
variable, while over’ the Peninsula the direction has been westerly and north- 
westerly. In these two'regions the weather has been less disturbed than within 
the region of easterly winds, but still dust and thunder storms, accompanied with 
tain, have been fairly frequent. Quite at the close of the week a small storm, 
the third recorded this season, developed at the head of the Bay and gave 
disturbed weather and very heavy rain over Deltaic Bengal. The weather at 
this time was generally cooler than usual except in parts of North-West India 


and of the west of the Peninsula. Alp 


Daily Summary.—Sunday, May 14th—The barometer read lowest over 
the Western desert, relatively low within a tongue which extended from Rajputana 


south-eastward to Ganjam and high over the west of the Peninsula, Burma and 
along the foot the Himalayas. The winds were westerly and north- 
westerly over the Peninsula and south-easterly to easterly over Burma and 
Northern India. The sky was cloudy in places, and rain had received over 
parts of Burma, Bengal, Assam, the North-West Himalayas, the Peninsula and 
some central districts. ‘The amounts were heavyish in parts of Madras and of 
Deltaic Bengal. ‘The heat was less than usual over a large part of Burma, 


Bengal, the east of the North-West and Central Provinces and the east of the 


Peninsula and above the average elsewhere. 


Monday, May 15th.—The barometer had fallen, but there had not been 
much change in the conditions of pressure except that gradients had increased over 
the Bay. The winds were also practically unchanged except that the force was 
ower. There was a good deal of cloud, and rain had fallen fairly generally over 
‘Burma, Assam and Lower Bengal and as scattered showers over the North- 


West Himalayas, the submontane districts of North-West India and some central 


and southern districts, The largest amounts (between 1} inches and 2} inches) 
“were reported from Burma and Bengal. The mean temperature had fallen to below 
the cn Sacer edhe abvionorien and remained low 
and fo Sagara ie aise 
















jae Sake ecole ech the general distri 
rethained westerly and north-westerly over the Peninsula, ly 
easterly in Burma and south-easterly to easterly in Bengal and Northern Andias Gal 
The sky was more or less cloudy except over Central and North-West India. 
Rain had again fallen fairly . generally over Burma, Assam, Bengal, the K: 
Himalayas and the south-west of the Peninsula, while a few local showers 
been received in other parts of the country. The rainfall amounts were unusually 
large over Lower Bengal. 


Wednesday, May 17th—The barometer had risen over Burma, North-East 
India, the Gangetic Plain, the Central Provinces and North Madras and had _ 
fallen or been steady elsewhere. As a result, the tongue of relatively low 
pressure had been moved southward and ran south-south-eastward from North- 
West India to the Coromandel Coast. Otherwise there had been no important 
change. The windS were lighter and somewhat more irregular, but remained 
‘on the whole westerly and north-westerly over Central and Southern India and 
south-easterly to easterly in Burma and Northern India. There was a good 
deal of cloud except in parts of North-West India, Rain had again fallen faitly 
generally over Burma, Assam and Bengal, while scattered showers had occurred 
jn other parts of the country. The largest amounts continued to be reported 
from East Bengal. The weather was cool all over North-East India. 






Thursilay, May r8th.--Pressurehad increased almost everywhere—-briskly 
to rapidly in the north and slightly in the south. Pressure was lowest in the 
north-west, and the tongue of relatively low pressure continued to run south- 
‘eastward and south-south-eastward to the Madras Coast. The winds were 
practically unchanged. Rain continued general and moderately heavy over 
Burma and East Bengal, and a few scattered showers had fallen in other parts 
of the country. The mean temperature was low except in the Punjab, Rajputana, 
Sind, Bombay and the south of the Peninsula. The excess was large in the 
Punjab and the deficiency large in the North-West Provinces, the Central 
Provinces and West Bengal. 


Friday, May roth—Pressure had changed very little, and the pressure 
conditions were practically unaltered, but the barometric differences over the Bay 
were much greater than usual. There had been again no important change in 
the winds, Rain had been general over Ceylon, thé’ south of the Peninsula, 
Burma and East Bengal, and scattered falls were reported from other parts of the 
country. The rainfall had been much heavier than usual and at Colombo had 
been particularly heavy (5°35 inches). The heat had been greater than usual 
overthe Bombay Presidency, Rajputana, Sind, the west of the Punjab, Assam. 


» and Tenasserim and liad been below the normal elsewhere. ale 


Saturday, May 20th—There had been practically no change ah 
barometer or the general,conditions of pressure except at the head of cine 
where pressure had given way rapidly and a small storm had developed, 7 
winds were cyclonic and fresh to strong in force in Deltaic Bengal, but 
unchanged in other places. There was again a good deal of cloud 
North-West India, and general rain was still reported from Burma, 
Bengal (Proper) and the south of the Peninsula, while - scattered showe 
i RS Be Reet iach Island had received 686 
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‘ and in slight Oe parts of the west of the Peninsula, 
© Tenasserim. . 


is coe 


case has kept temperature low in this locality, while the south-east winds, which 
have blown from Bengal into Upper India, have carried these low temperatures 
‘north-westward up the Gangetic Plain as far as the east of the Punjab. These 
winds did not extend beyond the East Punjab, and the West Punjab, Rajputana 

__and Sind have been steadily under the influence of excessive temperatures, _ 


The following table gives the mean temperature variation data for the week : 





May 1899. 
Province, 





sath | agth | x60} ayn | agen] sgt | oth 





Burma . 
‘Assam 


eee 
Bihar 
Chota Nagpur 
N.-W, P. and Oudh 
Punjab 
Sin 
jputana 
Gujarat Z 
Central India i 
‘Central Provinces! gf 
Berar. 
West Coast . 


Menai ic, 
Madras Deccan. 
‘South India . 
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‘Mean for whole of India «| +06) +03] —o1| —o-4| —o-4] —o'g|—1-4 























Except on the 2oth, when it was in some defect, the mean temperature of the 
whole country was very nearly normal on each day of the week. The provincial 


-variations exhibited, however, large departures from the normal, thus in Rajputana. 


and Sind the excess averaged as much as 4°8°, while in Chota Nagpur the defi- 
-ciency averaged as much as 63°. In the Punjab, Sind and Rajputana the heat 
was more or less excessive and in Burma, Bengal, Orissa, Bihar and Chota 

"Nagpur more or less deficient on each day of th ie week, but in most provinces the 
gee rapt ra eg fare ne 





considera large 
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Temperature.—The raialall around the Bay area (but particularly i the 
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_ conditior ‘Pressure : 
Cacia ees edad ovr lode Leg week under review. Large press 
differences have existed over the Bay, and a fresh southerly wind has blown 
from the Bay into Burma and Bengal, and backing to south-east and east has 
passed on up the Gangetic Plain as far as the south-east of the Punjab and the « 
‘Kumaun Himalayas. Over the whole of the area, influenced by these’winds, the 
rainfall of the week has been generally heavier than usual, while over parts of 
“Burma and of Bengal the rainfall was unusually constant for the time of year. 
In the central parts of the country and over the Peninsula the winds were 
generally northwesterly and westerly during the week, while the rainfall was 
generally light and scattered, falling ordinarily duting the occurrence of dust and — 
thunder storms. . The rainfall returns show that in Burma rain fell almost daily 
during the week ; in-Assam also, the rainfall was almost daily ; in Bengal the fall 
was scattered throughout the week except in Orissa where rain occurred on the 
y5th, 16th-and 2oth, and in Bihar when it occurred on the 16th, 17th and 18th; 
over the Gangetic Plain’ rain occurred on different days throughout the week, 
while in the Punjab there were a few scattered showers mainly on the 14th, 1gth 
and 16th. Inthe west of the Peninsula the rainfall mainly occurred on the 
14th and 16th and in the east on the 14th, 15th and 16th.and again on the 19th, 
while over the central districts of India the fall was mainly on the 14th and 15th, 







The rainfall table at the close of the summary shows, that during the week 
under review, rain fell in all the rainfall divisions of India. except Gujrat, Kathiawar, 
Sind, Baluchistan, Western Rajputana and the Jaipur division of the East Coast 
(North), but in the case of South Bihar, the South Punjab, the West Punjab, the 
Konkan and Kbandesh the average actual rainfall of the week was less than 
one-tenth of an inch, so that the rainfall was either actually or practically miZ in all 
the above eleven divisions. In all the other divisions effective rain was received, 
the amounts varying from 7°34 inches in East Bengal, 3°94 inches in the Surma 
division of Assam and 3’8g inches in Deltaic Bengal, to o'14 inch in the North 
Punjab, 0:19 inch in the Bombay Deccan, o'10 inch in Berar, or13 inch in 
the central division of the Central Provinces, 0°12 inch in the east of Central 
India and o'1t inch inthe south division of Hyderabad. The third column 
of the table shows that the week's rainfall exceeded the average normal rainfall 
in Central and be Burma and Arakan, the Assam Valley, all the Bengal 
diyisions, except Chota Nagpur and South Bihar, all the North-West Provinces 
divisions, the Punjab Hills, Mysore, Berar, all the Central Provinces divisions, 
‘the north and south divisions of the East Coast and the central and south- 
central divisions of Madras. In all the remaining divisions the week's rainfall 
was less than usual. The excess was greatest in the north-east and amounted to 
"69 inches in East Bengal, 2'87 inches in Deltaic Bengal and over 1 inch 
Upper Burma, Arakan, North Bengal, the Bengal Hills and North Oudh. 
‘The principal cases of deficiency were 3°54 inches in Tenasserim and 3'14 
inches in the Assam Hills. 
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The three concluding columns of the table show ‘that the rainfall for the 
period February 26th to May 2oth has been less than the normal (by 20 per cent. 


e8sereztes 


‘or more) in Tenasserim, the west submontane and hill districts of the North- — 


‘West Provinces, all the Punjab divisions, the central division of the Central 
Provinces, Kathiawar, the east of Central India and Western Rajputana, In 
all the other places the total rainfall has been normal or in excess of the normal. 
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the Crops. 
20th May—Rain fell almost throughout the 
was considerable for the season in -parts 





epg ute sufficient for the season. Cultivation is proceed: 
ing, such crops as are "standing being generally in good condition.’ Pasture “is 
seanty, but fodder is sufficient and the condition of cattle i is serait good., 
Ria ap shnast stationary. 
- Bombay.—for meek ending 24th May.—There was moderate or light rain 
Jn parts of seven districts during the week. Preparations for monsoon cultivation 
ee abe and sowing is going on in Karachi, Shikarpur, and 


t in parts of Sind and Baroda ‘territory. 

canara. F; P: 

sein stack i Sealy Prices have risen in fourand fallen in three ais- 
ricts ; elsewhere they 2 ate stationary. 


Bengal.—For week ending 22nd May.—The weather throughout the ask 
was unsettled and rain varying in amount fell all over the Prayinge. 1 9 99 
parts of Bengal Proper the rain was in excess of present agricultural Te 
*Ploughing and early sowings are going on and sugarcane and other crops 
ground are doing well. The: harvesting of spring rice is proceedin, e price 
‘of common rice shows a slight rise in some districts, but is on. ll abgle 
stationary. The fodder-supply is generally reported to be sufficient. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending eat May— 
Rain has been general during the week, the falls being -heaviest in the sub- 
montane and eastern districts. The standing crops are doing well and are being 
















irrigated where necessary. The extra ctops are being harvested “in parts. 


Weeding of sugarcane has begun, “Preparation of fields for the autumn crops 
and sowings, continue. Prospects are favourable and supplies and fodder are 
sufficient. Prices have risen in a few districts, but are otherwise stationary to 
falling. 





ings utumn crops continue 
are being weeded in Sialkot and ground 
for autumn sowings is being prepa din Umballa. ‘The outturn. is reported 
“average in-Hissar, Jullundur, Lahore, and Dera Ismail-Khan, (Che condition of — 
“the extra spring crops is good in Umballa,Sialkot, and, Peshawar ; 


> Gin Delhi, Jullundur, Ferozepore, pea and Dera =. Khan 
Hissar ee 








z 
a 





dur, Rawalpindi, and Peshawar ; and remained unchanged elsewhere. x 
selling from 17 to 23, barley 32, gram 19} to 22}, maize 28 to 25 ereat let yi 
24, bulrush-millet 18 to 27, and rice 13} 'to 14 seers per rupee. 


Central Provinces.—For week ending 23rd May.—The weather has sce nee 
generally cloudy and hot with high winds. Rain has fallen in all districts, except. 
Jubbulpore and Chanda, Raipur received nearly 2 inches and Bilaspur over an 
inch. The threshing of the spring crops has been completed in all the districts. 
Preparation of land for autumn crops is in progress. In Saugor the labouring 
classes complain of want of work. About 2,208 persons are in receipt of relief in 
the Damoh district. Water is scarce in parts of Mandla, Chhindwara, ‘Chanda, 
and Bhandara. Fodder is insufficiént in parts of six districts. The price of 
wheat, rice, and juar has fallen in some districts and has risen in others. The 
cheapest prices are—wheat 20, gram 35, rice 23, and juar'a6 seers per rupee 5 
the dearest prices are—wheat 14, gram 18, rice 10, and juar 22 seers per rupee. 





Burma.—For week ending 20th May.—In Lower Burma ploughing has 
commenced in parts of Thongwa and Amherst. In Upper Burma reaping of dry 
‘weather paddy continues in Thayetmyo, Bhamo, Katha, Shwebo, the Lower and 
Upper Chindwin and is completed in Pakékku and, in parts of Mandalay, 
Ploughing for early wet weather crops is going on in most districts. Sowing of 

5 “early paddy on hill sides in Bhamo, Myitkyina, and the Ruby Mines district and 
“fn the Shan Statés ; transplanting’in Kyaukse; sowing of cotton in Sagaing ; and 
° of upland crops in parts of Meiktila and Yamethin havecommenced. The stand- 
‘ing crops are doubtful in Katha ; fair in the Ruby Mines district ; poor in parts of 
Mandalay ; and good elsewhere. The price ‘of paddy has fallen in Amberst, 
Bassein, Prome, and Myingyan and has risen in the Upper Chindwin and in 
Thongwa ; elsewhere it is stationary. 

Assam.—For week ending 19th May.—The weather is seasonable. Sowing 
of early rice, planting of sugarcane, and plucking and manufacture of tea are in 
progress. Prospects of tea are generally good, but red spider is prevalent in 
parts of Darrang. Land/is being prepared for late rice; reaping Sof low land 
‘transplanted rice is nearly finished in Sylhet and the outturn is good. Sowing of 
jute is finished in Goalpara. Prices—common rice—Sylhet 21, Dhubri 16, 
Gauhati 15, Tezpur and Sibsagar 12, and Nowgong and Dibrugarh 14 seers per 
Tupee. 

Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 24th May.—Mysore : Rainfall— 
a inches 23 cents jn the Civil and Military station and rain general and good 
in parts of the Province. Prospectsare favourable. Prices have slightly fallen in 
Kolar and Kadur; and risen in Tumkur and Hassan, Ragi (Lleusine coracana) 
has been sown in parts of Mysore, Kadur,‘and Hassan. 

Cocre : Rainfall—18 cents. Ploughing for rice continues, Coffee-berries 
are forming. Prices of food-grains are stationary. Water and fodder for cattle 

© are sufficient, * 

Berar and Hyderabad.—/or week ending 24th Ne The 
| weather is hot and cloudy. Breaking wp of land for the ensuing monsoon ctoP 
“ sontinues. “Fodder is ingufficient in parts of the Wun aa Fas 4 
* supply is inadequate in parts of the Province. Presse sks ea Ss 











‘Searcity continues to be felt. Prices of grain are stationary, Prices—wheat 10, 
"goarse tice 10}, and jowari 25 seers per current sicca rupee. 


"Central India —Por meek ending 24th May.—Slight rain fell auch ie the 
week in all Agencies, except Bundellthand. Agricultural 
comp Agricultural stock and pasturage are in good condi pita 
above in Bundelkhand and normal elsewhere. 


Pajnntent or week ending 24th May—Rain mane from about se 

inches to 11 cents fell at Pertabgarh, Meywar, Kotah, Haraoti, Ajmere, Kerowlee, _ 
Dholepore; and Bhurtpore. Agricultural operations are Proceeding satisfac- 
torily. Land is being prepared in all parts for the autumn crops. Agriculttiral 
‘stock is in fair to good condition. Fodder scarcity prevails in the States mentioned 
fast week. Prices aye rising in Jhallawar and Bhurtpore ; and are steady else- 
where. The numbers employed on relief works were—Ajmere 413, Merwara 
4,644, and Marwar 935. There are 238 persons on ordinary works and 191 on 
gratuitous relief in Ajmere-Merwara., Prices—Ajmere 20, Beawar- 22, and 
Marwar 15 seers per rupee, Arrangements are being mane to supplement the 
awater-supply in Kherwara, where wells are failing. 

Kashmir.—For week ending 23rd May.—The weather is fine. Prospects 
sof the) spring crops are excellent. Prices continue below normal, bse: 
a per rupee. 

“Jamu “PROVINCE.—Report not received. 

Nepal.—For week ending 20th May.—Rainfall—r'16 inches. cpheintiehes 
is seasonable. Sowing of indian-corn and upland rice is still in progress. » Wheat. 
Prospects are good, Rice—g} seers per rupee. 











7 * M, FINUCANE, 
Offg. Secretary to the Government of india. 
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‘Read the undermentioned Papers— 


Derg Ree nd Agriculture Circular to Local Government 
| __. istrations, No. orn a xgth — 1894. 
Department of Revenue ani are Circular to Local Governments and Adm 
istrations, No. 1727-6) dated the 13th December 1894. i 
spateh to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, Nq. 74, dated the arst 
October 1897. 
Despatch from Her Majest; rt Serary of Sine fo India, No. 16 (Revenue), dated 
f the igih Janay 19 3 






RESOLUTION, 


The Governor General in i Connell is pleased to pieantite the following 
revised rules for regulating the grant by Local Governments of licenses to 
explore and prospect roreioneals and the grant of mining Apsnesss in British India: 


Rules for the grant of licenses by Local Governments to and prospect for 
Minerals, and of Mining Leases in_ 
The following rules regulating the grant by Local Governments of licenses to. explore 
and cal pacer ead Rut ade o gates ol wes dd waisgrals fate Gomes te = 
By the Gove nor General in Council and. sanctioned by the Secretary of State for 








ad eon nga ieee ae Satara otherwise Pi i 
. tl rules, except | revi ion of the Secret of State 
dia in Council, or with that of be ee rl Coancil ander “any gene. ‘or 

raat which he may haye eereied ¢ in this behalf from the said Secretary of 


In these rules— ree 
Collector means the Revenue Officer in charge of the district ; 
‘Local Government includes a Chief Commissioner ; and 
Person includes any persons, syndicate,, sackaerabig, ‘or Company. : 
Alicense oleate under these rules may be granted to any person in ce 
eat oF tbo persan of any Bl the persons to" whom it is granted i shall it 
benefit of his legal Baie 










rial ‘nifantionse 


me paaen a has pclae tte Mee eee reg are 


one" hp aa ee sae 


pce Sak oe a for, ae Yon further 
fete ‘the same authority, and_ ag ba eae tre 
Se atk ceeaiae’ Rs. to, a3 the onal Government may esha 
shall be Fra Gores aes found 
, aero ras ey whether he has takes st Ranterste nok the case of 
such I be at such rate, not eee ety be fixed 
license, anc ing the case of an unlicensed Sete be ie eve cee the value. 
Neglect to the discovery stone eee 
“ re of the license and alo ae spin 
“mining or prospecting lease favourably considered. 
ies Siete etre no exclusive or preferential Serve but in 5 conierog rival 
‘claims for a prospecting license or mining lease, due regard to operations con- 
ducted ander cover es exploring Ti ee 


Prospecting Licenses. _ t rl 


(1) A license to mits jpect for minerals or mineral oil, called hereinafter a 

Tice all confer on the licensee the sole right, subject to the conditions conta’ 

license, to mine, quarry, bore, dig and search for, win, work, and carry away any pepe 
‘or mineral oil specified in.the license, and lying or being within, under, or throughout the 
_Tand specified in the license. 


(2) A prospecting license shall only be granted with respect to land in which the 
tines; mineral, of, tlneral ollsare the property of the Government, and shall apply aly 
to the area described in the license. “fh : 


10. No prospecting license shall be granted except to a person 

Caicranett anh sug pera Rie Colonie tomate ne 

respect’of each license such sum, not being less than Rs. 100, a8 the 

‘lao, Gr give aocacity. to the lke amoust tothe satistction of the Collector, 

such deduction on account of compensation for surface damage or otherwise as the | 

tor may order, the amount of any deposit made under this Fule, should the 

ipieds Wacsene bc eia of uy colugr duno) wll op Carried ti a erst ak ra fol Oe 


rents and royalties payable under bis lease, and should he decine or fal to obeain any such 
fesse ts alseesls Onli be reed ot # 


tt, (1) Every application for a prospecting license shall, unless the Local Government 
shall in any case otherwise: direct, be made to the Collector of the district, in which the 
land or some part of the land with respect to which the license is required is situate, 
(2) Every such application shall contain the following particulars, namely : 
(a) the name, residence, and profession of the applicant ; 
(6) a description, as acourate as possible, and illustrated by sketch, of 


situation, ‘boundaries, and area of the land with ped, Pais the tes 
“is required ; and 


(©) @ specification of the mineral or minerals for which th> applicant desires to 
prospect. 


ion shall-be accompanied by a certificate that the applicant bas been 
oer ee ener sigeatare of one of its:secretaries. 








(1) Name of applicant. vr 


(2) Date, 

(3) Residence of applicant, ‘i 

(4) Situation of the land. t 

(5) Boundaries, 

(6), Estimated area, F 

(7) Date of certificate of approval of applicant by the Local Government. 

(8), Date of license, 

(9) Rent and royalty payable, 

(10) Period for which granted. 

15, Every. prospecting license shall contain such conditions as may in any. particular 
case: socat:noseseary, and hall in all cases chotaly the folowing Goudie 
The term for which the license shall be granted shall be one or such 
0 Scnice waa ties diay éaliey “TSS loeada my: be renesied by 
the Collector for a further term not exceeding two years, whenever he is 
soeaicd thatthe licenses fas been peevented fram sceplecing bis east a 
¥ the land by any cause other than his own default, 

Gi) A moderate rent not exceeding one rupee per acre shall be paid for the land 
‘covered by the license, 

(ii) The licensce shall pay a royalty at a rate not exceeding 15 per cent. of the 

He ralac tet padclene theca Mesto cane away, and a royalty at the rates 

ified in Schedule C on all other minerals won and carried away over and 
above such quantity as the Collector, subject to the orders of the Gov- 
‘ernment, may allow to be taken free for purposes of experiment. 

(iv) No land in the occupation of any person shall be entered upon without the con- 
sent of the occupier, and no trees, standing crops, or other private 
shall be cut or in any way injured without the consent of the owner thereof, 

(v) The licensee shall make and pay reasonable satisfaction and compensation for all 
Injory. which may be done Deshi in tacecias ofthe powecs grabied by ine 
license, and shall indemnify the Government against all claims which may be 
made by third parties in respect of any such damage or injury. : 

(vi) The licensee shall not cut or injure any tree on unoccupied and unreserved land 
without the permission of the Collector in writing. 

{viiy Such license cannot be-assigned nor can any right or interest thereunder be 
transferred without the consent of the Local Government, 

(viti) In case of any breach on the part of the licensee of any of the five lust pre- 
ceding clauses, the Collector may summarily revoke the license, and there- 
upon all rights conferred thereby or enjoyed thereunder shall cease, 

(ix) The licensee shall, within six months next after the determination of the license 


‘or the date of jhe abandonment of the undertaking, whichever shall first occur, 
securely plug any bores and fill up or fence any holes or excavations 


may have made in the land to. such extent as the Collector may require, and 
cotton ica wnbentouceed-ske’ alarlaos OE the lanl nnd mite ager 
thereon which he may have damaged in the course of prospecting : Provided 

; that this clause shall not apply to any land held under a 


, Should iestion of axis the “any. matter f 
etiiag ecsetiet ‘ee ore per ie cea comers cee nfo : 
amount or payment of the rent or royalty made payable thereby, seshal i 

in dif shall be decided by the Locai Gov. s 
in diferente a by the enment, whose decision shall 


: 16, On or before the determination of his license the licensee shall havea right, 
Wishectite thersles terctanipanconiaree— ‘ PRE Sine 


“in the mineral oil or mineral : to 
i estopped af agen oar sey pee g 

















é pists 6 and shall furnish the Local Gove 
eee irehisnitais tai tay aeucate st 
(x) ek lessee shall allow any officer authorised ne ae 
techalf to enter upon the premises compe 
“inspecting the same ;_ i fs 
» (Xi) the lessee shall without delay a the Collector a report 1¥ accident 
which may occur at or in the said A erase ol alietie log therein of 
any mineral not specified in the lease; 
{xif) should the ot rent reserved scans paste ‘by the lease be not 
‘thin too et next after the date ‘the lease for the te nt pid i 
the same, the Local Government may. Fe the said premises and des- 
ti a ee ee ‘therein, hate pena 
them until the rent or due and all costs and expenses 
.yment thereof shall be fully pa‘d ;and, if any roy: 
or rent sg ay in at any time unpaid for six calendar myths after the date: 
which it is due, the Government may determine the lease and ba: 
possession of the premises comprised there’ 
in case of any a tcseyse Taea the as of any ‘covenant or condition ~ 
. tontamed ‘Government may soteraiine: the lease an 
“vake possession of the : 
(xiv) at the end or sooner determination of the lease, the lessee shall deliver up the 


said premises and all mines (if any) dug therein in a proper and workman- 
ie arate sive ih respect of Say VOKICE as to vthehi she Lschl Govertweetid 


may have sanctioned abandonment ; 
estion or dispute arise regarding the lease or any matter or 
ng connected miss the mises and miverale at os ea w feat of O° hone nf 
al j, or the amount or payment of or ss 
pi payable by the pets, the matier in difference shall be decided by fa 
Local Government, whose decision thereon shall be final, 


No leave ofa mine of stones shall be granted excep! 
east x th Se eee pine and End at th Coe 
hed by Rinios 17 acne nani ie Gorezacr Geaecal {a Ciuc) oeiesegeer 


icalh yea eaiay overnment, 
t General Provisions as to Liccitses and Leases, 


operations conducted under the authority ofthese rules within a reserved | 
ee 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


Rew 


Synopsis of the frnanctut transactions for, and to end of, the year 1898, 





» 

No, 114-A.R,, dated Simla, the 18th May, 1899.) i 
1 RESOLUTION—By the Government of India, Public Works Department, 
Read the following :, ® ; 


ote by JA. R:sBacuten, aq. Recourbint Géaceal mum W seks | Department on Rime 
sd dc cn danse emenciana ck or Ham loted Walicay ix he yous soe ee 
? : : w. 


In continuation of my note No. 267 R. of 17th May 1898, Ghee to submit, 
for the information of the Government of India, a synopsis of the financial trans- 
actions of the East Indian Railway from the date of its purchase by the State 
(1st January 1880) to the close of the year 1898. * « 













‘3 2. The Capital Expenditure of the East Indian Railway may be thus stated. 
| Under the Purchase Act, 42 and 43 Vict, Cap. CCVI, the Capital Stock 
of the Company was. taken over by Government at a commuted value of £125 
for every £100 of Capital Stock : Ra a 
‘The share capital of the Company, amounting to. £26,200,000, was 
accordingly stated at oe aaa 0 s+ 32;7§0,090 
Under the same Act the debentures and cebenture stock were 
taken over by Government, and amounted to... ss 41450/000 
‘TOTAL sss $7)200,000 
Rs. 
The Company had at grst December 1879 overdrawn, 
from Government on Capital Account s+ 26 45,269 
‘The cost of the land taken up for the Railway and. 
paid for by Government had been ... ws 59)26,183 
and the further outlay to close of the year 1898 fro 
eeuty Government from borrowed moneys, and from 
tures raised by the Company has been = w i 
Rs. 
‘On Construction Account ... ++ 692,186,607 
» Stores Suspense Account {2 1,10,38,070 
}) Capital Advance Account Ih 811,683 t 
——— 1 9443,082 L met 
8,80,14,534 


Deduct—Asscts on the gist December 1879, received 
by Government on purchase of the line. 
and made over to the Company— 

Rs. 
‘Stores in stock ... 
Balance’ ofieaehcasd other. Mi ed 





8 
Realization by the sale of surplus and a phi 


obsolete stores ‘nally 
Re eng ot iaen sale 
‘receipts if fee S eat 













r - 
Pa Teenie 9) Rete 


gross trafic earings were. 5,97,96,060 
ge oe ‘os 1,85,76,596 


and the net rarige of ors AY ses 4)12,19,464, 






















* — 
ad } 
Then tons of wig the East nde Railway affected the 1 
~ of the Gove of India in the manner and to the extent exhibited in 
following patagraphs. @ 
The liabilities incurred by the Government of India in ¢ connection with the 
i hase of the East Indian Raney. are as follows 
Capital Interest. 
Sterling liabilitie ; £ 
fh eh é é 
(a) Debenture stock sss 1)500,000 671500, 
‘ipa. te ees 
iat 1,508,500 


‘Zess—Annual payment for redemption of Capital 4. 85,500 





Net sterling annual liability ... 1444/00 which 
at 15°8943 per tupee=Rs, 2,17,88,943. 


6. The liabilities incurred by Government since the purchase of the line 
have been— 

















Rs. 
Debentures of old Company discharged mets 3154,66,835 
Debentures raised by uew Company (£1,550,000) 2,68,80,832 
Rs. 
Construction Account 6,92,16,697 + | 
Stores Suspeuse Account 1,10,38,070 
Capital Advance Account. Pere fee ‘ 
19443,082 
% Less—Outlay met from debentures raised by cate 
the Company ww 2,68,80,832 5,25,62,250 
Land charges by the State ate ov 59,26, 183, | 
Capital overdrawn at time of purchase sa. 26,45,260 7 
7 
f 12,34,81,369 





Core Ces Sas ai Hat value of 
over tothe | 









sh oem 














: ‘Net earnings ae 
i emer es liabilities in connection with the pur- * 
ae gies, 443,000 at 15°89 434. alae betircy 
Interest on res, £37,003 -.. 558,083, 
Interest on rupee liabilities— x # 
Interest on outlay to goth June 189§, including 
- Jand charges, Rs. 8,13,35.890 at 4 per cent. 32,53,436 \ 
© Interest on subsequent outlay, 21. — Rs, ‘ 
® From ist July 1895 to grat December 1897 27,509,170 
; Hall outlay dushag 88 ( 33,06.918) eis | 
4 2 Spe 53 ai 
, 4448,329 a, 
bi at sip percent, s+ i) 1,55,692 ‘ ; 
Payment of surplus profits to the Comy vee 24,099,244 * 
Payinent to the Company's Provident Fand cc. i295 
Total payments... Be ve 2,86,68,103 
adi Net prot'to Government. ces te assay 
|The corresponding net profit was— Rs. 
: i in 1897... # a s+ -1424,81,903 
he 9 1896 ee . Spans 1789472 
f = a * 70,76.494 
» ii “ 56,27,445, 
» ~ “ie é He 85,22,279 
» ay oo 73,98:75¢ 
8. The Capital anita on ie undertaking may be ee as under— ‘ 
Sterling (vide paragraph 2)... ss wey 394200;000 
Rs. 
Converted into Indian currency at the average rate 
of rg:961d. per rupee at time of purchase... se 44172,72,180 
Rupee debt” a7 Rs. 11,43:63,210 
Less—-Rupee value of debentures cincharged 
(vide 6, ante) oe 35406,835 F 
+———— _7,88,96,375 
TOTAL wee 52j61,68,555 © % 
The interest at 1 per cent. on this Capital would be sey 52,61,686 rast 





It follows from this that— 
() the net earnings of the railway are 44%, or 783 per cent. on the 
. Capital ‘aves by the eieerniieat in it; ie 

i (ii) the burden which Government bears in respect of it is SAIS, or 5'4 
per cent. 5 : 
(iii) the clear profit to Government is 2°38 per cent. 











he] 





forwarded to the Consulting Engmeer to the Government of India f 
Calcutta, and to the ‘Department of Finance and ore EG fori of 






: OndER.—Ordered that a copy of the note and accompaniment 
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Weather Review of India for tho Week ending at 8 am. on 
Saturday, May 27th, 1899. Pree 


m 


Weather conditions’ have been somewhat unsettled over Northern India 
during the week under review. The small storm, which developed at the head 
hte Bay at the close of the previous week, passed into Central Bengal 
‘disappeared during the first two days of the present week. It was succeed 
bey saother Salt vee) Sight stbren Gece SURE YP 


tions of the weather were similar to those which had prevailed during the 
vious week, Pressure was low over the Punjab, relatively low within a trough 
Tunning from North-West India to the head of the Bay and bs aan in Ceylon 
vand the south of the Bay. Accompanying this distribution of pressure were 
westerly and north-westerly winds over the Peninsula, southerly winds in Burma 
and at the head of the Bay and easterly winds in North Bengal and the North 
Gangetic Plain. On the 26th these conditions changed somewhat, a rapid 
barometric fall occurring in Northern India by which the trough of low pressure was 
transferred northward to the foot of the hills. At the same time the easterly winds 
ceased in Northern India and the westerly winds from the Peninsula and the 
_ Central Provinces extended northwardinto the Gangetic Plain. The most marked 
fours of the weather during the past week have been the general heavy rai 
ch has been brag up to Burma by the southerly winds and the ver igh 
eo which have prevailed throughout the week over North-Western 


Daily Summary.—Sunday, May 21st—The barometer had fallen briskly 
to rapidly over parts of Bengal, and the small storm which was shown near 
Ss: island on the 20th was shown near Bogra and Mymensingh: Rain had 
been heavy/and general over East and Lower Bengal. Elsewhere conditions 
were fairly normal, though peprate differences were somewhat greater than usual’ 
The southerly wind over Burma was giving moderate general rain over that 

ince, while a few light to moderate scattered showers had been received over 

India, the.cer districts and the Peninsula. Large contrasts of tem- 
_ perature were shown, for, while the mean temperature was as much as op see 
- than usual at Mooltan, it was 10° lower at Burdwan, Gorakhpur and Chaiba: 
So haa Peninsula the tem ure variations were much’ smaller, but 
w -was on the whole cooler than usual: 
. Monday, May 22nd.—Pressure had decreased briskly over North- 
sed geet BE Morten loa dover Burma, while iad creased ig 

eninstila and slightly to briskly over East Bengal. The smi 

‘East Bengal had filled up, and the pressure differences over India general 
increased, but otherwise t had not been much change. The winds were 
generally westerly and north-westerly over the Peninsula and the central 

dia, sout! _(south-west—south-east) over Burma and b 

aa is é fader of the ge tab toe slash. 
‘Bengal ceased, biit showers were report rom parts ins 
and the west of the Peninsula, The mean temperature had ri 


Bengal, but the weather remained lh ler than usual except in 
Eppa ue the Wer pie coeaaie a 


Tuesday, May 2grd.—Pressure had 


c readings were lowest in the Punjab, 
highest in Malabar and Ceylon, 
: 








by: b fest Bengal on the 23rd, which — 
in its turn disappeared on the 24th or 25th. Ue. to this date the general gts : 





a at stations being considerable to large. Elsewhere 

was fine with a few d showers, The mean temperature 

d i sale over lu India and generally slightly to moderately 
isewhere. 






#h.—Pressure had increased over the Punjab, the North- 
! t Bengal and decreased elsewhere. Barometric readings 
were lowest over the Punjab, whence a trough of relatively low pressure ran south- 
"eastward to Orissa, ‘Ihe. pressure differences were nearly as large as on the 
preceding days. The winds were little altered, and the westerly winds were stron, 
toa gale in different parts of thé country. Burma had received gene 





tain, while scattered showers had been received over Ben; ssam, the North+ 
‘West Provinces, the North-West Himalayas and the west ¢ Peninsula. The 
mean ew agian was high over North-West India as well as over the east and 


‘south of the Peninsula, but was generally lower than usual elsewhere. a 


Thursday, May 25th—The barometer had risen briskly over the west. of 
the “North-West Provinces and the east of the Punjab and had fallen briskly 
over West Bengal, but elsewhere the changes were small. The pressure distribu- 
_tion was hence practitally unaltered, and the winds were generally the same as on 
the preceding days, Rain had fallen generally over. Burma, Assam, East Bengal 
and the south-west of the Peninsula, and a few light scattered showers were 
ar from other parts of the country, but in general the weather was fine. 

heat was greater than usual over North-Western and less than usual over 
North-Eastern India, while over the Peninsula it was nearly normal. 3 


Friday, May 26th-—The barometer had fallen briskly to rapidly along. the 
foot of the hills, and the trough of low pressure had been transferred northward 
to the Himalayan region. This was the only important change, but under its * 

~ influence the easterly current of air in the north had contracted and almost 
disappeared. Elsewhere the pressure conditions and the winds were little 
cnet Rain had continued to fall generally over Burma and Malabar, 
but elsewhere the weather was fine or nearly so. The mean temperature was 
low over Burma, the west of the Central Provinces and North Bombay, but was 
generally excessive elsewhere, ae 


Saturday, May 27th,—Pressure had decreased over Northern India and ins ~ 
creased over the Peninsula, Pressure was lowest and much below the nortnal over 
the west of the Punjab, while it was relatively low over the North Gangetic Hes 
and highest in the extreme south of India. Pressure gradients were very steep 
the time of year. The winds were variable over the Punjab and along the’ west 
coast, easterly close to the foot of the hills in Northern India and about normal 
elsewhere. The force was fresh to strong over a large part of the country. The 
rainfall had been heavy and general in Burma, and showers had been ‘received 
over parts of Assam, Bengal and the west of the Peninsula. The mean 
temperature was low over Burma and parts of Bombay and the Central Provinces, 

_ but elsewhere the heat was excessive. 
















‘ Temperature.—There were very large _and marked contrasts of tem) 
over Lait India during the week. This was specially noticeable on the # 
}and 27th. i 





See lace pate Vie acces coups oy va ieeanor each dan 
Sunday May arst. , Multan. . 4 9°79 Gorakhpur 
Monday n and. Multan. . 4 gto” Thayetmyo 


























"The mean temperature of the whole country for the whole week was very 

nearly normal, and on most days of the week this was likewise the case; but on 
the 21st there was some deficiency and on the 27th some excess. The provincial 
variations show that the mean temy was excessive throughout the week 


in North-West India and during most of the week in the Madras coast and 
ining provinces the heat was ger . 





South India districts, but that in the remaii 
Jess than usual. 
‘The following were the highest maxima reported on each day : 
_ May ast. sss TESTY at Jacobabad. 
3119:2° Do. 
120'0” 


He ata was psy but 

a tcen scattered throughout the 

than in the two ane divisions ; over the Gangetic Plain 

et nerally on the 21st and 24th and in the Punjab on the 21st; 
oast rain occurred daily, while in other parts of the Peninsula 

ipa Packs scattered jpronptsat the week; in the Central Provinces also. 


BiMeeocsices irregularly during the week. 


of the Sigs shows that no rain vile 
Mest ppt 1 Gi Kathiawar, 
he Jaipur of the east coast, and ‘ai 
pie ee te aah division of the North-West Provinces, the 
East, a "ed North Punjab, the west of the Central Provinces, Central 
India and the east of ces With the exception of these fifteen divisi 
“effective rain was received throughout the whole country, the avera; ‘scat 
eee ranging from 8°65 inches ia Tenasserim, 8:20 inches in Arakan, 7°86. 
in Deltaic Burma, 7°30 inches in the Surma division of Assam and 5°26 
in the hill division of Assam, to o'tt inch in the Central Punjab, 0°13 inch ~ 
in the submontane division of the’ Punjab, 016 inch in. Coorg, 012 inch i 
the central division of the Central Provinces and 0°13 inch in South Madras. 


The third column of the table shows that the week’s rainfall has been heavier — 
_ than usual in 23 of thes rainfall divisions, vtz., Tenasserim, Deltaic and Upy 

Burma, all the Assam divisions, all the Bengal divisi (except North 
and South Bihar), all’ the North-West Provinces divisions (except the central), 
the Bombay Deccan, the east of the North-West Provinces and the central 
divisions of Madras. The greatest excess was in the deltaic division of Burma 
and the Surma division of Assam where it exceeded 3 inches. In all the divisions, 
except the 23 quoted above, the rainfall has been short of the normal, but except 
in parts of the south-west of the Peninsula the deficiency has been small. 


The following were the principal large totals recorded at individual stations — 
during the week: " 














Burma, . . . Bassin. . » . «+ 16°96 inches. 
me Sandoway + 0. | 5 1830) 
Assam . . . Sylhet . . . + 1304 
Baga! 2a. Uae Ol yamcaeaipy sao ich 
Kuriaram (Rungpur) . 6 1937p 
Bihar Sy eo Ny Araria (Parnes) 503 SL Sled Nag lrg: i 
Malabar. «5 Quilon... a eae de a ROOD A : 
Malwan (Ratdagie). aS av ciasy rag recall he 
Madras* . Nundyal (Kurnool)... 28 iS 


The three concluding sel show that the rainfall for the whole le 
from February 26th to date has been short of the normal over the hill division 
of the North-West enesie all the Pun; 238 divisions, the central division of the | 
Central Provinces, Gujarat, ceatharas, 
the south adios ce a 
‘seasonal rainfall 


entral India, Western Rajputana and 
wr In, vi the remaining divisions the total 5 
the normal. ‘ 
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Epil 3.2 ‘ - * “ 
Report on the state of the Season and Prospects of 
i 
heat at sie 
—For week ending 27th May.—There was seasonable rainfall on 
the West Coast and showers almost throughout the remainder of ne Presidency 
during'the week. The water-supply is normal. Ploughingin many parts 
sowings onthe West Coast have begun. The standing crops are in good condi- 
mn. re is scanty, but fodder is sufficient. Cattle are in healt nditic 
i steady or slightly easier. , ian 
: ombay.—/or week ending 31st May.—There was rain in twelve distri 
during the week, but the fall was generally light, Preparations ee Hi ; 
tiyation are progressing generally, and sowing in Kanara, Karachi, and Shikarpur. 
Fodder is sufficient, except in of Sind and Baroda territory. Agricultural 
stock is healthy. Prices haye risen in eight and fallen in four districts ; elsewhere 
they are stationary. F “ 
Bengal.—For weet ending 29th May.—There was gereral rain during the , 
week: ; the fall in some parts of Bengal Proper being heavy. Ploughing and early 
sowings are in active progress. Jute and autumn rice are already sown in 
arts and are coming spell Reports of sugarcane, indigo, and other crops in 
the ground are good. The price of common rice was practically stationary, the 
variations reported being slight and confined to a few districts only. ‘The suppl 
of fodder and water for cattle is everywhere sufficient, except in oné thana 
Manbhum. There was a tornado at Purnea on the’ 28th May which uprooted 
many trees and damaged a few public buildings and several private houses. 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 3rst May.— 
The weather was generally showery during the week, The standing crops are 


thriving _ Irrigation of extra crops, indigo, and sugarcane and the preparation of 
fields for the autumn sowings continue. Weeding of sugarcane and the harvest- 
ing of extra oF in parts are still in progress. Prospects are favourable ; markets 


are well-stocked ; fodder is sufficient. “There are slight fluctuations in sin a 
few districts, otherwise they are practically stationary. sic 
Punjab.—/or week ending 31s¢ May.—Rain ranging from j, of an inch to 
1 ‘nches has fallen in’ Hissar, Umballa, Ferozepore, Sialkot, Rawalpindi, 
Dera Ismail Khan. ‘The spring crops are still being threshed and housed. |’ 
autumn crops are being sown in Mooltan, Umballa, and’ Peshawar and weeded and 
watered in Sialkot and Amritsar. Land is being prepared for sowings in Lahore 
and 4 nee of Umballa. Extra spring crops have heat reaeee sa Hissar, ate 
condition of extra spring crops is good in: Umballa, | war, Sialkot; an 
i elhi, quads, thd at Lahore, and Dera Ismail Khan. The 
ed average in Hissar, Jallundur, Lahore, and Dera. Ismail Khan. 
is good in Umballa, Jullundur, Ferozepore, Amritsar, and 
Peshawar ; fair jialkot poor in Hissar and in parts of Dera Ismail 
Khan. »Fodger is scarce in Hissar, Delhi, Shahpur, and Dera Ismail Khan; and 
sufficient elsewhere. »Prices—especially of wheat—have risen in Umballa, Amrit- 
sar, Rawalpindi, and Dera Ismail Khan; fallen in Jullundur, Lahore, and Sialkot ; 
‘and remained unchanged elsewhere. Wheat is selling fram 1774 t0 224, gram. 
19} to.22}, maize 28.to 33, barley 32, bulrush-millet 18:to.27, great millet.24, 
and rice 134 to 14} seers per rupee. i 
. \Central Provinces.—For week ending goth May.—The weather has been 
enliyclouged and ho wth strong winds, “Sh tishowers of rain fell ineleven 
_ districts. In Saugor the labouring | of want of work. 1,297 and — 
ns are thee iptiofireliet d | a pes 





ly e 
ha, and the Upper ( 
Chindwin ; whi ehcp hed in 0 
miscellaneous crops are fairly general, 
early paddy Pane arr in Kyaukse, and the crop is Pong cee 
Shwe ing of hill-side paddy continues for districts last rep 
Ploughing for cotton, sessamum, and pulses continues in the Lower Chindwin 
and Meiktila. The condition of the standing crops is generally good in parts 
of Mandalay, Bhamo, Myitkyina, and Katha. Dry weather paddy has been * 
considerably damaged by floods. The price of pat has risen slightly in Ran- 
‘oon, Amherst, Minbu, and Shwebo; and fallen a little in Prome, Thongwa, 
lyaungmya, and Thayetmyo; and largely in Thaton ; elsewhere it is as before. 
Assam.—For week ending 30th May.—The weather is seasonable, Sowing 
of early rice, planting of sugarcane, and plucking and manufacture of tea are in 
ress. Prospects of tea are generally good, but more sunshine is wanted in 
het. Land is being prepared for late rice. Reaping of low land trans- 
planted rice is finished ‘in Sylhet and the outturn is good. Prices—common- 
tice—Silchar and Dhubri 16, Sylhet 21, Gauhati 17, Tezpur and Sibsagar 12, 
and Nowgong and Dibrugarh 14 seers per rupee. 
Mysore and Coorg.—For wees ending 37st May.—Mysore : Rainfall— 
16 cents inthe Civil and Military station and rain general and good in parts 
sof the Kolar district. Prices have slightly risen in Kolar, Hassan, Chitaldrug, 
and Kadur and fallen in Tumkur. Rag? (Lleusine coracana) has been sown in 
Mysore, Hassan, and Kadur. 
CoorG; Rainfall—88 cents. Ploughing for rica and ragi (Eveustne 
coracana} continues. Prices of food-grains are stationary. Water and fodder 
for cattle are sufficient. i 
Berar and Hyderabad —For week ending 31st May—Berar: The 
weather is hot and cloudy. Ploughing of fields is in progress. Fodder is insuffix 
cient in all districts,except Wua, Scarcity of water prevails in parts of the 
Province, Prices are stationary. 
Hyperapand: Rainfall during the week 11 cents. The autumn sowings 
have commenced in certain talukas of the Lingsagar and Nalgundah districts. 
In other parts the ground is being made ready for sowings. The winter rice 
harvest continues in parts. Water scarcity continues in some talukas. Prices. 
of grain are stationary. Prices—wheat 10, coarse tice 10}, and jowari ash 
seers per current’ sicca rupee. 
Central India—For week ending 31st May.—Rain fell in parts of the 
Bkopal Agency during the week. Agricultural operations have been completed 
in Gwalior and Bundelkhand and are in progress elsewhere. Agricultural stock 
and pasturage are in good condition. Prices are above normal in Bundelkhand 
and normal elsewhere. 
Rajputana.—For week ending 31st May.—Rainfall ranging from about half 
an inch to 6 cents fell at Bikanir, Bhurtpore, Kotah, Pertabgarh, and Haraoti. 
Agricultural operations are proceeding satisfactorily. Agricultural stock is in. fair 
to good condition. Fodder scarcity pre’ in the States reported last week. 
Prices are rising in two States; slightly rising in Ajmere and Ulwar ; falling in 
Jeysulmere; and are steady elsewhere. Thity-five persons emigrated from 
Ajmere and 15 from Merwara during the week. The total emigration from _ 
lerwara to date numbers—4,431. The numbers employed on relief works were— 
Ajmere 448, Merwara 5,081, and Marwar 950. There are also re persons on 
ordinary works and 208 on gratuitous relief in Ajmeré-Merwara. |jmere 
19, Beawar 19, and Marwar 15 seers per rupee. ar 
Kashmir.—for week ending 30th May.—The weather is cloudy. Rain 
fell once during the week. Prospects of the spring crops are excellent. Prices — 
continue below normal. Rice—27 seers per rupee. Riana 
Jammu PROVINCE.—Sor week ending 31st May.—No rain during 
week. Prices are generally stationary. Wheat selling from 16to 19 
45 to 29 seers per rupee. The spring crops ace Salish eshacencgl 
condition of the standing crops is fair. Sowings for the autumn 
going on. Fodder is sufficient. er} 
 Nepal.—For week ends th May.—Rainfall—1'09 inch. 
‘is showery. The sowing of phe d rice and. sadlanteeiie 
‘The wheat crop is doing well. seers per ahs 


ile 
weather paddy and 
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T have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government — 
of India, the following summary of proceedings in 1858 under the Inventions 
“en of 1888, 

year under report Mr. A. T. Pringle continued to officiate 


ies a hiigs under the Act until the hee October 1 


when 
W. Forrest, permanent incumbent, returned from furl and 
resumed charge of his duties. iat 
t It is satisfactory to note that the applications for ‘ees privileges 
Besaera x masks increase having num y four hundred and eighty-one as 
four hundred. een ory in the previous year and four hundred and 
Be 1896, Of these undred and seventy-one related to im 
persons resident in British India (forty-five ee by nati 
hoes ). boda sees beaac pala cnet 
iso in the number ‘of applications received 
tnd Rete tre hundred and ten as against two hundred col sna ow 
and similar 


ious ‘Thirty-one related to 
Brena toaeay, nan Intype ome 
ca feacer fn sep met ik oman die eerie 


-three applications of 1 
Es Rate Miho 
ns was accorded in the case of the ler. 


Bienes Seeteeoe 
synerniper pee 





Ofte. Secretary under the Inventions and Designs 4 
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Baca pedicel Si cima Con am 392 ge 
 VimeApplications under Part II for copyright in a design. 
Number: registration of designs 16 
wag, coe opment pa Re 
Bae os Recetas) ct Nac spay : 
“Vi—Cases imvoloing points of lars. 
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ss 1 3 - 


HUI Prielges bp lio 5p apm of the proseribed 
‘of cates in which exclusive privilege was kept 
Deer ctue 4 (6 the fom achedle - 
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10,259 |30,86,506 | “80 
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to 
tod party to ip rojurement a 
Sacto ici The decrease in 


¥ and 
cel Bai orem he Bape 

16 was L 99 

Pires Ba00) da the comuretion aid eras ob Laeriel Be 


the 
it Rx. 9,800) 
‘after Sist March 1808, ‘Tho 
‘was also over-estimated, 
} Provincial outlay, Rx. 2,958,018. 

‘The actuals fell short of the ary Nae Rx. 82,982, of which 
ital Officers contributed Rx, 24,830, and Civil Officers Rx. 8,652. 
was a large excess in Assam (Rix. 87,936) due to additional funds being 
atid for repairs rendered necessary by the earthquake, but this was more 
én n. counterbalanced by the following savings, due generally to the restriction 








Rn 
‘Burma . . . . . . . . . . 18,381 
Maa ga | AN eT ima ie ame.) eels le aa AO 
reach Sats SSOP Taek ag oe 1412 
STRAIT OS SONNE i aietaaee pl ed + 24,608 
Bomby, 5. = 84872 


ja | ixcaee Outlay saver the Rovieed atlmia e'veae bx. 0,00 wha Wak 

the net result of an excess of Rx. 40,170 in the expenditure under 

Officers and a lapse of Rx, 1,152 of grant for expenditure under Civil Officers, 

‘The tee cot aS meee was ce Maehtes by. sksteoh 7,538); Zen 

(4171), Punj },892), anc ly coun! a 

saving eo ea ated Beortien aaa Oukt tng, ‘é 
Incorporated Local Fund outlay, Re. 1,564,010, 

‘The decrease of Rx. 221,790 in the actuals as compared with the Budget 
‘Estimate was chiefly due to restriction of expenditure. Lay from the 
Revised Estimate of Rx. 14,124 under Departmental Officers and of Rx. 17,766 
under Civil Officers were due to an over-estimate of the requirements of the 


mee ‘The total : diture: of the year, including the outlay from Exeluded 
Local Funds, butions and Local Loans, has been charged in the accounts 
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9. Outle jand.—The outlay in ae ete ee the valne-ot 
ssi i ee ees of the previous 
four years :—~ Fi 





‘Devats, i ‘1s98-04. | 1894-05. | 1895-90. | 1990-97, 








2 £ £ £ £ 


80,330 26,944 26,489 25,995 26,167 


Public Works Department |" 49720 | 47,001 | 59,740 55,518 
3,683, 3,847 | 8,999 8,700 | 
“appointment. 611 611 656 45 | r 


ie in acre . . 354 87 165 AR 449 
ti 2 
serviess . + . . 879 | we co ve ae 


85,086 78,580 058 86,603 7,429 
. «| 96,294 65,377 oaees 56,570 Panay ip 


‘142,178 























‘Works and Repairs 
pai 





Hb 
and Plant. s 
ce (Stock, ete.) > 
Torar,Ponsso Wonrs Ormsexnsl 8,277,901 3,101,209 
2 | ° Orricens. ov orane ‘Daranruenrs, 
* Civil Buildings 404,012 | 99,167 | 122,196 | 198,005 |. 103,913 
Com: Seyret: 2 | 779,415 | 
Comenicstions 55,082 | 179,415 | $98,048 |. 766,744 | 708,907 


mente ss ew} 181,877 | 182,080) 198,804 | 107,150. 186,582 













Total, Works aod Repste | 991071 2 | 1,149,448 | 1,088, 
Extablichment’ e 1703598 781 thas 


151 7 
LT] astors | apizai aT8p 


1,211,989 














sy of the total ‘bed by ‘Establish: 
Tidacnd Pals at topewe te 


‘Total on Bstablishment, Tools and Plant and Sus- 

















22, ‘The names tb-thewarks ie paerie ons ty Opteers ct otles, B 
Sass aie qn se qed ee received in sufficient detail, 


In Military Works Department — 
Sites extort 


In Central Provinces 
Mien apr Mao Bde 


In Punjad— id 
nor a esa ianeree: Pai Laporte 


aries Weis, 


a ag Pe its 


‘orks.—The actual outlay by Funds (exclusive 
ea sore Ti (ho ‘Bolger sah 
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| No. 626.—Olasoified Abstract of Bependiture from Imperiat Finds on Roads and other Works of 











‘No. 6211 —Classified Abstract of Expenti Enpers ; Lda oe 
of rpeniliture from Imperial Funds on Repairs to Roads and other Works of Communication. = 
‘Unsrrans i “3 
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‘ont 2 he forecast is. a 
of certainties, and that it from 
See of the data on 


ihe Famine smote area 


‘issued, nec leave out 
the sored ae oe n 


1st-—The aoa a of occurrence of the cold weather en 
neha ee 





quent information 


weather conditions fh the Antes ee Bay of "Bengal the Indian Ocean 
‘hitherto been rarel y received in .time to. ibe: utilized wing up the 
i to ob! eine 


‘some light the conditions at Bere vailing int 
5 “region fn the Indian Ocean. Lgibtcd 
ene 
REPORTS OF SNOWFALL ON THE AFGHAN MOUNTAINS. 
AND HIMALAYAS DURING THE WINTER OF 1898-1899. 





The whole of the information referring to the snowfall in the mountain 
“districts bordering Northern India for each month of the year is naw published. 
as it is received in the India Monthly Weather Reviews. f 


The following gives a brief su of the Sisfenebacn gr to the: 
snowfall of the ea weather obtained up to date. iy 


7 I.—AFGHAN MOUNTAIN DISTRICTS. 
_ HILLS WEST OF DERA (ag eee oe INCLUDING WAZIRIS« 
+ - a 





(1) Wana. i : 


‘The following is a summary of the reports received from the Political Officer, 
faziristan : 
Ae Wovember.—No snow was reported. * 
December-—Light snow fell on the night of the aoth—2ist on the hi 
es and heavy snow on the 24th, and. during the Tenn a7th to the 
to about 8,000 feet. Snow was lying to the depth of 3 to 6 inches on the 
_ peaks above 8,000 feet high at the end of the month, 


ares —Light falls of snow occurred on the highest peaks on the 12th 





oe nian. —Snow fell_on the gri, sth; 8th; oth, roth igth and aged ofthis 
_ month on the Marwattai hills above 7, feet.” There was'a slight meee | 
, Sion of snow on the north faces of the hills at the end tithe anobth 
March.—Snow fell on the 11th, rath, tath, 26th and 27th on the Mot 
The falls were generally light and melted rapidly. 4 
April,—No snow fell on the Marwattai hills. The. snowfall oft the pt 
winter was much Tights than usual throughout the whole winter. bis 
(2) bee IsMAIL KHAN (KULACHI BorpeR). 
The following is a’summ: jenn apd through the D 
3 "aaa Dera Ismail khan Di "! 


Dremel i of the Sul 
the goth. The coolers frou 1} fest 0 





ived from the Superinten 
tar, snd the Police Oficer estos 
h jay 1 yaaa in 


ri gs i, a a es he 
tember.—Snow fell on the highest peaks of the Sufed Kohon the 15th, 
; ee te) é 
ee snow fell on the highest peaks on the tsth, 17th 
* c 2 
December,—Snow fell on eleven days during the month. The falls descended 
heights varying from 16,000 ina es of the month to 8,000 feet 
the end of the month. During the last storm of the month (on the 28th), which 
very heavy, snow fell down as low as Kohat (elevation 1,767 feet). 
|" Fanuary—The month was much finer than usual, Snowstorms occurredon 
the 12th, 13th, 29th and goth, but the falls were very light, mi 
-_. February.—Snow fell on the 4thand sth and again from the 7th to the 1th 
and also from the 12th to the 14th and the 2and to the 24th. 2} feet of snow were 
reported to be lying on the Peiwar Kotal at the end of the month. 
-- March.—There were snowstorms on the 2nd, grd, oth, 11th, 12th, 1th, 
- 16th and the 27th to the 29th, The last storm of the month ocenrred 
‘the highest peaks of the Sufed Koh above 14,000, feet. About 6 inches 
‘snow were lying on the Peiwar Kotal at the end of the month. 
April.—Snow fell on six days in April, véz., the 4th and the 14th to the 18th 
on peaks above 16,000 feet in ae “Chains practical the heey é 
‘the Sufed Koh on the 15th of May. The snowfall of the past winter was #e 
_ than that of the preceding winter and below the normal. x 


(4) Tuat Sup-pivision (KonAT Disraict). 
"The Assistant Commissioner, Thal, writes during the past winter ¢ 
Gr cal boeticno caowtallanany part'ol the eubstivicharexestt ine sam ter hiss a 
where the fall is estimated at 3 feet.” 
(5) Kasut.. 
_- The following is a summary of the information received from the Meteorolo- 
gical Observer, il, through the British Agent + i 


December.—Snow fel Kee 2 18th, 25th and 28th, but the falls were lig 
Paghman and adj J ills were covered with snow at the end of 


falls of snow on the aoth and goth, 


hy eee cies 
sxe , 











rer which se i He 
site ann east and west and 


total sno’ ce ¢ past winter at was 4feet and 11 
“The total snowfall du th Drosh fe d inches 
The depth of snow over the peaks of the highest mountains is not 
ly wbout 10 feet on the mountains situated to the 
warai Pass is covered with a considerable i a oe 
snow is estimated from 3 to 10 feet. — 


A n abitants of the country state that the snowfall during the pea 
ae ter was Jess than in ane corresponding period of the previous year.” 


‘I.—HIMALAYAS. 
(A) THE PUNJAB AND KASHMIR HIMALAYAS. 
(1) Hazara, 





The following report has been received from the Deputy Commissioner, 
Hazara District : 


“ The first fall of snow on the highest peaks occurred in October. It was, 
however, light and soon’ melted. ‘Ihe first DA fall occurred on the 2gth 
Boge Jown to 4,500 feet. The depth of -h a ata height of 10,000 feet 

bably one foot. Light snow fell again down to 6,000 feet on the 6th and 
th. January and more or less heavy snow on the grd, oth, 6th, 7th, roth, 11d 
igth and 15th February, The total fall at a height of 10,000 feet measu 
about 6 feet in depth. Snow fell down to 7,0-0 feet on the 6th, oth, 12th, sat 
14th and 16th March and on the higher mountains down to 8,000 feet on ‘the 
a 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th April. The total fall in April was from 41 te ;; 
3 feet, dng, 

“The storms extended over the whole of the ranges in this district and 
between the storms the weather was generally fine, i. 


“There was about 2 feet of snow on the Babusar Pass on the sth of May and 
some snow as far down as Narau in the Kagan Valley and on the hills over 
10,000 feet high. 


“ The total fall of the winter was somewhat less than usual.” 





(2) Murreg. 
* 
te The following tables give statemegts of the snowfall as measured at 
Murree and on the hills near Kahuta during the past and preceding winters for 
comparison: 





TOTAL FALL OF SNOW IN THE MONTH OF 





b Sua eh enedtee tes 1e cold 
: ‘Kahuta was, on the other sl 


(9) Kastan. | 
The following account of the snowfall in Kashmir duting the earl 


of the winter was received from the Meteorological Reporter to the 

State in February last : ‘ t 
“The Kashmiris say that a severe winter in the valley is usually followed 

bya mild one and vice versd, Last year’s winter was unusually dry, and it 

was therefore anticipated that during this winter heavy snow would fall, and 

this anticipation is now a fealisation. The snowfall in and,around the Kashmir 

Himalayas during this winter has been heavy, though not more than the average, 


Show to fall earlier than usual this winter, and a great deal fell in 
Decem! ib February, whilst in January very litle fell. i 

vIn January the weather was generally colder. but finer than usual. At 

 gnd of the month it was thought that the winter was over, but ii suddenly 

on the and February when a snowstorm occurred lasting 8 houts, 

Another snowstorm, more severe than the first, occurred on the 4th February 

“and lasted for twenty-four hours, bringing down 2 feet of snow. Two othet 
storms occurred on the gth and 13th February, but were,of moderate intensity. 

“On the mountains surrounding the valley the snow lies very deep. On the 

gaaihal face (9,200 feet) there are, it is said, 15 feet of snow and at Gulmarg 7 

Wis Most of the suow melted as it fell in the valley in February. This, | 

ever, is not the case with snow falling on the hills surrounding the valley.” ‘ 

The, following table shows the snowfall measured as rain during this 

| _-winter and previous five winters for comparison: “A i 
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d the 2grd May, on the 
th ast winter has been received from 
ich 


oF 


i, Meteorole 
“Daring the last winter 7°62 feet of snow fell in the valley, a detailed report of 
lps pee he Wee ical office on ihe vend pews Wo hore saaee 
llen in the valley since the submission of that report. On the 24th February, 
‘it rained in the valley, heavy snow fell on the surrounding mountains. On 


“that date over a quartér of a foot of snow was measured at Dras. Nearly 4 feet 
snow fell at Dras in the month of March and over 3 feet in April, and on the 
May a snowstorm occurred there bringing down 1} feet of snow. Onthe trth 


arch and 17th April snow fel heavily ot the hills in Kashmir descending as low ‘ 


lown as the Takht-i-Suleiman (6,000 feet). There is at present g feet of snow on 


some parts of the Banihal Range. At Gulmarg there was 1 foot of snow so late 


as 5th May. Over the Zoji-la Pass (11,300 feet) there is about 5 feet of snow, 
_and on the Rajdangan Pass (11,800 feet) there are, it is said, 12 feet. All the 
“Mountains around the valley are covered with deep snow. The spring in the 
valley was unusually wet and cold and prolonged. From all accounts it appears 
that the snowfall on the higher ranges has been more than usual, and that it is 
lying on the higher as well as on the lower passes longer than usual. In the valley 

is now colder than usual, and unsettled weather is the chief feature we notice 
this year. The river Jhelum is at present higher than usual. As itis still cold 


in the valley, the snow does not melt, and while it is raining in Srinagar itis” 


snowing on all the hills, Light showers of rain at intervals in June and July 
will melt the snow slowly on the mountains, but if there should occur a h 
rainfall by the middle oe ea it is apprehended that a severe flood will occur. 


“From the 18th May we have had hazy weather. On the roth a heavy 
“storm of wind occurred which dispelled the mist for a time, but it again came 
up after the storm was over.” i 


oe (4) Len. A r 

Very full accounts of the snowfall dyring the past winter in Ladakh have 

been received from the Superintendent of the Leh Ubservatory. The following 
isa brief summary of these reports: 


October. —Snow fell on the 23rd_on the hills surrounding Leh down to an 
elevation of 12,500 feet. It also fell Sering. the following night in the Indus 
Valley near’ Leh, It melted rapidly cary ¢ 
snow-line was at a height of about 15,000 feet at the end of the month. 





November.—No snow fell. 


December.—Light showers of snow fell on the 8th, roth and 13th. On the 
16th there was no snow on the Karzong Pass (elevation 17,500 feet). Heavy. 
snow fell over the whole Indus Valley in Ladakh from the 16th to the 18th. Light 
- falls were received on the 1gth, 21st and aand, anda second heavy general fall 
occurred from the agth to the gist. r 
 Fanuary.—Light snow showers fell in Leh and the neighbourhood on ‘the 
“4st, ats sae sei and gist. The falls on the Fila aah a to the south 
Leh were apparently heavy, i 
sbrunry.—Snowstorms occurred on. the 18th, 19th and 
gat worn al general enc onee the whole Upper dus 
Valley and side valleys. Heavy snow fell over the neighbouting ranges down t 
aj000 fection the 1th,” Ne 








, oth, rotl 


“There was a severe snowstorm on the 6th and : in feoun ther 
he fall melted y in valley which was free from 
‘ 9 Ate 


% 





e remainder of the month, and the — 









* The inhabitants of Leh consider that the snowfall of ‘the p 
similar in total amount to that of the winter of 1896-97 and consi seat 
Cia increta 1897-98. 





@ Lanout. 








* 
_ _ The following gives a statement! of the snowfall 
at Sat in Lahoul during the past winter and also 

the past five years for abate + 
























. Raynes ya Sm ‘5 ras > 
if Norma met nae | Scigeak” | Stapsane™ | Satpteats | Saigagt [mse 
aka eantred on —_—— 
taal” | toa yet ‘Tog sorta Tels neta pyar he ‘Top enomta ro 
mel ae 
aches, Fein | Pe te | Fede | Fe in | etm 
December yar | 0 # | + 9 | xe 40 °3 
January 3°7 one oO s 8 he as 3 6 9 6) 
Vebreary. + seo oi ast We ak 20 a3 
March bey a3 og 6 10 et 9 6 s 4 
April 280. 46 wit ’ Nit 16 a 
* Total 1347 wss | 3 ob] 3s 5 st] mgs | oss 














The precipitation at Kailang during the period, December to April, was hence 
slightly above the normal (8 per cent.). It was equivalent to about 12 or 13 feet 
\ of snow, ae hence was similar in amount to that of the corresponding periods in 
© 1896-97, 1899-94 and 1894-95. 
‘The Superintendent of the Observatory describes the winter as follows + 


é “ We enjoyed very fine weather from October up to the beginni inning 
December, but the weather broke up rather suddenly, and in the second-half of 
December we had very heavy snowlalls which entirely blocked up the Rotang 

| Pass. January was bright and fine, the sky being almost always blue. February 

| and March brought us a good amount of snow again, andso did April, T: 

' ‘verything into consideration, we had a favourable winter. Since the asth of # 
we have had no snowfall whatever, but from the 1oth to the 14th of May it 
tained pretty heavily, and on the night from the 13th to the igth May se 
regular thunderstorm. This occurs very seldom at this height. ” 


(6) Simca Hitt Districts. | 
hee nae f 
ing ‘ot Force, Bashar for a ge districts 


ainsi ss oe 10,000 feet and 


eveber— Sao fl do maha foe ete ah The 








ow fe the snow onthe ist, 24th, 
0 ign teat, ‘There was a heavy fall on the goth and gist 
> whole distric to 5,750 feet. Ali passes over 10,000 feet were 


* a _ Fanuary.—Heavy snowfalls were received over the whole area above 
“Sse, feet on the 2nd, grd and 4th, Fine dry weather prevailed during the re- 
x der of the month. ‘ 


‘ 
February.—Heavy falls of snow occurred on the 5th and 6th and again 
‘on the 26th above 5,750 feet. Slight falls were also received on the 4th, 


5 9 
tgth, 14th, 1gth and 2gth above 9,000 feet. The weather was unusually on 
in the Sutlej Valley after the storm of the rgth to the 15th. 


March.—There were light falls on the 7th, oth, 10th, sith, 12th and 13th 
above 10,000 feet. All the passes over 12,000 feet in elevation were closed 
throughout the month, © 


April—Light to moderate falls of snow occurred on the ast, 6th, Sth, th, 
roth, 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th above 9,000 feet and again from the 16th to the 
agrd above 10,000 feet. 












These snowstorms were accompanied by much thunder and lightning 

and were general over the whole of Bushahr. All the passes higher than 12,000 

feet were closed up to the 15th of the month. The depth of snow at 10,000 

— on open slopes of the, northern aspects of the ranges was 18 inches on that 
ate. 3 


May.—Light snow fell down to about 10,000 feet on the 12th and 15th and 
some sléet on the higher ranges from the 16th to the 18th, During the period 
from the 16th April to 18th May storms were of almost daily occurrence in 
Bushahr west of Kilba, and gave more or less snow on slopes above 10,000 feet. 
From the beginning of May the snow on the southern aspect of the hills melted 
rapidly, and the,snow-line retired to 12,000 feet. In the intervals between the 
storms the weather was fine and the sky free from cloud. The chief charac- 
ter of the storms was that they were almost daily Broueht up by south to south. 
east winds, and as far asSobserved extended over the whole of the Simla jill 
tracts west of Kilba. 2 fs 


On the 5th of May there was an accumulation of ‘about 5 feet on the 
Rupin Pass, of about 6 feet on the Borenda Pass, of 8 feet on the Bulder 
Pass, of 6 feet on the Shatul Pass from the Pabor Valley to Nachar in the Sutlej 
Valley and 1 to 3 feet on the Harung Pass. 

. 


The snowfall of the season was, in the opinion of the natives of the district, 
considered to be about twice as much as in years of ordinary snowfall, 


4 (7) CuamBa, 
The Deet Conservator of Forests, Chamba State, has sent complete 
snowfall reports for the past winter, ef which the following is an abstract : 


December.—Snow fell on the 8th, the 12th, the 19th to the 21st and the 
agth tothe gtst. The snow-line descended to 7,000 feet on the 12th, to 6,000 
feet on the 21st and to 3,000 feet during the last snowstorm of the month, The 
_ snowfall was reported to be very heavy on the interior ranges, more especially _ 
during the last storm ofthe month. There was g feetof snow on the Padri 
A Sits Chamba and Badrawar Pass on the 15th of the month, t 


a [esate da vital gitar theecstall Uist dows cn tha, siel atc, SRR 
, aes ‘The weather was unusually bright and clear Meee rae 


Aan 




















“May-—Snow fell on the 1 sain 10,000. ect, but 
f a it tk 4 
The Deputy aera writing on the 
pot boewn on on any a ene 
ae appears to be rather 
7 thaavat ae 
1 attribute to as peered in April and the frequent storms in May. 
“The snowfall on the interior ranges is considered to have been sot 
ter than usual and similar in total amount to that of 1895-96. The 
earlier than usual, but a peculiar feature was the long fine breaks betw 
the storms in the middle of the winter, ‘The total fall was probably below tl 
‘normal on the lower ranges.” 
The following stalement gives: the snowfall as measured at certain ‘ee 
stations during ¢ the past winter in the Chamba State : 


Tus Rawr, xonrn or Stare. 

















(9) Kui. 


“sand flowing ix smnary feo received from the 4 patiat Poramts- 
ulus if % 
January.—Snow fell on the and, 3rd, sth, 6th and hin the Kulu’ 

d on the 1st, the grd to the 7th and goth in the Plach Tahsil. The falls io 
and 7th descended to 4,000 feet where the ak cite was 4 inches. 
Siete .—Snowstorms occurred on the and, sth, 6th, 14th, 15th, agth 

Kulu Tahsil and on the 3rd, sth, 6th, a ith, 15th, 16th, 
een inthe Plach Tahsil, ‘The falls om the 6th and qth were unust 

avy and descended to an elevation of 3,000 feet where the total fall during th 

‘storm was 1 foot. re 
March.—Light snow fell on the higher ranges of Kulu on the 6th, 7th a 
from the oth to the 8th, Some thea crossed the Rotang Pass in ike mid 
- of the month and nearly all passes in this district were open before the end of the 
_month. The snow melted very rapidly during the last fortnight of the month, 
April.—Snow fell on four days during the month onthe higher ranges above 4 
sia The Rotang Pass was closed for three or four days, due to this 
snow! 





‘ay. —Rain fell slightly on the 1st, 11th, 12th and 1gth in the Kulu Tahsil 
and ae xith, rath, igth and isth in the Plach Tahsil, During this period 
there was slight snowfall on the higher passes and peaks. 

The Rotang Pass was not open for laden animals at the end of the month. 
te ‘snowfall of the past winter ig generally considered to be heavier than 
usual, % 
The following ies ied the depth of snow at the end ofeach month from — 

jnuary to May 1899 also on the 25th May of the past eight years on seven 
sass the passes A this district for comparison: ndcoil 
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. under report was greater than that of 











f K aia 
“The following is a atatement of the estim this dist 
measured in the same manner asin former years in accordance with arrange- 
mepts made in the year 1890: 1 























Fall on aes 
— easel na 
* Fe. In, Ft. In, | Ft. In. 
16th September to 15th October 1898 ETUC ON WME He Wage Ya 
+ y6th October to 15th November 1898. «| a aa ere 
16th November to 15th December 1898 . «| Mil 18 0 rn 
16th December 1898 to 15th January 1899. m0 so 6 Odea 
16th Jaguary to rth February 1899 0. No | return received, e 
s6th February to 15th March 1899 . =. «| 0 9 | 13 0 5 ae 
16th March torgth April 1899. =. 9. «| ot 6 18-0 Nit 
Total Wali ta winner obaGgg! SPE roi eens he baw 
‘Total fall in winter of 1898 
Total fall in winter of 1897 
Total fall in winter of 1896 
Total fall in winter of 1895 
Total fall in winter of 1894 7” 3 | a3 6 














The snowfall of the past winter in Kumaon was considered by the natives of 
the district to be greater than in the winter of 1897-98. 
. . This is confirmed by the preceding data which also show that the fall was 
similar in amount to that of the winters of 1896-97 and 1894-95. 


(C) ASSAM HIMALAYAS. is 
The following brief reports have been received through the Government 


Hilis north g Lakhimpur-—The snowfall in the interior of the hills is 
reported to have been heavier than in the preceding winter. 

Hills north of Sadiya.—The snow in these hills began to fall rene 
early in the season ani was yery heavy. There was a very heavy fall late 
March over the whole of the neighbouring Himalayas. " 

Hills north of Darrang District.—Almost all the hill people, who have 
‘come down this year, state that the snowfall of the past winter was heavy and 
the winter exceptionally severe. i 














» Hills north Kamrup.—Snowstorms occurred at juent. “intervals 
during the winter, ar ihe fal ere unusually heavy in the months of November, 
December and the early part of January. The amount of snowfall during the 


(D) PERSIA, 
The data for this area are 2 We much 
sommes cinemas 
‘ was scant) ii 
rea. So far as can be j etter neice 


<a 5 "2} @ | 





# Raiofall of period, Novzmber 1898 to March 1393 
_ The data establish conclusively that the rainfall at’ the. stations » 
inch Mesopotami: 


area ia, Persia and Baluchistan was ach 

in amount than usual. The winter was unusually dry throu; 

total precipitation of the period, November 1898 to April 1899, 

half sie normal fall of the period? No special information has been 
2 ‘of the snowfall on the higher ranges in Persia. It is, however, almost 

that the scanty. a was due to special meteorological conditions 
common to the whole of the Persian area, hills and plains, a hance: that tia 

in the precipitation was as marked on the mountain 


_ are the chief ena the water-supply of the rivers and bess eoT er a 
cultivation so largely desends in Persia) as in the 


_ PRECIPITATION fo ere ee RANGES, OF ert 


t The distribution of the i eae iod on the outer ranges of 
whole Himalayan area is sprite wie data of the rr 








Enon Sas ‘was unusually fine 
~  wintét storms in Afghanistan and Baluchistan from 


Bir February. 
(s) The number of cold:weather- 


this period originated either 

Persia, and were hence of 

the 29th December to the ist. January, 

heavy and ral snowfall in the Western Himalay: 
up to the end of dees (ub area was 

below the normal on the whole 





) The oe for Garhwal and Kumaon (ineludin, those “Of the 
HH ‘ot Rltisscoreelind ie 


that the sn 
theo mas ave the nd probably to dete 
extent. 
No information has been received for Sikkim and: ep 
(9) The information relative a the snowfall in ne oe oes 
u as us scan ie to indicate 
atu te a eae rar 


Snowfall accumulation in May: 
mally dry weather of the preceding’ Litt 
uth-west monsoon period from June to ‘August 1898, and | u 
on the higher ranges in the Western Himalayas at the end of August was p 
Se phe ls ofthe previous 10 or 15 years. e 
fall occurred in the fourth week eH which, brought 
ent cntaet olr aea taal Nee er snow fell. until 
dof. December, © The falls were tnuch less pees ‘than Feat 
‘of bright. haat mpaites hea and: chery 


ee ane esas sei eu 


eee 





‘ir was throughout nearly ‘the whole’ season much drier than 
pele ah oh gah dem nina abot z 
“(s) The air movement was more vigorous than usual in March and _ 
due to the intensified thermal conditions of the period in 
interior of India. ay 


‘Some of the abnormal features of the meteorology of India durin 
. riod were related to abnormal conditions Moraine ‘tea 
th Eastern Europe. Anti-cyclonic conditions obtained toa 
most unusual degree in Southern Europe in November, 
ba eat Peas as a consequence, cool dry north-west | 
it ‘ia with remarkable persistence from November to 


movement extended 


|-weather storms of the period | 


__. It. was stated in the south-west monsoon forecast published in the 
India for 371 June 1898 that the meteorological conditions in India _imm 
_ "antecedent to the monsoon were, on the whole, favourable over the 
India; and hence that if, as was anticipated from information received 
Zanzibar and Mauritlus, the conditions over the sea area 
‘or favourable rain be : 





Khandesh nthe greater pa : Mat aad 
sof 
tas a. 


. Bombay it was steady treoigha was above its normal 
‘h from the 13th to hed Tilandageta from the 2 th to the end of the mont! 
f ngal current was strong but soinewhat unsteady, and three storms ‘othe 
‘the month in the north of the Bay o} , 
rhe: hit fhe h of the Bay of Bengal. 


The first storm. lasting from the and to the 8th) advanced from the head 
= along a.west by north track to. Lower Sind, ‘The sccond lasting from 
th to the arst formed in Central Bihar and advanced, almost due we 
com Both these storms gave moderate to heavy rain in the distr 
ieee fees ‘The third storm formed off the coast of North Mac 
‘on the ed and broke up in the North Deccan on the 26th. The rainfall of the 
‘ jas aLove the rormal over the greater part of India, including Chota 
South Bihar, the North-Western Provinces, Punjab, the Bombay C 
jecean, the Central Provinces and North Moa . There was a moderate 
ney in pres Burma, the aves Valley, Central and North Bengal pet 
“The all of the ‘month ‘was “hence abundant and feasaee distribe 


The Bombay current was considerably SP hy a in August, 
fall of the month was moje or less below the normal oyer the wi 
chiefly or entirely dependent on that branch of the monsoon current. The rain- 
fall of the month in that area was, relatively to the normal, most deficient Bi 
Punjab, Rajputana, Berar, tne Bombay Decran and Mysore The Bay 
was of normals ren; but was determined more largely to North-Eastern 
the rainfali of the month was in gereral excess in Burma 
iat Gre perhaps Uj per Burma), Assam, Bengal, North-Western Provini 
Becca Provinces. The excess was, on the whole, most pronounced in 
ae (67 per cent ), Arakan (70 per cent.), the North-Western Pr inces 
per cent.), Kast Bengal (63 as cent ) and Assam (24 per cent.), 
i 4 The Bomba: ease was. sli light stronger than usual in ‘September, ( 
: series from aes an determined deep him nos 
‘The rainfall of the month was, hence, very 


‘estern India, 3 most as largely as in August. [t was, on the mabe 
2 to large exces: a centre and south of the Renin nd it 
nort! 





Cairo ee ie : 
pet cain 




















The fig i a brief summary of the chief features of the meteorology of 
India during the past five mont 


‘Fennary was remarkably free from cold-weather storms. Weather was 

disturbed at the commencement of the month, and snow fell from the 2nd to the 
y Soin the Bama hills. » The fall was heavy in the Simla hills and in, 

clear weather prevailed generally during the remainder of the month 
the chief features of the 1 seeoreliey of the month were abnormal piesa si { 
air, deficient cloud and scanty rainfall. A, street, marked cool wave. affected 
Northern India after the snowfall of the first f the month. A second £29} 
wave advanced across Northern India between 1gth and 18th, The m 
temperature ofthe month, both by day and night, was more or less below the 
normal over nearly the whole of India. The jeficiency . was considerable over 
the whole of Northern and Central India, ranging between 2° and 5° tor the 


ang UE 
month, % 


February was ees more disturbed than ysual, due to a agai 
‘of five depressions and cold-weather storms which advanced across Northern 
India during the period. With one exception, they were very feeble and 
Hitle rain in the plains exeept in Upper. India, Bengal and Assam. Th. a 
-of the month was hence very scanty and below the normal—more especially 
Upper India. Pressure was in ‘considerable defect over the whole of Tin 
amounts averaging ‘o4 inch, Temperature was above ‘the normal oe 
parts of Burma, “Ihe excess was considerable lorth-Western India, ranging 
ween 2° ade ed was. spall. in North-Eastern India and the Peninsula. 
e air was much ual—more especially i the interior, 
epee the Central Provinces and North, Deccan, 


March—A series i selon depressions similar to ear of the 
Ne The; lit 





mainde : ‘ont 
uate India and ie India, it 
‘years of strongly marked hot-weather conditions— especial 
winters i stein a ave Western Himalayas. ‘The ae! atin 


marked i Vest Punjab, and the local excess greatest 
western wal a ‘the Soke The following gives ee ee stations ‘inthe 
of greatest excess and deficiency of pressure : 





« 
Narayanganj .- 
Mymensingh 
Dinbi 
Peshawar. 
Dera Ismail Khan 
‘Mooltan . 





‘The pressure variations in May 1857, May 1894, May hchy Ma: 
May 18:7 ey 1838 were similar in general character to those of the 
ing month of the present year, the chief diferente being that th ey 
more marked in the present year than in those preceding years, The late 
deficiency in the West Punjab is a special feature of the present year. 


‘The position of the trough of low pressure. varied very considerably 
rpuaieos At the end of the month its axis was definei by the stations 
ita, Hazaribagh, be Sirsa and ‘Asmail Khan, and was 


Be Grionhtcah usual, 
he mean temperature of the month was in excess over Renee 
Central India. ‘The excess. was large in the Punjab, 
The excess averaged en the Punjab, 3° in 
It Elstar ete defect in the Peninsula Hy 
siedgehitb maleate? xenical Sarees 
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ee ) 


Pressure has been, during 


~ defect in Northern 








wat, Berar, the Central India, a 
a marked tendency to the establishment of an area of locally 


high pre in Berar and 
eee 





y in local excess in the Peninsula, Katl 
ovinces and Central India, and there was 





the western districts of the Cer 
‘The area 


March and a of | 
Sighty Hom cant 1 mwontha The {S160 








is, on the mean of the whole period, in excess over 


. North-Western India. It was in general excess in Fel 
owt esr int od get pe i Bi rege 
North We restern India and large in india in May. 
disturbed weather of January an A ocd pened 
normal, The lowing es compara’ Sainte ree 
of the mean dail} eee ae lat the: wiible OF Baa 
and Central India and the Peninsula, month sie 








2 | ee6 | ont 





slower and mid 
Fe )d March, 
: false Beran See 
) Bei ook ed eel orem ¢ 
OO nt Soe ae 
_ May, due to the intensified thermal conditions of the period 
interior of India. 


in the Western Telecalgian| acs den Uces “aga 
as not to impress any conditions nee the sent 
distribution, temperature and air movement in 
Central India unfavourable to the early or full extension of 
the monsoon currents in their progress northwards from the 
Equator. 
® The influence of heavy snowfall in the Assam Himalayas has not 
in the absence of sufficient reliable data, been investigated. 


boc be noted that, some of the abnormal features of the meteorology of 
India dering thes past seven months have been related to abnormal pes 
prevailing in Persia. and South-Eastern Euro) Anti-cyclonic conditions beet 
ed.to a most unusual degree in Southern Europe from November onward, : 
we eae uence, cool dry north-west winds prevailed in Persia with rem: 
November to February. This abnormal air movement extended 
artes (Balchin and the north of the Arabian Sea into North-Western India, — 
and undoubtedly contributed to the unusual dryness of the air and freedom 
from severe cold-weather storms of the period in thern and 


i r COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS YEARS. 


san Doring 1 the past twenty-one years, the snowfall in the Himalayas hi 
eee in the-years 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, 1890, 1892, 1896 and 14! 
Q ¢ deficiency in 1890 and 1892 was very large, and these years are not aly “ 
| comparable with the present year. 
a: ‘The conditions of the years 1881 and 1896 also differed largely from dis 
‘the present year and are not comparable. 
The following gives a very brief statement of the chief features of the 
: ital the years 1879, 1 1882, 1887, 1890, 1892, 1894 and 1895: 
8 cor ise ici light and considerably below the | normal in 
sbi Poailaves io ¥ heavy snow had fallen during the. 
of 1876-77 and a te i Ae Pressure was ee in Sétect, 
April and May, when it averaged 





averaged 7° in 
rains commenced oh the and c 


July, 
. the hill districts. i followed by 
throughout nearly the whole of ie awe 
the agth September. The rainfall 
defect in the Punjab, nM 
in moderate defect in the Central Provinces and Berar. It was in ey 
h-Eastern India, Burma and Madras. 


7882.—The snowfall of the winter of 1881-82 in the Western Himal: 
was below the normal (probably toa slight extent) and the winter rains 
Northern India in moderate defect. The variations of pressure and temperature 
» from the normal during the pre-monsoon period —January to May—were small and. 
apparently of little importance. They, however, indicated the prevalence ot 
approximately normal conditions, The tains commenced onthe and June at 
Bombay and on the 11th June in Bengal, The Bombay current was strong and 
gave very heavy rain in June and July. The Bengal current was feeble in these 
two months, but was vigorous in August. The rains ceased on the 15th Sep- 
tember in Upper India. The rainfall in the districts and provinces dependent _ 
on the. Bipaitey, current was abundant, whilst North-Eastern‘ India — ‘Assam, 
! , Bihar and the North-Western Provinces) obtained smaller amounts 
“than usual, The deficiency was small, except in some parts of Bengal. 2 


1887.—The cold weather was unusually free from cold-weather storms, 
Although little rain fell in the plains of Northern I moderately heavy 
Snow is stated to have fallen in January and March in the Western Himalaya: 
March and April were warmer than usual in North-Western India and 
Central Provinces, and May was an excessively hot month in Upper and C 
India. Pressure was in slight to moderate defect on the average of thi 
of India during the period—January to May. ‘It relatively to the 
ition, in considerable de in Northern India lay, the deficien: 
large in Upper India (—o5") and moderate in North-Eastern 
was in considerable excess in the west of the Peninsula, the excess 
706 inch in the Konkan and Malabar coast districts, The mean_tem 
‘the month of May was 6° above the normal in the: Punjab and 3° in 
‘estern Provinces. The Bengal current set in earlier than usual at 
ry, 
Both currents gave faitly steady rain during the months of June, 
They retreated from Upper and Central India at the end of t 










a 


and Orissa, normal in ja and the Deccan and in 
whole of NontWetem andl Conta India and the Cen 


? x io i 
.—The cold-weather rainfall of 1891-92 was abnormally small in amount 
lie defect in Upper India. Pressure was in general el at the | 

plains and was in considerable relative excess at the hill stations. Tem- 

re was above the normal oyer the whole of India during the cold-weather 

ints averagit ng 2°, Theexcess.was greatest in the Central Provinces, 

Berar and Central India. The air was much drier than usual and cloud in gen 
eral defect. * ; 


‘The hot-weather conditions were very strongly marked. Temperature was 
general excess and was most lar; re ove the normal in Upper’ India, where” 
the maximuin temperature of the ats le period— March to Lay penne about 
rma and As 


bove the normal and the minimum temperature 3}°. aay 

ved much heavier rain than usual and Bengal its normal amount, Over { 
z nainder of India with the exception of the west coast districts the season was 
unusually a and the rainfall very small in amount and much below the normal 


‘of the peri 


The chief. features of the pre-monsoon distribution of pressure were a_con- 
3 iderable. local deficiency in Northern India, greatest in amount in Upper ndiz 
I ae he eae to considerable local excess in the west of the Peninsula 
: th Bombay. 


‘The rains commenced in the first week of June on the west coast and advanc- 
‘ed very aly to Upper India. The advance was not anent and 
~ current withdrew from North-Western and Central India on the 
A first advance of the monsoon winds occurred in Ben 
month. This was followed by their withdrawal in the third week of the 
‘and dry westerly winds prevailed over the Gangetic Plain until the end of 
jonth. The permanent advance of the monsoon currents took place in the first 
k pe Joly ‘on the west coast and in the second week in Bengal. The currents 
} nded rapidly over the whole of India and prevailed with unusual steadiness: 
ote the remainder of July and in August and September. The rainfall of 
Bie: n period—June to September—was_more or less considerably in excess 
‘hole of India, with the exception of East, South and Central Bengal: 


394.—Moderate to heavy snow fell in the Western Himalayas in January 
ary. The snowfall in’ Baluchistan and Afghanistan was less than | 
snowfall did not come down to so low ani elevation as in the preced- 
ele hc hinetinae iors bie teed a be) 
renee extent in Northern India during the 
lly in April and May and Ae 
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fhe hill pee 
et is in in ‘eith 
. It i Uo ne 


Rajputana (+4°). The rains ieee ne ily a f 
Bombay Coast, and the monsoon sae were | 
‘The rainfall was in general defect in July. current 
Upper India in the first week of iti ne and from. Sencalene ‘Burma 
second week of October, and hence considerably earlier than usual over t 
of Northern and ita ‘The monsoon rainfall was in defect over 


~ The'rainfall ofthe past year uit 043 inch or alee’ cent: ae 
‘normal for the whole Indian area. It was ponteads ‘out in last year’s forecast ' 
the six years—1892-97—had been characterized folk ies pun of r 


prolonged in its period and of larger amount bly: occurred 
India during the present century. It was also stated in tl ima ‘that t 
cycle was Let sl paca in 1897, and that a Aerie ot of fairly 
feasts some years in the Indian monsoon and the. sc 
east trades bse This inference was in feed ey with fact last year... 


* The of the cyclical period—1 
necessity Sreaunne: the aviation inthe’ 
circulation. — 


‘Theory indicates that any large ani 
e tena trades would a Bente oy rei a 
oon, The variations in the terength ‘of the south-east feaiada 
ily the chief or primary factor in forest ning’ the “bioete in ee 
isenaosh in India du ; 
ie ‘sing Sige 





is 
Pads etieniat as far ih ey 
te at the same date in the previous 


Hopi first week of sien te ee por 
rafal pray pee Go ig 

tegion and lig! Highy to genie notes to 

incr the south Sed core he bian Sea up to the 1 


tyde had moderate to strong monsoon winds in the ie ee 
ween ad 54° and 59° E. The SS. Devonshire on her 
oe y had squally weather with unsteady winds _ 
tigueiog as fac oortods Lat. 5° N. in the south-west 
ina mail steamer Corcmondel in her passage from 
Penang to Colombo ‘(from the 20th to the 24th May) had moderate to ace 
South-west winds and frequent heavy rain squalls. 
tes that the south-east trades were probably slightly 
finer than usual at the end of the month, and that conditions were favourable. 
early extension as south-west monsoon winds into the Arabian Sea. 


: meee Sst. OF THE SOU pe Eee MONSOON OF 1899 IN 





In the'preceding pages have been given, for future reference, the whole of the 
available data cclized er preparation of the spree, 

Brief summaries ott the more important features of the snowfall in ie 
pan area durin; ast winter, of the meteorology of India, qu 

adjacent countries to i 1-west and of the Indian Seas and the south-east — 

trades region are given in pages 14, 15, 16, 24, 25, and 29. " 

Ordinaty readers are referred to these summaries as containing’ the more 
iegportant fae facts upon which the forecast is based. ; 

_ Aswas pointed out in last year's forecast, the remarkable period. (chiefly. 

shown by cyclical variation of rainfall) through ‘which India has recently passed 
rmini euiated a 1897, and a period of fairly normal conditions appears to be now 

proable for two or three years.at least. 

‘The information from the Seychelles, Zanzibar and Mauritius, altho 
limited, indicates that the strength of the south-east trades, which is an i 
factor is above the normal, but to what éxtent cannot be judged. 
The summary of the snowfall information indicates that in the Eastern 
Himalayas the asain has been greater than usual. Similar hea 
fall was reported to have been received in the Assam Himalay; 
years 1887 and 893: The monsoon rains were heavier than usual in Sete 

in India’and also locally in Assam in 1893. In the absence of 
‘and accurate information, it can only be accepted as probable. 
spawn the Asan Himalayas exercises little influence on the pee ae 
‘monsoon rainfall. 


Bens sera a Westen tay as has undoubtedly been, on the who ; 
“mo gist below eset de peat. i He laa) ; 
wel ce is ese) 
e ic above a probably below the he ata ‘This. 
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q __ The rains ep arta Meh 

el depres Coast and i 
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ibution of the winter snowfall in the: 
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ie 
are not quite so favourable in Ber 
the rafal in these areas will probably nc 
ene ay be in set ase ey sli 
‘est Deccan, that area very ly not 
more thai pif fill and probably less. Lis H 
14) THE conditions in the west coast districts are such as are in normal 
he monsoons sated sit bathe et rainfall. [t is 
probab! rainfall of the present 
baste will be at least normal in those eaten a 
may be in slight to moderate excess. - 


(15) The variations of the rainfall in the North Madras coast districts 
are in at least five years out of six similar to those of Orissa 
the Central Provinces. Conditions appear to be on the 
favourable, and it is probable those districts will receive 4 
rain, « 
(16) A comparison of the conditions in the Madras Deccan, Mysore and 
vel a ee of cosh a aa cpa bali 
uring —June to st —' e 3 
afect -itiore capaci in Myacres ieislinwover ee difficult to 
forecast for this part ot India, as rain in the southern half of the 
Peninsula during the monsoon occurs chiefly during the — 
intervals of eek ia th rains of Northern India, and is hence 
essentially of irregular occurrence. f 
It should be carefully noted that the preceding probabilities are obtained on 
the assumption that the currents will be slightly stronger than usual, and that 
they will require to be suitably modified, if the monsoon currents should be 
weaker than usual. It should also be noted that the chances for an inference stated 
‘to be very probable are at least 5 to 1 and for an inference stated to be probable 
are at least 5 to 2. 


The general conclusions are, 1st, that the rainfall over the Indian area during 
the approaching monsoon will on the average of the whole area, probably be 
Wigtily above the-noruial) axes that tamer bedn slight to thoderate local Ee 
in Assam, North Bengal, Bihar, Berar, the Bombay Deccan. and bephaage 
about normal in Chota Nagpur, Orissa, West Bengal, the North-Western 
inces, the Central Provinces, and Hyderabad, ‘and 4th, in slight to moderate 
“excess in Lower Burma, South Bengal, the Punjab, Rajputana and Central India, 
e As already pointed out, these conclusions should be suitably modified if the 
monsoon currents should turn out to be considerably stronger or weaker than 
was anticipated in the forecast from the very imperfect and scanty data available 
on this point, : a 
It is too early to estimate mbes paras of a longish break in the rains in 
July or August, but there are no indications at present.of such an event. i 
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SIMLA; } 
Dated 64h. Fune, 1899. 
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at lay 
Boning the winds 
ue along 
ran of the : 
cl \ybutiover the 
‘Showers continued to be:reported from Burma, Assam, 
North-West Himala: pote the*'south-westof the Peninsula, 
amounts were again age over Deltaic Burma. Elsewhere the weather was 
‘The temperature distribution was little changed ; the heat was generally less th 
usual over a large part of North-Western and Western India and Lower 
and generally. greater than usual elsewhere. 


abiiorm: lly: high’ over “a large’ 
continued over the Perfinsula, q 
Gangetic Plain, south-westerly ‘to’ south-easterly winds over’ | a and Lower” 
sed ahaa oa winds close’to the ‘hills: The ‘westerly’ and” north: ilceet 
winds were fresh to strong: The weather‘had become finer, and the rain z 
along the west-coast‘and over the North-West Himalayas, but showers cone 
tinued to be reported from Burma and North-East'India. ‘mean tempera’ 5 
retained lowover North Bombay, part of the west’of the Peninsula and over™ 4 
Lower Burma, Elsewhere’ the heat was excessive. ° 

Friday, Fne\and.—Pressute had ‘changed irregularly, bat had on the: wholeo 
fallen. Pressure: ined:lowest over Northern India:and highest inthe extreme! 
south, but there was apparently at the same time an area of relatively low pres- 
stite and of unsettled ‘weather'over the Bay in-about Lat, 14° The whit ers 

unchanged, the most ‘marked features'of ‘the wind circulation being 


the north+westerly winds over the-Central Provinces‘and the Peniqsula and the ¥ 

southerly winds in Barma. The force bad fallén, and along the west coast the’ 

wind was-unusually tight: sent weather continued: in the ‘north-east,’ but 
fine, ant 


Nice Reine aca was along the — igre ayo none of the= 
uswal heavy emperature ‘conditions’ were ‘little and, except in? 
Butma, the West ‘Punjab anda large'part of Bombay, where the weather was 
‘codl, the heat 'was-greater'than usual. - } 
Saturday, Fune 3rd.—The barometer had fallen over the Indus: Valley »butl 
had changed “ty and ly elsewhere. Pressure had peste more 
uniform over the west of the Peninsula, but elsewhere there had been no import- 
ant change. The plage tigi long thé west coast had died down 
béen succeeded” by ‘variable south-westerly to south-easterly winds. In 
Central Provinces and the centre and west of the Peninsula north-we: 
inds continued, while in Burma and Bengal southerly and south-easterly 
“reported. There had been no eral .rain except in Ba 
‘but one or two showers were reported from the Penii The 
dey ii India, Temperature had 
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three concluding columns of the table show the average acti 
Ligieaes entail ex die akole |e seo Fe 26th to June 3rd, 
‘actual fall has been short of the total normal fall by 20. per cent. of 
South Bihar, the west submontane division of the North-West Provini 
fel age of the North-West Eomaceacall all the Punjab divisions, the 
Gujarat, Kathiawar, 
Peal tne othe avinans Cte 
the whole period, a3 Stee. Kathiaw 
fallen throughout the whole period, and in 
xan Sth ae the total ‘amount for the whole period has 
_ March | pman dy seams almost. everywhere, the 
eos tes Assam and North Bengal on the. 3 
ule di exhibited any excess of 
receiv no rain whatever or only ‘agian 
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sy Report on the state of the oe and Prospects 
the Crops. ; 


Madras—For week ending 3rd Fune.—There was moderate rainfall on fee 
West Coast and on the hills GN scstieed showers elsewhere. The rainfall to 
date has generally exceeded the average. The water-supply is normal for the 
season and is improving in parts. Ploughing is general and sowing has begun on 
the West Coast. The standing crops are in good condition. Pasture is scanty, 
but fodder is be fol Cattle are in normal ee Prices are almost — 
stationary. 


Bombay.—for weet ending Sth Fune—There was rain in ten districts 
during the week, but the fall was ier light. Preparations for monsoon cul- 
tivation are progressing generally, and sowing is going on in seven districts, 
Fodder is sufficient, except in parts of Sind and Baroda territory. Agricultural 
stock is healthy. Prices have risen in seven and fallen insix districts ; elsewhere 
they are stationary. 


Bengal.—For weet ending 5th Fune.—There was good general rain in the 
north and east of the Province; in other parts hot weather prevailed throughout _ 
the week and only scattered showers are reported. ‘The general agricultural 

spects continue satisfactory, but want of rain is felt in some districts. Plough- 
ing and early sowings are proceeding‘and autumn rice and jute already sown are 
doing well. Sugarcane and other crops in the Ree are in good condition. In 
the Sadar sub-givision of Dacca the young paddy plants are being destroyed by 
locusts and insects, and insects have also inti in places in Backergunge. 
Prices continue almost stationary. There is no want of fodder, except in one 
thana in Manbhum, as previously reported. 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—Vor week ending 7th Fune— 
Except for plight showers in a few districts, the weather during the week has 
been clear. Harvesting of extra crops continues in parts. Irrigation of indigo 
and sugarcane and weeding of the latter continue. Preparations for the autumn 
crop 501 are still in progress. Supplies and fodder are sufficient. Prices 
have slightly risen in a few districts, but otherwise they are.gtationary to falling. 


Punjab.—For week ending 8th Fune,—Slight rain has fallen in parts of the 
Sialkot and Rawalpindi districts. Harvesting of the spring crops is nearly finished, 
and watering of extra s sip ots and weeding of sugarcane, tobacco, and cotton 
are in progress. Rain is badly wanted for autumn sowings.. The outturn of 
the spring crops is reported average or below average. Prospects of the extra 

ring crops are fair. The standing autumn crops are generally in fair con- 
Biiea, CoRle aro een lean, puns to the Scarcity of fodder in Delhi, Shah- 
pur, and parts of Ismail Khan; their condition is ie 


from other districts. Fodder is scarce in Delhi, gerne and of 
issar, Peshawar, and Dera Ismail Khan ; but is sufficient, el “! 
especially of wheat—-are fee in Umballa, Amritsar, and 4nd Ravalpnd 


i tcl 
“Peshawar and Dera Ismail Khan ; and are unchanged ee el 
from 16} to 22}; se ob 21; maize 28 to cone 325, bulk 


18-to 26 ; great millet 24 ; and rice 13% to 14% seers per rupee, — 
Central Provinces—Vor meek ending 6th Fune—The weather e 
hot and occasionally cloudy. 3,522: inf 2,23 person: 
the Sate and Damoh districts, Me peat ly. 1 : 
rice has com a 
apie ur, ti Sew Ere of water continues to be felt i Bas 
dla, Chindwars, Chain Bhandara, Nagpur, and 
of seven districts. , The price of 









ddy continues in. 
ihe aa onal Cl 


A 5 dwin, ye 
of | ku, Bhamo, and the U, Chindwin, Sowing of paddy on the hill- 
Wissdes abiahe Northern distlots conlinces. Ploughing “and. soning of dorky 
__ Sesamum, cotton, and peas ; and ploughing for early paddy crops continue in 
most districts. The early crop is being transplanted in Kyaukse. The condi- 
_ “tion of standing crops is generall Boat but dry weather paddy has been injured 
v Eisen tain in Minbu, the Bhamo sw ion of tags, in three town- 
ships of Katha, and in the Legayaing sub-division of the Upper Chindwin. “Price 
of paddy has fallen largely in Akyab; slightly in Myingyan; and has risen in 
_ Thaton ‘and Thayetmyo ; elsewhere it is stationary and generally below normal, 
except in Amherst and the Upper Chindwin, 


* 
Assam.—For week ending 6th Fune.—The weather is wet. Ploughing for 
late tice ; sowing of early rice ; planting of sugarcane ; and plucking and manufac- 
ture of tea are in progress. Prospects of tea are fair, but blight is prevalent in 
ite of Darrang and Sibsagar. "Early tice is partly damaged by insects and rain 
Nowgong. Prices—common rice—Silchar and Dhubri 16, Sylhet 21, Gauhati 
17, Tezpur, Sibsagar, and Dibrugarh 13, and Nowgong 1§ seers per rupee. 
Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 7th Fune.—Mysore: Rainfall— 
he cents inthe Civil and Military station and rain general in the Province. 
‘ices have slightly risen in Kolar and Shimoga and fallen in Bangalore, Hassan, 
and Kadur. Paddy has been sown in Kolar, Tumkur, and Chitaldrug. \ 
CoorG: Rainfall—66 cents. Ploughing for tice and ragi (Eleusine 
covacana) continues. Prices of food-grains are stationary. Water and fodder 
for cattle are sufficient. i 


' Berar and Hyderabad.—For week ending 7th Fung—BERaR: The 
weather is warm and cloudy. Preparation of land for the monsoon crop conti- 
nues. Fodder is scarce in the Wun district... The water-supply is insufficient: 
in parts of five districts. Prices are steady. ; 

HYDERABAD: Rainfall during the week—3 cents. The winter rice h: 
is over, Preparations for the autumn sowings are going on. Prices of ‘in 
are steady. ‘ices—wheat 10, coarse rice 10}, and jowart 25} seers per current 
sicca rupee. 

Central India.—For week ending 7th Fune.—Partial rain fell during the 
week in the Bhopal Agency. Agricultural operations have been completed in 
Gwalior, Bundelkhand, and Hicoae Agricultural stock and pasturage are in 
good condition. Prices are above normal in Bundelkhand and normal elsewhere. 


Rajputana.—for week ending 7th Fune.—Rainfall—11 cents in Bikanir. 
icultural operations are proceeding satisfactorily. Agricultural stock is i 
fair to good condition, but is getting lean and emaciated in Kherwara. Fodd 
scarce throughout the greater part of Rajputana. Pricesare rising in two States, 
and there is a slight rise in Ajmere; they are fluctuating in Jhallawar and are — 
steady elsewhere. Seven persons emigrated from Ajmere during the week. 
total emigration from Merwara to date numbers—4,431. The numbers employed 
. ,on relief works were—Ajmere 617, Merwara 5,292, and Marwar 950. There are 
0 311 on ordinary works and 237 on gratuitous relief in Ajmere-Merwara. 
Prices—Ajmere 18%, Beawar 18}, and Marwar 15 seers per rupee, ‘ 
- Kashmir.—For week ending 6th Fune.—The weather is fine. 
‘of spring crops are excellent. Prices continue below normal. Rice—27 seers 
"per rupee. 3 Bow 
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‘) Branch line 
100,799,565 109 611,801 
se —_—_ 


q The i cecid bie isl iota a uae EE RL 1 
over that of the previous year, bringing ‘the total up to sais 24,474,090 




















e as under :— ity 
189697. 1897-98. 
I. Rx. Rx 
17,6; ‘State railway ee iets hile + 19,0445525, 
76 35,180 Cancantand allways 3 5 es + 544,500 
24,052 Subsidised railways (repayment of advances 
of intersat)..iqee ges alle! Loe 14,969 
23,348,836 Grand TOTAU ge + 244$74)090 
‘ —= 


hy whe. s charges for the showed a decrease of Rx. 102,111, bringing 
the total Pioatiel toes to Rea one as under :— 





Rx. Rx. 
11,487,615 Working hy ot eee eer et 
"830,2 riven age pape PL a heey o sobstok 
5,217,085 Interest on. arin outlay, inclu: ing to Tp 
terest paid to Guaranteed Compani 5,050,245 










ig Interest on debt incurred for Capital, « fae 
by Facey Tecminale angiisisued for prc of SiS 
ways wes . 1 
ypjoag! N Oln aogeat os hah aSeag EON eae 
26,008,817 \ GRAND TOTAL — «25,906,706 
homme (memes 





to the 
ate shy of the A : charge for the 
ee beet Si 


: te est 
69 abe tating) 


1,438, Guaranteed railways. 
—bo, “Subsidised Companies 
pt Miscellaneous, 














jose mo aa 
ek 








pea ieee 
clam ogabie Tnmaae eaten oad "end, 


Raed Caprio tant enicies ad Aas 
HS ye pet acral ipa aha 
—State Usilinays—Copital ebarge involved in Redemption of Liabilities, 
Wheat" Gap!” Acoust a 


8 of the following Native 
‘dealt with in this Department :-— 











‘at the close of 1897-98 may be stated 


Sporaing Soiovecimsnit fhe ear, Secs, 

at the rate of are dee oe ol tee th 
on the open 

_ the rato of 6:10 per cent. ne a bse 

~~ 16. The above results, ma Spiel eg acre Socata Pl iA 


Capital actually incurred by the cannot be taken. i 
Cl hy eal, omits Bn etch tn ang 
various Those 










way, the return from State 
panies might be stated as 

‘the Kast Indian Railway, the 
and Delhi Railway, the Oud and 


4 Railways, on other State Railways whose 
; stated in rupees, and on the State lines leased to Companies, 

oes to be made yearly to pet, the sterling interest upon a sum 
436,517, which is theamount of the sterling capital; while rupee interest 
i upon Rx, 104,277,346, which is the amount of the rupee capital 





The effect as regards dividend to a shareholder is the same as if the 
sterling sum of £98,486,517 were converted into rupee capital at the rate of 
- exchange for the year and the resulting rupees added to the rupee capital of 
- Rx, 104,277,846 to form the total upon which the shareholder's return is based. 
_ Btated in this way the Capital outlay on these lines is equivalent to 
| -- Rx, 258,228,567, and the net receipts of Rx. 10,152,033 give a return of 8:93 

















per cent, thereon. 
18, The not receipts from the following Railways exceeded the interest 
charges for the year:— 5 
a Ket Romie 
Raruwars, ect | alteent and | surplus to State. 
jompanies), 
: Iranian, Rx. Rx. Rx. 
East Indian . . : . . . +} 9,991,277 2,641,776 1,289,501 


“Rojputana-Malwa System =. sss | (981,420 606,981 | 874445 
Tiroot - + kee me} 181,880} 108,080 77,700 
Buti Benge) 0. ww sw | | 863,701 | soren7 | ere ine 


“Palanpur-Deesa . + tube . . "1,287 933 204 
Pia Shed OANA go 2 jd hrna oe ov atcha Seah eA ANS 1,879 8,054 
Lucknow-Bardlly, =. + + + | 80,804 36,188 218 
“South Indian =. 7. se sg] 880,548, 982,079 4,404 


 Guntakul-Mysore Frontier =. + . 26,516 28,008, 2,908 











indian Railway is stated portly in 

























Tndian and hand was due chiefly to 
troops in connection with the frontier pete 
ved favourable ; to an increase 
wing to the failure of the 
ar and jt and 


lway occaree Gilby madeu 
export raf in evel, ole 


thie fa 





«ries in “inthe Bombay ‘Presidency which 





23, ah os yet reemesb aes actuals were more than the Boda 
Estimate by ,020,825, the principal increases being on the Bast Indian — 
and North sec Railways to the extent of Kx. 684,151. ree Re. he 
oe ee ‘The more important variations from the Budget Estimate on 

idual lines are as under :— 

‘The increase of Rx. 584,181 on the East Indian Railway is attributed 
to the Budget Estimate ean tee been placed at a moderate figure 
owing to uncertaiaty as to pects of the year in conse- 

In tae ‘the and the daily. Phat prevailed at the time, 
fhe far wever, contributed to gn increase of the goods 
traffic Oy tbe the movement of imported food-grains to the famine- 
stricken districts. 

f ‘The increase on the Burma Railways is attributed to the receipts ha 

g been under-estimated in the Budget Estimate as it was anti 
that the receipts wero not likely to exceed those of the previous 
year which was.a bumper one. A second year, however, of even 
greater general prosperity ensued with the result that the railway 
earnings for the year are the highest on record. 

The increase on the Eastern Bengal State nego was due to the traffic 
in jute having been very favourable, to an increase in the 
bsgh from sundry traffic, the causes ie which are explained 

h 22 above. 

‘The fara on the Bengal Central Railway was ‘due ‘to the causes men- 
tioned in paragraph 22 above. 

‘The increase on the Bengal and North Wvaatenca and Tirhoot Railways 
was due chiefly to an improvement in the receipts from steam- 
boat traffic. There was a decrease in the goods traffic owing to 
the estimate having been fixed at too high a figure, 

‘The increase on the Indian Midland Railway is attributed chiefly to the 

troop traffic which cba he to _and from 
the North-West Frontier, and i edad of grain into the 
tract of country affected by hel ‘and scarcity not. Bang. 

‘been anticipated at the time the Budget Estimate was re 

‘The increase on the Lucknow-Bareilly Railway was duc to the develop- 
ment of oot ad sae Ww ae exports of grain rege and 
jaggaree, tl iter harvest having been yé good conse- 
quence of the favourable rains of 1897. oe A 

‘The large increase of Rx. 482,821 on the North Western Railway is 
attributed iy the causes mentioned in paragraph 22 above. f 

‘The inoreases on the Mysore Stute and East Coast Railways were a 
to the causes mentioned in paragraph 22 above. 

‘The deerease of Rx, 275,530 on the itl aero Railway is made 
up of Shien gainer gaa) ing traffic, Rx. 69,586, and goods 

) was Under 


traffic, Rx. 213,887, Wh 

Preparation it it was re caller 

pr idiaicta ace ao iat 
‘The decrease on the Bengal-Nagpur Tau is nbtributed t thine not 


having been much stock for export duris 
1 iw ft af 15, Sew 
























Holkar for the Holkar State, Railway, which 











_-— and'the Sind, Punjab and Delhi, li in 1958, at the rate of £5-8-3: 
per £100 stook. In the case of the East Indian Railway A ottion ees 
. 


ob Ay a 
pany; the Eastern terminating in 1957, E3040 5 fd 


equivalent to one-fifth of the commuted value of the capital sto 
O00 kas iat dofocrol sil on ai'swoa ae at A pak oon page 
‘The holders of this portion of the stock participate in the surplus profits. 
88, The charges in respect of each line were as follows :— " 














of the Guarantood Rail during 1497-98 Schee 
transactions of each Pe cheap the year wore as 











being much Sees average, the ages a good Cyl 
Notwithstanding the reduction in earnin; fe eae 
‘exceeded those of 1806-97 by Rs. pe eitae raqa ey Aes outlay | 
Me the espe ants and Wagon epkerena i connection with the 4 
’s axles and repairs awe e 


 Feplacement: of 
of ee ar 
_ skied whe ate was & eta extent compensated | 


ings fell off by 
wr 20,8708. Unier Coaching 
was counter- 
goods ae the latter part of 
I expenses was feianieadiy te si oute 
Jay in connection with the renewal of carriage and wagon stock and the repince- 
ment of Warren girders. 
48. On the Madras Railway ph Peeper tear! a nce uci gh 1896-97 
by Rs. 3,62,474, due almost entirely improvement in Goods traffic in 
with grain and pulse. Mare, was alac a sighs improvement in the 
of coal for the public: The working expenses were practically the 
same asin the preceding year. 


Comparison with Actuate of 1896-97 and the Budget and Revisad Estimates, 

; A statement, attached to this review as Schedule B, compares in detail | 

Ta Minne otiage with the Revised and Budget Estimates and the 
following is a summary of the net results :— 














The decrease in payments on account of 
with the actuals of the previous year, is due 
Peninsula Rail 


due to the Bombay, Bareda 

ving ke ed in the second-half of 

1897. The decrease, as comy -with the Revised Estimate, is due to no i 

ments having been made to the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway for 

contribution to the Provident Fund, owing to the accounts for the second-half 
of 1897 having been closed late in the year. 

‘The decrease in Land and Supervision, as compared with the actuals of 
the previous year, occurred chiefly in Bengal, North-Western Provinces and 
Madras, ‘The reduction in Bengal is due to the formation of a separate Consult~ 
ing Engineer’s Office in Rangoon, that in the North-Western Provinces is due to 
changes in the personnel of the staff, and that in the Madras Sperone 
attributed principally to the greater part of the land required for the “Salt 
(Cctisar Junction sxraogemonts” having heen, paid forin 1806-07. ‘Tho lapse 
on the and Revised Estimates is due to the provision made 
for the required for the Calicut-Cannanore Bi of the Madras Railway, 
not being utilized in full sie ap the commencement of construction opera~ 
tions having been delayed by the question of gauge being still unsettled, 

‘The decrease in the interest one oe compared with the Actuals of 
1896-97 and the Budget Estimate was due to the more favourable rate of 
‘exchange y 





Effect on State Revenues, 
57. The following table shows the direct results to the State of the work- 
dig olin Guaxcbed Salivegl treerers 

















r J 








_78, During the (ad the following amounts were recovered from the Com: 








ies, ete., noted , and were credited to this head :— 
From the Kashmir Durbar on account of expenditure incurred 
Pe ae ide eee ae 1,074 
y B oh aeount o} 
eppnatiioreincurel ERED UNIS fee 9800 
From the Bengal-Nagpar Railway Company on agcoant of 
jiture incurred on the Outtack-Midnapur-Caloutta 
Railway Survey . . at . . . : 19,206 ‘r 
From the East Indian Railway Company on account of expendi- 
pon uate Yeloe aad DengalcNceye? Rail seein eer 
“Nagpur Railvwa 
: on soseals of ‘arnesditieriedarrol on 41 sMoglal Bersi> 
& Howrah Railway Survey. sw sw, 808 
From tho sale of engines, ote,, from the Abt material and engine 
dmuspenes BeoOUTE Nite ig aa oy TTRR. 
From the Madras Hailway Company on acoount of expenditure 
inourred on the Cannanore-Caliout Survey... «8,000 
; ‘Moran. 55,248 





— 
Vhe recoveries from Companies, detailed above, were on account of : 
incurred by Government on surveys which, on construction being unde i 
by a Company, is brought on to tho capital account of the line concerned. 
ceredit i 


the Abt material a ngine “represents 
gross ae a pee peceigin eure smaer ratern Baily ~The d 
_ elation in cost has, under the orders of Government, been to 
ch 7% ‘During the tod i hal genres we be 








Ge tre Railway: (borat soto 


aaa De a pesos ate 


(metre-gauge link) 
"By the Ageney of Companies = 
+ Bet tadies ai bien extension (Moghal Sarai-Gya) . 


‘ee pa 


Bonga and North-Western Railway extensions. 


‘Temporary Pen Sai Station 3 new Pari Station” | 
Braga end orth-Vestorn Ieilany, Companys Section — 
—— Ganges-Gogea-Doab lines — 
-Azamgarh to Shabganj 














Are 


oa 





~ and stores: 
fullundur-Hoshiarpur 


ShndipallcJolbpore Frentior | 
Toray 
Expenditure by Agency of Com- 
‘panies. 
‘Seam Bengal (Cansructin) 
Hajipur-Katihar extensions | 


580,90) 
10,847) 









152,299) 






















, 
50,000 | 39,153} 12800 | —1 958, 
107,151)(a)211,000 | —103,849; 118,600 | —it's49 
5 80,000 | 26,444) 26,700 | 4-27,856 
452,500 | 411211) 449;900 | 4 Tein 

His + 7,729) 5,000 | 42,798 

ee +3,029) ¥,000 +29 

800,000 | —54,585| 264,000 | —19,465. 

he +70,676, 91,400 | —20,724 

696,916} $00,000 | —103,084] 698,80 +316 
124,722] 80, +44,722/ 180,000 | 5,278 
186,492) 185,000} —48,608)- 188,700 | —2'208, 
87,263} —7,600 | 19,663) 1,600 | —88,863 
pak tts aan igs) ~ 00 38 
577 +577 600 23 
790) +799 2,500 | —1,701 
2,855,158) 2,928,100 | —407,967| 2,546,800 | 191,167 
1,130,817) 1,298,000 | —168,683, 3,181,300 | 1,085 
2,678] 1,080,700 | 418,022 , +12978 
22,585) * 50,000 |" 61,500 | —so1915 
3,865) 600,000 500,000 | —s3,18% 
























| 9,842,500 











—tThe nctunls fell short of Sia, Estimate by Bx, 152,299, 
variations being us 





; on the Warora_Coll chiefly to the value of machin 
if “aE he i fa vay using 180607 hoving bet 


ee craig Borgen Nis Geet Rohilkhand Raitway attributed to the 
ee Ao ort ; to delay in the supply of from 


ey ais A aN org way due to the restriction of expen- 
Bae i Pa st obee Serete niet ochre 


on Eeplabatece 
An excess on the Eastern Bengal State Railway due to increased expendi- 
ture for doubling the line from aiacen to laha ; to expendi- 
ture incurred on works at Pach la, Ohitpore and 
Nathati and to an stnnteasats tis Bullet ob additional rolling 
iengpinesoe el ate! 


ruction.—The. actuals fell short of the Budget Estimate 
by Rx, aT Seair scat akciek omen = 


A lapse on the Rungpur-Dhubri Rail (Geesta Bridge) due to the 
asain ’of the’ eg not. Biriagteoen commenced as oe as 
‘was originally intended. 

A lapse on the Raji ee ee ee oe operations 
eran ig been pushed on to: ne tient at welpereia theadaee 


A fel na hn Mari-Attock Railway due mainly to the restriction of 


expenditui 
A lapse on the Bezwada-Madras Railway due to short outlay under 
Ballast and Permanent-way;; to the poarenerieis of Le of the 
works under Stations and dings to the non-arrival of 
and to dela: hada carriage and wagon stock by the’ 
Madras 4 
‘The Budget Betinaie of the Kotri-Rohri Railway provided se, 
ture both on that failway and on the anaes Fr teath 
Rohri Railway was, however, transferred to 
the North Western Railway during the year pera the pve 
separation of the grant was effected. Compared with the provision 1 
" made in the Budget Estimate for expenditure on the Indus Bridge, ~~ 
ee atpae opera which is attributed chiefly to the non- 
arrival of girders from bie ome 
A aii ares Godavari Br due chiefly to short expenditure on 


eee er ing 1000-07 having oon vole and peas ou 

Rf i, Me al are aler ap 

_ An excess or the Rai ‘Bareli-Bonares Railway ed 
probable savings, | 























the distribution being as follows :— 
pease se ag ren ReRwiy za 

Bee I padalaer toute eestor arte) 0 
Setar cae tee eee ee 

48.—Capital expenditure on State Railways not charged 


‘against Revenue yw kk 
51 —Capital involved in redemption of liabilities > 
‘Ontlay met from debentures raised Companies: 


Toru 


this review as Schedule G. 





Rx, 
15,958,828 


57,344,608 
183,802,934 


Rx, 
6,550,981 


6,509,881 
2,358,794 


81,641,844 
89,558,451 
2,688,083 


3 188,802,984) 
; a 
101. Full details of the above will be found in the statement attached to 


: England: » 
rbot 















7Aerg18 
Extensions 4. Sele 703) 








or, as stated in the Indian accounts, sterling being converted into rupees at the 
contract rates of exchange, the figures stand as under :— 





























107. The fiet Capital expenditure during the year on the Guaranteed Rail- 
ways amounted to £399,568 as below:— of 

















table compares the aotual not withdrawals a 
¢ Actuals of 1806.07, and with the Budget and. Revise Estates 


‘Budget and 











110. The increase in the actuals as compared with those of the year 
occurred on the Great Indien Peninsula Railway in connection with the outlay — 
“in England on stores, etc., which was nearly 26 lakhs more than in the 
pestle year. ‘increase has 

ftom Nae eae Scare 
earria; wagons. decrease as com) 
the came of all three lines was due 








* 





Mya My 
Rohilkthand-Kumson (hacknon-Barlly Section). 
‘Assam-Bengal. 7 
Burma allway: h die ngrthaeas , 

* Ahmedabad-Parantij. 

* South Behar. $ 

* Mymensingh-Jamalpur. 

* Brahmaputra-Sultanpur. 

* Tapti Valley.» 

* HurdwarDebra. 


112. The pe masses these Co 
risk) consists postly of Sista 
‘on 


fae Oe Be Cap. 5. The sums thus raised and advanced to the 
ate considered as part of the Companies’ capital.’ Interest on such 
is charged against the Railway Revenue Account and has to be met before 
surplus profits can be declared. 
113, The financial terms of the contracts, the rates of interest guaranteed 
and the rates of exchange at which the caj Blin peareciee carne 
vary in each case. ‘These points are 
114. B nt Central Battery Thin St “theres ‘of the Beng 
Central Railway POMDNNTALA Th RENT. asa matter of convenience, classed 
among State Railways. Railway was originally constructed under a limited 
guarantee of interest at the rate of 4 peccset et annum, while the line was 
under construction, such cee Ba bell interest thereon, being 
able out of surplus profits, A contract was, however, extends int, 
with effect from the Ist July ies cate ae the ia rae 
‘tee of 3} per cent. on share capital and a quarter of ne! 
Gaitvpearly, the ‘im to the repayment of interest advanced under the 
contract being at the same time waived. The capital of the Compan ore 
‘Ast a rime contd bak ei are a ed lee sree 
5] ipany before Government over 
“Teal eurency sb to bo Ba, 90,88,685, the. expendieare : 
Sreaneinpree sgerad sue aca poidetse ae 
ni wi | 
verted at the rate of le. Siaena the eapes pine 
115. Bengal-Ne Ba the 
the rate of 4 per Cor erscinnie Gn Maes cat 
eecterctie pe ent 




















inst the Ben; fagpur Railway is due 
see Pe oe 485,383 * ple re 
“itm State Railway, which was subsequently taken 
is. 26 abinye), wi Aa outing in India on the exten- 


i Efile mn oe ee 
fe are 
tnd ako 
‘These items are classed, iy ehrred 

Bette Lanne and 
= Gomtration of eye aod te lineye~Conriion 

Cea wih tes rin Ste nthe Dp end Bese 

Estimates. 


“129, In the follow expenditure during the 
od with the ct * tthe ota 





of the Sini-Midi 
Ee Rail 1 of 
peerage Series 
Spat boty: os 
cclp eee 
[ee seiisnont oan Theat Walle alain. ee oo tia po 
» ir c . 
8 thee lene, the last three were only started during the course of the previous 
rose = seen pe en nae Dele eee Erber nis parvo 
luring the , also ‘Swe ie Increase. cipal eases: 
on the Tndian Midland Rallway dus to Huctuations fun ie ecuee 
on the Ahmedabad-Parantij Tailvay due to the construction of the line 
‘having been practically completed in the previous year. % 






Compared with Budget Estimate. 6 


181. As compared with the Budget Estimate there was a lapse of 
Rex. 1,024,648. ‘The principal variations are explained below :— 
‘The lapse of Rx. 281,585 on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway was due entirely _ 
oa short ee to the extent of Rx. 441,853 on English stores. 
owing to the Engineers’ strike in England and to the delay in 
sending forward indents and in letting contracts for girders. | 
There was, however, an excess of Rx. 160,268 over the provision 
made for e liture in India due chiefly to the refund to Goy- 
ernment of the cost of baad! undertaken in previous years in 
connection with the Sini-Midnapore-Outtack-Oalcutta Mxten- 
sions and to greater progress of work on the extensions, 
‘The lapse of Rx. 85,561.0n the Southern Mabratta Rail occurred, 
9% chiefly from the provision made for expenditure in England, and =~ 
wags due eee to indents not haying been complied with in full, 
and to the annual indent for miscellancous stores being less 
than the provision was made in the Budget Estimate. There 
also a lapse on the provision made for expenditure in India 
due chiefly to the restriction of expenditure; to several new ~ 
‘ works not having been sanctioned, and to the postponement of 
the construction of a part of the additional g-stock owing 
to the late arrival of material from England, 
‘The i yaa theme State Railway pee, to the es of 
jovernment restricting expenditu in consequence of. 
several new works for which provision was made in i dat $ 
Estimate were postponed, and several sanctioned works were hi 
in abeyance, i 
‘The lapse on the Burma Eniaeeyy eedne chai, to the construction 
of the Mandalay-Kunlon i 









‘The lapse of Rx. $1,275 on 
construction of station 


cota, 12,274 on tho 
ore seeks 
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180. Revenve—The line is worked by the Indian Midland Railwa; 


following terms: ia ema 
1 inbegs 














IMPERIAL, 
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39-—Guaranreny 
‘SURPLUS. 
‘Soreaviston, axo intexast. 
‘Surplus Profits, * 
n 
Geet lan Pastore er 
1 
Tor. 
mn ge 


Land and Supervision, 
India (share of office ‘of ‘Director 
of Railway 

Central Provinces 
Burma. 
ee any 

‘North-Western Provinces and Ova ¢ 
Madan a's oa: sig Sai 

J—Aniount recoverable from 
‘Companies on account of 
Government supervision. 





Interest, 
Barode and Centeal dia. 
Greet tad Pekenuis tt 
Madras. + . + 
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$0,319 
15,911 
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ParidpurSanjia- Ris moa Bauleah 


Sncvey 
a im th 
Midesper-jbeat eink tha Ranch Tatas 
Sees io ee 
SakehJainagar atl 
aes “Magura 
Mananadi Bridge Survey 1 
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Dis Dun $ gtd 


Dehn Sur 
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Suse Survey | A 

Bhatinda-Samasata St + 

‘Umballn-Kallea-Simla St 

Abt Material and Eager Seipense 
roan 


Biaterial 


[Beran get fosters 
Sukkur-S! ar Survey 


Rovnreiashanas Sert7 
edeecPeoie eey t 
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Manmad st 
‘Shadipall-Jodhpore Frontier 
Tora. 
Deduct—Outiay met from debentures 
raised by. the ast Indian 

‘Raliway Compaey”” 


Nev Toran 








PROVINCIAL, 


XXVI and gB—Stare Race 
"ways. 





Gross Tr and 
‘rafic Receipts and Working 
































* Carrrat or INDIAN Ratuway 


State tines leased to Companies. 


Assam-Bengal_ 
6 
Indian Mi 












































‘| p00 | 8ag000 | a6n276| 447.s00} —s1s000]  sto780| —gt2,900 































































2,140,000 
ato 840000) sasoe2| saoqco0 | —symac0| conee | aarsaa4| S669 | aon 
= = 4 Se, 
& 
50000 





259,058 
1958499 
3.307990 

799,590 
BISH14 
2088,129 
891,263 
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Great Westera of India Railway Survey (project 
abandoned). ‘: 


‘Stores issued without charge to Nizam's Railway 


‘M yinmwu-Monywa Survey 
‘Assam-Burma Connection Survey 
Meikta-Myiogyan (land) - 
“| Thedaw-Myingyan Survey + 
‘Chitagong-Akyab-Minkla Servey 
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pene nee Bridge) 
KotriRohri . 

Mari-Attock . 

Lyilipur-Khanewal 

Ludhiana-Ferozepore 
Jullunder-Hoshiarpur 
Bernier (Bare Bead Seton) 


Godavari Bridge 2 + 6 «© « - 


“Shadipalli-jodhpore frontier. 
Bengal Nagpur Extensions. 
Indian Midland—Saugor-Katni Section 
Brahmaputra-Sultanpur . .e 
, South Behar . . ae 
Mymensingh-Jamalpur . . 
Hurdwar-Debra A 
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-_® The Finance and Revenue 


BENGAL NAGpur RAILway. 














INTEREST, 


Awount paw 1 Exocaxp. 





Sterling | Rate of 
payments. | exchange. 





a 
a 8891917 
4: 
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at and the air very deycover Upper and Central Ing 
Peninsula the weather was overcast and showery, . 
North Bengal the rainfall had increased. The mean temperature was low for | 


time of year over the Western desert and parts of Madras, of Burma and of North. 


Sarin pipet prone tn eniatamnicn er eeamal easyer 5 pas 
much as -+10° at Amraoti. 


* Wednesday, Fune 7th—Pressure had been steady.and the distribution, was, 
unaltered. The winds had become-more irregular and unsteady again tl 
‘west coast, but the directions were practically unaltered. in other parts of the — 
country. . Rain continued to fall.over the west of the Peninsula and over Burma, 
and North-East India, The amounts were generally lighter than on the 6th, 
‘but there were some heayyish amounts, as, for example, 4°70 inches 

4°50 inches at Silchar and 742, inches at Mangalore: The mean t 
was low for the time of yearin North Bombay, Malabar, Saris, Asana 
North Bengal, and_ remained ., xcéssive elsewhere, At Seoni, and Nagpur the 





Sth-There w: in no change to record in the ressure, 
“conditions, Pry, Fe sth very Abs eho oll along the. pa. coast, 
“ ‘much lighter than usual. Some easterly winds, were appearing in b 
3engal and Bihar. Scattered showers were reported from Western India nd. 
© light to heavy rain from Burma, ‘Assam and North Bengal.” At "yeien 
inches of rain had fallen. The temperature conditions, relatively to the 1 
agers She somnerasicn thes ate. f Ba: =e 
(Fridligs Subs othe Showers ol rain ihad-exieaded,40., the vcentral aisles 
, of India, and these had been followed by. a rapid fall of temperature and a 
- to rapid rise'of pressure. At the'same time the wind had shifted to the southward, 
along the west coast, but these were the only changes of importance, Light — 
_ to moderately heavy rain continued to be reported from the same districts as 
; day. The temperature*remained low, over Upper Burma, 
"Assam and North Bengal, but the large excess of temperature over the 
“parts of India had, nen ote sent toe tehe -obmereneenDnip > 














ea 

general rain which, though somewhat lighter than usual in Burma, was 
heavy in, parts of Assam, These south-easterly and easterly winds did not 
much beyond the regions quoted above, and West Bengal, the Gangetic 
and the greater part of North-West India were under the influence of dry westerly _ 
winds, so that, beyond a few light showers in’ West Bengal, the North-West 4 
oe ee districts of the Punjab, the weather was 

cover the whole of the Gangetic Plain and a large part of North-West India. 
Along the west coast there has occurred a marked extension in the amount and 
area of rainfall. On Sunday, the 4th, the only fall was in the extreme south-west, 
‘the heaviest fall being 2°31 inches at Coghin, but by the sth rain had extended — 

ward to Goa and by the close of the week,had spread all along the west 

: ‘as well as ‘inland over the Deccan, Central India, Berar, the a 
Provinces, Khandesh and Gujarat. But though these returns show that the 
monsoon set in during the week under review, the change was carried out. 
quietly and gradually, and the rainfall was at no time very heavy, nor was the 
‘setting in of the rains accompanied with the burst of unsettled, stormy, weather 
which ordinarily accompanies this change along the west coast of India ai " 
Ceylon. The rainfall returns show that daily rain occurred throughout the > 
_ in Burma and Assam ; that in East and North Bengal rain set in steadily ar 

heavily on the ‘7th, and that in other parts of Bengal there’ were 
showers throughout the week; that in Chota Nagpur and Bihar there wer 
showers on the oth and roth ; that in Malabar rain fell during the whole 

in other parts of the west of the Peninsula rain commenced on the 6th f 
‘th, and that in the central districts'of India rain fell on the 8th, oth 

the rainfall was unimportant 





has been 50 quiet. thane tae Thowiver ie. ed exceptions 

s general lightness, thus in Upper Burma there has. been an excess of 

, in the Surma division of Assam of g'80 inches, in the hill division of 

10°41 inches, in the Brahmaputra division of 2°75 inches, in North 

‘Bengal of-g'13 inches, in South-Central Madras of o'29 inch, in Berar of oes 

‘in Kathiawar of 039 inch and in Central Madras of 6'r5 inch. The 
deficiency has been greatest in Arakan, Malabar, Coorg and the ud where 
we ‘between 3} inches and 6 inches. 


~ As the present is the first week of a flesh rainfall period, the information 
given in the three concluding columns of the rainfall table is the same as that 
given in the first three, 


‘The following were the prin large totals recorded at individual stations 
during the week : ae 


















Burma . ,  ~ Kyaikto(Thaton) . . . .g'05 inches, 
Rathedaung (Akyab) . . «1092 
ates) os 5 thee” Tee tes ae og 
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GoveRNMEeNT oF INDIA. ah 

;PARTMENT OF REVENUE AND-AGRICULTURF. . 
eekly Report on tho stato of the Season and Prospects of 
i See the Crops. ie 





_ Madras.—For week ending roth Fune—The rainfall was good on the 

- West Coast and on the Nilgiris; elsewhere there were seasonable scattered 

owers, ‘The water-supply is generally adequate for the season, Ploughing is 

general and some sowings are being made. Crops are still standing on a limited 

\” atea, and are generally in good condition. Pasture is scanty, but fodder is 
sufficient. Cattle are in normal condition. Prices are Pa slightly easier, 

except in parts of the Circars and the Deccan, s 


Bombay.—Vor week ending 15th, Fune.—Moderate or light rain fell in all 
districts of the Presidency Proper during the week. The spring crops in one 
taluga of Thar and Parkat have been slightly damaged by cyclonic winds. 
Ploughing and sowing operations are generally Progressing. ‘odder is sufficient, 
except in parts of Sind and Baroda territory. 7 ae ae stock is healthy. 
Prices have risen in ten and fallen in two districts ; elsewhere they are stationary. 


4 Bengal.—For weet ending 12th F¥une.—There was rain in every district of 

Bengal Proper during the week, but, except in the Eastern and Northern districts, 

it was generally light. In Bihar, Orissa, and Chota Nagpur only sscattered 
showers are reported, Early rice and jute are nearly all sown and weeding is now 

going on. Lands are being prepared for the sowing of the autumn and winter 

Tice crops, but rain is required in several parts, Sugarcane promises well. 

There was a flight of locusts in the Sonthal Parganas, but little or no damage is 
reported. The locusts in Dacca reported last week are destroying the young 
paddy plants in the Sadr and Munshiganj sub-divisions, Except for a slight 
tise in some districts, the price of common rice was generally stationary. *No- 
want of fodder is reported. 





North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending rgth Fune— 
Cloudy and unsettled weather prevailed during the week and rain fell in many 
districts, Harvesting of extra crops is nearly over. Irrigation is being resorted 
to where necessary. Sugarcane is thriving and is being weeded. A fight of 
locusts passed over the Allahabad, Hamirpur, and Partabgarh districts, but no 
damage is reported. Markets are adequately stocked. Fodder is sufficient. 
Prices show a tise in some districts, but are otherwise either stationary or 
fluctuating. $ 


Punjab.—For week ending 15th Fune—Rain has fallen in parts of the 
Umballa, Lahore, Amritsar, and Rawalpindi districts. Harvesting of spring crops 
is nearly finished. Sugarcane and cotton crops are being weeded. The standing 
‘crops are being watered, and ploughings and sowings of other autumn crops z 
“are in progress, Rain is badly wanted throughout the Province. The outturn 7 
of the spring: crops is reported average or below average and that of extra 
spring crops is also expected to be generally average. The standing crops are 
_ fair on itrigated areas, Sugarcane has been slightly damaged by white-ants i 
Sialkot owing to drought. Cattle are reported lo be in poor condition in 
Delhi and parts of the Hissar and Dera Ismail Khan districts. Fodder is 
“se mS Deli, 'Shahpur, parts of Peshawar, and in Dera Ismail Khan, 
sient elsewhere. Prices—especially of wheat—are rising in Um 
; falling in Mooltan, Assi, Rawalpindi as began 
are unchanged elsewhere. Wheat is selling from 16} to 22}, 
ae 32, great millet 24, bulrush-millet 18 





















In Saugor, Damoh, a Hosh: tee 2,300 and 1,005 i ECs 
tively, are in receipt of village 3 ane the last district 228 persons are in 


receipt of gratuitous relief. The pr ition of'land for autumn sowings has been _ 
laa in Wardha; almost completed in Betul, Nagpur, and Chanda; and is 

in progress elsewhere, Sowing operations have begun in the Dhamtari tahsil' of 
Raipur; and sowing of rice is in progress in parts of Mandla, Bhandara, Bilaspur, 
and Sambalpur, ie excessive heat at the beginning of the week: has ly 
damaged the recent rice sowings in Sambalpur, i sgrmaytes ey in parts of 
Saugor, but caused no pels Insufficiency of, water fodder is reported 
from some districts. Prices show a tendency to rise. The price of wheat, gram, _ 
rice, and juar has risen in some districts, and has fallen in others. The cheapest ~ 
prices are—wheat 20, gram 37, rice 21, and juar 29 seers per rupee ; the dearest 
prices are—wheat 133, gram 18, rice 10, and jwar 18% seers per rupee, 


Burma.—For week ending 10th $une.—In Lower Burma ploughing pro- 
gresses everywhere and sowing has commenced in Pegu, Thongwa, Thaton, and 
Amherst. In Upper Burma pase of dry weathet paddy has been completed, 
except in Katha and in parts of Pakokku, The crop has been damaged by rains 
or floods in Minbu, the Bhamo sub-division of Bhamo, the Mahlaing township of 
the Ruby Mines district, and the Legayaing sub-division of Upper Chindwin, 
Ploughing for and sowing of the early upland crops, early sesamum, and cotton are 
in progress. Sowing of cotton is completed in the Kyoukpadoung township of 
Myingyan. Sowing of paddy on hill sidescontinues in Bhamo, Myitkyina, and 
the Ruby, Mines district, and is finished in the Northern Shan States. Ploughing 
for early wet weather paddy continues on low lands and sowing has begun in 
‘The standing crops are generally promising, except in the Pagan township of 
Myingyan, where more rain is wanted. Price of paddy has fallen in Rangoon, 
Akyab, Pegu, Thongwa, Bassein, and Thayetmyo.and largely in Tharrawaddy * 

sd Arabs SD price has risen in Myingyan; elsewhere it is stationary. 





_ + Assam.—For week ending 13th June—The weather is rainy and une 
favourable for tea. Ploughing for late rice; sowing of early rice; planting of 
sugarcane; and plucking and manufacture of tea are in progtess. Sowing of 

rice seedlings continues in Cachar, eee aud Lakhimpur. Tea blight is dis- 
appearing in Darrang, but is prevalent in Cachar and in parts of Kamrup. Late 
nice and sugarcane are somewhat damaged by floods in Sylhet. Early rice 
has been aged by insects and rain in parts of Nowgong and late rice 
seedlings by insects in posal of Darrang. Prices—common rice—Silchar and 
Dhubri 16, Sylhet 19, Gauhati 17, Tezpur, Sibsagar, and Dibrugarh 12, and 
Nowgong 15 seers per rupee. 


Mysore and Coorg.—for week ending 13th Fune.—Mysore ; Rainfall— 
40 cents in the Civil and Military station A ee pet and good in parts 
of Hassan and Chitaldrag, Prospects are good. Prices have slightly risen in 
Kolar, Kadur, and Shimoga, Rag? (£veusine coracana) has sown in 
Tumkur and Mysore. Bes 


CoorG :—Rainfall—4 inches 62 cents. Ploughing for rice continues, 
Prices of food-grains are stationary. Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. 


Berar and Hyderabad—For week ending 14th June—BuRar: The 
weather continues warm and cloudy. Preparation of for the rain 
* cop is in progress. Fodder is insufficient in the Wun district. A 


water still prevails. Prices are almost stationary. 

HvpeRA@AD Rainfall during the wesk—one inch 6 cents. 

pasion ee ae in Laas 2 5. winter rice harvest is over. 
continue . Prices—wheat 10, coarse rice 1 ye 

uri tOhy 7 10}, and joward 25 

. 







i mir,—For, 13th Fune—The weather is 
Kashmir.—For, week ending 13th The weather i 

ing the week. The prospects of the spring crops are excellent. Prices 

normal. Rice—27 seers per rupee, ree 
_ JaMMu PROvINCE.—Vor week ending rqth Fune.—No rain. Prices are 

fi stationary. Prices——wheat 16 to 19 maize 25 to 29 seers per 

tupee. The condition of the standing crops is fair. Sowing of autumn crops 
- inprogress, Fodder is sufficient. : 


Nepal.—For week ending roth ¥une.—Rainfall—t°sq inches. The weather 
isa ad shoe WEEE pri a eae 


ied and the outturn is good. 
Ric Seers per rupee. A 
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- SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Gazette of Endia. 


No. 25.3 CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1899. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


(A Surecament co the Gaerne. will be Published from time to time, on auch _Pan coe Papers a1 
inimrmatien asthe Gonerament of fndia' may deem coy af indorest tothe Public, and suck! as toy’ waefull ot taoe 
Dossuere’ the Lap itasier Upenel of His Become te Gecernar Gewsrat ol be fordre 68 peabebae te 


The. 
ee 
“22 Sepa es Galea pare iene | oo 
atgnred im Cli or wight Rupeen sone br Pot "Tae Sorrumwext ani Pate Wa? the Sit Con nee e 
eat cagee peer aps ef oe of peer nul ares a tamper pes mine rege by Pe at 
| pniaie Manre RM ia Sere eae renee cae 
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the Proceedin the Government ne Sie 628 
‘om te seater in Fae, igor 


“a eyigioripacannt penton j 
i . j : 
RESOLUTION. 


ta yarayragh's atthe Resolution cited in the preamble, the Government of 
_ India sanctioned the reservation of 19 Civil Surgeoncies for Civil Assistant Sur- 
geons, and stated that they were in correspondence with Local Governments with 7 
the object of increasing the number to 28. Arrangements have now been made 
tgreserve 28 Civil Surgeoncies for Civil Assistant Surgeons, distributed amongst 








the provinces as follows : : 
Madras i, Se a Js 5 | 
Bombay my a oo i ee 
. Bengal Sie ay tires ma 44 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh ae 4 
Punjab oe a 3 
Burma oo oo a ee we 
Central Provinces on * be sa a 
. " . 
* Tota on 98 


i 

a he complete arrangement cannot be made at once; as occasion offers, 

the icts will be placed in charge of Civil Assistant Surgeons until the maxi- 
Gee 


 ORDER.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to all Local 
_ Governments and Administrations (except Coorg and Hyderabad) for informa= 
tic eee a ae eee 











GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. : 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 





Weather Review of India, for the Week ending at 8 am. om 
Saturday, June 17th, 1899. 


Monsoon rainfall’ has continued steadily during the week in Burma, Bengal}, 
Assam and on the west coast. On the 12th rainfall was more general and? 
widely distributed’ than it had'been at the commencement of the week and con- 
tinued to be'fairly generalion the 1gth and 14th. The Punjab, Sind, Rajputana: 

* and Gujarat have received only a few showers. 

With the exception of the disturbed.area in the Arabian Sea near the Bom-- 
bay Coast and at the head of the Bay, winds have been fairly normal in direction, 
but have nearly everywhere been lighter than is usual‘at this time-of the year, 


‘The variations in temperature have been-generally dependent:on the distri-. 
bution of rainfall. Temperature has been below the normal in Burma, Bengal, 
Assam and on the west coast, andthe mean temperature. of the whole country 
was loweston the.1gth-and 14th, days of general and extended rainfall. In Sind? 
and peaiputaes, temperature was above the normal on almost every day-of the: 
week, The greatest changes in temperature occurred in the Punjab where it was- 
largely in excess at the commencement of the week, the mean temperature of the 
whole province being 6'5° above the normal, The temperatures. reported on, 
Thursday, the 15th, were on an average 6°3° below. the normal, there having thus. 
been in four days a change in the variation from the normal of 675° to —6"3”" 
or nearly 13°. 


Daily Summary.—Sunday; June 11th,—Ptessure had 'risen over North-- 
Eastern India, was steady along the west coast and had fallen elsewhere. A. 
shallow depression lay over parts.of the North-Western and Central Provinces, 
and there was an area of relatively low pressure over the Arabian Sea: near the- 
Bombay Coast. Easterly winds were extending in Northern India, but the wind: 
force was lighter than usual in most parts of the country. Temperature was lower- 
than usual in Burma, Assam, Bengal, Bihar and:Berar and normal _or above the 


normal elsewhere. General rain had fallen over Burma, Assam, Lower Bengal’ : 


and the west of the Peninsula, 


haltimed ocd 2th —By a brisk rise in pressure- along the: foot of the: 


North-West Himalayas the area of lowest pressure had been transferred s 

wards from the West Panjab to Upper Sind: The low. pressure area over: 
Arabian Sea continued. Easterly winds had continued to extend in the north 
and were réported as far west as Rawalpindi. Temperature was about normal! 








over Burma and Lower I, above the normal in the Punjab and. pap 


southern half of the Peninsula, and below the normal elsewhere, 
been general over Burma, Assam and the west coast. 


Tuesday, Fune 13th.—The barometer had fallen ‘here, and low 
presaire ares the Arian Sea showed sign ofintensiiogr The dieeetionet 
the winds was oe fata except on the Bombay Coast, where sout! te 

winds were reported, Temperature was higher than usual in the West 


















na, Gujarat and part of Madras and below the normal elsewhere. Rain- 
fal been «nore cna and widely extended, and ‘some moderately heavy falls 
"were reported from Western. India, 
_ Wednesday, Fune rgth—The barometric changes had been irregular. The 
Tow area off the Bombay Coast was spreserly growing deeper, and at 
the head of the Bay cyclonic conditions were develeping, winds having’ cyclonic 
directions at the north of the Bay and in Deltaic Bengal where a Hot shallow 
depression was shown. Temperature was above the normal in the West: Punjab, 
Sind, Rajputana, Gujarat, part of. Madras and Lower Burma, and’ lower than 
f usual in other parts of the country. With the exception of the Panjab, Bale 
tana, North Bombay and the central parts of India, where little or no rain had 
fallen, rainfall had been more or less general, and moderately heavy showers were 


reported from Burma, Bengal and.the west coast... 


Thursday, Fune 15th.—The low pressure area off the Bombay Coast had: 
almost disappeared, but the depression at the head of the Bay continued, though: 
it had hardly developed at all uring the previous twenty-four hours, Very. high: 

“ winds were reported fromthe Bombay Deccan, but the winds on the west coast. 
had veered to their normal monsoon directions. Higher temperatures than 
usual had been registered in Sind, Rajputana, Gujarat, the Central Provinces 

"and the Madras Coast, but elsewhere temperature was below the normal, In 
Bengal, Burma and the West Peninsula rainfall had been general. and in some 
places heavy, but there had been practically no rain over the central parts of the- 
country, Sind, Gujarat and South Meda: 


Friday, Fune 16th:—The distribution»of pressure was: somewhat ifregular’ 
and unusual, a large area of low pressure occupying nearly the whole of Central and 
Northern India, Off the Bombay Coast pressure was again unsteady and condi- 
tions unsettled. The small depression at the head of the Bay had moved inland 
over Orissa. From Ratnagiri northwards light winds were reported, but in other 

arts of thé'west coast and inthe Deccan winds were very strong. ‘Temperature 
fad fallen fast in Orissa and.Gujarat andiwas.below the normal in Orissa, Upper- 
Indiaand at Bombay. General rain had been received in Burma, Assam, Bengal 
and the west of the Peninsula, and. some heavy showers. were. reported from.the- 
west coast and Bengal. | 


Saturday, Fune 17th—Presgure had fallen briskly over the Punjab and” 
risen generally over the Peninsula and Lower Burma, a tendency being thus shown 
to the re-establishment of the normal distribution of pressure. Small areas. of 
aol unsettled weather existed over the head of the Bay and over the north- 
east of the Arabian Sea. At False Point and Veraval unsteady local north-east 

winds were blowing, but a fairly general south-easterly and easterly current pre- 
vailed over Bengal and up the Gangetic Plain as far as the Punjab. The mean 
temperature had risen fast in the Punjab and fallen fast in Chota Nagpur and 
the.Bombay Deccan, There had been little or no rain in Upper and Central 
. India and the centre and east of the Peninsula, but in the other parts of. the 
country rainfall had been general and seasonable, 


Aes ares 1 
Tem: ture, —The mean espaiare at the week has been lower than) 

; over the greater part of India, ‘The deficiency has been considerable tolarve 
in Nagpur, the North-West Provinces and Oudh, the mean temperature 
for the whole of the North-West Provinces and Oudh peng ee below the normal 

/ on the 13th, and.9 8° below the normal on the 14th. Temperature has been ral 

pay in excess in Sind and Rajputana and, during the first part of the week, 
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The mean temperature for the whole country was normal on thé rith, but 


. for the whole of the remainder of the week it was in defect, the deficiency being 


largest on the 13th when it amounted to 1’9°. For the whole week the mean 
variation was —1°0°, 


‘The following gives the highest maximum reported on each day : 
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Rain.—There has been a gradual extension of easterly winds and of 
monsoon rainfall in Northern India during the past week. On Sunday general. - 
rainfall was confined to Burma, Assam, Lov and the West. + 
on Monday tovonly Burma, Assam and the west coast, but showers were more 
numerous in Central India and the North-Western Provinces. Rainfall was much. 
more widely extended on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, the only 
vinces where it was insignificant or altogether wantit being Soa, * 
the Punjab, the central districts and the greater part of Madras, On Fi 
ay the rain reported was chiefly from Burma, Bengal, Assam and the west 
of the Peninsula. ‘ : psa sy dn 

Rain has fallen day in Burma, Ber Assam, Bihar 
iit, Wit iru bern lighter shan unalia ae ‘Assam : pee 

It has been heavier than usual in the remaining distri 
and on the west coast. Rainfall in excess of the normal has, 
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| Presidency Proper during the weel 


(Wadias or ‘week ending 17th Fune—The rainfall was heayy on the 

t Coast and on the Nilgi ne id da bas pce mace and ight in the 
part of the Circars, but there was little or none elsewhere. The water- 
normal. Ploughing is and sowing is proceeding under the _ 

Sa works and on the West Coast, but rain is now wanted for general 

standing crop is generally in good condition. Such harvest as 

1s, is yielding fairly. Pasture is searce, but fodder is sufficient. Cattle are 
ial condition. Prices are slightly dearer in the Deccan ; elsewhere they are 

jost stationary. B r 
_ Bombay.—Vor week ending 22nd Fune.—There was rain throughout the 
2 a the fall was heavy in the Konkan and good or 
moderate elsewhere, except in Bijapur and in the greater part of Sholapur, where. 
the fall was light and insufficient for general sowing. Ploughing and sowing: 

7 wastes are progressin; erally and transplantation in Kanara and Hi: 

y vings are reened by excessive rain in parts of Dharwar and Kanara. 


Fodder is sufficient, except in parts of Sind. A deficiency of water exists in 
"parts of Sind and Baroda territory. Agricultural stock is healthy. Prices have 


risen in seven and fallen in two districts. 


__. Bengal.—For week ending roth Fune,—Cloudy and unsettled weather 
vailed durmg the week, and good general rain fell in, every district. The agri 

cultural Lats of the Province are so far very favourable. The sowing of 
early rice and jute is nearly finished and the young plants are doing well. Land 

_ are being ploughed andthe sowing of the autumn crops and winter rice eee 
‘on. The condition of young sugarcane is generally good, A large flig! 
locusts passed through a portion of the Patna district, but no damage i 
reported. Locusts are still reported from Dacca. The fodder-supply crys 
where sufficient, except in one thana in Manbhum. No important aes in 
price of common rice is reported. i 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending arst Fune— 
has been general in the Ptovince. Preparations for the autumn 
S are in active progress everywhere, aut oie ctops are being n 
districts. Indigo and sugarcane are doing well. Supplies and fodder are 
nt. Prices have risen in places, otherwise they are almost stationary or 


Punjab—For week ending aond —Rain has fallen in all districts, 
Amritsar, Shahpur, Fen Seen ent see a spring crops is 
as well as the Era ie autut 0 
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‘standing crops is except in the Pagan sub-division of the “Myi fe ee 
district, where more rain is wanted ; and in three seme ¢ of Mandala: 
the floods have done damage. The price of paddy has stati 
the week, except for a slight { fall in Rangoon, Waihect, Siig a 
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Assam.—For week ending 20th Fune.—The weather is wet and unfa 
able for tea, but prospects are a re aS Sibsagar. ‘Sowing of early BEER is 
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‘not yet appropriated, for expenditure on combating the plague, wl - 


not likely have to meet in the future out of Imperial resources as. 

done in the past. But we are not prepared, in a general way, to pay, out 
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